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PREFACE

This volume, which contains a large proportion of letters and
articles translated from the Gujarati, covers the period from October 20,
1906 to May 31, 1907. It opens with the arrival at Southampton of
Gandhiji and Mr. H. O. Ally on a deputation.

Gandhiji was busy even on board ship preparing the case against
the Transvaal Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance. From the day of his
landing to the day he left England, he worked strenuously. It was his daily
routine to leave the hotel, immediately after breakfast, on his round of visits
to influential persons. Returning in the evening, he was busy dictating
notes or letters till past midnight. He met Members of Parliament,
ex-Governors and retired civil servants from India, publicists and social
workers. He approached even those who opposed India’s aspirations,
appealed to their “Imperial’”’ sentiment and succeeded in enlisting their
support for the cause of the British Indians in South Africa. Here as
elsewhere he pursued his usual practice of discovering and concentrat-
ing on areas of agreement instead of dwelling on differences. He drafted
letters and memorials not only on behalf of the deputation, but also
for the South African Indian students at Lincoln’s Inn, the Chinese
Ambassador, the representatives of wholesale merchants and many others.

He was able to persuade a number of persons eminent in British
public life to form themselves into an “‘introducing deputation”. His
representations and the support he mustered for them seem to have
carried weight, at least initially, with the two Secretaries of State, and
Lord Elgin decided that he could not advise His Majesty to sanction
the Transvaal Ordinance without further consideration.

During his brief stay in England, Gandhiji found time to call on
old friends, like Dr. Oldfield and Mrs. Freeth, and relatives of his
associates in South Africa even though he was preoccupied with the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance and Natal legislation. He arranged for the
boarding and education of Ruthnam Pather and medical attention for
Mr. Ally, but he had no time to have himself treated for his own nose
and tooth troubles.

To consolidate the work of the Deputation and to meet future contin-
gencies, Gandhiji had a permanent body formed in England—the South
Africa British Indian Committee—with L. W. Ritch as secretary.

Hopeful of the success of the Deputation’s efforts, Gandhiji and Ally
left England on December 1, reaching Cape Town on December 18.
During the voyage, Gandhiji received two telegrams at Madeira, in-
forming him that the British Government had withheld sanction to the
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Ordinance. His joy was to be short-lived; for, on December 6, the Trans-
vaal was granted self-government, and the new Government re-enacted
the obnoxious Ordinance. Rushed through all the stages on March 22,
the law received the sanction of the Imperial Government on May 9.
This was not wholly unexpected. Indeed, on reaching South Africa,
Gandhiji resumed the task of reminding Indians of the realities of the
situation and of their resolve—embodied in the famous Fourth Resolution
of September 1906—not to submit to the humiliating Ordinance, if it
was passed.

Much of what Gandhiji wrote and said during this period was about
the impending struggle. He used all his intellectual and moral resources
to rouse and sustain, among Indians, the spirit of resistance and readiness
for any sacrifice, including gaol-going. Indicative of his mood at the
time is his reference to the suffragette movement in England, which
he had had occasion to observe. (““When Women Are Manly, Will Men
Be Effeminate?” pp. 335-6).

It was at this time that he summarized, in the Gujarati columns of
Indian Opinion, a few chapters from Salter’s Ethical Religion. This taught
that all moral action is voluntary and disinterested, that the moral law
is immutable and above all temporal laws, and that an ethical idea is
worthless so long as it is not followed by corresponding action. These
chapters, like Gandhiji’s references to past and contemporary examples
of heroic action, served to emphasize the moral basis of the struggle
which he was about to launch to uphold India’s honour in South Africa.
He gave the signal, by himself first taking the pledge of passive resist-
ance, in a historic letter addressed to Indian Opinion (‘““Mr. Gandhi’s
Pledge”, pp. 448-9).

Gandhiji made use of the Press more intensively than ever to clarify
the Indian viewpoint and to refute hostile allegations. While preparing
for the struggle, he was at the same time ready to negotiate peace. In
a letter to The Star (pp.501-2), he pleads for “a reasonable com-
promise’” and appeals even at that late hour to the good sense of the
Colonists.

Summing up his personal faith and outlook in a letter to his elder
brother, Lakshmidas Gandhi, (pp.430-5) Gandhiji declares that his
family now “‘comprises all living beings”. The ground-note of the
Volume is to be heard clearly in a speech to the Durban Mahomedan
Association (p. 265): “I believe God is always near me. He is never
away from me. May you also act in this faith. Believe that God is near
you and always follow Truth.”



NOTE TO THE READER

The petitions and representations addressed to various authorities,
communications to the Press, resolutions adopted at meetings and ques-
tions drafted for Members of Parliament—which are included in this
Volume—are attributed to Gandhiji on grounds similar to those explained
in the Preface to Volume I. Where there were special reasons for the in-
clusion of particular items and when found necessary, these have been set
out in footnotes. Gandhiji’s unsigned writings in Indian Opinion have been
identified on the basis of his general testimony in his autobiographical
writings, the opinion of his associates, Messrs H. S. L. Polak and
Chhaganlal Gandhi, and other available evidence.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been made to
keep strictly to the original. Obvious typographical errors have been
corrected and words abbreviated in the text have generally been spelt
out. Variant spellings of names or words have been retained as in the
original. In the translations from the Gujarati, our effort has been to re-
produce faithfully the matter in the original, keeping in view at the same
time their readability as English.

The date of an item, if available, has been given at the top right-
hand corner; if the original bears no date, a conjectural date is given
within square brackets, with reasons where necessary. The date given at
the end of an item along with the source is that of publication.

Introductions in italics and matter within square brackets in the text
have been supplied by the editors. Round brackets occurring in the
original have been retained. Passages quoted by Gandhiji have been
printed in small type in indented paragraphs.

References in footnotes to Volume I of this series are to the August
1958 edition. References to An Autobiography or The Story of My Experiments
with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa cite only the part and chapter
in view of the varying pagination in the different editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S. N. stands for documents available
in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G. N. refers to those
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi;
and C. W. denotes the documents secured by the Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi. Among the abbreviations sometimes to be found in
the source-line, ““C. S. O.” stands for Colonial Secretary’s Office, “C.O.”
for the Colonial Office, and “Lt-G.” or “L. G.” for Lieutenant-Governor.

A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by the
Volume are appended at the end.
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1. INTERVIEW TO “THE TRIBUNE !

The Deputation consisting of Gandhiji and Ally arrived in England on
October 20, 1906. Interviewed on board ship at Southampton by a representa-
tive of The Tribune, Gandhiji said:

[SOUTHAMPTON,
October 20, 19061

We think that the position has not been properly placed before Lord
Elgin. An amendment Ordinance concerning Asiatics was recently
passed by the Transvaal Government.

The law against which we are to make our submission to Lord
Elgin is intended to make every Indian now settled in the Transvaal
carry a pass, just as the Kaffirs are required to do. The Indian passes,
however, will be much more rigorous and severe. It is supposed that
every pass will bear ten finger impressions of the holder. All Indians in
the Transvaal, no matter what their status may be, will have to submit
to this, whether they can read and write English or any other European
language.

The reason for introducing this law is, as the Colonial Secretary
has stated, that there is an influx of Indians into the Transvaal. The
British Indian community has always denied this charge, and has
invited a commission of inquiry to investigate it. The number of Indians
in the Transvaal, according to the permits, is 13,000, and by the census
returns, 10,000. I may point out that they suffer from many other dis-
abilities. They cannot hold landed property except in Locations or wards
that may be set apart for their residence. They cannot ride in tram-cars
in Johannesburg or Pretoria, and there are difficulties even in railway
travelling. There are regulations which, though not at present in
force, are still on the statute-book, preventing British Indians, together
with other Asiatics, from walking on the foot-paths. This applies especial-
ly to Johannesburg and Pretoria.

The new Ordinance contains a clause to the effect that it shall not
come into operation until His Majesty has signified his pleasure not to
disallow it. We wish to get it disallowed. At the same time, recogniz-
ing the prejudice that there is against colour in the Transvaal, we have
always accepted the principle of restriction of further immigration under
well-defined regulations which should not be harsh and savour of class
legislation. Owur experience has invariably been that, wherever there
has been class legislation, it has been far more difficult to secure relief

1 This report was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 24-11-1906.
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than if there have been laws of general application, as, for instance, at
the Cape and Natal.

All we claim is fair and honourable treatment for British Indians
residing in the Transvaal. This has been often promised by the British
Government. In fact, as Lord Lansdowne stated, the disabilities of
British Indians in the Transvaal were one of the causes of the late war.

The Tribune, 22-10-1906

2. INTERVIEW TO “ THE MORNING LEADER’!
[October 20, 19061]

Mr. Gandhi, in a conversation [at Waterloo station] with a representative of
The Morning Leader, asserted that, so far from the war having brought relief to the
Indians, these British subjects were now worse off than they were under Boer rule.

The only things the Boers did were to deprive the British Indians
of burgher rights and landownership, and to pass the Law [3] of 1885
under which those of them desiring to settle as traders in the country
had to be registered and pay a fee of £3. Under the British regime,
although a Kaffir may hold land, we are still debarred from the privilege,
except in Locations or wards specially set apart for us, the idea being
to reproduce the system of the Jewish ghettos.

ADDED DISABILITIES

But other disabilities have been added. There are, for example,
difficulties as to travelling in trams. In Johannesburg British Indians
are only allowed to ride in trailer cars. In Pretoria they are not allowed
to travel on trams at all. It is, however, more particularly in con-
nection with the question of registration that we feel aggrieved. Under
the Boers, the immigration of British Indians was absolutely free and
unrestricted. But today, not only are Indians prevented from entering
the country, but even old settlers find it difficult to regain admission.

It is true that, under Law 3 of 1885 passed by the Boers, Indians settling in the
country for purposes of trade had to register themselves. But the Legislative Council
has now carried an amending law—the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance—which,
the British Indians assert, is worse than the law which it seeks to amend. It is in
connection with this new piece of legislation that the Deputation has come to London.

Harpsuips oF THE Pass

By virtue of that Ordinance, not only traders, but every Indian
now resident in the Transvaal, must be registered and carry a pass
(like the Kaffirs). This pass is euphemistically called a certificate of
registration. I must point out that this measure has been introduced
in spite of the fact that Indians in the country are already in possession

1 This report was reproduced in India, 26-10-1906 and in Indian Opinion, 1-12-1906.
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of permits which authorize them to reside there, while they also hold
registration certificates for which they have each paid £3.

When Great Britain took possession of the Transvaal, the Indians,
on the advice of Lord Milner, exchanged their Boer registration for
English registration, and even submitted to their thumb marks being
impressed on their registration certificates. This certificate, by the way,
also contained particulars as to the age, height, and family of the person
who carried it. In reality it was an identification certificate.

“UNAUTHORIZED’> IMMIGRATION

And now the new Ordinance enacts yet a third registration.

The reason given is that there has been a large unauthorized im-
migration of Indians into the Transvaal, and it is proposed, by means
of the new Ordinance, to ascertain who they are. But this object could
just as well be attained by inspecting the registration certificate now
held. As a matter of fact, the Indians stoutly deny that there is any
unauthorized influx on a wholesale scale, as the Government asserts,
and they have asked for the appointment of a commission to inquire
into the question.

The amending law will require a much stricter identification than
under the old system. As the Assistant Colonial Secretary (Mr. Curtis)
said, the Indian, no matter what his status, will have to have ten finger
impressions on his certificate (instead of the thumb-impression only).
Failure to register will carry with it very severe penalties. Not only will
the adult male population have to be registered, but also children of
parents domiciled in the Transvaal, and even infants in arms.

PrejupicE AcAINST CoOLOUR

The Indian community recognize the prejudice against colour in
the Transvaal, and have, therefore, accepted the principle of restriction
of British Indian immigration — but on such terms as are not humiliat-
ing, and do not interfere with the liberty of those already settled in the
country. This can be easily done by passing legislation after the Natal
or Cape style. Legislation of this character ought to be general, and
applicable to all. Throughout the self-governing colonies, hitherto, special
class legislation has been vetoed by the home Government. An attempt
made by Natal to pass legislation specially affecting Asiatics was dis-
allowed by Mr. Chamberlain; and we have come here to try and induce
Lord Elgin to withhold the royal sanction to the amending law, and to
appoint a commission to inquire into the allegation as to the Indian
influx.

Mr. Gandhi states that the Indians are greatly stirred over the matter, and
are prepared to go to gaol rather than submit.

The Morning Leader, 22-10-1906



3. LETTER TO “THE TIMES!

[LonDoON,]
October 22, 1906
TO
Tue Ebpitor
THE TIMES
[LonpoN]
SIR,

I have seen the cablegram in your issue of to-day’s date from
your Johannesburg correspondent in connection with the British Indian
Deputation that has arrived from the Transvaal to wait upon the
Imperial authorities regarding the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance
of the Transvaal.

I trust that, in fairness, you will allow us to correct certain mis-
statements made by your correspondent. He says: ‘““The present Ordi-
nance provides for the complete registration of all Asiatics in such a
way that personation, in which the Asiatic is a past master, would be
made impossible.” We deny that there has been any personation, and
we venture to state emphatically that the existing registration certificates
held by British Indians entirely prevent personation. These certificates
contain the names of the holders [and] their wives, number of children,
their age, height, [and] their thumb imprints. Whenever an attempt has
been made to personate, the culprit has been promptly brought to justice.

Your correspondent states that the present Ordinance will give a full
title to Asiatics already domiciled, and that it will extend greater privi-
leges to them. They have the full title to residence already, unless it is
to be snatch[ed] from them by fresh legislation. They hold permits
authorizing them to enter and remain in the Colony of the Transvaal,
also registration certificates above mentioned, which were taken out by
them as a voluntary act on the advice of Lord Milner who at the time
assured them that those registration certificates were final and complete.?

That Asiatics will be absolved from the obnoxious registration fee is
a preposterous statement as they have already paid it, either to the
Boer Government or to the British. They will not be given a title to
their land and mosques, as your correspondent suggests. He is thinking
of the Draft Ordinance which contained a clause authorizing the
Government to give the British Indians a title to their mosques or places

1 This was published *‘in substance” in The Times, 25-10-1906. The letter was
reproduced in full in India, 26-10-1906, and in Indian Opinion, 24-11-1906.
2 Vide Vol. III, pp. 364-71.
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of worship but not to their land apart from mosque premises. But this
clause does not now find place in the Ordinance as passed by the Legis-
lative Council, nor was it necessary, because the Supreme Court of the
Transvaal has decided that, in spite of Law 3 of 1885, Indians, acting
as a religious corporation, [can] hold fixed property for religious purposes.
British Indians in their wildest dreams have never claimed the right
of free immigration into the Transvaal. They recognize the several
prejudices against any such immigration, and have therefore accepted
the principle of restriction in vogue at the Cape, Natal and other British
Colonies.

The British Indians of the Transvaal respectfully but firmly oppose
the Ordinance because it imposes wanton, uncalled for and unjust de-
gradation upon them. It reduces them to a level lower than the Kaffirs.
It sets up a system of passes and identification applicable only to
criminals. Is it right that every Indian, irrespective of status, should be
called upon to carry a pass containing impressions of all his digits, to
be produced to every policeman who may choose to ask for it? Is it
right that babies in arms should be taken to an officer called the Regis-
trar of Asiatics, to give him particulars of identification in respect of the
baby and to have it provisionally registered[?]

Whereas Law 3 of 1885 requires registration of traders only and
registration certificates under it are merely a receipt for £3, the present
law requires registration of the above kind of every male Indian in the
Colony.

The statement that the first undersigned has been the principal
agent through whom Indians obtained permits to enter the Transvaal,
and that he has in the past established a large business on this footing,
is false. The large number of Indian refugees had already entered the
Transvaal at the time the first undersigned was required to settle there.!

It is hardly necessary to deal with the personal element introduced
by your correspondent. It is felt that the British Indian community has
been much misrepresented and misunderstood.

Any influx of Asiatics into the Transvaal on a wholesale basis has
been all denied by the British Indian community, whose position to-day
is infinitely worse than it was under the Boer regime. The community
has asked for an enquiry into the alleged influx of Asiatics on a large
scale.2 We assert that the vast majority of the 13,000 British Indians
of the Transvaal are in possession of lawful permits and certificates. If
there are any without the necessary documents, the Peace Preservation
Ordinance is strong enough and severe enough to expel such people
from the country. Successful prosecutions have often taken place in
connection with such men.

1 This was in early 1903; vide Vol. III, p. 476.
2 Vide Vol. V, pp. 221-3.
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It will therefore be seen that the British Indian community is pre-
pared to meet in a perfectly fair spirit [the fear]' as to undue influx or
undue competition in trade; but it claims for the resident Indian popula-
tion the ordinary rights of citizenship, namely, freedom to hold landed
property, freedom of locomotion and freedom of trade under general
regulations, without class distinction.

We are, etc.,

[M. K. GANDHI
H. O. ALLy]
MEMBERS OF THE
TransvaaL BritisH [INpDIAN] DEPUTATION

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4385

4. LETTER TO F. MACKARNESS?

HoteL Cekcrv,
[Lonpon,]
October 24, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Mr. H. O. Ally of Johannesburg and I have arrived, being appointed
as a Deputation by the British Indian Association of the Transvaal in
connection with the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance passed by the
Legislative Council of the Transvaal.

It is our intention to wait upon the authorities in connection with
the Ordinance, as also upon prominent public men who have taken an
interest in South African matters. I shall be obliged if you will kindly
grant the Deputation an interview at an early d83 and allow it to
place the position b4* you.

I remain,
Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully
F. Mackarness, Esq., M. P.5
6, Kinc’s BEncHE WALK
InNEr TEMPLE
Copy to Sir Lepel Griffin, K.C.S.1.,¢ Sloane Square, London’

From a photostat of the typewritten, unsigned draft: S. N. 4386

I These words are found in the version published in India.

2 According to the secretary’s note, similar letters were sent to P. A. Molteno,
M.P., Sir Charles Dilke, M.P. and Rt. Hon. Lord Stanley of Alderley.

3 Date

4 Before

5 Frederic Coleridge Mackarness, (1854-1920), advocate of Cape Supreme Court,
1882; Liberal Member of Parliament, 1906-10

6 (1838-1909); Anglo-Indian administrator and Chairman of the Council of
East India Association, author of books on India and an advocate of the Indian
cause in South Africa

7 This is in Gandhiji’s hand.



5. INTERVIEW TO ‘“SOUTH AFRICA>!

[Hoter Ckcit,
LoxpoN,
October 25, 19067

[REPORTER:] WIll you please give me your views on this question which has
brought you so many thousand miles, Mr. Gandhi?

[Ganpay1:] With pleasure, I had better begin at the beginning.

If you please.

Well, Mr. H. O. Ally, the Chairman of the Hamidiya Islamic
Society, and myself have come over as an appointed Deputation from
the British Indian Association of the Transvaal in virtue of the resolution
passed by the great Indian mass meeting held at the Old Empire
Theatre in Johannesburg last month.

And your object?

Our object is to place before the authorities here what we consider
to be a true statement of the facts with a view to securing a disallowance
of the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance of the Transvaal.

You consider, then, that the information so far available to the Colonial Secre-
tary and the Secretary of State for India is inadequate?

That is so. I notice that you, as well as the London Tumes, have
been misinformed regarding the Ordinance and the objection to it.

In what respect, may I ask?

For instance, it has been supposed that there is a very great un-
authorized influx, [in]to the Transvaal, of British Indians, and that this
influx is actually countenanced by the British Indian community as a body.

Then are those suppositions incorrect?

Yes. Ifthose two statements were at all true, there would be some
excuse for what is, after all, panic legislation; but the British Indian
community has repeatedly denied the alleged unauthorized influx.

I take it that you agree with those denials, Mr. Gandhi?

Certainly. I claim personally to have a very wide experience of the
working of the Permit Department, and I have no hesitation in saying
that there is absolutely no unauthorized influx of British Indians [in]to
the Colony, except [in] isolated cases; and those cases can be most
effectively dealt with even under the present Peace Preservation Ordi-
nance and Law No. 3 of 1885.

As THE LAw STANDs AT PRESENT
Indeed, successful prosecutions have taken place in connection
with any Indians who have tried to enter the Colony, either without

1 This appeared in South Africa, 27-10-1906, and was reproduced in Indian Opinion.
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permits, or on permits not belonging to them. Such persons can usually
be detected by comparing the thumb-impressions of those who may
present permits or registration certificates with the thumb imprints on
those documents.

And if they do not agree, a prosecution follows?

Yes. If the thumb-impressions do not tally, the unlawful holders
of such documents are liable to very heavy penalties. If an Indian is
found in the Colony without a permit, he has either to leave the
Transvaal on a summary notice, under pain of imprisonment, or to
show that he belongs to one of the exempted classes mentioned in the
Peace Preservation Ordinance. So you will see that the present machin-
ery is absolutely complete. It therefore came to me as a painful surprise
when I read a long cablegram in The Times last Monday to the effect
that there was an unauthorized influx of British Indians [in]to the
Transvaal, and that there was a great deal of personation going on
which it was difficult to detect.

You complain, I believe, of injustice being done in some cases even under the
present laws?

Undoubtedly. Even under the present laws, a great deal of terrible
injustice has been inflicted, as, for instance, in the case of the Indian
woman Punia,! which aroused general sympathy throughout the Trans-
vaal. In that case, as is now well known, an Indian woman was torn
away from her husband who held a proper permit.

But was not that rather an exceptional case?

By no means. In another case a child under eleven years of age
was taken away from his parent because he was supposed to have come
into the Transvaal on a permit not his own.?

What happened eventually?

A cablegram has now been received, stating that the Supreme Court
has held the conviction of the child to be wholly bad, and has express-
ed the opinion that such prosecutions were calculated to bring ridicule
and contempt upon the administration of the law.?

ScopE oF NEw ORDINANCE

If, therefore, the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance now before
Lord Elgin is passed, one can easily understand how much more diffi-
cult the position of British Indians in the Transvaal is likely to be.

Does it represent, then, such very exceptional legislation?

Indeed it does. The new Ordinance goes much further than any-
thing I have seen in the legislation of any of the British Colonies.

But in what does the head and front of its offending consist?

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 432.
2 Vide Vol. V, p. 452.
3 Vide “British Indians in the Transvaal”, pp. 107-9.
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I will tell you. It is most humiliating, in that it will require every
Indian, irrespective of status, to put down the impression of his ten
digits, and such a pass will have to be produced to every policeman
who cares to demand it. All Indians, including children, will have to be
registered in this manner, or, as it is called in the case of infants
under eight years of age, provisionally registered.

And this is quite a new provision?

Yes. All this used not to be so under the Dutch regime, and we
could always rely upon British protection whenever there was anything
harsh or unjust in the administration of Law No. 3 of 1885.

But this Ordinance only amends the former Law?

No; it is a mistake to call the new Ordinance an amending ordi-
nance, because its scope is entirely different from that of Law No. 3
of 1885. The latter penalises Indian traders to the extent only of one
single payment of £3, whilst the former entirely restricts the immigra-
tion of British Indians.

Then do you take strong objection to that restriction?

No, with the restriction we do not quarrel, but the manner of it
is, as I have shown, most humiliating and totally uncalled for.

The restriction itself, then, is not the bone of contention?

It is like this. We recognize the prejudice that exists in the Trans-
vaal against British Indians and men of colour generally. We have,
therefore, accepted the principle of restriction on the Cape or the
Natal basis. After profound consideration, that has been the line of
legislation adopted for all the colonies which have to face similar
problems.

AN ENLIGHTENED INDIAN VIEW

There is not the slightest reason, why the Transvaal should be al-
lowed to go any further than the other Colonies, or why the people
of the Transvaal themselves should wish for any further powers, unless
they intend—which I for one do not believe—to drive the Indians
already in the country out of the Colony.

Has there not been considerable agitation against the Indian trader?

We hear often of trade competition by British Indians, certainly,
but I personally consider that new traders’ licences may be regulated
by the Town Councils or Licensing Boards, somewhat after the fashion
of the Cape Dealers’ Act; only such legislation, in order to be just,
ought to be of general application, and not class legislation. You will
therefore see that the British Indian community is perfectly willing to
satisfy all reasonable objections raised to its presence, but, after that has
been done, I think that all fair-minded men must admit that those at
least who are [already] resident in the Colony should have freedom to
move about, freedom to own landed property, and freedom to trade
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under the regulations I have referred to. I cannot conceive what
exception any South African can take to a programme such as this.

Then the statement you have just made may be taken as embodying the case
for the British Indians in the Transvaal, Mr. Gandhi?

Yes, it is because we believe that there is a great deal of misunder-
standing and exaggeration about our position that Mr. Ally and I have
travelled all the way from South Africa to endeavour to place our case
fairly before the authorities. We are anxious to reconcile local opinions
as much as possible.

You have not yet been received by Lord Elgin?

Not yet; but all arrangements are being made, and we hope to see
him in a few days. We should like the Deputation to be led and
introduced by a number of British Members of Parliament and other
prominent men who sympathize with the British Indians of the Trans-
vaal on this question; and I thank South Africa from my heart for allow-
ing me to give expression to our views in its columns.

Indian Opinion, 24-11-1906

6. TELEGRAM TO SIR MUNCHERjJI BHOWNAGGREE

[October 25, 19061

TO
MUNCHER]JI
196, CroMmwELL Roap, S. W.

SIR LEPEL HAS DECLINED TAKE PART DEPUTATION.!

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4388

7. TELEGRAM TO SIR GEORGE BIRDWOOD
[October 25, 19061

TO

SR GEORGE Birbpwoobp?

119, THE AVENUE

West EALING

MR. ALLY AND I HAVE ARRIVED FROM TRANSVAAL AS DEPUTATION
WAIT  ON LORD ELGIN. SIR HENRY COTTON, MR. NAORO]JI,

I He did ultimately lead the deputation.
2 (1832-1917); Anglo-Indian official and author of Industrial Arts of India and
other books and a student of Indian philosophy and art
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SIR MANCHERJI, MR. COX! HAVE AGREED TO FORM DEPUTATION
COMMITTEE AND INTRODUCE US AND LEAD. MAY I VENTURE
ASK YOU JOIN AND BE SPOKESMAN, MAY I REQUEST ALSO INTER-
VIEW ? AM WIRING AS URGENT.

GanpHi, HoTteL CecIiL

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4389

8. TELEGRAM TO AMEER ALI

[October 25, 19061
TO
AMEER ALI?

WROTE  YOU  TUESDAY?  REQUESTING INTERVIEW FOR  INDIAN
DEPUTATION FROM SOUTH AFRICA. HAVE NOT  YET HEARD.
PROBABLY  LETTER MISCARRIED.  IT IS PROPOSED THERE
SHOULD BE DEPUTATION INTRODUCING US TO LORD  ELGIN.
HAVE JUST INVITED SIR GEORGE BIRDWOOD TO BE SPOKES-
MAN. SIR ~HENRY  COTTON,  MR. NAOROJI HAVE CON-
SENTED JOIN  DEPUTATION. MAY I REQUEST  YOU ALSO
JOIN ? PLEASE WIRE REPLY AND TIME FOR INTERVIEW AT
THE HOTEL CECIL.

Ganpui, HoTer CEeciL

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4390

1 Harold Cox, (1859-1936); Professor of Mathematics, Aligarh College, 1885-7;
economist and journalist; Member of Parliament, 1906-9

2 A former Judge of the Calcutta High Court, he was at this time a Member
of the Privy Council. Author of the Spirit of Islam and A Short History of the Saracens.

3 This is not available.



9. LETTER TO S§. M. MANGA

[Hoter Cecry,
Lonpon,]
October 25, 1906

DEAR MR. MANGA,
Will you please give me a call on Monday between nine and half
past in the morning, for all the other days I think I shall be engaged.
Yours truly,

S. M. Manca, Esq.!
106, Baron’s CourT RoAD
WesT KENSINGTON

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4392

10. LETTER TO jJ. H. POLAK

[HoteL CEcit,
Lonbon,]
October 25, 1906

DEAR MR. POLAK,

You will consider it perhaps funny that I have not yet looked
you up.

Many thanks for sending the typist. Miss Lawson? is her name.
She and I have commenced to know each other, and we are getting
on very nicely. Unfortunately I had decided to take on Mr. Simmonds
of South Africa, who was Private Secretary to Sir George Farrar3, and
whom I knew very well. I shall therefore reluctantly have to part
with Miss Lawson next Saturday.

I want to discuss with you the question you incidentally raised
while we were walking to your hospitable home. If therefore you should
not be otherwise engaged, will you lunch with me tomorrow, and call
here some time between one and two ? If I have not returned from

1 Suliman Manga was at this time studying for the Bar in London. Vide Vol. V
p. 262.

2 Miss Edith Lawson, secretarial assistant to the Deputation; vide “‘Certificate
to Miss E. Lawson”, p. 238.

3 A miner, millionaire and legislator of the Transvaal; vide Vol. V, p. 39.
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my calls, I shall ask you kindly to wait either in the Hall or in my

room until my return.
Yours  truly,

J. H. Porak, Esg.!
28, GROSVENOR RoAD
CaNoNBURY, N.
PS.

If you will let me have a telephone message between 9 and 9.30
as to whether you can come or not, I shall be glad, as I am generally
away after 9.30.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4393

11. LETTER TO A. H. GOOL

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
October 25, 1906

DEAR MR. GOOL,

Your father has asked me particularly to see you before I return
to Johannesburg. My arrangements do not allow of my paying friendly
calls at present, and lest I may be too much engaged during the whole
of my stay, may I ask you to give me a call at the above address
between 9 and 9.30 in the morning, any day. The day is occupied with
paying visits, and I am never sure when I am in. I hope you are
getting on well.

Yours truly,
A. H. GooL, Esg.?
27, Peckuam Roap, S.E.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4394

12. LETTER TO L. M. JAMES

Hoter Cecir,
LonpoN,
October 25, 1906

DEAR MR. JAMES,

I waited for you on Wednesday at lunch time, thinking you would
turn up. I am sorry you did not. I take it some engagement kept
you away. I return the handkerchief you kindly lent me. Perhaps

I Father of H. S. L. Polak
2 Son of Hamid Gool, a leading Indian of Cape Town
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you will be able to meet me some other time. Mr. Lew! was to have

sent me a representative of the Chinese Embassy. I have to draw up a

letter to the Foreign Office? in connection with it. Will you kindly

therefore send me a copy of your representation ? I take it it is the

same that I drew up.®? Unfortunately I have not a copy with me.
Yours  truly,

L. M. JamEes, Esg.*

CHINESE LEGATION

PorTLAND PLACE, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4395

13. LETTER TO SIR GEORGE BIRDWOOD

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,

October 25, 1906
DEAR SIR,

I am much obliged to you for your telegram in reply to my wire’
regarding the Indian Deputation. I have been in constant touch with
Sir Muncherji®, and am writing to him again,” and have no doubt that
he will approve of the idea of your becoming spokesman. I may men-
tion that I approached Sir Lepel Griffin, but somehow, although he is
in full sympathy with our views, he will not lead. Before, however,
the deputation goes forth, Mr. Ally and I are anxious to pay our
respects to you and to place the position before you. I hope, therefore,
that there will be an appointment in your letter following your telegram.
If not, I shall thank you to give me one.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
SiR GEORGE Birbpwoob
119, THE AVENUE

West EaLiNg
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4396

1'Yuk Lin Lew, Chinese Consul-General in the Transvaal. Both he and James
sailed by the same steamer as Gandhiji and H. O. Ally.

2 Vide ““Draft for Chinese Ambassador”, pp. 59-60.

3 This is not available.

4 L. M. James was specially deputed by the Chinese community in South
Africa to present, in person, a petition on their behalf to the Chinese Ambassador
in England.

5 Vide “Telegram to Sir George Birdwood”, pp. 10-1.

6 Gandhiji now spells the name as ‘“Muncherji”, which is how Sir Muncherji
Bhownaggree himself spelt it.

7 Vide ‘“Letter to Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree”, p. 16.



14. LETTER TO L. W. RITCH

[Hoter CeEcir,
Lonpon, ]
October 25, 1906
MY DEAR RITCH
I had a very long chat with Sir Muncherji, and am to have an-
other again. Will you please come up to the City tomorrow ? You
need not necessarily see me, as I may be away, except between 9 and
9.30 but I would like you to look up office rooms! in Victoria Street
or some such neighbourhood. I see that the main difficulty will prove
to be with our finances in working the committee, especially for South
African work. Sir Muncherji has promised to work whole-heartedly.
He seems to feel most keenly about the question, and there is a great
deal of organizing still to be done so that something may be definitely
fixed before I go. I hope Mr. Cohen? is better; he should certainly be
sent to a hospital. You should see him some time tomorrow, either
before or after you have finished your round.
Yours sincerely,
L. [W.] Ritch, EsQ.3
[41, SpringFIELD RoaD
St. Joun’s Woop, N.]
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4397

15. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

Hoter Cecrt,
Lonpon, W.C.,

October 25, 1906
TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

Tue Ricat HonN’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN

His MaAJEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE (COLONIES
LonponN

SIR,

Mr. H. O. Ally and I, appointed by the British Indian Association
of the Transvaal as a Deputation to wait upon Your Lordship in con-
nection with the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance of the Transvaal,

I For the proposed South Africa British Indian Committee

2 Ritch’s father-in-law

3 A theosophist friend and assistant of Gandhiji; was at this time in England
keeping terms for the Bar.
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published in the Transvaal Government Gazette on the 28th day of Septem-
ber, 1906, arrived on Saturday last, and I have the honour to report
our arrival.

My co-Delegate and I shall have the honour to avail ourselves of
the permission graciously granted by His Lordship to wait upon him in
connection with the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance of the Trans-
vaal. Several gentlemen who have interested themselves in the British
Indian question in South Africa will probably introduce the Deputation
to His Lordship, and they will in due course request an appointment.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

M. K. GanDHI

From a photostat of the typewritten original: C.O. 291, Vol. 113, Ind; also
office copy: S.N. 4398

16. LETTER TO SIR MUNCHERJI BHOWNAGGREE

Hoter Ckcrr,
LonDoN,
October 25, 1906
DEAR SIR MUNCHERJEE,

At the time I telegraphed! to you, I telegraphed to Sir George
Birdwood? also asking him whether he will lead the deputation. He
sends a telegram which I am sure you will appreciate. He says: “Yes,
if Sir Muncherji approves I will attend and speak.” I have now written
to him telling him that I have no doubt you will. Will you kindly write
to Sir George Birdwood whatever you deem fit, and let me know.

It is strange that Sir Lepel, although he has always sympathized,
would not join the deputation. I believe it is because of his not being
in harmony with the other proposed members of the deputation.

I have not yet heard from Mr. Ameer Ali. I have, therefore, tele-
graphed to him.3

I remain,
Yours truly,
SiR MuncHERJEE M. Buownaccree, K.C.S.IL
196, CroMmwELL RoaD
Lonpon, S. W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4399
1 Vide “Telegram to Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree”, p. 10.

2 Vide “Telegram to Sir George Birdwood”, pp. 10-1.
3 Vide ‘““Telegram to Ameer Ali”, p. 11.



17. LETTER TO G. J. ADAM

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
October 26, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I am very sorry I missed you when you gave me a call at the
above address. I shall be pleased to see you between ten and half-past
tomorrow morning, and to give you all the information you may require.
My co-Delegate Mr. Ally, I am sorry to say, is at present at the Lady
Margaret Hospital undergoing treatment for rheumatism.

Yours faithfully,
G. J. Apam, Esq.!
82, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4400

18. LETTER TO0 H. S. L. POLAK

Hoter CecrL,
LoxpoN,

October 26, 1906
DEAR MR. POLAK,

I am sending you all the cuttings that I consider to be useful. If
I can find the time, I shall translate? the substance of the fight of the
women suffragists for the Guzerati® columns, but if I do not, let
Chhaganlal translate them, and make an effective use of these valuable
cuttings. I have asked Mr. Mukerji* also to deal with the matter in his
London Letter. Of course all the cuttings I am sending you are not
necessarily to be used for Indian Opinion. Some of them you would like to
see yourself—that is why I am sending them.

I have not allowed myself a moment’s rest ever since my landing
here. Work commenced on Saturday immediately on landing.

1 Of Reuter; vide “Interview to Reuter”, pp. 31-2.

2 Vide “Deeds Better than Words”, pp. 29-30.

3 Gujarati

4 Gandhiji had asked him to send regular despatches for Indian Opinion,

especially selected news items and comments from The Times; vide ‘“Letter to J. C.
Mukerji”’, pp. 34-5.

6-2
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I gave an interview to The Tribune! man on board, and to The
Morning Leader* man, whom your father had brought with him, at the
station immediately I got on to the platform. Soon after having my meal,
Mr. Ally and I went over to the London Indian Society and paid our
respects to the Grand Old Man, and made with him appointments for
seeing Sir William3 and Sir Henry*. I have not gone to bed before
one o’clock, except on Wednesday night: interviewing people takes up a
lot of time. So far as I have progressed, it seems that Sir George Bird-
wood, supported by Sir Muncherji, Sir Henry Cotton and others, will
introduce us to Lord Elgin. It will therefore be a very good movement.
Mr. Ameer Ali has telegraphed to me saying he also would join in
introducing the Deputation. Lord Elgin will therefore know what an
influential backing we have and that the Conservative, the Liberal, the
Anglo-Indian and the Mahomedan opinion is all solid in our favour.

I have received your cable. It was extended by me for the
columns of India. 1 hope it represents correctly what I received in your
cablegram. It was not very clear. I send you a copy of the cablegram
as received by me. You will see for yourself whether it is a correct
copy. I hardly think it is. You should have given me the necessary
stops.

As soon as the date of the Deputation is fixed, I shall cable you
and shall include a few words regarding Mr. Abdool Gani. I may,
however, state that I made absolutely no such statement as was attri-
buted to me by Mr. Murray. I did not tell him that the second bond
should be lodged with the Bank: on the contrary, I told him that we
should use the second bond for raising a loan. The whole conversation
took place through the ’phone. You may, therefore, assure Mr. Abdool
Gani that there was no such binding statement made by me.

I now come to the most important part of my letter. I think that it
is quite possible to have here a very strong committee solely devoted to
the affairs of British Indians in South Africa. Sir Muncherji is very enthu-
siastic. Sir William has approved of the suggestion. The way is therefore
paved. Ritch’s hands will be free. No matter whether the Deputation
succeeds or not, its work must be continued, and there is not the slight-
est doubt that we will have legislation as soon as Responsible Government
is established. We will then be able to avoid a Deputation, which will
be almost [un]necessary if we have an effective working committee.
We would not only then do more through it than through a temporary
deputation, but would do it at perhaps one-tenth of the cost of a

1 Vide “Interview to The Tribune”, pp.1-2.

2 Vide “Interview to The Morning Leader”, pp. 2-3.
3 Sir William Wedderburn

4 Sir Henry Cotton
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deputation; but if it requires the proper man, it requires funds also. I think
that at the most—or perhaps at the least—I have not yet all the figures
before me—we would want to spend £25 per month. The committee
will probably last two years. Anyhow we shall guarantee a year’s expenses,
viz., £300. We would not be able to take up offices cheaply on less
than a year’s lease. We would have to pay something to Ritch, as he
cannot be expected in the present state of his finances to do the work
gratis. After he returns to South Africa, it is my intention to offer the
post to your father, if he will take it. I am going to discuss it today
with him at luncheon time. Please therefore call a meeting of the
Association British Indian Committee! and place the whole position
before them. If they agree, let me have a cable saying, Yes. At the
same time you should have funds ready. Do not send me the affirmative
cable unless you get the funds there in your possession, or unless you feel
absolutely certain of getting them. Mr. Ally entirely approves of the
idea; probably he will be writing.

I passed last Sunday with your people. Nothing surprised me, as
you had prepared me for everything; otherwise to meet your sisters and
your brilliant father would have been a most agreeable surprise. Both
the sisters are really most lovable, and if I was unmarried, or young,
or believed in mixed marriage, you know what I would have done! As
it is, I told them that if I had made their acquaintance in 1888 (for not
doing which they took me severely to task) I should have adopted them as
daughters, from which proposition your father violently dissented. Your
mother was very hospitable. Professor Parmanand? was with me. He
has made himself one of the family. Your mother is suffering from a
very severe attack of indigestion. I mildly proposed an extended Jewish
fast. I am afraid the proposal won’t wash, however it has gone in for
what it is worth. I pushed in the claim for earth-bandages also, and by
the time I have done with them, I might be able to make some impres-
sion. Anyhow she said she was quite open to conviction. The soup,
let me tell you, was all prepared by your father. He told me he passed
a considerable time in thinking out all the ingredients, etc., etc. I have
not been able to go and see Milly’s® sister. I see that I have more
work before me than I bargained for, and have not a moment to spare
to pay friendly calls. I have, however, written to her asking her to give
me an appointment for an evening. The reply is due some time today.
I will not leave before seeing her.

You will not be surprised to learn that this is being dictated to
our friend Mr. Simmonds.

1 Committee of the British Indian Association
2 Vide Vol. V, p. 21.
3 Mrs. Millie Graham Polak
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I sent the cable! about our arrival, as Mr. Ally was anxious that
I should. He has promised to do so to Mrs. Ally.

Since the above was in type I have seen your father. He thinks that
£300 per year will not be sufficient. Of course his ideas are necessarily
large. At the same time they are entitled to every respect, as he has
local knowledge and experience. If, therefore, you can push through
the proposal for £500, it will be better. We should simply spend what
is absolutely necessary. At the same time, if authority is given for spend-
ing more, I know that the money will not be wasted. I have now seen
Mr. Scott, and, you will be pleased to hear, Mr. J. M. Robertson. Your
father took me to Mr. Scott, who is his personal friend, and it was at
the House of Commons that Mr. Robertson happened to come in, and
we were introduced to him by Mr. Scott. Both gentlemen have
interested themselves in the question. Mr. Scott suggested that I should
address a number of members of the House of Commons,?2 and Mr. Scott
and Mr. Robertson are going to see about it. A similar suggestion has
been made by Mr. Mackarness also. Let us see what happens. This
now brings me up to date. I need not now say anything more. Care-
fully go through all the cuttings I am sending you: they are worth reading.
My kind regards to all. I have not the time to write separately to any
one else. As it is, this portion of my letter is being dictated at five
minutes to eight. I am to see your people again on Sunday.

Will you please send this letter to Mr. West so that I may not have
to repeat in my letter to him what I have said in this letter ? I do
not think the personal matters I have touched upon need prevent this
letter going to him. I am not sending you a copy of the full text of
our letter to The Times® as you will see it reproduced in India. You
will see something in the current issue of India about the election of
Mr. Naoroji to the Presidentship of the Congress. You need not deal
with the matter in the paper. I have no time to go into the reasons.
Had it been necessary I would have dealt with it from here. You may
reproduce two notes from India without any comment, regarding the

treatment of indentured Indians on board the Umfuli.
Yours sincerely,

[H. S. L. Porak, Eso.
Box 6522
JOHANNESBURG

SouTH AFRICA ]

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4406

I'This is not available.
2 This he did on November 7; vide “Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 105.
3 Vide ‘“Letter to The Times”, pp. 4-6.



19. LETTER TO A. H. WEST

HoterL Cecit,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906
DEAR MR. WEST,

Ever since Saturday last I have not had breathing time, and except
for one night I have not been able to go to bed before one o’clock in
the morning. I have written a very long letter to Polak,! and have
asked him to send it on to you for perusal. Please read it yourself and
show it to Chhaganlal. It will give you in full detail everything about
my movements. As this is being typed at 8.30 p.m. you will excuse me
for not giving you a long letter. I see that I shall be busy up to the
end of my stay here. Under the circumstances it is hardly possible to
cut myself away from London for full one day. I have, therefore,
asked Miss Pywell? to see me in London by appointment, and have
offered, if you will let me, to defray her expenses. I am only hoping
that she will come. I have had a chat with Mr. Mukerji about his

contribution.
Yours sincerely,

A. H. West, Esq.
Indian Opinion
PueNix

NaTAaL

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4401

20. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906

MY DEAR CHHAGANLAL,

I have not a moment to spare. It is now 8.30 p.m. and I have
not touched the Gujarati letter. If I can, I want to give you one lead-
ing article’> and one correspondence letter* in continuation of what I
have sent you already from the Armadale. 1 shall do what I can : the

1 Vide the preceding item.

2 Ada Pywell, later Mrs. West

3 “Deeds Better than Words”, pp. 29-30.

4 Perhaps a typing error for ‘correspondent’s letter’. The reference is to
“The Deputation’s Voyage-IV”: vide pp. 27-9.
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rest you must learn from my long letter to Mr. Polak,! which I have
asked him to send there. Mr. West is bringing his sister there. I think
it is a wise step. She appeared to be simple and willing. We do want
some English ladies there. Do please make the best use possible of her.
Let your wife and other ladies mix freely with her, and let her feel
that there is no distance between her and us, and make her as com-
fortable as possible. Let the ladies learn all that is to be learnt from
her and give her all that can possibly be given to her in the way of
teaching. FEach party has very strong points for the other to imbibe.
I do hope all the womenfolk go to the Press, especially on Saturdays.
Let there be a real effort in that direction. I hope to place the London
correspondence on a very strong footing before I come away.

Yours sincerely,
C. K. GanpHi, Esg,.
Indian Opinion
Pr@EnNix
NaTAL

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4402

21. LETTER TO SIR HENRY COTTON

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I beg to report that Sir Lepel Griffin has declined to lead the de-
putation that is to introduce the Indian Deputation from South Africa.
I waited on Sir William and Mr. Naoroji this morning with the news.
When I received an answer in the negative from Sir Lepel, not know-
ing all the local circumstances, I immediately telegraphed to Sir George
Birdwood,? thinking he being a neutral man would be the next best
person, asking him whether he would join the deputation and be the
spokesman. He telegraphed saying he would if Sir Muncherji agreed.
Sir William thought that I had done a rash act in asking Sir George
Birdwood to be the spokesman, as the proposition might not be accept-
able to the other members of the deputation. I realized my mistake too
late. Sir William and Mr. Naoroji think that Sir Muncherji, who has
been uniformly and zealously working in connection with the matter of
the British Indians in South Africa, should be asked to be the spokes-
man, but they suggested that I was to secure your permission before I

1 Vide “Letter to H. S. L. Polak”, pp. 17-20.
2 Vide “Telegram to Sir George Birdwood”, pp. 10-1.
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moved further. I, therefore, went to the House of Commons to see you,
but a constable informed me that you were not in the House. I now
write this asking you kindly to wire me whether you approve of the
proposal that Sir Muncherji should be the spokesman.
I remain,
Yours faithfully,

Sir Henry Cotton, M.P.
45, St. JounN’s Woop Park, N.W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4403

22. LETTER TO DR. J. OLDFIELD

Hoter Cecit,
[Lonpon,]
October 26, 1906

MY DEAR OLDFIELD,

I see Mr. Ally has had a relapse last night. I write this just to
ask you please to see Mr. Ally every day. Expense is of no consideration.
Please, therefore, do not let that hinder you from seeing him every
day. Your presence alone would be inspiring and cheering. I am most
anxious to have him, if only during the day time, to work here and
see people. It is necessary for him to do so.

I had a delicious supper last night at the place. I hope to be
able to pay a visit in the day time and inspect all your arrangements
and the Hospital grounds. I want to write about my sorrows! also,
but I am too late to do so tonight.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Josian OLDFIELD?
Lapy MarcarReET HospiTAL
BroMLEY
KeNT

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4404

1 Vide “Letter to Dr. J. Oldfield”, pp. 33-4.
2 Editor, The Vegetarian, and President of the Vegetarian Society, London.
Gandhiji met him for the first time while a student in England.



23. LETTER TO L. W. RITCH

HoterL Cecit,
[LonpoN,]
October 26, 1906

MY DEAR RITCH,

I see you called at the Hotel today while I was in. I asked the
waiter to bring you up, but evidently you came in only to leave your
card, as he did not find you. I notice, too, you saw George Godfrey,
and learning from him he was looking for offices, you did not go. I,
however, wanted you to make independent enquiries. We want to
manage it as cheaply as possible. However, when you get the time,
please go out. I see, after all, that tomorrow I shall not be able to
attend the confirmation ceremony. If I can, I shall certainly come
in, but I have a letter from Sir George Birdwood asking me if Sir Mun-
cherji is agreeable to see him at the latter’s house in the afternoon.
It is quite possible that I may be able, after I leave Sir Muncherji, to
go over. IfI can, I will do so. You need not wait for me, however.
If T drop in, I shall have something to eat at your place, but if I do
drop in, it is not likely to be before 7 or 8 o’clock. You need not ex-
pect me at all after 8. If Sir Muncherji does not wire an engagement
in the morning, of course, I come down to your place. I am at the
Hotel tomorrow at least up to 10.30, because I have given an appoint-
ment to Reuter’s man! up to that time.

Yours sincerely,
L. W. RircH, Esq.
41, SpriNGFIELD RoaAD
St. Joun’s Woob, N.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4405

1 G.J. Adam; vide “Interview to Reuter”, pp. 31-2.



24. LETTER TO PROFESSOR PARMANAND

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906

DEAR PROFESSOR PARMANAND,

I had a chat with Ratnam! when he was here with my luggage.
Ever since that I have been thinking of him during spare moments. To
me every one from South Africa is a valuable asset and to be converted
into a still more valuable asset by proper nursing. I think that, even
from a material standpoint, Ratnam’s life is being very much wasted.
His preliminary education being very poor, he will find it hard to
battle in his profession; more so in South Africa where he will have to
live down a great deal of prejudice. I know of no practitioner in South
Africa with so little equipment as he will have at the time he is
finished.

It is not enough that he will know English perhaps fairly well; he
must have, in my opinion, a good grounding in mathematics. The
leader of the South African Bar considers that a knowledge of French,
Latin and Dutch (especially Latin) is almost indispensable for success
at the Bar. Some scientific training also is necessary; otherwise Ratnam
will find himself very greatly handicapped when his opponents make
use of scientific expressions, or the Court does so. Also, if ever he is
going to dedicate his knowledge of law to the good of his country and
does not wish to use it commercially, he must have a knowledge of some
technical art as a means of living. He is young enough to do all these
things. Above all, he must have discipline, even severe discipline. I,
therefore, suggested to him that he should attend a school here and go
through a regular matriculation course, and even if a pass is beyond
him, the same grounding at the school will do him good. As you are
looking after him, I thought I should tell you what I have already told
him. He said he would consult you and let me know.

Yours  sincerely,

ProFESSOR PARMANAND
65, CROMWELL AVENUE
HicHGATE

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4407

I Ruthnam Pather, who was studying for the Bar



25. LETTER T0 H. 0. ALLY

HoteL Cecir,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906

DEAR MR. ALLY,

I have just heard through the telephone that you passed a very bad
night. I am exceedingly sorry and I wonder what the cause of it could
be. I am superstitious enough to say it was due to the cigar. As a
matter of fact, I told George!, as we were walking, that, while the pro-
gress was imminent, it might be retarded by even one puff of the deadly
cigar—such is my strong conviction regarding nicotine. I have seen
much suffering from it. However, I may be mistaken. If so, please
pardon. All I want is to find you hale and hearty. I was delighted
to see you chatting away so hilariously last night. I was, therefore,
very much pained to hear through the nurse that you had passed a bad
night.

I shall send George as soon as he comes. I have given the nurse
a message for you to which I may receive a reply later on, but I put
it down in writing also. I might have mentioned it there but I forgot.

I have been discussing with Sir Muncherji and Sir William Wed-
derburn the advisability of establishing a permanent committee for British
Indians in South Africa. Perhaps you recollect that you made the
suggestion long ago. I think that our work could be usefully continued
if such a permanent committee composed of people representing all shades
of opinion is established, say, for one or two years. I am, therefore, most
anxious that such a committee be formed. We could then perhaps
afford a second deputation.

I have written to Mr. Polak about it and asked him to reply,
yes or no.2

Will you kindly let me know your opinion on the matter and, if
you agree with me, please write this evening confirming my opinion.

Yours sincerely,

Hajee Ojer AirLy, Esg.
LAapy MARGARET HospiTAL
BROMLEY

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4408

1 George Godfrey
2 Vide ““Letter to H. S. L. Polak”, pp. 17-20.



26. LETTER TO YUK LIN LEW

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
October 26, 1906

DEAR MR. LEW,

You promised to send me a representation addressed by the Chinese
community to the Chinese Ambassador (or is it Minister?), so as to
enable me to draft the letter you want me to.

I am quite ready to draft the representation! as soon as I get the
Chinese petition, but you will recognize that it is necessary for me to
have it, if only for the date and description.

Yours truly,
Yuk Lin Lew, Esoq.
CHINESE LEGATION
PorTLAND PLACE, W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4409

27. THE DEPUTATION’S VOYAGE—IV

Hoter Ckcrit,
Lonpon,
October 26, 1906

I have already given an account of our voyage up to the time we
were about to reach Madeira.

MADEIRA

We reached Madeira on the morning of Tuesday, October 16.
Generally all passengers land at Madeira and go for a stroll, and we
too went ashore. This island is very beautiful. Situated upon a hill,
Madeira is inhabited, tier upon tier up to a height of 2,500 feet.
There is greenery all round, with hardly an uncultivated patch. All
over the island the paths are paved, and no wheeled carriages are
used, only sledgelike barrows, drawn along the way. These barrows
go down the slopes at great speed but without the least danger. The
barrow is so light that a man can carry it on his head. The island
is in the possession of the Portuguese and is inhabited entirely by them.
No Indian was to be seen. The view of the island is lovely and charming.

1Vide “Draft for Chinese Ambassador”, pp. 59-60.
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ARRIvaL IN LoNDoON

On the morning of the 20th, we reached Southampton Docks where
we were met by Mr. West and his sister. From here one has to take a
train [to London]. A reporter of The Tribune, a well-known paper, came
to see us on board the steamer. We told him all the facts. He published
the whole account in his paper on Monday. The train reached Waterloo
Station at 12.30. Messrs Ritch, Godfrey and Joseph Royeppen met us
at the station and Mr. Henry Polak’s father had also come there with
a reporter of The Morning Leader. We gave him the story. The report!
published by The Morning Leader on Monday was much better than that?
in The Tribune. Thus, our work began even before we reached London.
We went to India House, as Mr. Ritch had made arrangements for our
stay there. There is not enough space this time for an account of
India House. I propose to give one the next time.? We ate our meal
and left forthwith for the meeting of the London Indian Society, where
we had the good fortune of meeting Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji. He wel-
comed us, and a visit to him again on Monday was fixed. We spent
the whole of Sunday meeting Indian youths and Mr. Polak and at night
met Pandit Shyamji Krishnavarma.# Our conversation went on till
one in the morning.

Monbay TO FrIDAY

I do not get a moment’s leisure here. ~As I write this it is 11 p.m.
We have had interviews with Sir Muncherji, Sir William Wedderburn,
Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. Cotton’, Mr. Hall, Mr. Robertson, Mr. Arathoon,’
Mr. Scott and other gentlemen. Our idea is to have men of different
parties here to accompany and introduce us to Lord Elgin to plead
for us and to give us their full support. Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir
Muncherji Bhownaggree, Mr. Harold Cox, Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and
Sir George Birdwood are already with us. Very probably the interview
will take place next week. We have informed Lord Elgin of our arrival
and his acknowledgement too has been received.

“TrE TiMEs’> CORRESPONDENT

The Times correspondent in the Transvaal, as if by previous arrange-
ment, cabled just on Monday to his paper saying that many Indians
had entered the Colony. If they continued to enter in this way, the whites

1 Vide “Interview to The Morning Leader”, pp. 2-3.

2 Vide ““Interview to The Tribune”, pp. 1-2.

3 Vide “The Deputation’s Voyage—V”’, pp. 83-7.

4 Gandhiji had several talks with him; ibid.

5 H.E.A.Cotton, Editor, India

6 Editor, Asia Quarterly Review and Honorary Secretary of East India Association;
elsewhere letters are addressed to or mention is made of C.W. Arathoon, W.H. Arathoon
and W. Arathoon—presumably the same person.
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would have to leave bag and baggage. As the new act gave the Indians
the right to hold land and other rights, it was hoped that Lord Elgin
would give his assent to it. If he did not, the whites would be very
much offended. Again, the correspondent hoped that Sir Richard
Solomon would fully champion the cause of the whites in regard to the
act. Moreover, he added, Mr. Gandhi, a member of the Deputation,
was a clever lawyer, who was responsible for the entry of Indians into
the Transvaal and who had made much money thereby. Such a cable-
gram was despatched from there to throw dust into the eyes of people
here. The same day, we sent The Times a reply! from which important
paragraphs were published on Thursday. The whole reply was published
in India on Friday. In our reply we had said that, even if any Indians
entered without permits, their number was very small, that the Govern-
ment had even now the authority to expel them and that the new
law was oppressive. No Indian wants that the whole of India should
migrate to South Africa. Nor does anyone wish that the whites should
be deprived of all their trade. In proof of our bona fides we are pre-
pared to accept laws on the lines of those at the Cape or Natal, but
we must have equal rights [with the whites] to hold land, etc.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 1-12-1906

28. DEEDS BETTER THAN WORDS?
[October 26, 19061

Two things are now being widely discussed in England. One re-
lates to the decision of the soap manufacturers who, like their American
opposite numbers, have combined and resolved to increase the price of
soap. The dealers in soap and the public naturally did not relish the
decision. But they did not approach the Government for help; neither
did they appeal to the manufacturers; but they resorted to direct action.
They notified the manufacturers that they would not buy their soap
even if it meant a great loss to them. The result was that Lever Brothers,
of Sunlight Soap fame, who used till now to have fifteen ounces of soap
in their one-pound cake, will henceforth give the full sixteen. The lesson
from this is that deeds are better than words. The action of the dealers
proved more fruitful than mere words.

The second example illustrating this saying is more remarkable. It
is the movement in England for women’s right to vote, which the Govern-

1 Vide ““Letter to The Times”, pp. 4-6.
2 This article was promised to Polak in Gandhiji’s letter to him; wvide pp. 17-20.
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ment is unwilling to concede. The women therefore go to the House of
Commons and harass the Members. They have sent petitions, written
letters, delivered speeches and tried many other means. Last Wednes-
day, they went to the House of Commons as soon as it opened and
demanded the right to vote; they caused some damage also, for which
they were prosecuted and sentenced to furnish a security of £5 each.
On their refusing to do so, they were sentenced to imprisonment, and
they are now in gaol. Most of the women have got three months. All of
them come from respectable families and some are very well educated.
One of these is the daughter of the late Mr. Cobden who was highly
respected by the people. She is serving her term in gaol. Another is the
wife of Mr. Lawrence. A third is an LL.B. On the very day these
women went to gaol there was a huge meeting here in support of the
resolve adopted by the brave ladies, and a sum of £650 was collected on
the spot. Mr. Lawrence announced that he would pay £10 a day as
long as his wife was in gaol. Some persons regard these women as
insane; the police use force against them; the magistrate looks upon
them with a stern eye. Cobden’s brave daughter said, “I shall never
obey any law in the making of which I have no hand; I will not
accept the authority of the court executing those laws; if you send me
to gaol, I will go there, but I shall on no account pay a fine. I
will not furnish any security either.” It is no wonder that a people
which produces such daughters and mothers should hold the sceptre.
Today the whole country is laughing at them, and they have only a
few people on their side. But undaunted, these women work on stead-
fast in their cause. They are bound to succeed and gain the franchise,
for the simple reason that deeds are better than words. Even those who
laughed at them would be left wondering. If even women display such
courage, will the Transvaal Indians fail in their duty and be afraid
of gaol ? Or would they rather consider the gaol a palace and readily go
there? When that time comes, India’s bonds will snap of themselves.

We have sent petitions; made speeches; and we shall continue to
do so. But we shall gain our object only if we have the kind of strength
we have spoken of. People do not have much faith in articles and
speeches. Anyone can do that, they call for no courage. Deeds after all
are better than words. All other things are unavailing, and no one is
afraid of them. The only way therefore is to sacrifice oneself and take
the plunge. We have much to do yet, no doubt of that.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 24-11-1906



29. DRAFT LETTER T0 LORD ELGIN!

196, CrRoMwELL RoaD,
Lonpon, S. W.,
October 27, 1906

TO
TuE Ricut HoN’BLE THE EARL oF ELGIN
His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonpoN
DEAR LORD ELGIN,

Sir George Birdwood, Mr. Naoroji, Sir Henry Cotton and Mr. Ameer
Ali and a few others, including myself, have been approached by the
Indian Deputation that has arrived from the Transvaal. The Indian
Delegates have asked us to lead the Deputation as most of us have always
taken an interest in the question affecting British Indians in South Africa.

I have been asked to become spokesman by those who have con-
sented to take part in the deputation, and as I have studied the question
perhaps more thoroughly than the others, I have accepted the position.

May I then, on behalf of the Committee, ask you to appoint a time
for receiving the Delegates from the Transvaal, accompanied by the
Committee.

I am,

Yours truly,
From a photostat of the typewritten draft S. N. 4410

30. INTERVIEW TO REUTER
[October 27, 190612

Mr. Gandhi, speaking to Reuter’s representative, said:

We have come to protest against the new Transvaal Asiatic Ordi-
nance, which is humiliating for the British Indians, all of whom will
have to carry a pass bearing thumb-prints and other marks of identifica-
tion. The object of the new Ordinance is to prevent unauthorized Indians

1 This draft letter, found among Gandhiji’s papers, was clearly intended to be
signed by Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree whose address it bears at the top. It was
not sent as Sir Lepel Griffin did eventually agree to lead the deputation. Vide also
“Telegram to Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree”, p. 10.

2 Vide “Letter to G. J. Adam”, p. 17 and the following item.
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from entering the Transvaal. We hope to convince the Imperial Govern-
ment that this is effectually done by the existing Permit Ordinance!l,
which is very strictly applied.

The Times, 29-10-1906

31. LETTER TO H. 0. ALLY

Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,
October 27, 1906

DEAR MR. ALLY,

George has seen me after his interview with you, and also Dr. Old-
field. I am delighted that what I feared was a relapse was, after all,
a blessing in disguise. I am delighted also that, when he saw you, you
were looking hale and hearty. When I think of it, I do feel that our
stay here would have been incomplete without George. Who [else]
would have been the link between us?? The idea you have suggested
about a gathering has been uppermost in my mind. As you may
imagine, I have not been at all idle. I have been seeing people here
and there. A suggestion has already been made that there should be a
meeting in the House of Commons® which should be addressed by
both of us. I do want you to be present at these gatherings, unless
adverse circumstances prevent it. I would not think of addressing
these gatherings without you. I know full well the value of your
presence as also of your speech. The interview with Lord Elgin is
not likely to come off before the week after next, that is to say, not
for the next 8 or 9 days. I have just returned from a visit to
Sir Muncherji and Sir George Birdwood. The latter paid a friendly
call at the Hotel and enquired about you. I am only sorry that you
are not with me during these visits; you would have seen a great deal
of the public men here, and obtained an insight into the working of
British institutions. However, I believe sufficiently in predestination,
and I, therefore, take comfort in the thought that even in vyour
absence from these meetings there may be some good lurking. It may
be that, when you suddenly appear to address a gathering, you would
lend a charm to it which would not have been possible if you had seen
the members individually, but whenever there is a public function,
even though it may be inconvenient, you shall always attend. There

1 Peace Preservation Ordinance
2 The original has, “George, who would have been. ..”.
3 Vide ‘“Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 105.
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are likely to be two such gatherings. Mr. Polak is trying to have a
gathering by an educational society. I beseech you to keep yourself
religiously away from cigars. Certainly, have as much as you like of
the hubble-bubble. Follow Dr. Oldfield’s instructions implicitly. I
am certain that no other doctor could restore you to health with the
same amount of despatch as Dr. Oldfield. I feel, therefore, that you
are in the safest hands. I sent you a budget of letters today, and a copy
of Indian Opinion. South Africa has certainly given the very best inter-
view! possible, and you will see how the Editor has veered round to a
moderate expression in his editorial columns. You might not have
seen his violent articles 3 or 4 weeks ago. The editorial this morning
was, therefore, quite refreshing reading. Please command me if you
want anything more, and do not hesitate to send any suggestions you
wish to send.

I did not ring off this morning after you told me you were well.
It was the silly girl at the exchange who did it. I then tried to have
the connection restored, but failed, and then gave it up, because I want-
ed to be ready to meet Reuter’s agent. I had a long chat with him
at the Hotel. He saw immediately that the Ordinance was practically
useless and tyrannical. These are, of course, mere words, but who knows,
they may do good in the end.

Yours sincerely,

H. O. ArLy, Eso.
Lapy MARGARET HospiTAL
BroMLEY
KeNT

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4411

32. LETTER TO DR. j. OLDFIELD

Hoter Ckcir,
LonpoN,
October 27, 1906

MY DEAR OLDFIELD,
I told you that I wanted to write to you about my sorrows.? I
think I mentioned that, when I was in Bombay, I had lost my sense

of smell; as the doctor put it, I am supposed to be suffering from
chronic? ozena. 1 have chronic catarrh. Of course, I do not know whether

1 Vide “Interview to South Africa”, pp. 7-10.
2 Vide “Letter to Dr. J. Oldfield”, p. 23.
3 The original has “‘chronis”.

6-3
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you have made a speciality of throat diseases. If not, and you think it
is worth while, you can put me on to a specialist again. I think it was
when I was carrying on a fruit-and-nut diet experiment that I damaged
my teeth. I believed that I had permanently damaged two molars and
I thought that I was going to lose one of them on board. I certainly
tried hard to pull one out but I did not succeed. Would you see them
or do you want me to go to a dentist? Ifso, please give me a reliable
name.

Friends though we are, if you are going to attend to either of the
two complaints, you must do so professionally if only because whatever
you receive, I know, goes to a humanitarian purpose.

If you will see me professionally, kindly give me an appointment,
but you may name more than one time, so that I can make my selec-
tion. I have to interview so many people that it is not possible for
me to make definite appointments. Mr. Ally telephoned to me saying
he is much better today. I was delighted to hear it. I hope you will
soon put him right.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. OLDFIELD
Lapy MARGARET HospiTAL
BrROMLEY

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4412

33. LETTER TO j. C. MUKERFI

[Hoter Cecrt,
Lonpon,]
October 27, 1906

DEAR MR. MUKERJI,

I forgot to tell you one thing, and I thought of it only as I was
looking through The Times for Indian Opinion. 1 see that there is always
enough matter in The Times to be sent for Indian Opinion. Although you
may send your correspondence on Friday nights, I think you should send
from The Times the latest news and Parliamentary reports on Saturdays
and post them, if necessary, up to the last moment at the General Post
Office. That is the only way, I think, you will be able to make your
correspondence effective and up to date. While Parliament is sitting, I
now notice that you can send a great deal from The Times on the Indian
and cognate questions, as for instance, the Natives, the Chinese, etc.
The Times evidently gives a very full report. You are then in advance
of India, and you keep up with the South African papers, which, as I have
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told you, are thoroughly up to date. I reduce this suggestion to writing
now lest I may forget it.

Yours sincerely,

J. G. Mukerj1, Esq.
65, CROMWELL AVENUE
HicucaTe, N.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4413

34. LETTER TO F. MACKARNESS

[Hoter Cekcrt,
Lonpon,]
October 27, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 25th instant. I
have placed this suggestion before Sir William Wedderburn and he agrees
that there should be a meeting like the one mentioned by you. I ven-
ture to think that, unless local circumstances prevent it, it need not neces-
sarily be a meeting of Liberal Members only, as there is no division of
opinion on the question of the treatment of British Indians in South
Africa.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
F. Mackarness, Esq., M.P.

6, CrRowN OrfricE Row
TEMPLE

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4414

35. LETTER T0O S. KRISHNAVARMA

[HoterL Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
October 29, 1906
DEAR PANDIT SHYAMJI KRISHNAVARMA,

I enclose herewith stamps for 1s 6d which you were good enough
to advance last evening.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
Enclosure
PanpiT SHyamjr KRISHNAVARMA
9, QueeN’s Woop AVENUE
HicHGATE

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4415



36. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

Hoter Cecir,
Lonpon, W.C.,
October 29, 1906

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

Tue Ricut Hon’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN

His MajEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
Loxpon

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 26th instant
in continuation of my letter! of the 25th. I beg now to state that Sir
Muncherji M. Bhownaggree, Sir George Birdwood, Sir Henry Cotton,
the Hon’ble Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, and Mr. Ameer Ali, among
others, have consented to lead the British Indian Deputation from the
Transvaal. A few more friends are also likely to join the deputation
committee. May I now request His Lordship to fix a date, if possible
some time early next week, for receiving the deputation so that I may
inform the gentlemen above named and others who may wish to take

part in the deputation.
I have the honour to remain,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

M. K. GaNbpHI

From a photostat of the original: C.O. 291, Vol. 113/Ind.; also a photostat
of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4416

37. LETTER T0 F. H  BROWN

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,]
October 30, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I have your letter of the 29th instant. I am sorry that I received it
after the time I could have spoken to you through the telephone, and
as a matter of fact between 10 and 10.45 today I was out visiting. If it
is at all possible for you to favour me with a call tomorrow or on Thurs-
day between 1 and 2, we may perhaps lunch together and talk over

1 Vide “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, pp. 15-6.
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the question of British Indians in South Africa. If you cannot do that,
I must defer the pleasure of seeing you till Thursday at the time of the
N.ILA.! reception for which you have so kindly sent me a card. If
you can however conveniently lunch with me either tomorrow or the
day after, please drop me a line.

I am sorry Mr. Ally, my co-Delegate, is laid up in bed with rheu-
matism, and is at present undergoing treatment at the Lady Margaret
Hospital in Bromley.

I regret I have not any photographs with me throwing light on the
question, nor have I a photograph of myself. Mr. Ally’s I think I could
let you have. It is in his family group.

I am inclined to think that we have met before, and that was when,
I believe, you used to advise young Indians coming to London. I
believe I was introduced to you by Mr. D. B. Shukla.

I am,
Yours truly,

F. H. Brown, Esq.
“DILKUSHA

WESTBOURNE RoaD
Forest HirLr, S.E.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4417

38. LETTER T0O J. C. MUKERJI

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
October 30, 1906
DEAR MR. MUKERJI,

I apologize for not keeping the appointment, but as you know every
appointment outside the work that has brought me here is subservient
to that work. As it was quite beyond my expectation, I had to be busy
with Sir Muncherji up to six o’clock in the evening. Do you mind
taking the same appointment for tomorrow, but this time let it be
6 o’clock. I shall endeavour to keep the appointment. We will then go
to a restaurant, take a meal, and come back to the Hotel. I have can-
celled all evening appointments also, so that I can cope with the
arrears of dictating work, but we will discuss Rutnam for about half
an hour, though most of the discussion will perhaps have been finished
at the dinner table. Please however do not go away, even if I am not
in, because I am bound to be at the Hotel for my meal sooner or later.
So far as I know at present, I should not be engaged beyond 6 o’clock

I National Indian Association
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tomorrow evening. Please convey my apologies to the Professor! also.
My invitation extends to you and the Professor, as also to Rutnam, if you
consider his presence to be necessary.

Yours sincerely,
J. CG. Mukerji, Esq.
65, CROMWELL AVENUE
HicucaTe, N.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4418

39. LETTER TO J. ROYEPPEN

Hoter Cecrr,
[LonDON,]
October 30, 1906

MY DEAR JOSEPH,

I must cancel the appointment for the evening I have given you,
because I shall now be exceedingly busy, and it is only in the evenings
that I am in a position to dictate anything. I shall write to you if I have
a free evening.

Yours sincerely,
Josepr RovEePPEN, Esq.
36, StapLETON HALL Roap
StroUD GREEN, N.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4419

40. LETTER TO M. N. DOCTOR

[Hoter CEeciL,
LonpoN,]
October 30, 1906

DEAR MR. DOCTOR,

I find that I am so very busy that I must cancel the appointment
given you; but if you can come on Sunday at 12 o’clock, we can walk
together and talk on my way to Mr. Polak’s, with whom I have an
engagement. If you know London well, we will then separate somewhere
near Highbury.

Yours sincerely,
M. N. Doctor, Esq.
102, WuartoN Roap, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4420

I Parmanand



41. LETTER TO LORD REAY

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
October 30, 1906

MY LORD,

I ventured to call on Your Lordship yesterday, without appointment,
with a view to paying my respects and placing before Your Lordship
the position of British Indians in the Transvaal. Together with
Mr. Hajee Ojer Ally, I have arrived from the Transvaal as a Deputa-
tion appointed to wait on Lord Elgin and Mr. Morley in connection
with the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance recently passed by the
Transvaal Legislative Council. Sir Charles Dilke!, Mr. Naoroji, Sir Mun-
cherji, Sir George Birdwood, Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. Ameer Ali, and a
few other gentlemen who have taken an interest in British Indian matters
in the Transvaal have kindly consented to introduce the Deputation to
Lord Elgin and thus extend to our mission the weight of their influence.
An appointment will probably be given by Lord Elgin for next week.
May I know whether you will be pleased to join the introducing
deputation. In any case, both Mr. Ally and I will be greatly obliged if
Your Lordship will allow us the opportunity of placing before you the
position of British Indians in the Transvaal.

I beg to remain,
Your Lordship’s humble servant,

TrE Ricetr HonN’BLE LorD REAY?
6, GREAT STANHOPE STREET
LonDpoN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4423

1 Sir Charles Wentworth Dilke, (1843-1911); politician, writer and Member of
Parliament, he became Under-Secretary of State in the Foreign Office in 1876.

2 Donald James Mackay, (1839-1921); Governor of Bombay Presidency, 1885-90,
and first President of British Academy; Under-Secretary of State for India, 1894-5



42. LETTER TO H. 0. ALLY

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
October 30, 1906

DEAR MR. ALLY,

I have your note, as also your telephone message, but have only
just settled down to work, i.e., 12 midnight. I have been away the
whole day from 10.30 a.m. I looked in justat lunch time and at 8 o’clock
at night, when I found the message from you, as also your letter. I
shall find out the address of the Turkish Ambassador. I shall take some
late train tomorrow unless I find it impossible.

Lord Elgin has appointed Thursday the 8th November at 3 o’clock
to receive the Deputation, so you will see that there is ample time.
My work, however, is entirely cut out for all that time. More when
we meet.

Yours sincerely,

Hajee Ojer Arry, Esq.
Lapy MAarRGaArRET HospiTAL
BrROMLEY

KeNT

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4421

43. LETTER TO J. H. POLAK

Hoter Cecit,
LonpoN,

October 30, 1906
DEAR MR. POLAK,

I told you that I should pass the whole of Sunday with you, but
I see that I shall have to attend to an important matter in the evening.
The Pandit! of whom I spoke to you and I have not yet finished the
whole of our discussion, and as it is rather important I am afraid
that I must deprive myself of the pleasure, I was looking forward to,
of passing the whole of next Sunday with you. I fear therefore that I

1 Shyamji Krishnavarma



LETTER TO A. MERCER 41

will have to leave you next Sunday also at about 4 o’clock.
My regards to all.
Yours truly,
J. H. Porak, Esq.
28, GROSVENOR RoaD
CANONBURY

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4422

44. LETTER TO W. P. BYLES

[HoteL Cecrit,
Lonpon,]
October 30, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I thank you for your note of the 28th instant. I shall have much
pleasure in sending you my card at the House of Commons some time
this week, and I hope probably today.

Yours faithfully,
W. P. Byies, Esq., M.P.

House or CoMMONS
LoxponN

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4424

45. LETTER TO A. MERCER

[HoTer Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
October 30, 1906

DEAR SIR,
I am much obliged to you for giving me Mrs. Spencer Walton’s
address, and the enclosure.
Yours truly,
ArRTHUR MERCER, Esq.
17, HoMmEFIELD RoAD
WIMBLEDON

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4425



46. LETTER TO MRS. S. WALTON

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon, ]
October 30, 1906

DEAR MRS. SPENCER WALTON,

I was exceedingly sorry to hear of the death of Mr. Spencer Walton.
His death is an irreparable loss to you but I have no doubt that many
feel poorer by his death. I was hoping to be able to pay you a visit
during my stay here, but I find that I shall be so much occupied during
the three or four weeks I am here that I may not be able to take a
run down. However, I shall be obliged if you will drop me a line telling
me when you are as a rule to be found at home.

I am,
Yours truly,

MRs. SPENCER WALTON
ANDREW HoUsE
TONBRIDGE
KeNT

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4426

47. DRAFT LETTER TO LORD ELGIN?

22, KenNINGTON Roab,
[LonDpoN,]
October 30, 1906
TO
THE RicHT HON’BLE THE EARL OF ELGIN
His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonpoN
MY LORD,

I enclose herewith copy of a Petition from the British Indian
Association of the Transvaal regarding the Vrededorp Stands Ordinance
of 1906 passed by the Legislative Council of the Transvaal.? I under-
stand from the Acting Honorary Secretary? of the British Indian Asso-
ciation of the Transvaal that the Petition was forwarded through

1 This letter was presumably drafted by Gandhiji, as an earlier draft bears some
instructions to the secretary in Gandhiji’s hand. The draft also clearly indicates that
it was to be signed by Dadabhai Naoroji.

2 Vide “‘Petition to Lord Elgin”, Vol. V, pp. 463-5.

3 H. S. L. Polak
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Lord Selborne to you the same week that a copy was sent to me, and
that a cablegram! too was sent through the Governor by the British
Indian Association requesting that the Ordinance might not be sanctioned
until the Petition was in your hands.

I venture to think that the Association has a very strong and just
case. It is quite plain that this Ordinance, if sanctioned, will prevent
British Indians even from holding leases of landed property, which
they have hitherto been allowed to hold under Law 3 of 1885. Thus
then, on the eve of the Colony receiving Responsible Government,
it would appear that the present Ordinance, instead of at least main-
taining the status quo, will render the position of British Indians worse in
respect of holding land, as it has been in other respects, than before the
war. I trust, therefore, that you will see your way to advise His Majesty
to disallow the Ordinance.

In view of the arrival of the British Indian Deputation from the
Transvaal and their mission, coupled with the fact of the passing of the
Ordinance which is the subject matter of this communication, I think
that a commission of enquiry such as was suggested by Sir Muncherji
to your predecessor, which commission I understand was all but
appointed, is very necessary for the protection of British Indians in
the Transvaal.

I am, my Lord,
Your obedient servant,

From a photostat of the typewritten draft: S.N. 4427/2

48. CIRCULAR LETTER?

Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon, W.C.,
October 31, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I beg to inform you that Lord Elgin has appointed Thursday the
8th November at 3 p.m. to receive the Transvaal Indian Deputation at
the Colonial Office. Mr. Ally and I trust that you will be kind enough
to make it convenient to attend at the Colonial Office at 2.30 p.m.
on Thursday the 8th November so that there may be a short conference
between the members of the introducing deputation. Sir Lepel Griffin

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 463.

2 The noting on the office copy shows that this letter was sent to Sir Charles
Dilke, Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Lepel Griffin, Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree, Sir Henry
Cotton, Ameer Ali and Sir George Birdwood.



44 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

has now consented to head the deputation and to introduce Mr. Ally
and me.

I hope shortly to be able to let you have a copy of the Representa-
tion! to be submitted to Lord Elgin previous to the reception of the
deputation, which will form the basis for the deputation to work upon.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
M. K. GanpuI

From a photostat of the signed typewritten office copy: S.N. 4429

49. LETTER TO PROFESSOR PARMANAND

[Hoter CekciL,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906
DEAR PROFESSOR PARMANAND,

I am sorry you cannot be here today. Pillay’s case is very sad. I
do not know what should be done, but when we meet we shall have
to think it out. He seems to have difficulty in finding even his food.
Will you go into his case thoroughly and if necessary find him lodgings
at India House?

Yours sincerely,
PrOFESSOR PARMANAND
65, CROMWELL AVENUE
HicHGATE

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4430

50. LETTER TO LORD STANLEY

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

TO
Tue Ricur HoN’BLE LORD STANLEY OF ALDERLEY?
18, MANSFIELD STREET

MY LORD,

I am obliged for the appointment given by you. I shall avail
myself of it at 10 a.m. tomorrow (Thursday).
I remain,
Your humble servant,

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4431

1 “Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 45-54
2 (1839-1925); educationist and Member of Parliament



51. LETTER TO F. H. BROWN

[HoterL Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I thank you for your letter. I shall await you at 3 o’clock
tomorrow, and then after having a chat together I shall avail myself
of your kind offer to take me to the reception.!

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
F. H. Brown, Esq.
“DILKUSHA 7’
WESTBOURNE RoAD
Forest Hirr, S.E.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4432

52. REPRESENTATION TO LORD ELGIN?

Hoter Cekcrt,
LonDoN,
October 31, 1906
TO
Tue Ricat HonN’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN
His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoroniAaL OFFICE
Lonpon

MY LORD,
APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES

1. We, the undersigned, have been appointed by the British Indian
Association of the Transvaal to lay before you the views of the Indian
community of the Transvaal regarding the Asiatic Law Amendment
Ordinance of the Transvaal Legislative Council published in the Trans-
vaal Government Gazette dated the 28th day of September, 1906. At a
mass meeting of British Indians, numbering nearly 3,000 British Indian

1 Vide “Letter to F. H. Brown”, pp. 36-7.
2 This was drawn up by Gandhiji on or before October 31 and forwarded with
the “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, p. 65.
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residents of the Transvaal, held at the old Empire Theatre in Johannes-
burg on the 11th day of September, 1906, it was among other things
resolved to send a Deputation to attend on Your Lordship. The selection
of the delegates was left to the Committee of the Association and, as said
before,! we were selected by the Committee.

Wno ARE THE DELEGATES?

2. The first undersigned is the Honorary Secretary of the Associa-
tion, was one of the organizers of the Natal Indian Volunteer Ambulance
Corps formed at the time of the Boer War, and was the organizer and in
charge of the Indian Stretcher-Bearer Corps formed under the auspices
of the Natal Indian Congress in connection with the recent Native
rebellion of Natal. He is a Barrister of the Inner Temple and has since
1903 practised as a solicitor in Johannesburg.

3. The second undersigned is a merchant by profession, and besides
being a member of the British Indian Association, is the founder and
Chairman of the Hamidia Islamic Society of Johannesburg.

4. Both the undersigned are old settlers of South Africa; the first
undersigned settled in South Africa in 1893 and is father of four child-
ren, all of whom are in South Africa. The second undersigned has
settled in South Africa for the last twenty-three years and is the father
of eleven children all born in South Africa.

INnDIAN PoPULATION OF THE TRANSVAAL

5. The present Indian population of the Transvaal is about 13,000
according to permit returns, and over 10,000 according to census returns,
as against a white population of over 280,000. The Indians of the
Transvaal are merchants, traders, their assistants, hawkers and domestic
servants—the great majority being merchants or hawkers.

Law 3 orF 1885

6. Law 3 [of] 1885 as amended in 1886 is applicable to Asiatics,
including ‘“‘coolies, Malays, Arabs, and Mahomedan subjects of the
Turkish Empire”, and as interpreted by the Supreme Court of the Trans-
vaal,

(1) confines as to residence those who come under it to locations or streets
set specially apart for them, for a breach of which provision there is
no sanction provided in the law and which is therefore nugatory in effect,

(2) deprives them of burgher rights,

(3) deprives them of right of ownership of fixed property except in locations
and streets before referred to,

(4) and requires those who may settle in the Transvaal for purposes of trade
or otherwise to pay a fee of £3 and be registered within eight days of

1 Vide “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin’’, pp. 15-6.
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their arrival. (The Law as interpreted by the courts does not require regisiration
of children of such settlers, their wives and those who are not traders.)

7. The above Law is not restrictive of immigration but it is meant
to penalize traders to the extent of £3. During the Boer regime it formed
the subject of representations by the British Government and was there-
fore never then strictly enforced. For its administration there was no
separate department of the State, and registration merely consisted in passing
to the payer a receipt for L£3.

UNDER THE BRriTisH REGIME

8. After the advent of British rule, contrary to promises and expecta-
tions, separate Asiatic Offices were established. The Peace Preserva-
tion Ordinance, which was admittedly a measure calculated to safeguard
the State from dangerous characters, was misapplied to restrict Indian
immigration, and under it permits were only granted to British Indians
on the recommendation of the officers in charge. This practice gave
rise to much abuse and corruption. These officers accepted bribes on a
wholesale system, and Indian refugees who had a right to immediate
return to the Transvaal had difficulty in doing so, and were often obliged
to pay as much as £30. This was brought to the notice of the local
Government more than once by the British Indian Association, with the
result ultimately that two officials were criminally tried, and although
the jury discharged them for want of evidence, they were dismissed from
Government service. The Asiatic Offices were then abolished and the
granting of permits was transferred, as it should have been, to the Chief
Secretary for Permits.! Though under this regime permits to British
Indians were granted only sparingly and after a great deal of delay and
searching examination, there was no corruption. In the meanwhile an
official was appointed under the designation of Protector of Asiatics in the
Colonial Department.

INDIANS REGISTERED

9. While the Permit Department was under the Chief Secretary for
Permits, Lord Milner thought fit to enforce Law 3 of 1885 rigorously, and
appointed the Permit Secretary to be Registrar of Asiatics. The British
Indian Association respectfully protested against the step,?2 but although
it was not obligatory on the British Indians who had paid £3 to the
Boer Government to re-register, on the urgent advice of Lord Milner
they allowed themselves to be re-registered. These certificates contain
names of holders, their wives, number of children, the age of the holders,
their distinctive marks and thumb-prints.

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 145.
2 Vide Vol. III, pp. 364-71.
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10. The following was the assurance given by Lord Milner at the
time the advice was offered:

I think that registration is a protection to them. To that registration
there is attached a £3 tax. It is only asked for once. Those who have paid
it to the old Government have only to prove that they have done so and they
have not to pay it again. Again, once on the register, their position is esta-
blished and no further registration is necessary, nor is a fresh permit required. That
registration gives you a right to be here and a right to come and go.l

11. At the present day, save women and children, almost every
Indian in the Transvaal is in possession of a permit bearing the holder’s
name, place of birth, occupation, last address, his signature and as a rule
thumb-impression and in most if not all cases, registration certificates
above described. If, therefore, there are any Indians in the Transvaal
who are without permits and do not fall within the exemption clauses of
the Peace Preservation Ordinance, they are unauthorized residents and
liable to be expelled under that Ordinance. Those who cannot pro-
duce permits have the burden thrown on them of proving that they come
within the exemption clauses. If they do not obey expulsion orders,
they are liable to suffer imprisonment. The Peace Preservation Ordi-
nance moreover makes it a criminal offence to obtain a permit by fraudu-
lent representations, or to abet one in so obtaining a permit, or to enter
on a permit obtained by fraud.

PRESENT MACHINERY FOR DETECTION OF UNAUTHORIZED
EnTRY COMPLETE

12. Thus the machinery for punishing unauthorized Indian residents
in the Transvaal is complete and effective. And by its voluntary act
above referred to, the Indian community has furnished the authorities
with complete means of identification of a double character. Those
Indians who have tried to enter on permits belonging to other Indians
have been heavily punished. Many such cases are on record.

13. There would appear therefore to be no occasion for any further
measure of law to prevent fraud, or impersonation, or unauthorized entry.
Under the present permit regulations, according to the testimony given
by an official,

(1) women, whether they accompany their husbands or not, [and]

(2) children of whatever age, even infants, whether in company of their
parents or not, are required to produce permits. Cases have happened
where tender children five years old have been torn away from their
parents, and wives from their husbands, although the fathers or the
husbands accompanying the children or wives have produced permits.

14. Old residents of the Transvaal who have paid £3 as the price
of their residence experience a delay of months before they receive
their permits, and that after an investigation which is over-severe in

1 Vide Vol. III, pp. 367-8.
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character and carried on secretly, and by boards which sit at their leisure
to conduct their examination.

NEw ORDINANCE

15. On the top of all these disabilities has come like a thunderbolt
upon the Indian community the amending Ordinance. It sets up a
humiliating system of passes to be carried by every Indian resident in
the Transvaal. It establishes a system of identification which may vary
from time to time. The Assistant Colonial Secretary informed a deputa-
tion of Indians that the imprints of all the digits should be required and
passes containing such imprints should be produced by the holders to
every police official who may wish to challenge the Indians. The permits
and registration certificates, obtained after a great deal of trouble, are
to be surrendered in exchange for the new certificates. We may state
that, in order to carry out the above registration, people were dragged
from their rooms in the early morning and subjected to much hard
treatment.

Its REaL NATURE

16. The Ordinance in fact is not one for registration but for identi-
fication, of a type applied to the worst criminals. So far as we are
aware such a law is unknown in any of the British Colonies. It is hardly
an amendment of the Law 3 of 1885, because its scope is admittedly
totally different from that of the latter.

17. The amending law condemns every permit unless the holder
of it can prove it to be not tainted with fraud. It leaves the children of
parents, though the latter may be in possession of bona-fide permits, to
the tender mercy of the officer in charge of its administration. It is class
legislation of the worst type. While it is calculated to submit the Indians
to intense irritation and humiliation, it gives absolutely nothing.

THE So-cALLED RELIEF

18. For the remission of £3 fee is superfluous, as every adult male
Indian and in many cases even children at present resident in the Trans-
vaal have already paid it. According to the statement by the Trans-
vaal Colonial Secretary, no Indians who are not pre-war residents of the
Transvaal will be allowed to enter the Colony until the Responsible
Government has considered the question of immigration. And as the
present Indian residents have already paid the £3, and as the pre-war
residents who have still to re-enter have also mostly paid the £3 to the
Dutch Government, the remission of the £3 payment is no concession
at all.

6-4
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19. The authority for temporary permits is also not required as they
have been granted at the discretion of the authorities under the Peace
Preservation Ordinance.

20. The reliefas to the supply of liquor is, so far as it may be appli-
cable to Indians, a direct insult.

21. The relief to the heirs of those Indians who may have held fixed
property before the date of Law 3 of 1885 is individual in character
and is meant only to affect one small piece of land in the Transvaal.

22. The Ordinance therefore is in no way a relief or protection to
the Indian community.

COMPARISON

23. We cannot lay too much stress on the fact that the amending
Ordinance, while it leaves untouched all the disabilities of Law 3 of
1885, makes the position of British Indians much worse than under Law 3
of 1885, as will appear more clearly from the following comparison :

UnpErR Law 3 or 1885 UNDER NEwW ORDINANCE
1. Traders only were required All male Indians (they have
to pay £3 and take out receipts. already paid £3) are now to take
out certificates of registration.
2. No particulars of identifica- Most humiliating particulars
tion had to be furnished. of identification are to be furnished.
3. Registration was not in res- This registration is essentially
triction of immigration. for restricting immigration.
4. Children of registered par- Children of registered parents

ents were not required to register. must all be registered :

(a) Children under eight years to
be provisionally registered,
and parents to furnish means
of identification. (A baby eight
days old will have to give ten
digit prints and be carried to
the registering officer.)

(b) Children over eight vyears
must be separately registered,
subject to the same require-
ment as to identification.

(¢) If the children are not so
registered after they attain the
age of 16 years, they are liable
to expulsion under severe
penalty unless they get them-
selves registered.
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5. Failure to register never car-
ried with it expulsion.

6. Malays were subject to re-
gistration under Law 3 of 1885.

7. Law 3 of 1885 was a law
passed by an ignorant Government,
and was under promise of total
repeal by the British Government.

8. Responsible Government
could not use Law 3 of 1885 as
a precedent for class legislation.
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(d) Any Asiatic without authority
bringing into the Colony a
child under 16 years is liable
to a severe penalty and cancel-
lation of his registration and to
expulsion. (This probably ap-
plies to parents bringing their
babies in arms and certainly
to lawfully resident Asiatics
bringing the baby of another
resident Asiatic.)

Any Asiatic employing (even
ignorantly!) such a child is
liable to like penalties.
Failure on the part of parent
or guardian to make applica-
tion under (a) and (b) renders
him liable to a fine of £100

or 3 months’ imprisonment.

Failure to register carries
with it expulsion although the
Asiatic in question be in possession
of permit and registration, and
therefore doubly a lawful resident
of the Transvaal, even according
to the amending Ordinance.
Thus by a stroke of the pen the present
title to residence is to be rendered of no
effect and value. In other words, vested
interests, hitherto considered so sacred,
are to be taken away to satisfy a cap-
rice.

Malays are exempt from the
operation of the new Ordinance.

The present Ordinance has
been passed deliberately by an
enlightened Government in posses-
sion of full knowledge of the
history of India and its civilization.

Responsible Government
would be perfectly justified in
using this Ordinance as a prece-
dent for class legislation.
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9. Law 3 of 1885 was passed The present Ordinance has
by a Government in respect of been passed by a Government be-
people not its own subjects. longing to the same Imperial fold

as the Indians.

10. There could be no ques- The present Ordinance re-
tion of exemption as registration was duces Indians to a lower level than
not humiliating. the Kaffirs:

(a) because Kaffirs who carry
passes do not have to sup-
ply humiliating identification
particulars contemplated by
the Ordinance,

(b) Kaffirs having reached a cer-
tain status are exempted from
liability to carry passes, where-
as Indians, no matter what
status they may enjoy or how
well educated they may be,
must be registered and carry
passes.

REAsoNs FOR THE NEw ORDINANCE

24. We learn that the reasons for passing the Ordinance are that:
(a) the local Government wishes to stop the alleged large,
unauthorized influx of Indians, against whom there is a
great deal of prejudice on the part of the white residents
of the Transvaal;
(b) the local Government believes that there is on the part of
the Indian community an organized attempt to flood the
country with British Indians without authority.

25. It is not denied that there are Indians who attempt to enter
the Transvaal without authority. To meet such cases the present laws
are, as shown above, amply sufficient. A large unauthorized influx has
been repeatedly denied by the Indians, and never proved. The allega-
tion as to an organized attempt by the community is a pure fabrication.

LocaL PREJUDICE

26. The prejudice on the part of many white men, especially of the
petty trading class, is admitted. We would at the same time respect-
fully state that the general body of white people are indifferent. The
Indian trader and the hawker—the former relying on the support of
wholesale European houses and the latter on the white householders of
all descriptions—would not be able to exist in the Transvaal but for such
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support. The petition! presented on behalf of Indians by Mr. Hosken
and other representatives of leading houses bears out this contention.

RemMEDY FOR MEETING THE PREJUDICE

27. But recognizing the prejudice, the Indian community has all
along accepted the principle of restriction of immigration along the Cape
or Natal line, subject to permission to import assistants and servants, and
since it is the traders who arouse hostility and jealousy, the community
has also accepted the principle of control and regulation of new trade
licences by municipal bodies, their decisions being subject in gross
cases to review by the Supreme Court. These two enactments, if adopted,
would dispel all fear of an inordinate influx of Asiatics, or their competi-
tion in trade. But any such legislation should, by repealing Law 3 of 1885,
restore to the resident Indian population the right of ownership of fixed property
and freedom of movement and locomotion.

28. Legislation of the above-mentioned type, being applicable to
all, would obviate gross abuse of authority, which experience has shown
always takes place wherever there is class legislation specially applicable
to weaker races. It will moreover continue the policy laid down by
Mr. Chamberlain at the Conference of the Colonial Premiers? and since
re-affirmed by him in practice. It was that policy which dictated a veto
of the first Disfranchising Bill of the Natal Legislative Assembly?® and
the Immigration Restriction Draft Bill* specially applied to Asiatics and
submitted by the late Mr. Harry Escombe’. Such non-class legislation
can be effectively passed now. It will then place before the incoming
Responsible Government the Imperial idea of restrictive legislation and
throw on it the burden of showing the necessity for any further restric-
tions.

29. If, however, such a step be not practicable at present, the whole
question should, in the humble opinion of the Deputation, be left over
until the newly formed Transvaal legislature under the new constitu-
tion has met.

A COMMISSION AS AN ALTERNATIVE

30. In the meanwhile, the least that is due to the Indian community
is the appointment of a strong and impartial commission to investigate
the allegations as to the unauthorized entry of British Indians into the
Transvaal, and to report upon the administration of the Peace Preser-
vation Ordinance as affecting British Indians, and also to report upon
the adequacy or otherwise of the present laws to meet unlawful entry of

1 Vide Vol. 1II, pp. 357-8.

2 Vide Vol. 11, pp. 354-6.

3 Vide Vol. 1, p. 358; also Vol. II, p. 57.

4 ibid., p. 282.

5 (1838-99); Prime Minister of Natal, 1897; vide Vol. I, p. 381.
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Indians, and generally upon the legislation affecting British Indians.
If those who have been making the allegations are sincere, the delibera-
tions of the commission need not take a long time.

BriTisH INDIANS AS APART FROM OTHER ASIATICS

31. The Deputation has been specially directed to secure an
insistence on the consideration of the question affecting British Indians as
such, instead of their being mixed up with non-British Asiatics. Special
promises have been made to British Indians, both in India and outside
it, even in connection with the Transvaal laws. It may not be con-
sidered too much on the part of the Indians to ask for a proper fulfil-
ment of such promises.

32. Above all, the integrity of the community is at stake. The
amending Ordinance is a punitive measure. It has been brought in to
meet the alleged organized attempt of the community to introduce into
the Transvaal unauthorized Indians. If His Majesty’s Government
sanctions such a measure, it will be party to a wholesale condemnation
of the Indian community, without any proof whatsoever having been
publicly brought forward to substantiate such a serious accusation.

We have the honour to remain,
Your Lordship’s humble servants,

M. K. GanDHI
H. O. ALy
MEMBERS OF THE
TransvaaL Britisu InpiaNn DepuTATION

From a photostat of the printed original: C.O. 291, Vol. 113/Ind.; also S.N.
4441a

53. LETTER TO G. GODFREY

Hoter Cecrr,
[LoNDON, ]
October 31, 1906

MY DEAR GEORGE,

Here is your Representation!. I believe it will be most effective.
I have been thinking over the printing expenses; I think it will be more
hallowed if the signatories bore the expenses. I have to render to the
Association an account of every penny that is spent, and I hate the
idea of even thinking that such a personal appeal has to be paid for.
It takes away so much from the reality of the thing. The cost will be

1 This draft was revised by Gandhiji after discussion with the signatories. For
final version, vide ‘“Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 78-80.
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trifling. I can bear it myself; Mr. Ally has offered to bear it; but
none of these things will meet the case. You must—five or six of you
—divide it amongst you. You will understand the thing: it is the
principle I want to inculcate here: it is a matter of very little moment,
but you ought to be able to face anybody and say you have borne the
expense, because you have felt. The Representation as drawn up by
me will not cost more than £2, if that.

There should be no time lost in sending this out. I would like you
and the others who will join with you to [go to] the House of Commons
yourselves and make a personal canvass in our interests and a personal
appeal in distributing the pamphlets, and similarly to go to the different
Editors. If they do not receive you it does not matter: they cannot do
the cause any harm, and if they do receive you, so much the better.

Yours sincerely,
Geo. Goprrey, Esq.
Lonpon

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4433

54. LETTER TO H. ROSE MACKENZIE

Hoter CEcit,
Lonpon,
October 31, 1906

DEAR MR. MACKENZIE,

I am sorry I was away when you called at the Hotel. I thank you
for the very good interview published in S.4.! and for the marked copy
sent by you. The whole of my day is passed mostly in interviewing
people, and I am never certain when I am here, but it is always possi-
ble for me to be at the Hotel between 1 and 2 o’clock. May I ask you
to lunch with me tomorrow, if you are free, when we may have a
further chat about the question that has brought the Deputation here.
I still feel that a great deal can be done by a quiet chat, because there
is much misunderstanding as to the Indian position. If you can kindly
come, please telephone or wire.

Yours faithfully,
H. Rose Mackenzie, Esq.?
WincuesTER House, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4435

1Vide ‘“Interview to South Africa”, pp. 7-10.
2 Representative of South Africa?



55. LETTER TO DR. jJ. OLDFIELD

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

MY DEAR OLDFIELD,

Many thanks for your note. I am so much occupied that I see I
must encroach upon my dinner hours and see you at 145, New Kent
Road, Elephant and Castle, on Thursday between 6 and 7 p.m. I take
it that you are there in any case. IfI cannot come then, please do not
wait beyond 7 p.m. I shall then try to be at Bromley on Friday some
time after 4 p.m. I shall telephone or write if I have to disturb the
appointment for Thursday, if I know it earlier.

I am delighted that Mr. Ally is making very good progress.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. OLDFIELD

Lapy MARGARET HospiTaL
BroMiEY,

KenT

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4436

56. LETTER TO YUK LIN LEW

[Hoter Ckcir,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

DEAR MR. LEW,

I had a copy of the Chinese Representation from Mr. James. I see
that this is not in accordance with the draft! I had prepared. Paragraph 6
of the Petition is open to grave objection. There are other minor points
also which might have been left alone. However, I do not consider it
necessary to disturb the Representation. I enclose herewith draft of

the letter? that should be forwarded to H. E. the Chinese Minister.
Yours truly,

Enclosure

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4437

1'This is not available.
2 Vide ‘“Draft for Chinese Ambassador”, pp. 59-60.



57. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

Tue Ricat HonN’BLE THE EARL oF ErcIN

His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE (COLONIES
LonpoN

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 30th instant
informing me that Lord Elgin will be pleased to receive the Transvaal
Indian Deputation at 3 o’clock on Thursday the 8th November at the
Colonial Office, for which I beg on behalf of my co-Delegate Mr. Ally
and myself to tender our respectful thanks to His Lordship.

I note the remarks made in the last paragraph of your letter, and
I shall see to it that the number does not exceed twelve. As soon as the
list is complete I shall have the honour to forward to you the names
of those who will be present.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4438

58. LETTER TO MISS A. PYWELL!

[Hoter CEeciL,
Lonpon,]
October 31, 1906

DEAR MISS PYWELL,

I have your note of the 26th instant. I should be very sorry to have
to leave England without having made your acquaintance. Will you
kindly tell me whether I am likely to find you any day it may be

1 Vide “‘Letter to A. H. West”, p. 21.
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possible for me to take a run to Leicester. It is just possible that I

may be able to put in a day without disturbing my work.
Yours truly,
Miss Apa PyweLn

35, MELBOURNE STREET
LEICESTER

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4439

59. LETTER TO H. 0. ALLY

HoteL Cecrr,
LonpoN,
October 31, 1906
DEAR MR. ALLY,

I am exceedingly sorry I have not been able to come this evening,
but shall try to come tomorrow. When we see each other, I shall des-
cribe to you how I have been spending my time. In the meantime I
can only tell you that I am working under greater pressure than in
Johannesburg. I went to bed last night at 3.30 in the morning.

The Chinese Deputation is being pushed. I am in touch with them.
I have forwarded a Representation! to be sent in by the Chinese Minister.

As to your coming here every day and returning in the afternoon,
we will discuss that when we meet.

I chanced to meet Sir Richard Solomon? at the House of Commons
tonight and had a brief chat with him. He was very nice about the
whole thing. He enquired about you.

I have not yet been able to see Justice Ameer Ali myself, but have
been in correspondence with him. Mr. Ameer Ali writes to me saying
that he will meet us on the day of the Deputation. Sir Muncherji is
strongly of the opinion that there should be a permanent committee.3
I have, therefore, in order that it may be established while we are here,
cabled today for sanction.*

I have sent you a ’phone message that I shall probably come to
Bromley tomorrow. I am to see Dr. Oldfield between 6 and 7 in the
evening and shall probably come along with him.

H. O. ALry, Esg.

Lapy MAarcGaArReT HospiTaL
BroMLEY

KeNT

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4440

1 Vide “Letter to Yuk Lin Lew”, p. 56.

2 Sir Richard was in England at this time; vide Vol. V, pp. 467 and 473.
3 Vide ‘““Letter to H. S. L. Polak”, pp. 17-20.

4 The cable is not available.



60. DRAFT FOR CHINESE AMBASSADOR!

[After October 31, 1906]

FROM

His ExceLLENcY THE ENvoy EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER
PrENtPOTENTIARY OF His MAJEsTY THE EMPEROR oF CHINA

Loxpon

TO

His ExceLLENcYy SIR EDWARD GREY

His Britannic MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SIR,

I beg to forward herewith a true translation of a Petition received
by me from the free Chinese subjects resident in the Transvaal in con-
nection with their grievances in that Colony, and particularly with refe-
rence to an Ordinance called “The Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinan-
ce”’ numbered 29 and passed by the Legislative Council of that Colony.
I granted audience to Mr. L. M. James, the delegate who has been
specially deputed by the Chinese subjects aforementioned to present
in person the Petition above referred to, and to place before me their
case.

It appears to me that, if the statements made in the Petition are
correct, and from investigation made by me and from what I have
learnt through the Chinese Consul-General for South Africa I have no
doubt as to the truth of these statements, the Chinese subjects have a
very real grievance.

I am aware that the objectionable features referred to in paragraph
7 of the Petition do not appear in the Ordinance itself, but I am in-
formed that it is the intention of the Transvaal Government to pass
regulations requiring finger-impressions and other particulars of identi-
fication, which the Petitioners would properly resent. Apart, however,
from any such regulations the Ordinance in question undoubtedly
appears to be open to very serious objections, and exposes Chinese
subjects to unnecessary hardships, inconvenience and degradation.

I invite your attention to the fact that the most amicable rela-
tions exist between His Majesty King Edward VII and the Emperor
of China, and that British subjects are entitled to the most-favoured-
nation treatment throughout the Chinese Empire.

1 This representation was drafted by Gandhiji; vide “Letter to Yuk Lin Lew”,
p- 27 and ‘“‘Letter to H. O. Ally”, p. 58.
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I therefore trust that Your Excellency will deem it fit to secure for
the Chinese subjects in the Transvaal proper treatment to which I ap-
prehend, as subjects of an independent nation in alliance with Great
Britain, they are entitled.

I have the honour to remain,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4441

61. INTERVIEW TO “SOUTH AFRICA™?

[LoNDoN,
November 1, 19061

In conversation with a representative of South Africa, Mr. Advocate Gandhi...
stated that the Natal Indian Congress had passed a resolution sympathizing with
the objects of the Deputation, similar to the one recently adopted by the British
Indians at the Cape.

[Ganpay1:] While on the subject of Natal, I may mention that I
have received a cablegram? asking me to place before the authorities
here the questions arising out of the Bill to be introduced in the Natal
legislature by Mr. Ralph Tatham.

[REporTER:] What are the main objections to that measure from the Indian
point of view?

[GanpHr:]  Well, the net result of that Bill, supposing it be-
comes law—which I cannot for a moment conceive — will be to deprive
hundreds of Indian traders of their means of livelihood. It will mean
the sweeping away of vested rights by a stroke of the pen. In Durban there
are only about 250 Indian voters out of a List of 7,000, and in Maritz-
burg, about 31 out of nearly 3,000, and all those Indian voters are not
by any means merchant traders. Some of them are professional men,
and at present many of them are not in Natal at all; so that the Bill, if
passed into law, will make a clean sweep of the Indian traders both
in Durban and Maritzburg. Moreover, the Voters’ Roll, so far as
Indians are concerned, is now a closed book for any future Indians be-
cause of the Franchise Act, which prevents all those who do not come
from countries possessing Parliamentary institutions being placed on the
Roll.

But the matter of licences is in the hands of the licensing authorities at
present ?

Yes, that is so, and it makes the reason for bringing in such a Bill
as this all the more inconceivable to me. The present Dealers’ Licenses

1 Published in South Africa, 3-11-1906 and republished in Indian Opinion, 15-12-1906
2 Vide “‘Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, p. 72.
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Act of Natal leaves [it] at the discretion of the licensing officers either
to grant licenses or to refuse them.

And that discretion, I presume, is used fairly?

On the contrary, the licensing officers have exercised that discre-
tion sometimes in a most high-handed manner, without any relief
being obtainable from the Supreme Court.

Can you mention a specific instance, Mr. Gandhi?

Certainly I can. In Vryheid the only Indian merchant, Dada
Osman, was deprived of his licence to trade, although he was trading
on his own ground, and had been doing so for a long time during the
Boer regime.! Had Vryheid remained part of the Transvaal, Mr. Dada
Osman would have been trading to-day; but as Vryheid has been taken
over by Natal, subject to the anti-Asiatic laws of the Transvaal, there
are two sets of laws in operation there against Indians, of which the
Natal law is the more drastic, so far as the licensing of Indian traders
is concerned.

How does that affect Mr. Osman?

The result is that, in virtue of the Transvaal law, he cannot hold
landed property in Vryheid; whilst in virtue of the Natal law, he is at
the mercy of the licensing officer for his trade. He has therefore been
obliged to quit the district altogether.

Is not that an isolated case, resulting from the particular circumstances at
Vryheid ?

Not so. The licensing officer in Durban refused to transfer the
license of a well-known Indian silk merchant from one place of business
to another, although the merchant referred to has been in business for
a very long time, and his store was in no way in competition with Euro-
pean trade.? It seems to me, in fact, that Mr. Tatham’s Bill is quite
uncalled for, and is really an attempt to drive the Indians out of Natal
altogether.

But you know there is a strong prejudice growing against the Indian com-
munity in Natal?

I fail to see why there should be any such feeling. Natal has
incurred a threefold obligation in favour of Indians. One is that it owes
its prosperity to the existence of indentured Indian labour; the second
is that it was the Natal Indians who raised an Ambulance Corps of over
1,000 Indians at the time of the Boer War,* whose work was specially
mentioned in General Buller’s despatches, and the third is that, during
the recent native rebellion, the Indians, recognizing their duty as
citizens, irrespective altogether of their political opinions, offered the

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 123.
2 The case of Hoondamal; wvide Vol. IV, pp. 357-9.
3 Vide Vol. 111, pp. 163-9.
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Government services of an Indian Stretcher-bearer Corps,! whose work
was highly appreciated by Sir Henry McCallum.

Reverting for a moment to the question of the Transvaal Ordinance, our
representative pointed out to Mr. Gandhi that the enactment contained no provisions
necessitating the identification of Indians by means of digital impressions.

That is so. But Mr. Lionel Curtis, who was then Assistant Colo-
nial Secretary for Urban Affairs in the Transvaal, told a British
Indian deputation about three months ago that it was the Government’s
intention to establish a system of identification under which all Indians
would be required to put down on their passes the impressions of their
ten fingers, a provision which the Deputation naturally very strongly
protest against.

But there is no such provision in the Ordinance?

No; but the Ordinance provides that the Lieutenant-Governor
may from time to time make regulations under it, prescribing, amongst
other things, the means of identification to be furnished by Indians.
It is also laid down in the Ordinance that police officers shall have the
right not only to demand from all Asiatics over the age of 16 years pro-
duction of their passes, but to insist on their furnishing such means of
identification as may be prescribed by the regulations, which, accord-
ing to Mr. Curtis’s declaration, means finger-impressions. Such a system
is not in force, so far as I am aware, in any part of the world, at any
rate with regard to British Indians. It does not apply even to the
indentured Indians in Natal.

Indian Opinion, 15-12-1906

62. LETTER TO SIR CHARLES SCHWANN

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
November 1, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Mr. Ally and I have arrived from South Africa as a Deputation on
behalf of the British Indians of the Transvaal to wait upon Lord Elgin,
and later on Mr. Morley, in connection with the recently passed Asiatic
Ordinance of the Legislative Council of the Transvaal. Mr. Ally and I
have been endeavouring to induce gentlemen who have sympathized
with the British Indians in South Africa and who have at all studied the
question to lead us. The gentlemen as per list? enclosed have already

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 363 and 368-73.

2 This as well as the one mentioned in the ‘“Letter to G.J. Adam”, p. 68, was
very likely the same as that sent to Lord Elgin later. Vide ‘“‘Letter to Private Secretary
to Lord Elgin”, p. 95.
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consented to join the Deputation, and Sir Lepel Griffin has been asked,
and has consented, to head it. Mr. Ally and I shall be very much obli-
ged if you could see your way, as you have often spoken in the House
on the British Indian question in South Africa, to also lend the Deputa-
tion the weight of your influence by your presence. In any case we
shall be obliged if you will favour us with an interview so that we may
place the position before you. The date fixed by Lord Elgin to receive
the Deputation is Thursday the 8th instant at 3 p.m. at the Colonial Office.

On behalf of Mr. Ally and myself,

I remain,
Yours faithfully,

Enclosure
SiR CHARLES ScHWANN, M.P.
House oF ComMONs
LoxpoN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4442

63. LETTER TO H. COX

[Hoter Cecir,
Lonpon,]
November 1, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I thrice attempted to see you at the House, and sent my card, but
I have not been fortunate enough to meet you. I enclose herewith a
letter given to me by Sir William Wedderburn. Sir Henry Cotton has
sent me a message that you have consented to join the deputation, for
which both Mr. Ally and I are extremely obliged to you. If you could
kindly give me an appointment, I shall wait upon you at the time given
by you and place the position before you. Lord Elgin has fixed Thurs-
day the 8th instant at 3 o’clock to receive the Deputation at the Colonial
Office. Sir Lepel Griffin has been asked, and has consented, to head
the deputation.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
Enclosure!

Harorp Cox, Esg., M.P.
House or CoMMONS
LoNpoN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4443

I Through oversight the enclosure was not sent with this letter. It was later
forwarded by Gandhiji’s secretary.



64. LETTER TO AMEER ALI

[HoterL CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 1, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I have your postcard. My letter informing you, however, of the
date of the Deputation must have crossed the postcard. Mr. Ally, I am
sorry to say, has not yet returned from the Hospital, though he is get-
ting much better. Both he and I are anxious to pay our respects to you
and to place the position before you before the Deputation waits on Lord
Elgin. If, therefore, you can give an appointment some time before
Thursday Mr. Ally will come down from Bromley specially and we will

wait on you.
I am,

Yours faithfully,

AMEER AvLl, Esq., C.I.E.
THE LAMBDENS,
BEENHAM

NEAR READING

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4445

65. CIRCULAR LETTER!

[Hoter Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

Will you please attend at the Hotel at 12 noon sharp tomorrow
(Saturday, 3rd) in connection with the Representation? to be sent to

Lord Elgin by the Indian students from South Africa.
Yours truly,

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4448

1 This was evidently addressed to George Godfrey and other South African

Indians then studying in England.
2 Vide “‘Letter to G. Godfrey”, pp. 54-5.



66. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon, ]
November 2, 1906
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
TeE Ricut Hon’BLE THE EARL oF ErcIN
His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY FOR THE (COLONIES
LonponN

SIR,

In continuation of my letter of the 31st October, I have now the
honour to enclose herewith a Representation! containing a statement
of facts prepared by the Delegates which will form the basis for further
submission to Lord Elgin on the 8th instant. I shall be obliged if you will
kindly lay it before His Lordship.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

M. K. GaNDHI
Enclosure

From a photostat of the original: Colonial Office Records: C. O. 291,
Vol. 113/Ind.; also a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4470

67. LETTER TO H. S. L. POLAK

Hoter CEcit,
[LonDoN,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR MR. POLAK,

I send you by book-post 25 copies of the Representation, presented
to Lord Elgin by us as the basis for discussion at the interview which
comes off on the 8th. It is not to be printed, because most of the points
raised therein will be found in the memorials presented there. You may
deal with it generally if you like, though it will be stale by the time it
reaches you. You may, however, let friends have copies.

1 Vide “Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 45-54.
6-5
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I am sending you only a short note this mail. I have not the
energy to give you more. It is now 10.45. I am sending you a few cut-
tings also.

I expect a reply to my cablegram!, and hope you have encounter-
ed no difficulty in getting them to agree. Mr. Ally is with me complete-
ly. I have asked for only £300, and it is possible to manage with that
amount with close attention to economy, but if more could be voted
more work could be got through. Sir Muncherji is very enthusiastic.

Please ascertain from Miss Neufliess Miss Taylor’s address, and for-
ward it to Mr. Bissicks. His address is 83, Commercial Road, Black-
friars, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4449

68. LETTER TO H. KALLENBACH

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. KALLENBACH,

Just one line to thank you very much for your letter. I dare not
say more. I am working under greater pressure than in J burg.
Except for one night, I have not gone to bed before one o’clock. At times
I have sat up till 3.30 in the morning—and I do not know when I shall
retire tonight. It is now 10.15. I shall look forward to your letters
every week. IfI don’t write again from here, you will know why.

Yours sincerely,

H. KavLLEnBACH, EsQ.?
P. O. Box 2493
JOHANNESBURG

SouTH AFRICA

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4450

I Not available. From ‘Letter to H.S. L. Polak”, p. 20, it is clear that the
cablegram refers to the proposed South Africa British Indian Committee.

2 A prosperous Johannesburg architect and admirer of Tolstoy; became a
close associate and friend of Gandhiji. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXIII and
Autobiography Part IV, Ch. XXX.



69. LETTER TO A. H. WEST

HoteL CEkcit,
[LonDoON,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR MR. WEST,
The enclosed! tells you all I have to say: I am too busy to say
more. I had a letter from Miss Pywell in reply to mine?. I shall
endeavour still to run up to Leicester, if I can.

Yours  sincerely,
Enclosure

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4451

70. LETTER TO W.J. MACINTYRE

[Hoter CeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. MACINTYRE,

I have your nice, chatty, and humorous letter. Your pun is good.
It is funny that you should not have been aware to the extent you now
are of the spirit of toleration I possess. However, we shall know each
other better when the mists have rolled away. By the time this reaches
you you will be nearing your examination. Mr. Ritch has passed, and
your sanguine letter inspires me with the hope that you will do likewise.
I expect tomorrow Mrs. Freeth’s address.

Yours  sincerely,

W. J. MacIiNTYRE, EsQ.3
Box 6522
JOHANNESBURG

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4452

I Not available
2 Vide ‘‘Letter to Miss A. Pywell”, pp. 57-8.
3 A Scottish theosophist and articled clerk of Gandhiji



71. LETTER TO j. C. MUKERFI

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR MR. MUKERJI,

I received your wire. I had intended to send the list through
the professor!, but I forgot at the last moment. I shall now be sending
the names to Mr. Polak himself. I hope I have not unnecessarily
detained you.

Yours truly,
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4453

72. LETTER T0 G. J. ADAM

[Hoter CEeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR SIR,
Lord Elgin has appointed Thursday the 8th instant for receiving
the Deputation. The Delegates from the Transvaal will be assisted by
the gentlemen as per list enclosed. Sir Lepel Griffin will head the deputa-

tion. The list is subject to addition.
Yours truly,

G. J. Apam, Esq.
From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4454

73. LETTER T0 H. COX

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR SIR,
I have your letter and your postcard. I shall be pleased to wait on
you on Monday at 4.30.

I am,
Yours truly,

Harorp Cox, Eso.
6, Raymonp’s BuiLDINGS
Gray’s Inn, W.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4455

! Parmanand



74. LETTER TO MRS. S. WALTON

[HoTerL Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR MRS. SPENCER WALTON,

I have your letter of the 30th ultimo. I am now preparing for the
interview with Lord Elgin, which comes off on Thursday next. I shall
therefore endeavour to call on you either on Friday next, or early some
time week after. I shall however drop you a note if I can at all spare
the time.

Yours sincerely,

MRs. SPENCER WALTON

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4456

75. LETTER TO MISS E. LAWSON

[Hoter CekciL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR MISS LAWSON,

Does your not having turned up show that you have been suited?
If so, my congratulations. If you have not been fixed up, I will value
a call from you tomorrow. If I am away, please wait. I am likely to
be in the whole morning. If I go out in the afternoon I shall leave word
with somebody as to my movements. Mr. Simmonds will probably be
away for the afternoon; otherwise he would have waited.

Yours truly,

Miss LawsoN
c/o MRrs. HosTEr
ST. STEPHEN’S CHAMBERS
TeLEGrRAPH STREET, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4457



76. LETTER TO J. C. GIBSON

[Hoter CEcir,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. GIBSON,

I am obliged to you for your sympathetic note. As a matter of
fact I fully intended to call on you before leaving Johannesburg, but
working against time I have had to leave undone many things I would
have liked to do. I do not see the slightest chance of my being able to
go to Scotland. I have come here for a month, but I see I can put in a
good six months’ work and yet have a balance left over. I am practi-
cally working day and night.

Yours truly,
J. C. GiBson, Esg.!
P. O. Box 1261

JOHANNESBURG

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4458

77. LETTER TO S. HOLLICK

[HoteL CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I have your letter of the 31st ultimo. I shall be pleased to see you
at the Hotel on Monday or Tuesday next at 9.30 a.m. if it is conve-
nient to you.

Yours faithfully,
S. Hoirrick, Esq.
62, LonpoNn WaLL, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4459

1A resident of Johannesburg. It was to his private office that Gandhiji was
carried in an unconscious state after being assaulted by Mir Alam and others on
February 10, 1908; vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXII.



78. LETTER TO H. BISSICKS

[Hoter CecrL,]
Lonpon,
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. BISSICKS,

Your letter addressed to me at Johannesburg has been redirected
to me here. You will no doubt be surprised to receive this letter. If
you have the time I shall be glad to see you on Wednesday or Thurs-
day next at 9.30 a.m. I would have called myself, but as my stay here
is very brief, I am obliged to give up many friendly calls. I fully
sympathize with you in your troubles, and I do not at all expect you to
pay anything towards the advance made by me to the late Miss Bis-
sicks!. It was my contribution to the cause of vegetarianism. I regret
I do not know Miss Taylor’s address, but I am asking my people in
Johannesburg to send it to you.?

Yours truly,
H. Bissicks, Esq.
83, ComMERcIAL RoaDp
Brackrriars, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4460

79. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

Hoter CEeciL,
Lonpon, W.C.,
November 2, 1906
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
His ExcerrLeEncy THE RicHT HonN’BLE THE EARL ofF ELGIN
Hrs MAJEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE (COLONIES
Loxpon

SIR,

As I have arrived here as a member of the Transvaal Indian
Deputation, the Natal Indian Congress has forwarded to me the

1 A theosophist, client and friend. The reference is to the money Gandhiji
had lent her. Vide Vol. V, p. 33.
2 Vide ““Letter to H. S. L. Polak”, pp. 65-6.
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enclosed authority! to wait on His Lordship in connection with the local
disabilities of British Indians in Natal. I was Honorary Secretary of
the Congress for over six years, and even during my residence in Johan-
nesburg I have had the privilege of advising the Congress. I therefore
possess a fairly intimate knowledge of the situation in Natal.

On the 29th October I received the following cable:

Alarming Bill to restrict renewal of licenses to Parliamentary voters only lodged
in Assembly by Tatham. Trading liberty at stake. Explain Colonial Office
British public. Message recommended by representative gathering.

This message has reference to a Bill that it is proposed to intro-
duce by Mr. Ralph Tatham, [sic] a new Member of the Legislative
Assembly of Natal, limiting the renewal of trade licenses to those only
who are on the Parliamentary Voters’ Roll. The effect of this measure
would be, if it were passed into law, to efface the Indian trader entirely
from the Colony of Natal.

I shall be greatly obliged if His Lordship would favour me with a
short interview regarding the Natal matters, and I am sure that if Lord
Elgin could spare the time the favour would be highly appreciated by the
Natal Indian community.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,
[Enclosure] M. K. GanpHI

Colonial Office Records: C. O. 179, Vol. 239/Ind.; also a photostat of the type-
written office copy: S. N. 4461

80. LETTER TO T. H THORNTON

[Hoter CeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR SIR,

Mr. Arathoon told me that on the invitation of Sir Lepel Griffin
you had kindly consented to join the deputation which is to wait on
Lord Elgin in connection with the British Indians in the Transvaal. I
beg, therefore, to state that the Deputation will be received by Lord
Elgin at the Colonial Office on Thursday the 8th instant at 3 o’clock.
I have advised the other members of the time, and venture to suggest
that it will be better if all the members were at the Colonial Office at
half-past two, so that there should be a short conference amongst the

I By oversight Gandhiji failed to enclose this letter of authority. Vide ‘“Letter to
Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, pp. 103-4.
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members of the deputation. I enclose also a Circular Letter! I have
addressed to the members together with some papers.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
3 enclosures

T. H. TraorNTON, Esg., C.S.I., D.C.L.2
c/o THE East INDIA ASSOCIATION

3, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS

VicToriA STREET, S.W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4462

81. LETTER TO J. H. POLAK

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. POLAK,

I sent Mr. Ritch over to you in connection with the meeting, not
only because you know Mr. Scott much better than I do, but also
because my time is otherwise very fully occupied and I feel that if you
could spare a few hours during the 3 or 4 days that are available it
might be possible to hasten the proposed meeting of Members. The
idea is to have the meeting before the Deputation meets Lord Elgin
and to have a resolution passed by the meeting, to be forwarded to
Lord Elgin. If, therefore, you can do it, please bestir yourself. At the
same time I shall certainly see Mr. Scott and other Members, as sug-
gested by you.

What have you done with The Morning Leader man? Have you,
too, further considered the question of the education of the young
man?® about whom I had a chat with you last Sunday?

May I say that any expenses you may incur in connection with
the moving about, etc., should be paid by me.

As it is not possible for me to see the Pundit* before Sunday or on
any other day, I am afraid I shall have to deny myself the pleasure of
enjoying the musical evening at your house, and shall have to be

1 Vide “Circular Letter”, pp. 43-4.

2 Thomas Henry Thornton, (1832-1913); Chief Secretary to Government of the
Punjab (1864-76); Acting Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, (1876-7);
author of books on India

3 Ruthnum Pather

4 Shyamji Krishnavarma
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satisfied with the few hours I shall be able to pass with you in the
afternoon of Sunday. May I ask you also to look me up at the Hotel
in the morning, before you go to your office.

Yours truly,
J. H. Porak, Esq.
28, GROSVENOR RoaD
CANONBURY

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4463

82. LETTER TO MESSRS A. BONNER

[Hoter CEecir,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR SIRS,

I enclose herewith cheque for £6.17.0 together with your bill in
settlement of your account. I shall thank you to receipt the bill and
return it.

Yours faithfully,
[2] enclosure [s]

Cheque, £6.17.0
Account

Messrs A. BoNNER!
1 & 2, Took’s COURT
Lonpon, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4464

83. LETTER TO SIR HENRY COTTON

HoteL Cekcrr,
Lonpon,
November 2, 1906
DEAR SIR HENRY,

Mr. Scott, Mr. Robertson, and Mr. Mackarness have suggested a
meeting of Members at the House to hear the views of the Indian Dele-
gates. Sir William approves of the idea. It seems to me that if such a
meeting were possible before the date fixed by Lord Elgin for meeting

I Printers of India, who presumably did Gandhiji’s printing work while he was
in England
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the Deputation, and if a resolution were adopted by the meeting sympa-
thizing with the objects of the Deputation, it will strengthen the hands
of the Deputation, as also Lord Elgin’s. I have therefore written to
Mr. Scott. If you approve of the idea, may I ask you to move in the
matter. If you desire me to wait upon you, I will do so with pleasure.

Yours truly,
Sir HEnry CotToNn, M.P.
45, St. Joun’s Woop Park, N.W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4466

84. LETTER TO SIR HENRY COTTON

[Hoter Cekcir,
Lonpon, ]
November 2, 1906
DEAR SIR HENRY,
I am obliged to you for your letter of the lst instant. I have now
placed myself in communication with Mr. Harold Cox. I went over
to the House twice to see him but I could not catch him.

Yours sincerely,

Sir HEnry CotTon, M.P.
45, St. Joun’s Woop Park, N.W.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4465

85. LETTER TO W. A. WALLACE

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR SIR,
I have your letter regarding the renting of room No. 28, Ground
Floor, for which I thank you. I hope to be able to let you know

definitely in the course of next week.
Yours faithfully,

W. A. WaLLacg, Esq.
QuEEN ANNE’s CHAMBERS
Broabpway

WESTMINSTER

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4467



86. LETTER TO YUK LIN LEW

[HoteL CeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DEAR MR. LEW,

I hope you have received the draft of the letter! for the Chinese
Minister to send to the Foreign Secretary.

Yours truly,
His ExcerrLency Yuk Lin LEw
CHINESE CoNSUL-GENERAL IN THE TRANSVAAL
Ricamonp Housk
49, PorTLAND PrACE, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4468

87. LETTER TO A. H. SCOTT

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906
DEAR MR. SCOTT,

You and Mr. Robertson suggested that there should be a meeting
of Members of the House who take an interest in the British Indian
Association. May I know whether you have taken any further steps in
the matter? A very strong deputation will introduce us to Lord Elgin.
I beg to enclose herewith a list of the names [sic] of the deputation? and
a copy of a representation to Lord Elgin which will be the basis for
submission to His Excellency on Thursday next, when he will receive
the deputation. Lord Elgin has asked me to restrict the number of the
deputation to twelve. I am, therefore, precluded from inviting any other
friends of the cause who I know would willingly join it. But I feel it
would strengthen our hands, as also Lord Elgin’s, if the meeting refer-
red to above could take place before Thursday next and a resolution
passed thereat, which could be conveyed to Lord Elgin. I shall esteem

1 Vide “Draft for Chinese Ambassador”, pp. 59-60.
2 For final list of members of the deputation, vide ‘Letter to Private Secretary
to Lord Elgin”, p. 95.
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it a personal favour if you could kindly move in the matter. If you
want me to wait on you I shall do so.

I am,
Yours truly,

2 enclosures

A. H. Scort, Esq., M.P.
House oF CoMMONS
LonponN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4469

88. LETTER TO LORD GEORGE HAMILTON

[Hoter Cecir,
Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

MY LORD,

I am obliged to you for your letter of the 31st October. Mr. Ally
and I will be in London at least up to the 17th instant. Lord Elgin
will receive us on the 8th instant. If it is possible for your Lordship to
give Mr. Ally and myself an appointment before that date we will feel
greatly obliged.

I beg to remain,
Your Lordship’s humble servant,
TeHE RicatT HonN’BLE LorD GEORGE HamiLTon!
17, MONTAGU STREET
PorTMAN SqQUARE, W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4471

89. FUVENILE SMOKING

We have drawn the attention of our readers more than once to the
fact that the habit of smoking bidis or cigars is harmful.? Now we have
yet another occasion to refer to it. A law has been enacted in the
Victoria Province of Australia to check the evil habit; under this law
none below sixteen may smoke. A shopkeeper found selling or giving
a bidi to a boy below that age may be fined 20 shillings for the first
offence and 40 shillings for the second; if he is caught a third time, his
licence may be cancelled for five years.

1 Under-Secretary and later Secretary of State for India
2 Vide Vol. V, p. 105.
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It is not for the first time in the history of the world that such strict
measures have been adopted for the prevention of smoking. Such laws
are in force in some civilized countries like Japan and Germany and,
nearer home, the Cape Colony. A short time ago, a similar bill
was introduced in Natal also. But the usefulness of a juvenile smoking
bill is not recognized in a land where enthusiasm is misused for getting
rich by ruining others and, if possible, driving them out. Tobacco
does nothing but harm. It weakens body and mind. It is obvious that
its harmful effect is felt all the more in youth. In certain places, reli-
gion forbids the use of tobacco, and it is true that many Indians do not
smoke for that reason. But in some places the habit is so firmly rooted
that we feel no hesitation in writing against it again and again.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-11-1906

90. REPRESENTATION TO LORD ELGIN'

Common Roow,
Lincorn’s Inn, W.C.,
November 3, 1906
TO
Tuae Ricat Hon’BLE THE EARL oF ErcIN
His MAaJEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonpoN

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP,

We, the undersigned British Indians domiciled in South Africa,
have read with a great deal of pain and anxiety the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Ordinance of the Transvaal, and we have naturally followed with
great interest the movements of the British Indian Deputation that has
arrived from the Transvaal.

We are all students from South Africa, four of us studying for the
Bar, and one of us studying medicine, and while we cannot but sympa-
thize with the struggles of our countrymen in the Transvaal for liberty,
our chief anxiety is regarding ourselves and persons placed in a position
similar to our own, and we venture respectfully to approach your
Lordship to explain our position in the light of the new Ordinance.

We are all of us either born or brought up in South Africa, and to
us South Africa is more our home than India. Even our mother tongue

1 This is the final form of the representation which Gandhiji drafted. Vide
footnote to ‘Letter to G. Godfrey”, p. 54 and ‘‘Circular Letter”, p.64. The
representation was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 8-12-1906.
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is English, our parents having brought us up to speak that language
from our infancy. Three of us are Christians, one a Mahommedan, and
one a Hindoo.

According to the information received by us, and in accordance
with the personal knowledge of the first undersigned, the effect of the
Peace Preservation Ordinance of the Transvaal, the declaration made
by Lord Selborne to the White Leagues of the Transvaal, and the pre-
sent Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance which has brought the Indian
Deputation to wait on your Lordship (with the exception of the first
undersigned, who has lived in the Transvaal, and who was practising as
a sworn Translator and Interpreter in the English and Hindustani lan-
guages of the Honourable the Supreme Court of the Transvaal, and
who came into very close contact with the Asiatic Department), all
of us would be unable to proceed to the Transvaal because we are not
pre-war residents of the Transvaal. The net result of this disability
would be that, although the certificates we would receive on our being
called to the Bar, or on our receiving the Medical Diploma, which [sic]
would entitle us to carry on our professions in any part of the British
Dominions on the production of those certificates and of evidence of
good character, our diplomas or certificates would be valueless, so far
as the Transvaal is concerned. We would moreover on the one hand
be able, although being without the Transvaal border, on application
to receive from the Court or from the Medical Society a license to carry
on our profession, but we would be debarred from making use thereof
by reason of the want of a permit to enter the Transvaal.

Most of us, and many others born in South Africa and elsewhere,
and equally well educated, would be required to submit to registration,
and to produce a permit to any policeman who may demand to see it
and to be marched off to the police station, or to the Criminal Investi-
gation Department office to furnish means of identification in order to
show that we are lawful possessors of those passes. We would also, we
apprehend, be liable to be called upon to furnish means of identifica-
tion at the time of taking out the passes in question, and be called upon
to give the imprints of our ten digits and any other particulars that
may be required under regulations to be framed by the Lieutenant-
Governor.

Having lived in England, and having breathed its free atmosphere,
and having received every consideration from Englishmen in this coun-
try, your Lordship will easily appreciate the anxiety the prospect of
the above Ordinance engenders. We are here being nurtured in the
teachings of Bentham, Austin, and other English writers whose names
are a watchword for liberty and independence, and we could hardly
believe that anything of the kind referred to above would possibly be
applicable to us.
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We would not have troubled your Lordship with this representation
if it was a matter affecting and ending only with ourselves, but we are
aware that the desire on the part of the Indians to give a good education
to their children is daily growing. There are to-day Indians in South
Africa occupying a status similar to our own. We therefore think, it
is but right that we should bring to the notice of your Lordship and,
through this humble representation, to the attention of every public
man in the Empire the intensity of the feeling aroused by the present
status of British Indians in the Transvaal. We therefore humbly pray
and hope that your Lordship will be able to grant us, and those simi-
larly placed as we are, the protection that we venture to believe we are
entitled to.

We beg to remain,
Your Lordship’s humble and obedient servants,
GEORGE V. GODFREY
JoserH ROYEPPEN
Jas. W. Goprrey
A. H. GooL
S. RuteNnuM PATHER

From a photostat of the printed copy: G.N. 2307

91. LETTER TO A. W. ARATHOON

[Hoter Cecir,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Mr. Ritch has given me your kind note. I forwarded to Mr. Thorn-
ton the papers under the care of the Association! yesterday,? which
I hope you have re-directed. I am very thankful to you for the interest
you are taking in the matter. I am writing to Mr. Thornton again
today confirming my letter of yesterday.

Yours truly,

A. W. AraTHOON, Esq.
3, VicTtoriA STREET, S.W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4472

1 FEast India Association
2 Vide ‘“Letter to T. H. Thornton”, pp. 72-3.



92. LETTER TO F. H. BROWN

[Hoter CEciL,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR MR. BROWN,

I venture to enclose herewith two copies of the Representation
forwarded to Lord Elgin for your perusal. The Representation will
be used as the basis for discussion at the interview that comes off on
the 8th instant.

Yours truly,
2 enclosures

F. H. Brown, Esq.
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4473

93. LETTER TO NATAL BANK MANAGER

[Horer CEecir,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906
TO
THE MANAGER
NataL Bank
Lonpon
DEAR SIR,

Will you kindly give the bearer Mr. Ritch a draft on Johannesburg
for £100 filled in. I shall then sign it and return it to you to be placed
to my credit.

Yours faithfully,

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4474

94. LETTER TO A. CARTWRIGHT

[Hoter CeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR SIR,
A Mrs. Reide called on me today. She seemed to be very ill. I
was unable to follow all she said, and as she appeared very nervous

6-6
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I did not put any questions to her. She gave me your name, and showed
me some paper also bearing your name. I believe she needs some assis-
tance. If you know of her case, or if you have interested yourself in
her case, I shall thank you to let me know something about it.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

ALBERT CARTWRIGHT, EsQ.!
62, Lonpon WarL, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4475

95. LETTER TO SIR CHARLES DILKE

[Hoter Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I am much obliged to you for your letter regarding the Indian
Deputation from the Transvaal. If you cannot possibly come, I venture
to hope that you will be good enough to send on Wednesday a letter
of sympathy which could be read to Lord Elgin.

I beg to remain,

Yours faithfully,

TaE Ricut Hon’BLE SiR CHARrRLEs DiLke, Bart., M.P.
SLOANE STREET, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4476

96. LETTER TO SIR LEPEL GRIFFIN

[Hoter Cecrt,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR SIR LEPEL,
I am obliged to you for your letter of the 2nd instant. I sent

you yesterday papers in connection with the question. I now beg to
enclose herewith a list of those who have consented to join the

I Later editor of The Transvaal Leader, he mediated between Gandhiji and Smuts;
vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXI.
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deputation. Lord Elgin has asked me to restrict the number to twelve.
It is quite probable that Sir Charles Schwann would join.
I remain,

Yours faithfully,
Enclosure

SiR LEpPEL GRIFFIN
4, CapocaN GARDENs, S.W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4477

97. LETTER TO T. H THORNTON

[Hoter CEcir,
Lonpon,]
November 3, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Mr. Arathoon has forwarded your letter of the Ist instant to me.
As soon as he gave me your name as one of the deputation, I forwarded
the papers to you, and hope you have received them. I write now only
to add that, if you could find time to see Mr. Ally and me before the
deputation meets in order to enable us to pay our respects to you and
to place the position more fully before you, we shall be very much obliged.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

T. TuornTON, Esq., C.S.I., D.C.L., &c.
10, MARLBOROUGH BuILDINGS
Batu

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4478

98. THE DEPUTATION’S VOYAGE—V!

Lonpon,
November 3, 1906

SuyaMmji KrisuNavarRMA AND IND1a House

As I promised in my last despatch, I now write about Mr. Shyamji
Krishnavarma and India House. Mr. Shyamji Krishnavarma is a barrister
from Bombay, and a son-in-law of Mr. Chhabildas Bhansali. As his

1 This and the previous instalment, ““The Deputation’s Voyage-IV”, (pp. 27-9),
appeared together in the same issue of Indian Opinion. As this was, however, written later
and meant to be a separate despatch, itis here printed separately in its proper sequence.
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knowledge of Sanskrit was of a very high order, the late Prof. Monier
Williams took him to Oxford where, because of his ability, he was made
a professor and earned a lot of money.

Meanwhile he studied law and was called to the bar, took a degree
at Oxford and studied Greek, Latin and other languages. When he
returned to India, he took with him £2,000 which he had saved—a
thing which, it is said, no other Indian had done before. In India he
served as Dewan in Ajmer! and other States. Later, his ideas changed
and he decided to spend his earnings for the benefit of the country.
With this end in view he came to England and settled here. He lives
on the land which he has purchased. Though he can afford to live
in comfort, he lives in poverty. He dresses simply and lives like an
ascetic. His mission is service to his country. The idea underlying
his service is that there should be complete swaraqj for India and that the
British should quit the country, handing over power to Indians. If
they do not do so, the Indians should refuse them all help so that they
become unable to carry on the administration and are forced to leave.
He holds that unless this is done the people of India will never be
happy. Everything else will follow swaraj.

Inp1A House

In order to seek support for these views and win people over to
his faith, he has founded India House at his own cost. Any Indian
student is allowed to stay there against a very small weekly payment.
All Indians, whether Hindus, Muslims or others, can and do stay there.
The expenses of some students are borne by Shyamji himself. There is
full freedom for everyone in the matter of food and drink. Being situated
in fine surroundings, the place has a very good atmosphere. On the
first day of our arrival, both Mr. Ally and I went to stay at India House,
and we were very well looked after. But as our work requires our getting
in touch with important people and as India House is rather remote,
we have been obliged to come and live at this Hotel at great expense.

ExPENSES IN ENGLAND

I had believed a man could live here on £1 a day, but my estimate
has proved wrong. Here a bed-sitting-room costs 12s 6d a day, with extra
charge for a bath. These charges are for a single person. For reasons
of health, Mr. Ally sleeps in Dr. Oldfield’s home. If one eats at the
Hotel, a meal costs as much as 5s. We therefore eat at a vegetarian
restaurant. We have a meal at the Hotel only when we ask an acquain-
tance over or invite an important person to lunch or dinner. Today,

1 Ajmer was British territory, not a Native State. Gandhiji seems to have
mistaken it for Udaipur where Krishnavarma was Dewan.
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for instance, we had Mr. James, the Chinese delegate, and a Chinese
lawyer. Mr. Ritch was also with us. The bill for a single meal came
to £1.11s. At the vegetarian restaurant a meal hardly costs more than
Is 6d for a person. And as Mr. Godfrey or some other assistant is always
with us, the cost for a meal comes to three to four shillings. As all the
important persons live at distant places, we have to spend a great deal
on transport. We go sometimes by train, sometimes by bus and often
by cab. There is hardly time for walking. In spite of all this hurrying,
we cannot see more than two persons a day. Often at the House of
Commons we have to wait an hour before we can see a Member. How-
ever, we hope to be able to keep the expenses within the limits set by
the Committee.

InsurriciENnT TIME

We had intended to stay here for a month. But from experience
I see that there would be work enough for us to do if we were to stay
six months and that it would not all be fruitless. We find many people
coming forward who sympathize with our cause and are ready to work
for it.

INTERVIEW wITH LOrRD ELGIN

The meeting with Lord Elgin has been fixed for November 8,
when Sir Lepel Griffin, Lord Stanley, Sir Muncherji Bhownaggree,
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Justice
Ameer Ali, Mr. Harold Cox, Sir George Birdwood and Sir Charles Dilke
will join us. Sir Lepel Griffin will act as the leader. A petition setting
out the facts in brief has been printed and sent today to Lord Elgin.
As it consists mostly of the arguments we have been advancing there,
I do not give its translation here.

Press COMMENTS

Interviews [with the Press] have been published in South Africa,
The Morning Leader and The Tribune. South Africa, which used to be
bitterly critical, has now written somewhat in our favour. Our letter
to The Times has been published in substance. Notice has been taken
of it in other papers also.

MeMmBERS OF House orF CoMMONSs

Efforts are being made to bring together some Members of the
House of Commons so that they may hear us and pass a resolution ex-
pressing sympathy with our cause. In this matter we have received
great assistance from Mr. Polak’s father and Mr. Ritch. I cannot say
more just yet. Efforts are also being made to arrange an interview



86 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

with Lord George Hamilton, former Secretary of State for India, which
most likely will materialize. Whatever happens, I at any rate expect
to return before January 1. Mr. Ally has sought an interview with the
Turkish Ambassador. A reply is expected on Monday.

NEeEp FOR A PERMANENT COMMITTEE

Sir Muncherji has been working hard in our behalf. He and some
others are of the opinion that, for a few years at least, it is necessary
to have a standing committee here. Even if Lord Elgin rejects the
Ordinance, it is certain that, when the Transvaal gets self-government,
new laws will be enacted, and some vigilant work will have to be put
in here. Unless there is a person who gives all his time to a single cause,
it is difficult to carry on public work in this city. Many may express
sympathy, but if work is to be got out of them, they must be supplied with
prepared material. Only then can they do something, for they have
many other matters to attend to. The expenses for a committee of this
kind may come to at least £300 a year. It can be formed only if the
Transvaal Indian community undertakes to find the money. It will
need an office, for which more than £50 a year will be required.
Mr. Ritch has now done his final examination and as long as he is here,
he can do a lot for us. He should be given an allowance of at least £10
a month. He is a poor man. Otherwise, he is so good that he would
work for us free of charge. Thus, £170 will be spent on the office and the
Secretary. The furniture is expected to cost £30. The remaining
£100 to be spent on house rent, conveyance, printing, dinners, etc.,
is a small amount. But I believe that, with this expenditure, much can
be accomplished here. Such committees for big causes are to be found
all over London. We find that a Committee of the Chinese League
is already functioning here. As the committee can be formed only
while we are here and as the work is urgent, a cablegram has been sent
to South Africa. Natal and the Cape can both join in this. As there
is not much to do for the Cape Indians just now and as their leaders
have been passing through hard times, we have not suggested collection
of any funds from the Cape. Many prominent Britishers have agreed
to work on this committee, if it is formed.

BravE WoMEN

A vigorous movement is going on here for securing the franchise
for women. When the Government showed willingness to grant special
treatment in gaol to the brave daughter of the late Mr. Cobden, she
replied, ‘No matter how I suffer, I shall seek no favour from you. I
am in gaol for my own and my sisters’ rights, and I will live like a
common prisoner till the franchise is granted.” Such words have stirred
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up public feeling in their favour, and the papers which used to ridicule
them before have stopped doing so. Every Indian in the Transvaal
should take to heart the example of these brave women.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 1-12-1906

99. CIRCULAR FOR MEETING AT HOUSE OF COMMONS?

House or ComMoONs,
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,

A meeting of the Liberal, Labour and Nationalist Members of this
House will take place at 6 p.m. on Wednesday next, the 7th inst. in
the Grand Committee Room, to hear the British Indian Deputation
that has arrived from the Transvaal, in connection with the Ordinance
passed by the Legislative Council of that Colony, termed the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance, and to pass a resolution.

In the opinion of the Delegates, the Ordinance reduces the British
Indian settlers of the Transvaal to a position much worse than they
occupied under the Boer regime and even than that of the Kaffirs.

They contend that the Ordinance in question is in contravention
of promises repeatedly made by British Ministers and in conflict with
British traditions.

The undersigned trust that you will be good enough to attend the
meeting.

We are,
Yours faithfully,
Henry CotTON R. LEHMANN
H. Cox J. M. RoBERTSON
CHARLEs W. DILKE A. H. Scorr
CHARLES SWANN?2 J. Warp

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4482

1'This was drafted by Gandhiji; vide ‘“Letter to Sir Charles Schwann”, p. 102.
2 Schwann; vide * Letter to Sir Charles Schwann,” p. 102.



100. LETTER T0 ¥J. KITCHIN

Hoter Cekcrr,
Lonpon, W.C.,
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Your brother and my friend, Mr. H. Kitchin, has written to me
sending your address. He is anxious, and so am I, that I should make
your acquaintance during my brief stay in London, and I shall thank
you if you will kindly make an appointment.

I shall be exceedingly busy this week with reference to the
Deputation that is to wait upon Lord Elgin. Will you therefore kindly
make an appointment for some time next week?

Yours truly,

Josepr KitcHIN, Esq.
“INGLENOOK”’
BrackLEy RoaD
BECKENHAM

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4484

101. LETTER TO AMEER ALI

[HoteL Cecit,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I have your note of the 3rd instant. Mr. Ally I expect here today
from Bromley, and he and I will be pleased to wait on you at the
Reform Club to-morrow at 4 p.m.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

AMEER Avri, Esg., C.LE.
THE LAMBDENS
BEENHAM

NEAR READING

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4485



102. LETTER TO G. J. ADAM

[HoterL CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,
With reference to your enquiry, the Deputation will be received
by Lord Elgin at 3 p.m. next Thursday.
Yours faithfully,
G. J. Apawm, Esq.
24, OLp JEwWRY
LonpoN

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4486

103. LETTER TO G. WALPOLE

[Hoter CEciL,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,
I have your letter of the 3rd inst. for which I thank you.

I shall not need your services with regard to the Deputation as
I have permanently engaged the services of an expert shorthand writer.

Yours faithfully,

GeOrRGE WarproLE, Esq.
1, NEw CourT
LincoLn’s INN

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4487



104. LETTER TO SISTER IN CHARGE, ST. EDMUND’S

[Hoter CEcir,
LonpoN,]
November 5, 1906
TO
THE SisTER IN CHARGE
St. EDMUND’s
“BROADSTAIRS’’

DEAR MADAM,

Dr. Josiah Oldfield and I are old friends. The Doctor has just
seen a friend of mine, Mr. Suleman Manga, whose case in the opinion
of Dr. Oldfield calls for a change and rest for a week or two at your
Convalescent Home. Would you kindly inform Mr. Manga by tele-
gram whether you have accommodation for him, also your charges
per week. Mr. Manga’s address is: 106, Baron’s Court Road, W.
Kindly send Mr. Manga the telegram early tomorrow morning.

I am,
Yours faithfully,
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4483

105. LETTER TO EDITOR, “THE TIMES”

[HoTeL Cecir,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906
TO
TrE EDpITOR
THE TIMES
Printine House Square, E.C.
DEAR SIR,

I beg to enclose herewith for your information [and] publication

the signed letter! addressed by some of the Members of the House of
Commons.

I remain,

[Enclosure] Yours faithfully,
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4489

1 “Circular for Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 87.



106. LETTER T0 G.J.ADAM

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906
DEAR MR. ADAM,
I enclose herewith for your information the circular letter addressed

by some of the Members of the House of Commons.
Perhaps you will be so kind as to furnish the Press with information.

I remain,
[Enclosure] Yours faithfully,

G. J. Apam, Esq.
24, OLp JEwRY
Loxpon, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4490

107. LETTER TO LORD ELGIN!

22, KenniNgTON RoAD,
LAMBETH,
November 5, 1906
TO
Tue RicHT HON’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN
His MajesTy’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoronNiaL OFFICE
Lonpon
MY LORD,

I beg to draw your attention to the copy of Indian Opinion for the
13th of October, herewith enclosed. It contains the leading article,
“The Thin End”, about which I have already had the honour to write
to you, also a report of the case of Mahomed Hafejee Moosa on page
745 entitled “War on Infants”.

I The address at the top would suggest that the letter was from Dadabhai Naoroji,
but this copy was found among Gandhiji’s papers. Gandhiji’s letter to him dated
November 17 (vide p. 179) shows that, during the Deputation’s stay in England,
Mr. Naoroji sent all papers received from South Africa to Gandhiji who returned
them offering comment and explanation and sometimes suggesting courses of action.
It is thus very likely that Gandhiji drafted the letter because of his ready familiarity
with the South African situation.
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I venture to think that the report brings into prominent relief the
difficulties of British Indians (even infants) in the Transvaal.

I beg to remain,
[Enclosure] Your Lordship’s obedient servant,

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4483

108. LETTER TO A. CARTWRIGHT

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
November 5, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 5th instant.

I enclose herewith the Representation submitted to Lord Elgin,
and also a circular letter addressed to the Liberal and other Members
of the House of Commons who are taking active interest in the question
of the status of British Indians in the Transvaal in the light of the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance.

You may have seen that Lord Elgin receives the Deputation on
Thursday next at 3 o’clock.

I also enclose a copy of the Representation! made to Lord Elgin
by five young Indians from South Africa who are studying either for
the Bar or for the medical profession. Your letter encourages me [to]
seek your personal acquaintance. May I ask you to give me an inter-
view some time after next Thursday, and if it is convenient to you, we
might lunch together at the Hotel and talk over the matter that has
brought Mr. Ally and myself to London.

I am,
[3 enclosures] Yours faithfully,

ALBERT CARTWRIGHT, Esq.
62, LonpoNn WarLL, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4491

1 Vide “Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 78-80.



109. LETTER TO F. H. BROWN

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906

DEAR MR. BROWN,

I thank you for your letter of the 5th instant. I send you the last
two copies of Indian Opinion, which will give you some more information
about the Ordinance, and also on the general movements of the Indian
community in South Africa. You will also see that the last number
contains photographs of the Delegates.

It was very kind of you to introduce Mr. Ritch and me to Sir Curzon
Wyllie!, though at the time you introduced us I did not know that
Sir Curzon was the Political A.D.C. to Mr. Morley.

I have shown your letter to Mr. Ritch, who will let you have a
copy of his paper? some time previous to the Friday preceding the date
of its delivery.

Enclosed you will find a complete list of the members of the
deputation.

Yours truly,
3 enclosures

F. H. Brown, Esq.
“DILKUSHA”

WESTBOURNE RoaD
Forest Hirr, S.E.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4492

I Assassinated in July 1909 by an Indian terrorist at the Imperial Institute
in London

2 Vide “Ritch’s Speech at East India Association”, pp. 255-7.



110. LETTER TO SIR CHARLES DILKE

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon, ]
November 6, 1906

DEAR SIR,
I am extremely obliged to you for your letter of the 5th instant.
As suggested therein, I will not make use of the letter! before Lord
Elgin.
I beg to remain,
Yours faithfully,

THE Ricat HoN’BLE SIR CHARLES DiLkE, BarT., M.P.
76, SLOANE STREET, W.
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4493

111. LETTER TO MESSRS A. BONNER

[HoterL CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906

MEessrs A. BONNER
PRINTERS
1 & 2, Took’s Court, E.C.
DEAR SIRS,
I have your letter. I now enclose further cheque for One Pound
and your amended bill, which please return duly discharged.
Yours faithfully,

2 enclosures
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4494

1 The letter of sympathy, mentioned in “Letter to Sir Charles Dilke”, p. 82.



112. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
THE RicuT Hon’BLE THE EARL oF ELcGIN
His MaJEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoroniaL OFFICE
LoxponN

SIR,

The list of members of the deputation is now completed. I beg
to enclose same herewith. Including the two Delegates from the Trans-
vaal, the number has reached fourteen, but I hope that Lord Elgin
will be graciously pleased to excuse my having exceeded the number,
as Sir Charles Dilke has written saying that although he will try to be
present it may not be possible for him to do so as there is a Committee
Meeting of the House of Commons on, at about the same time, which
Sir Charles has to attend.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Enclosure

List of gentlemen who, together with the two Delegates from the
British Indians of the Transvaal, will form the deputation to wait on
Lord Elgin on Thursday the 8th November, 1906.

Lord Stanley of Alderley Sir George Birdwood
Sir Charles Dilke Mr. Harold Cox

Sir Lepel Griffin Mr. Ameer Ali

Sir Henry Cotton Mr. T. [H.] Thornton
Sir M. M. Bhownaggree Sir Charles Schwann
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji Mr. J. D. Rees!.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4495-6

1 Sir John David Rees, (1854-1922); Indian Civil Service, 1875; Government
Translator for Tamil, Telugu, Persian and Hindustani; Under-Secretary to the Madras
Government; British Resident in Travancore and Cochin; additional Member of
Governor-General of India’s Council; author of Tours in India, The Mahommedans,
The Real India, Modern India, etc.



113. LETTER T0 J. D. REES

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Mr. Ally and I are greatly obliged for your letter of even date.
We have indeed watched your advocacy of the cause of the British Indians
in the Transvaal, and in due course we would have waited on you.
We are now sending your name to Lord Elgin as a member of the deputa-
tion. As you know, the deputation will meet Lord Elgin on Thursday
next at 3 p.m. at the Colonial Office. All the members of the deputa-
tion have been requested to attend at the Colonial Office at 2.30 p.m.,
so that a short conference may be held. Sir Lepel Griffin will head the
deputation. I beg to enclose herewith a list of the members forming
the deputation, as also a copy of the Representation to Lord Elgin which
will form the basis of submission to him on Thursday, and copy of the
precis of the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance!l.

I hope you have received the Circular issued by several members
of the House of Commons, convening a meeting of the Liberal, Nationalist,
and Labour Members of Parliament. I venture to trust that you will
find time to attend the meeting. If possible, Mr. Ally and I will take
an opportunity of sending in a card to you at the House, so that we
may be able to place the position before you more fully than we could
at the conference on Thursday.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,

3 enclosures

J. D. REks, Eso.
House or CoMMONSs
Loxpon

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4497

1 Vide pp. 97-9.



LETTER TO J. D. REES 97
[ENCLOSURE]

Precis oF Asiatic LaAw AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1906!

[Lonpon,]
November 2, 1906

DeriniTION: The term “‘Asiatic’” shall mean any such person as is des-
cribed in Article 1 of Law [3] of 1885.

The term ‘‘Asiatic”” under Law 3 of 1885 includes the so-
called coolies, Arabs, Malays, Mohammedan subjects of the
Turkish Dominions.

This Ordinance however excepts the Malays from its operation.

REcGIsSTRATION: Section 3 requires every lawfully resident Asiatic in the
Transvaal to be registered, for which no charges shall be made,
and in accordance with the section, an Asiatic lawfully resident is
one who has received, or may receive, a permanent permit to enter
and reside in the Transvaal, unless such permit is fraudulently
obtained, or any Asiatic resident and actually in the Transvaal
on the 3Ist day of May 1902

SEcTION 4: Requires every such Asiatic to make an application for
registration, such application to be made in the case of children
under 16 years of age by their parents or guardians.

SecTioN 5: Lays down that, if the application for registration is refused,
the applicant shall be directed to leave the Colony, under the process
described in the section.

SeEcTION 6: Says that any Asiatic who is the guardian of any Asiatic child
under the age of eight years shall upon making application for
registration on his own behalf supply such particulars and furnish
such means of identification in respect of such child as may be
prescribed by regulation, and if such guardian is himself registered,
the particulars aforesaid which he has supplied shall be pro-
visionally noted on the Register, and such guardian shall within
one year make application for registration on such child’s behalf
at the office of the Resident Magistrate of the district in which he
himself resides.

The section then proceeds to lay down the procedure for the
separate registration of such child after he has attained the age of
eight years.

SectioN 7: Deals further with the registration of children.

SectioN 8: Provides that any person who shall fail to make application
for registration. . . either on his own behalf or as guardian. . . shall

1 This was prepared by Gandhiji to apprise sympathizers, particularly mem-
bers of the introducing deputation, of the real scope and nature of the Ordinance.

6-7
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be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding One Hundred Pounds,
and in default of payment to imprisonment with or without hard
labour for a period not exceeding three months.

SeEcTioN 9: Provides that every Asiatic of the age of 16 years and up-
wards entering or residing in the Transvaal shall upon demand
made upon him by any member of the Police Force lawfully estab-
lished in this Colony, or any other person authorized thereto by the
Colonial Secretary, produce the certificate of registration! of which
he is the lawful holder, and shall also on like demand supply such
means of identification as may be prescribed by regulation.

In the case of children under 16 years, the guardians or parents
have to produce a certificate and supply particulars of identification.

Section 10: Makes certificates of registration conclusive evidence as
to the right of the lawful holder to remain in the Colony. (N.B.
To-day every Asiatic in possession of his permit has such right by law.)

SecTioN(s] 11 & 12: Lay down the procedure for lost certificates.

SectioNn 13: Provides that no Asiatic shall obtain a license to trade
without production of certificate of registration.

Section 14: Makes the Registrar practically the arbiter as to the age
of an Asiatic.

SectioNn 15: Exempts declarations made for the purposes of the Ordinance
from stamp duty.

SectioN 16: Imposes a fine of £500 or in default imprisonment with
or without hard labour for a term not exceeding two years, or
both fine and imprisonment, for the following acts:

(1) Any fraudulent or false statement or incitement to make such
statement in connection with registration.

(2) Forgery of registration certificate.

(3) Use of such certificate by a person not the lawful holder.

(4) Incitement to any person to use such certificate.

SecTioN 17: Authorizes the issue of temporary permits, and authorizes
the Lieutenant-Governor at his discretion to order that any Asiatic
in possession of a temporary permit ‘“‘shall not during the currency
of such permit be deemed to be a Coloured person for the purpose
of the provision of the Liquor Ordinance”.

SecTioN 18: Gives the Lieutenant-Governor power to frame regulations
under the Ordinance.

SEcTioN 19: Generally provides that any Asiatic failing to comply
with any requirement of the Ordinance shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding £100, or in default to imprisonment with or without
hard labour for a period not exceeding three months.

1 For the form of this certificate, vide appendix.
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The other Sections provide a heavy penalty for any Asiatic bringing
without a permit a child under 16 years of age into the Colony, and
among other things cancels [sic] such person’s permit and certificate of
registration, and renders him liable to expulsion, and makes it lawful for
the heirs of the late Aboo Baker Ahmed to hold a piece of land bought
by the late Aboo Baker Ahmed before 1885, and left under his will to
the heirs.!

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4447

114. LETTER TO DR. 7. OLDFIELD

Hoter Cecrr,
[LonpoN,]
November 6, 1906

MY DEAR OLDFIELD,

Will you kindly take the bearer’s case in hand. His name is
A. Tanzi. He is working as a waiter in this Hotel. He has evidently
been suffering from rheumatism for three months in the left hand. I
shall thank you to charge him the poor fee, and let me know it.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Josiam OLDFIELD
2A, HARLEY STREET
PorTLAND PLACE
CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4498

115. LETTER TO MISS E. ROSENBERG

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
November 6, 1906
DEAR MADAM,

You have been massaging Mr. Ally at the Lady Margaret Hospital.
Mr. Ally is now staying with me at the Hotel. Do you mind calling
tomorrow and giving a massage to Mr. Ally at 3.30 p.m. precisely,
and as it takes some time before your card will arrive through the page
at the Hotel, if you will be at the Hotel at 3.15 you will be able to

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 231-2.
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commence the massage at 3.30. Mr. Ally has to fulfil an important
engagement at half past five, if not a little earlier.

Yours faithfully,
Miss EBBa ROSENBERG
5, CHEsTNUT RoAD
ENFIELD

WasH
From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4499

116. LETTER TO J. ROYEPPEN

[Hoter Cecir,
Lonpon, ]
November 6, 1906
MY DEAR JOSEPH,

Please call here if you can tomorrow at 5 o’clock p.m. I would
like you to attend the House of Commons meeting and to distribute
the Representation by the Delegates, as also the personal representation?!
by you and others. I shall endeavour to have your representation printed.
If you can come do not fail.

Yours sincerely,

Joserr RovEPPEN, Esq.
36, StapLETOoN Harr Roap
Stroup GREEN, N.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4501

117. LETTER T0 A. CARTWRIGHT

[Hoter Cekcir,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I thank you for your note. It will give Mr. Ally and me very great
pleasure to have you for breakfast on Friday at 9 o’clock. I do not
know whether the interview with Lord Elgin is open to the Members,
but as many enquiries have been made I am asking his Private Secretary.
However, will it not perhaps be as well for you to enquire at the Colonial
Office? I have suggested this to Mr. Brown. I very much value your
advice about the meeting being public. I entirely agree with you in

1 Vide “Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 78-80.
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thinking that we have everything to gain by all our movements being
open to the public, so just, I feel, is our cause. If however the meeting
is not public, I should be at the Hotel immediately after the interview
and if it is not inconvenient to you, you may await me at the Hotel
after this. I do not think the interview is likely to last beyond half past
five. Would you care to attend the meeting of the Members of the House
of Commons tomorrow at 6 p.m. in the Grand Committee Room!. I
think I sent you a copy of the Circular Letter? yesterday. I, however,
enclose another copy.

I am,
[Enclosure] Yours faithfully,
ALBERT CARTWRIGHT, Esq.
62, Lonpon WarL, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4502

118. LETTER TO S§. HOLLICK

[Hoter CkciL,
Lonpon,]
November 6, 1906

DEAR MR. HOLLICK,

I now enclose a copy of the Memorial® about which we had a
chat this morning. You will find it at page 8 of the copy* I am sending.
I shall thank you to let me have the copy back after perusal.

Yours truly,

Enclosure

S. Horrick, Esq.
62, Lonpon Warr, E.C.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4503

1 The original has ‘“Grand Tea Room”.

2 Vide ““Circular for Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 87.
3 Vide ‘“Draft Petition to Lord Elgin”, pp. 106-7.

4 Not available
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Hoter CkcrL,
Loxpon, W.C.,
November 6, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I beg to enclose herewith complete list of members who are to
form the deputation that is to wait on Lord Elgin at 3 o’clock on Thursday
next the 8th instant at the Colonial Office in connection with the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance.

I remain,

[Enclosure] Yours faithfully,
From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4504

120. LETTER TO SIR CHARLES SCHWANN

[HoterL CEcir,
Lonpon,]
November 7, 1906

DEAR SIR,

I apologize for the incorrect spelling of your name in the Circular
Letter.2 You will readily excuse the mistake when I inform you that
I received instructions from Mr. Scott at 8 p.m. on Monday, and that
I had to have these Circular Letters printed and posted the same night.
It was with difficulty that I was able to find a printer, and it would
have been impossible to do the thing but for assistance that was volun-
teered. However, there was no time left for examining the proof copy;
hence the error.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
Sk CHAS. SCHWANN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4505

I Possibly addressed to the Press and members of the deputation
2 Vide ““Circular for Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 87.



121. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter CEciL,
Lonpon,]
November 7, 1906

Tue PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

Tue Ricat HonN’BLE THE EARL orF ELcIN

His MAJEsTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE (COLONIES
CoLoniaL OFFICE

LonponN

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 6th instant,
with reference to my request for an interview with Lord Elgin on the
position of British Indians in Natal. I have no desire to open the whole
position, but if His Lordship would be graciously pleased to grant me an
interview, I shall be able to show the inner working of the Natal legis-
lation. I was privileged to come into very close contact with the late
Sir John Robinson! and the late Mr. Harry Escombe, who were the
joint authors of the Immigration Restriction Act and the Dealers’
Licenses Act. These two, and especially the latter, are the cause of
very great and constant irritation. Very serious injustice, in my humble
opinion, has often been done in the administration of the Licenses Act.

I invite His Lordship’s attention to the fact that even after the Act
was passed, there was a confidential despatch from Mr. Chamberlain
to the Natal Ministry as to the operation of the Act. The despatch was
partly published, and it stated that unless the municipal bodies exer-
cised the arbitrary powers given to them in virtue of the Licenses Act in
a reasonable manner, it might become necessary to amend the Act. I
am aware that His Lordship’s intervention as to these Acts can only be
diplomatic, and it is such intervention I would like to invoke. The
object of the interview is to the best of my ability to place the position so
before His Lordship as to enlist His Lordship’s active intervention so
far as it may be consistent with the traditional policy of the Colonial
Office. The new Bill? introduced by Mr. Ralph Tatham in the
Legislative Assembly makes it all the more imperative for me to approach
His Lordship.

1(1839-1903); first Prime Minister, and Colonial Secretary of Natal, 1893-7;
vide Vol. I, p. 385.
2 Vide ““Interview to South Africa”, p. 60.
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I regret exceedingly that the Authority referred to in my letter
was not enclosed with it: it was an oversight, for which I beg to be
excused. I have now sent it through Mr. Ritch, the Secretary to the
Transvaal Deputation. As I have not kept a copy of the Authority, may
I ask you to let me have one.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

M. K. GanbHI

Colonial Office Records: C. O. 179, Vol. 239/Ind.; also a photostat of the
office copy: S.N. 4506

122, LETTER TO SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN

[HoteL Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
November 7, 1906

DEAR SIR,

Sir Lepel Griffin was very strongly of opinion that you should join
the deputation that waits on Lord Elgin tomorrow at 3 p.m. I for-
got at the time to tell him of the objection you raised to your joining
the deputation. However, as I promised Sir Lepel that I would let
you know, I am writing this. I beg to enclose herewith copy of the
Representation and precis of the Ordinance for your information.

Yours faithfully,
2 enclosures

SiR WiLLiaMm WEDDERBURN, BART.
MEREDITH
GLOUCESTER

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4507

123. LETTER TO F. H. POLAK

[HoterL Cecrr,
Lonpon,]
November 7, 1906

DEAR MR. POLAK,

This introduces to you Mr. Ruthnam. You can make your
appointment with him for taking him to the City of London College,



MEETING AT HOUSE OF COMMONS 105

as also for putting him into the boarding house, and you may enter into
a long chat with him to enable you to see his capabilities.
Yours  sincerely,

J. H. Porak, FEsq.
28, GROSVENOR RoaD
CanNonNBURY, N.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4508

124. MEETING AT HOUSE OF COMMONS*

A meeting of more than a hundred Members of the House of Commons, drawn
from the Liberal, Labour and Nationalist Parties, was addressed by Gandhiji
and Mr. Ally in the Grand Committee Room of the House.

[LoNDON,
November 7, 1906]

...Mr. Gandhi said that in 1885 British Indians were described in documents
which passed between the Republican Government and the British Government as
‘filthy vermin and persons without souls’. They were then under great disabilities;
they could not hold landed property, except in Locations that might be set apart for
them for sanitary purposes, and they were required to register themselves and pay a
fee to the Transvaal Government. Lord Derby tried to mitigate their grievances, and
Mr. Chamberlain afterwards wrote a strong despatch to the Boer Government about
British Indians, whom he described as honourable men and an asset of great importance
to the Transvaal. The result of this was that British Indians went about the country
as free citizens, and there was absolutely no restriction upon their movements. Recently
a new Ordinance had been passed and British Indian subjects were classed with
Asiatics and were treated in a most degrading manner. ...

The Times, 8-11-1906

1 Several members spoke. Sir Henry Cotton, the Chairman of the meeting,
said that, under this Ordinance, British Indians were placed under the surveillance of
the police in a manner which could not be differentiated from the treatment given in
England to prisoners who were released from jail. Mr. Ally appealed in the name of
Christianity and humanity for the support of British Members of Parliament in freeing
Indians from a degrading law. Sir Charles Dilke said that it was notorious that there
was a great jealousy of Indians because they made such admirable shopkeepers and
medical men. Mr. Joseph Walton, Mr. Harold Cox and Mr. Higham supported a
proposal to sign a memorial to the Prime Minister regarding the status of British Indians
in the Transvaal. Sir Henry Cotton summed up the feelings of the meeting by saying
that the question had become one of Imperial importance and had thus been taken
out of the realm of party politics. A resolution supporting the objectives of the Deputa-
tion was then unanimously adopted.



125. DRAFT PETITION TO LORD ELGIN!

Lonpon,
[Before November 8, 1906]

TO

Tue Ricat Hon’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN

His MAjEsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoroniaL OFFICE

LonponN

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED, RESIDING IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM, REPRESENTING WHOLESALE HOUSES IN SOUTH AFRICA

HUMBLY SHEWETH

That your Petitioners are all London wholesale Shipping Firms
and Merchants, having branches in, or in connection with, South
Africa.

Most of your Petitioners have come into direct contact with
British Indian Merchants in South Africa, including the Transvaal.

From their experience of British Indian Merchants in the Trans-
vaal your Petitioners are in a position to state that the British Indian
Merchants in the Transvaal are on the whole an honest and honour-
able body of men, and their connection with them has always been of
a most satisfactory nature.

In your Petitioners’ opinion their presence in the Transvaal is a
distinct gain to the Transvaal community in general. At the very least
their presence there tends to the distinct benefit of the Transvaal com-
munity by reducing the cost of living expenses to those who can least
afford to pay the exorbitantly high prices and profits demanded by the
European firms.

Your Petitioners have read the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance,
and in your Petitioners’ opinion the Ordinance will submit British
Indians in the Transvaal to totally unnecessary indignity and hard-
ship.

Your Petitioners desire to associate themselves entirely with the
sentiments expressed in the Memorial submitted to His Excellency the
Governor of the Transvaal by Mr. William Hosken and other notable
European residents in the Transvaal in the month of April, 1903.2

1 The petition was clearly drafted by Gandhiji. It was enclosed with the ‘‘Letter
to S. Hollick”, of November 8, p. 113.
2 Vide Vol. 111, pp. 357-8.
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In your Petitioners’ humble opinion, while it is desirable that im-
migration of British Indians should be regulated in order to allay popu-
lar prejudice, they think that it should be along the Cape or Natal lines,
and should not savour of class distinction.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that Your Lordship will be pleased
to advise His Majesty to disallow the Ordinance above mentioned, or
to grant such relief as will adequately protect the British Indians who
have settled in the Transvaal.

And for this act of justice and mercy, your Petitioners shall ever
pray, etc.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4510

126. BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL!

November 8, 1906

By the time this is in print Lord Elgin will have received what may
be described as a very strong deputation representing all manner of
opinion, and including well-known Members of Parliament and Anglo-
Indians of great experience. It is remarkable how the Delegates from
the Transvaal have received support and sympathy from all quarters.
A most striking illustration perhaps was afforded by the meeting of
the Liberal, Labour, and Nationalist Members of the House of Com-
mons at the Grand Committee Room on Wednesday last under the
chairmanship of Sir Henry Cotton, the Member for Nottingham East.
The attendance was fully one hundred. The Members gave the Dele-
gates a very sympathetic hearing, and many of them showed their ac-
tive sympathy by making short speeches for or questioning the Delegates.
A resolution supporting the objects of the Delegation was unanimously
adopted. One of the Members even wanted to know why the Conser-
vative Members had not been invited to the meeting. Sir Charles
Dilke, who has consistently championed the cause of British Indians in
South Africa, immediately interposed that it was an oversight and that
this was a question in which they could certainly secure Conservative
co-operation. They and the Liberal Parliament always joined the
the Conservatives in securing redress for their Indian fellow-subjects in
South Africa.

1 This statement shows direct knowledge of happenings both in the Transvaal
and England; it was moreover found among Gandhiji’s papers. These facts would
suggest that the statement was drafted by him.
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Mr. Scott, who was the organizer of the meeting, remarked that
the only reason why the Circular Letter! was confined to the Liberal,
Labour, and Nationalist Members was that the Government that was
being approached by the Delegates was a Liberal Government, and it
was considered only right that the meeting should take the form it did.
At the same time they would undoubtedly ask for and be willing to
secure the co-operation of Conservative Members.

Sir Henry Cotton added that on the deputation were represented
very staunch Conservatives.

These proceedings take the question out of party politics, and as
Sir Charles Dilke has often said, it becomes a question of Imperial im-
portance. These proceedings ought to strengthen the hands of Lord
Elgin and encourage him to veto the Ordinance, or at least to appoint
a commission on which the Delegates lay so much stress.

The Representation submitted to Lord Elgin exhaustively deals
with the facts of the case, and shows clearly how unnecessary the legis-
lation is, and how much harder it is than Law 3 of 1885. It is
undoubtedly not an amendment, but a new law, making class distinc-
tions of a very offensive nature. The prayer of the Delegates is very
reasonable. They ask Lord Elgin to sanction legislation along the Cape
or Natal line [s], leaving it open to British Indian settlers to import assis-
tants and such other men as may be required for attention to their busi-
nesses. If such legislation be passed it would remove all fear of an
unrestricted Asiatic influx. There would then be no necessity for the
espionage contemplated by the Ordinance.

That the lot of the British Indians is hard enough without any
such legislation is shown by a recent prosecution of an Asiatic child?
under eleven years of age for entering the Colony of the Transvaal in
the company of his father. We cannot do better than quote the words
of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Transvaal who quashed
the conviction of the child:

The conviction is wholly bad. Here is a child of between ten and eleven
years of age, charged not with an ordinary Common-Law offence, but with the
offence of entering the Transvaal by means of a permit improperly obtained.
It does appear—at any rate, there is evidence on the record to show—that the
thumb-mark of this infant was pressed on a permit belonging to someone else.
But this child was not doli capax at all. The child was put into the box, and
said he did not know what a permit was, and had never seen one; and I dare
say he was speaking the truth. There can be no doubt that the conviction
cannot be sustained for one moment.

The administrative order, of course, still remains. The Magistrate
has seriously ordered this infant to leave the Transvaal at the expiration of
the term of imprisonment, or upon a certain date, whichever happens sooner.

1 Vide “Circular for Meeting at House of Commons”, p. 87.
2 Mahomed Hafeji Moosa; vide Vol. V, p.452.
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If the child does not go away—and I do not suppose he can go away unless
someone takes him—he will then, possibly, be brought up before the Magis-
trate as a criminal. But I trust that course will not be taken by the autho-
rities. I cannot understand why this case was taken up at all. Itis a very
important matter. This child is an Indian; but the same would apply to any
white child (not one of the exempted classes under the Ordinance) entering
the Transvaal; and if it applies to a child of eleven, why not to a child in
arms! Surely it was never intended that such an administrative order should
be made, in circumstances of this kind. This legislation is sufficiently open to
criticism without that. If there is anything which can bring the administration
of such a law into ridicule and contempt it is administration conducted on
the lines of this case. I trust we shall hear nothing more about the adminis-
trative order.

We had only the other day an example of what The Rand Daily Mail
described as “War on Women”!. In the above case, we have an
instance of what Indian Opinion describes to be ‘“War on Infants. Cases
such as these call for prompt amelioration, and not for greater severity.
The doctrine of relying on men on the spot will be carried to ridiculous
extremes if Lord Elgin does not heed the representations made to him
on behalf of British Indians in the Transvaal.

Very strong support is given to the delegation by a personal appeal?
of five British Indians addressed to Lord Elgin in connection with the
Ordinance. They are all students from South Africa studying for the
Bar or for Medicine, born or brought up in South Africa, and in their
words, “South Africa is more our home than India. Even our mother
tongue is English, our parents having brought us up to speak that lang-
uage from our infancy. Three of us are Christians, one a Mahomedan,
and one a Hindoo.” Are these men, after they have become barristers
or doctors, on their return to South Africa, to be debarred from enter-
ing the Transvaal, or are they to carry ‘“‘tickets of leave” as Sir Henry
Cotton described the passes to be issued under the new Ordinance ? If
such legislation is to be the vogue in the Colonies, it would be a mercy
not to allow the British Indians to receive a liberal education in Eng-
land at all, because a memory of the good times passed by them in
England would only enhance the sting of humiliation to be undergone
by them in Colonies which are British only in name and un-British in
conduct.

From a photostat of the typewritten draft: S.N. 4511

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 451.
2 Vide “Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 78-80.



127. LETTER TO S. DIGBY

[HoteL Cecir,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
DEAR SIR,
Sir Muncherji gave me your name as the friend of the cause of
British Indians in the Transvaal.
I venture to enclose herewith copies of several Representations
forwarded to Lord Elgin, whom, as you know, the Deputation meets
to-day at 3 p.m.

I remain,
[Enclosure] Yours faithfully,
Sam DicBy, Esq.!
NationaL LiBerar CLuB
LonponN
From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4525
128. MEMORIAL TO LORD ELGIN
[LonDoN,

November 8, 190672
MY LORD,

Mr. Ally, my colleague, and I have to tender our respectful thanks
to Your Lordship for receiving this Deputation. The task before
Mr. Ally and myself is, I know, exceedingly delicate and difficult, sup-
ported though we are by friends who have always helped us in our
troubles, and representing different schools of politics, and who have
come to give us the weight of their influence at considerable trouble
to themselves, especially on a day like this.

Your Lordship is aware that there was a great Indian Mass Meet-
ing held at which resolutions were adopted. The text of these resolutions
was cabled to Your Lordship? and in reply* Your Lordship was pleased

1 At one time Assistant Editor, The Times of India; Secretary of Indian section
of Royal Society of Arts; he interested himself in the problems of uncovenanted civil
services of India.

2 This was presented when the Deputation met Lord Elgin on November 8, 1906.

3 The only cable available on the subject does not contain the text of the
resolutions but only requests the withholding of Imperial sanction to the Ordinance.
Vide Vol. V, p. 416.

4 For a summary, vide Vol. V, p. 456.
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to send a cablegram informing the British Indian Association that
Your Lordship had approved of the draft Ordinance in that it gave some
measure of relief to British Indians. We, who are on the spot and to
whom the Ordinance applies, think, with the greatest deference, that,
instead of granting relief, it imposes on British Indians in the Trans-
vaal hardships to which, so far as I am aware, there is no parallel in
Colonial legislation. The Ordinance assumes that every Indian is
capable of passing his permit to someone else so that he may unlawfully
enter the Colony. It, therefore, violates the time-honoured maxim
that every one is to be presumed to be innocent until he is found to be
guilty. This Ordinance condemns every Indian as guilty and leaves
no room for him even to show that he is innocent. It has been called
an amendment of Law 3 of 1885. With the greatest respect I submit
that it is no amendment whatsoever of the Law, but that it is a totally
new Ordinance accentuating colour prejudice in the most offensive
manner. The system of passes that the Ordinance introduces is
unknown, so far as British Indians are concerned, in any other part
of the British Dominions, and it undoubtedly reduces Indians to a
level lower than that of the Kaffirs. The reason for such legislation is
said to be that there is a large unauthorized influx of British Indians
and that the British Indian community or the British Indian Associa-
tion are making an attempt to introduce without authority a large num-
ber of Indians into the Colony; in other words, that the community
is engaged in a criminal breach of the Peace Preservation Ordinance,
and that it is in order to prevent such an attempt that the Ordinance has
been passed. It is, therefore, a measure of punishment. One often
hears of punitive measures being adopted in connection with com-
munities some members of which have committed grave political crimes
or severe breaches of the Common Law of the country. In this
instance, the whole community is to be punished in a degrading manner
for a crime against a statute restrictive of the liberty of the subject
which is misapplied to British Indians, and a crime which the com-
munity has stoutly repudiated.

Such, in the humble opinion of the Indian community, is the
Ordinance about which we are approaching Your Lordship. There
are three things which are stated to be introduced into the Ordinance
in the nature of relief to the British Indians—the remission of the £3
fee; but we have shown that there is no remission at all, as all who are
at present in the Transvaal have paid the £3. The second is the autho-
rity which is given to the Government by the Ordinance to issue tem-
porary permits, but this again is no relief because it is superfluous.
Such authority has always existed and been exercised at the discretion
of the Government: there are today British Indians holding tempo-
rary permits.
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There is again the relief to holders of temporary permits from the
operation of the Liquor Ordinance. That relief the British Indians
never asked for, and so far as it is applicable to them, it is interpreted as
a wanton insult.

There is one thing that the Ordinance undoubtedly rectifies, and
that is by restoring [it] to the heirs of the late Aboo Baker Ahmed who
held land in his own name before 1885. This is individual in charac-
ter, and I have no doubt that if the price the heirs have to pay for
getting land which is theirs by right be the degradation of the whole
Indian community of the Transvaal, I am sure that even the heirs them-
selves would not care to pay it, and the community will certainly never
feel in any way thankful for such relief. It will be a most surprising
thing if, after repeated promises and pledges, an Ordinance of this
nature is countenanced by Your Lordship. I shall venture to quote
extracts! from Mr. Chamberlain’s despatches, also from those of Lord
Milner and Mr. Lyttelton, to show what they intended to do after the
war. ...l
It is common knowledge that before the War the British Govern-
ment used every effort possible that Law 3 of 1885 should be repealed.
The condition today is changed, but we had hoped that it would change
for the better, seeing that there is no foreign government to deal with,
but our own Government. Unhappily, we are now in the position of
strangers in what may be called our own land. We have always
endeavoured to conciliate prejudice and with that view we have made
suggestions which have been adopted in the self-governing Colonies.
Failing, however, the adoption of these suggestions, we have asked
that a commission of enquiry may be appointed. This is the time-
honoured British custom. Whenever a new step has been taken, a
royal commission has preceded it. The latest instance, perhaps, is
that of the Aliens Act in the United Kingdom. Before any steps were
taken, a commission investigated the charges made against the aliens,
and into the question of the adequacy of the existing laws, and into
the question as to what new laws were necessary. We have asked for
a similar commission regarding the British Indians in the Transvaal.
We believe that we are entitled to this, in view of the very grave char-
ges I have referred to. We have been asking all these years for bread,
but we have received stones in the shape of this Ordinance. We have
therefore every reason to hope that Your Lordship will not countenance
the legislation above described.

From a photostat of the typewritten draft: S.N. 4513

1 The extracts, which are not available, were presumably to be inserted here.



129. LETTER TO S. HOLLICK

[HoterL CecIL,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
DEAR MR. HOLLICK,

Many thanks for your note. I am sorry, you were ill yesterday.
I enclose herewith Memorial! for Lord Elgin. If you think that any
change is necessary, you may make it and I will have the Memorial
re-typed: otherwise it can be circulated as an original copy.
Yours sincerely,
Enclosure

S. Hoirrick, Esg.
62, Lonpon WarL, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4526

130. DEPUTATION TO LORD ELGIN?

CONFIDENTIAL CovroniaL OFFICE,
Thursday, November 8, 1906

ProceepINGS AT A DeEPuTATION TO THE RT. HON. THE EARL OF
ErciN oN BriTisH INDIAN SUBJECTS IN SOUTH AFRICA

The deputation consisted of the following gentlemen:

Lord Stanley of Alderley

ﬁ; I({}-ax?d.hl?uy ; Delegates from [the] Transvaal
Sir Lepel Griffin, K.C.S.I.

Mr. J. D. Rees, C.I.E., M.P.

Sir George Birdwood, K.C.S.I.
Sir Henry Cotton, K.C.S.I., M.P.
Mr. Naoroji

Sir M. Bhownaggree, K.C.I.E.
Mr. Ameer Ali

Mr. Harold Cox, M.P.

Mr. Thornton, C.S.I.

1'The reference is to ‘‘Draft Petition to Lord Elgin”, pp. 106-7. Vide also
“Letter to S. Hollick™, p. 101.
2 While our source is the minutes in Colonial Office records, incomplete versions

are found in Gandhiji’s typewritten office copy S. N. 4512 and also in The South African
Blue Book, C. D. 3308.
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TueE EArL oF Ercin: I should just like to say, gentlemen, that I made this
interview a private one because I thought, from experience of other meetings of the
same sort, we should be better able to discuss the matter friendlily across the table
without the presence of public reporters; at the same time, I am quite aware that the
deputation wish to go into matters of some detail, and therefore I have made arrange-
ments for a note to be taken so that anything which may be said shall be on record.

Then I should like to say one other word. I recognize among the deputation
some of those with whom I have had the pleasure of working in India, and I hope they
have explained to the deputation, if it was necessary, that my sentiments would all be
in favour of doing anything I could for the interests of British Indians. (‘Hear! Hear!’)

Sir LEpeEL GRIFFIN: My Lord, what you have just said makes my duty in intro-
ducing the Delegates more easy. We are very much obliged to your Lordship for ad-
mitting this deputation of men who are all known to you as gentlemen connected with
India, who have been most of them in India themselves, and are all interested in India,
and we are very glad, without any question of party feeling—because all sides are
represented in this deputation—to introduce to you the Delegates from South Africa:
Mr. Gandhi, who is, as your Lordship is aware, a barrister of the Inner Temple and a
man who, in the late Boer war and in the late rising in Natal, has done most excellent
work for the country in organizing ambulance corps and in other ways—he practises
now in Johannesburg—and Mr. Ally, his colleague, who is the representative of the
Mohammedan part of the Indian community in the Transvaal, a merchant of very
good position and the founder, and I believe the Chairman, of the Islamic Association
in the Transvaal. To those gentlemen I propose to leave any details of the Ordinance
which has now been passed and which we are about to ask His Majesty’s Government
to veto. But I would like to say a few words in explaining the matter now before the
Colonial Office, and I shall take up the time of your Lordship only for a few minutes.

I have been asked to present this deputation principally, I fancy, because I
happen to be the Chairman of the Council of the East India Association, of which
your Lordship is a distinguished Vice-President, but the question which the East India
Association has so often urged upon successive Colonial Secretaries and Secretaries for
India and Viceroys of India is not directly concerned in our presence here today. The
bed-rock, as your Lordship is aware, of the East India Association’s protests [is] that all
well-conducted, loyal, and industrious British subjects, whatever their race or colour,
should receive equal rights in all Colonies of the British Empire; that is the bed-rock of
justice which has always been refused in the past, but on which the East India Asso-
ciation, which is represented largely here today, begs to continue to rely and from which
it must continue to make its protest. That, my Lord, is not precisely the question which
this deputation desires to put forward this afternoon; they are not making any of those
large claims which we have before made; they only ask that a certain Ordinance ap-
plying to the Transvaal alone may not receive the sanction of His Majesty’s Government.

A few words only are necessary on this point. During the Boer Government
the British Indians were treated with considerable harshness, but their immigration
into the Transvaal was not prohibited, and with the exception of a fee for a licence for
adult traders, they were not interfered with. But their position was an exceedingly
uncomfortable one, and many protests were raised which, we understood, when the
country fell into the hands of the English, would be redressed. So far from being re-
dressed, their position is made worse and the rules for registration and identification
were made exceedingly more rigorous. The Ordinance which has now been passed
makes, whatever people in South Africa may choose to say, their position infinitely worse
and more degrading. It may be said that in the Transvaal these rules are for the bene-
fit of the Indians, but the toad under the harrow knows where the harrow grips him,
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and the Indians in the Transvaal consider that the new regulations of this Ordinance
are a grievance and an insult which is almost too grievous to be borne; and I for one
most strongly support their claim and their protest.

Under this Ordinance every one in the Transvaal is exposed to the most rigorous
investigation; the impressions of his fingers are to be recorded on every pass; no one
is allowed in—man, woman or child—without registration of so rigorous a character
that has been unheard of in any civilized country within my recollection. Under this
regulation every Indian in the Transvaal, whether an adult male, whether a woman,
or whether a child, and even babes in arms will be obliged to be registered under such
conditions as ordinarily apply only to convicts in a civilized country; and evasion or
ignorance or even forgetfulness on this point is punished by crushing fines, by
imprisonment with hard labour, by expulsion, and by ruin. You, my Lord, who have
been Viceroy of India, and whose sympathy is with the country, must know that legis-
lation of this sort is unheard of under the British flag; indeed, today in Europe, I may
say without any exaggeration, that, with the exception of the Russian legislation against
the Jews, there is no legislation comparable to this on the continent of Europe; and
in England, if we wanted a similar case, we should have to go back to the time of the
Plantagenets.

And against whom is this legislation directed ? Against the most orderly, honour-
able, industrious, temperate race in the world, people of our own stock and blood,
with whom our own language has as a sister-language been connected. There is no
occasion, in the presence of people connected with India, who know its history, to say
what the Indian community is today; it is almost an insult to refer to it.

And by whom is this legislation instigated? I am told, and I believe it, that
it is not by the best part of the British community in the Transvaal, who are, I believe,
in favour of giving all reasonable privileges to British Indian subjects; it is by the alien
foreign population in the Transvaal who are perhaps to some extent inconvenienced
by Indian traders who are so very much more temperate and industrious than them-
selves. It does not come from the English. The legislation is prompted, and the pre-
judice against the Indians is encouraged, by the aliens, by Russian Jews, by Syrians,
by German Jews, by every class of aliens, the very off-scourings of the international
sewers of Europe. The English residents, against whom I do not wish to say one word
of criticism, are a part, in my mind, of the Transvaal, but the Transvaal is only a Colony
by conquest, not by settlement, and it is the aliens who are opposed to this honourable
Indian community.

My Lord, I do not wish to take up more of your time, but what I wish to say
is that today we ask you, as representing His Majesty’s Government, and as we know
your sympathies are with the Indians, over whom you have ruled with so much
distinction, to procure the vetoing of this Ordinance. No large questions are brought
before you today by this deputation. They are not asking for political rights; they
are not asking for gratitude for their great and devoted services in the Transvaal war
where so many of them lost their lives in their devotion to England, doing as courageous
work as any one of the members of the armies which were sent by England, by Australia,
or by Canada. Those services have not been recognized; on the contrary, they have
been ignored and further burdens have been placed upon them. We ask for nothing
today except the merest barest justice. We ask that the whips which the Boers have
inflicted upon us may not be changed into scorpions wielded by the British Govern-
ment.

I would say in conclusion that we hope everything from the present Government,
and for this reason, that the grievances of the Chinese have received the utmost sym-
pathy at the hands of the Government, but, so far as this deputation is concerned,
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the Chinese and other alien nations do not count. We ask not for the Chinese, but for
our own fellow-subjects, and we ask that justice, if not generosity, may be dealt out to
them and that your Lordship will save them from insult and oppression.

It was at your Lordship’s request that this deputation was a small one; it might
have been indefinitely extended. This is a test case—a question of going forward or going
back. Your Lordship, as a past Viceroy of India, must know that the attention of
the whole of India, 300 millions of Indians, is intent today upon the decision which
will be given in this test case, and I beg your Lordship to think and to remember that,
besides the Indians of Indian birth, against whom the insults of this Ordinance are
directed, there are the whole body of Indian officials, to which I and most of the mem-
bers of this deputation belong, who are insulted with the natives of India. Is it to be
supposed that we who have worked with, we who have governed this province of India
under your Lordship and under your predecessors and successors, have been governing
degraded creatures who are placed lower even than the Zulus and Russian Jews?
No, my Lord. We trust to you to do what you can to defend the people whom you
have governed so well. And I will beg you to excuse any exciting warmth in my way
of speaking, because I assure you that any warmth in my words is very much exceeded
by the feeling of shame and resentment which fills my heart at the way in which the
British Indians of the Transvaal are treated today by the settlers (I will not call them
Colonists) of that country.

MRr. Ganpai: Both Mr. Ally and I are very much obliged to your
Lordship for giving us the opportunity of placing the British Indian
position before you. Supported though we are by distinguished Anglo-
Indian friends and others, I feel that the task before Mr. Ally and my-
self is very difficult, because your Lordship, in reply to the cablegram!
sent to you through Lord Selborne, after the great British Indian mass
meeting in Johannesburg, was pleased to inform the British Indian
Association, that, although you would be pleased to give us every
opportunity of stating our case, no good purpose was likely to be served
as your Lordship had approved of the principle of the Ordinance,
in that it gave some measure of relief to the British Indian commu-
nity, though not as much as His Majesty’s Government would de-
sire. We who are the men on the spot and who are affected by the Ordi-
nance in question have ventured to think otherwise. We have felt
that this Ordinance does not give us any relief whatsoever. It is a
measure which places British Indians in a far worse position than
before and makes the lot of the British Indian well-nigh intolerable.
Under the Ordinance the British Indian is assumed to be a criminal.
If a stranger, not knowing the circumstances of the Transvaal, were to
read the Ordinance, he would have no hesitation in coming to the
conclusion that an Ordinance of that nature which carries so many
penalties and wounds the British Indian community on all sides, must
only apply to thieves or a gang of robbers. I venture, therefore, to
think that, although Sir Lepel Griffin has used strong? language in

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 456.
2 The Original has ‘‘strange”.
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connection with the Ordinance, he has not at all exaggerated, but every
word of it is justified. At the same time I beg to state that the Ordi-
nance, as amended, does not apply to British Indian females. The
draft Ordinance undoubtedly applied to females also, but owing to
the very strong protest made by the British Indian Association, and
by Mr. Ally separately as Chairman of the Hamidia Islamic Society,
pointing out the great violence that would have been done to female
sanctity, if I may say so, the Ordinance was amended so as to take
females out of its operation. But it applies to all adult males and even
to children, in that the parents or guardians have to take out registra-
tion certificates for their children or wards as the case may be.

It is a fundamental maxim of the British law that every one is pre-
sumed to be innocent until he is found guilty, but the Ordinance rever-
ses the process, and brands every Indian as guilty, and leaves no room
for him to prove his innocence. There is absolutely nothing proved
against us and yet every British Indian, no matter what his status is, is
to be condemned as guilty and not treated as an innocent man. My
Lord, an Ordinance of this nature [it] is not possible for British In-
dians to reconcile themselves to. I do not know that such an Ordi-
nance is applicable to free British subjects in any part of His Majesty’s
Dominions.

Moreover, what the Transvaal thinks today the other Colonies
think tomorrow. When Lord Milner sprang his Bazaar Notice! on
British Indians, the whole of South Africa rang with the Bazaar idea.
The term “Bazaar’ is a misnomer; it has been really applied to Loca-
tions where trade is utterly impossible. However, a proposal was
seriously made, after a Bazaar Notice, by the then Mayor of Natal?,
Mr. Ellis Browne, that Indians should be relegated to Bazaars.3 There
is not the slightest reason why this Ordinance also, if it ever becomes
law, should not be copied by the other parts of South Africa. The
position today in Natal is that even indentured Indians are not
required to carry passes as contemplated by the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Ordinance; nor are there any penalties attached to the non-
carrying of passes as are defined in the Ordinance under discussion.
We have already shown in our humble representation that no relief
has been granted by this Ordinance, because the remission of the £3 fee,
referred to by Mr. Duncan, is quite illusory, because all we British
Indians resident in the Transvaal who are obliged to pay £3 under
Law 3 of 1885, and those who, under Lord Selborne’s promise, are like-
ly to be allowed to re-enter the Transvaal, have paid the £3 already.

1 Vide Vol. IV, pp. 46-9.
2 Mayor of Durban.
3 Vide Vol. TV, p. 238.
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The authority to issue temporary permits is also superfluous in
that the Government have already exercised the power, and there are
today in the Transvaal several Indians in possession of temporary
permits. They are liable to be expelled from the Colony on the expiry
of their permits.

The relief under the Liquor Ordinance! is, British Indians feel,
a wanton insult. So much was this recognized by the local Govern-
ment that they immediately assured the Indians that it was not intended
for British Indians at all, but for somebody else. We have no connec-
tion with anybody else, and we have always endeavoured to show that the
British Indians ought to be treated as British subjects, and ought not
to be included with the general body of Asiatics with respect to whom
there may be a need for some restrictions which ought not to apply to
British Indians as British subjects.

There remains one more statement that is in connection with the
land owned by the late Aboobaker.? That land should belong to the
heirs by right, but under the interpretation reluctantly put upon it
by the Supreme Court, that it is only individual in character and does
not touch the community, the land cannot be transmitted to the heirs.
The Ordinance is intended to rectify the error, but, as I had the honour
to represent the heirs, I ventured to think that even they would not consent
to pay for getting this relief at the price, in the nature of this Ordinance,
for British Indians; and certainly the Indian community can never ex-
change for the relief given to their heirs of the land of Aboobaker an
Ordinance of this nature, which requires them to pay so great a price
for what is really their own. So that under the Ordinance in that respect
again there is absolutely no relief. As I said before, we shall be, under
the Ordinance, branded as criminals.

My Lord, the existing regulation is severe enough. I hold in my
hands returns from the Court of the Magistrate at Volksrust. Over
150 successful prosecutions of Indians attempting to enter the Transvaal
have taken place during the years 1905 and 1906. All these prosecutions,
I venture to say, are by no means just. I venture to believe that if these
prosecutions were gone into you would see that some of them were
absolutely groundless.

So far as the question of identification is concerned the present
laws are quite enough. I produce to your Lordship the registration
certificate held by me, and it will show how complete it is to establish
identification. The present law can hardly be called an amendment.
I produce before your Lordship a registration receipt held by my colleague,
Mr. Ally, from the Transvaal Government. Your Lordship will see that

1 Vide Vol. V, p. 402.
2 ibid., pp. 231-2.
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it is merely a receipt for £3. The registration under the present Ordi-
nance is of a different type. When Lord Milner wished to enforce Law 3
of 1885 he suggested new registration. ~We protested against it, but
on his strong advice, as a voluntary act, we allowed ourselves to be
newly registered, and hence the form produced before your Lordship.
At the time that registration was undertaken, Lord Milner stated
emphatically that it was a measure once for all, and that it would
form a complete title to residence by those who held such registration
certificates. Is all this now to be undone? Your Lordship is doubtless
aware of the Punia case!, wherein a poor Indian woman, in company
with her husband, was torn away from her husband, and was ordered
by the magistrate to leave the country within seven hours. Fortunately,
relief was granted in the end, as the matter was taken up in time. A
boy under 11 years was also arrested and sentenced to pay a fine of
£50 or to go to gaol for three months, and at the end of it to leave the
country. In this case again the Supreme Court has been able to grant
justice. The conviction was pronounced to be wholly bad, and Sir
James Rose-Innes stated that the Administration would bring itself to
ridicule and contempt if such a policy was pursued.? If the existing legis-
lation is strong enough and severe enough to thus prosecute British
Indians, is it not enough to keep out of the Colony British Indians who
may attempt fraudulently to enter it?

It has been stated that the reason for passing the Ordinance is that
there is an unauthorized influx of British Indians into the Transvaal
on a wholesale scale, and that there is an attempt on the part of the
Indian community to introduce Indians in such a manner. The last
charge has been, times without number, repudiated by the Indian
community, and the makers of the charge have been challenged to
prove their statement. The first statement has also been denied.

I ought to mention one thing also, that is, the fourth resolution
that was passed at the British Indian mass meeting.> It was passed by
the meeting solemnly, prayerfully, and in all humility, and the whole
of that great meeting decided by that resolution that, if this Ordinance
ever came to be enforced, and we did not get relief, the British Indians,
rather than submit to the great degradation involved in it, would go
to gaol; such was the intensity of the feeling aroused by the Ordinance.
We have hitherto suffered much in the Transvaal and in other parts
of South Africa, but the hardship has been tolerable; we have not con-
sidered it necessary to travel 6,000 miles to place the position before the
Imperial Government. But the straining point has been reached by the

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 450-2.
2 ibid., pp. 452 and 455.
3 ibid., p. 423.
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Ordinance, and we felt that we should in all humility exhaust every
resource even to the extent of sending a Deputation to wait on your
Lordship.

The least, therefore, that in my humble opinion is due to the British
Indian community is to appoint a commission as suggested in the humble
representation submitted to your Lordship. It is a time-honoured
British custom that, whenever an important principle is involved, a
commission is appointed before a step is taken. The question of alien
immigration into the United Kingdom is a parallel case. Charges some-
what similar to the charges against the Indian community were made
against the aliens who entered the United Kingdom. There was also
the question of the adequacy of the existing legislation and the necessity
for further legislation; all these three points were referred to a com-
mission before any step was taken. I, therefore, venture to think that
a commission should be appointed, and the whole question thrashed
out before any drastic measures are taken.

I venture, therefore, to hope that your Lordship will see your way
to grant this small measure of relief to the British Indian community.

Mr. H. O. ALLy: My Lord, we are very much obliged to you for the patient
hearing your Lordship is giving to the deputation. Mr. Gandhi has stated the case
fully before your Lordship, and I do not wish to add much to what has already been
said. I am not a lawyer, but as a layman, and as a resident of old standing in the Trans-
vaal, I do wish to submit to your Lordship that the hardships that the present Ordi-
nance would inflict upon us are unbearable. And I can assure your Lordship that,
immediately the Ordinance was introduced into the Legislative Council of the Trans-
vaal, my fellow-countrymen felt, and felt very keenly, to think that such laws can be
passed under a British Government. It is what I should never have believed years ago.

Our lot is today infinitely worse than under the Boer regime; we were able
to get protection from the British Government during that time. Are we now, under
the same Government, to be persecuted?

When aliens of all classes are, at the very moment that the Ordinance is intro-
duced, pouring into the Transvaal, and when they enjoy all the rights and privileges
granted to British subjects, my countrymen, who are always to the fore for the defence
of the Empire, are suffering these serious disabilities and the disabilities threatened by
the Ordinance. Today in India the frontier is guarded by my fellow-countrymen,
who shoulder the rifle in defence of the Empire; and it is very grievous that they should
have to suffer such misery, and that there should be class legislation against them of
this type.

I appeal for justice, and I appeal to your Lordship in the name of the British
traditions, that you will be pleased to remove the disability that the Ordinance will
place upon us, by vetoing it, or at least by granting a commission. We are loyal British
subjects, and as such we are entitled to the fullest protection. We have not asked for,
and we do not now ask for, political rights; we are content that the white man should
be predominant in the Transvaal; but we do feel that we are entitled to all the other
ordinary rights that a British subject should enjoy.

Sir HENry CotToN: I wish to say one word, my Lord, if I may. I am here
not only as a retired Indian official, like many distinguished men I see around me, but
also as a Member of the present Parliament, and as chairman of a meeting which sat
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in the Grand Committee Room upstairs in the House of Commons attended by more
than 100 members of the Liberal Party. I take this opportunity of saying that I deeply
regret that the invitations to attend that meeting were not extended to both sides of
the House. (‘Hear! Hear!’) It was an unfortunate oversight which we all regret. But
that meeting, I say, was attended by 100 and more Members of the House of Commons,
and their feeling was very strong indeed upon this subject; indeed, they went so far as
to record a resolution that they sympathized with and supported the prayer of the peti-
tioners. Since that meeting, my Lord, I have been brought in contact with many Mem-
bers of the House of Commons who were not present at the meeting, gentlemen on both
sides of the House. Many gentlemen on the opposite benches have also intimated to
me that there is a complete sympathy with the attitude taken up by Messrs Gandhi
and Ally on behalf of their fellow-subjects in the Transvaal.

I wish also in associating myself, as I do completely, with the observations which
fell from Sir Lepel Griffin, to remind your Lordship that it was Lord Lansdowne, for
whom we all have the greatest regard and respect, who, although he is the Leader of
the Opposition in the House of Lords, is at all events, as we know very well, a most
liberal-minded statesman, who drew prominent attention in England to the grievances
which the British Indians in the Transvaal suffered from under President Kruger’s
administration. Nothing, he said, roused so much indignation in his mind or so much
anger as the ill-treatment which the British Indians received in South Africa. And
he went further even in his speech—it was a speech delivered at Sheffield two or three
weeks after the outbreak of the war—for he said that he regarded with grave anxiety
the state of feeling which must inevitably exist in India when it was known that the
British subjects of India in South Africa were so ill treated and ground down. And
he pointed out the imperative duty of the British Government to improve their status
and position.

Now, my Lord, that is a pledge which was given by the head of the Opposition
in the House of Lords, and I appeal to you, my Lord, as the representative of a Liberal
Government, in dealing with this matter in South Africa, that your duty is at least as
decisive as [that] Lord Lansdowne claimed for himself a few years ago.

It is true that the people of India do feel this matter very deeply. It is true also
that the British Indians in South Africa have greater grievances to complain of now
than they had under the Dutch Government; and the climax has been reached in the
passing of this Ordinance, of which Messrs Gandhi and Ally here so justly complain.
Representing as I do a very influential and large section of the House of Commons
and, I believe, the almost unanimous official feeling in India on the subject, I do trust
that your Lordship will be able to give this petition your favourable consideration.

Sik M. M. BHOWNAGGREE: My Lord, I think the case has been so ably and
clearly put before your Lordship that there is not the least occasion for me to go into
any details, and if I feel called upon to address your Lordship for a very few minutes,
it is simply on account of the interest I took in this question all through my ten and
a half years’ career in Parliament. I want to bring to your Lordship’s notice a few
points which perhaps may not be within your knowledge.

In complaining of the grievances of British Indian subjects in South Africa,
I had opportunities of seeing your predecessors, Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Lyttelton,
very often on the subject. My activity had taken the form at last of a long printed
letter in which I detailed the whole narrative of the facts, and Mr. Lyttelton there-
upon assured me that the case had been so fairly put, and the demands made were
so reasonable, that he hoped to get some relief. I, on the other hand, knew what the
local forces of opposition to a liberal policy on the part of any ministry of the Imperial
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Government would be, and while I thanked him for his sympathetic answer, I told
him it might be necessary to appoint a commission to enquire into the whole subject.
Sir George Farrar, who represented the anti British Indian interest[s] in the Transvaal
legislature, also happened at the same time, to suggest that the appointment of a com-
mission would ventilate the matter, and might bring some solution of that very difficult
problem. Thereupon I addressed Mr. Lyttelton again, accepting Sir George Farrar’s
offer, and matters were in that train, and I believe Mr. Lyttelton would have ultimately
appointed a commission, but the Government, of which he was a member then, went out
of office. Recognizing the very difficult position in which the whole question stands,
I now urge that a commission might be appointed pending the report of which this
Ordinance might at least be held in abeyance, so that you may have the benefit of
judging of the whole question by the report of that commission.

I have only one word to add, my Lord. For five years your Lordship has been
the custodian and guardian of Indian interests and the protector of their rights, during
a memorable and distinguished viceroyalty. Today—as our leader, Sir Lepel Griffin,
has well said—the eyes of all India are focussed upon the proceedings which are taking
place in this room, and I am only expressing the sentiments of the 300 millions of people
of India when I express the hope that your Lordship will, on account of the sympathy
which you have shown, and which I believe you are ready to show, and of which,
even on our entrance into this room, you assured us, allow no other consideration but
that of justice to weigh with you, and will grant the prayer which these gentlemen have
come all this long distance here to ask at your hands.

MR. ReEgs: I am not going, my Lord, into the subject of the merits of the case;
I think they were amply dealt with by Sir Lepel Griffin; nor am I going to speak of
my interest in this subject, which I have often brought before Parliament myself. But
when Sir Henry Cotton spoke of the meeting yesterday, I should like to say that it was
not only a party meeting, but it was a meeting of part of a party, and that I do deprecate
with all my heart and soul, in a matter which is of such serious importance, any
endeavour to make any subject connected with British India a party subject. I do not
think there can be a more serious matter than this very serious one upon which we
have come before your Lordship, namely, the unfortunate manner in which our
fellow-subjects have been treated in the Transvaal.

Mr. Harorp Cox: My Lord, I am in a somewhat different position from most
of the gentlemen here, because I am neither an ex-official of the Government of India,
nor am I myself Indian by birth, but I did have the honour personally of serving in
India for two years under a Native Prince, and I look back to that period of my life
with the greatest pleasure. That is one special reason why I am here today. But at
the back of my mind the real reason why I am here today is because I am English,
and because I think this matter is a disgrace to my country. Our country was pledged
when we went to war with the Transvaal to do justice to the British Indians. That
justice has not been done, and I contend that it is not possible for the present Govern-
ment, of which your Lordship is a part, to ride off on the plea that the Transvaal is
a self-governing Colony. It is not a self-governing Colony. It is absolutely subject
to your authority, and whatever is done by you today, or at any other time, is done
not in the name of the Transvaal, but in the name of the English people, and in the
name of the English people I protest against any injustice being done to British subjects.

MR. Naoroji: I do not want to take up your Lordship’s time, and after the
able manner in which the whole subject has been laid before you, I would only join
in the appeal that has been made to you on behalf of my fellow-subjects under the
British flag. If there is one principle more important than another, it is that of the
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freedom of British subjects under the British flag, and I do hope that the British Govern-
ment, especially a Liberal Government, will stand upon that basis.

MR. AMEER AL: Will your Lordship allow me to make one observation only?
Perhaps my recent experience of India is the most recent of all. I venture to say this:
that the feeling of India is very strong on this subject of the injury done to British Indians
in the Transvaal, and it will be a serious mistake if the subject is put on one side. That
is the only matter I want to present to your Lordship.

THE EArL oF Ercin: In the first place, I would like to say that I entirely
accept the position which Mr. Cox put upon me. I am responsible, no doubt, for the
advice which is given in this matter and nobody else, and I do not wish to shirk my
responsibility. In the second case, I wish also to express my adherence to what was
said by Mr. Rees, Sir Henry Cotton and others that I regard this as no party question
at all. Sir Henry Cotton quoted from Lord Lansdowne, but I have before me a des-
patch from the Colonial Secretary of the last Government from which I should like
to read one paragraph: ‘His Majesty’s Government cannot believe that the British
community in the Transvaal appreciate the true nature of the proposition which some
of its members are pressing upon you. They, as Britons, are as jealous of the honour
of the British name as ourselves, and even if a material sacrifice were necessary to vindi-
cate that honour, I feel assured they would cheerfully make it. His Majesty’s Govern-
ment hold that it is derogatory to national honour to impose on resident British subjects
disabilities against which we had remonstrated, and to which even the law of the late
South African Republic rightly interpreted did not subject them, and they do not doubt
that when this is perceived the public opinion of the Colony will not any longer support
the demand which has been put forward.’

Sir Henry CotrTon: May I ask which Colonial Secretary that was?

Tue EArL oF Ercin: It was from Mr. Lyttelton to yourself, written in 1904.
Now, I understand from the gentlemen who have come before me today that we are
not here to discuss general sympathies, nor even are we to consider anything further
than the rights which the British Indian community possessed in the past. They do not
ask at this present moment for an extension of those rights. That limits the matter,
as I think you wish it to be limited, to the question of this Ordinance itself.

Sir LeperL GrrirriN: For the present, my Lord. We are going to fight the
question hereafter.

Tue EAarRL oF Ercin: Oh, yes; I am thinking of today, and the answer I have
to give.

Sik LEpeL GRIFFIN: Yes.

THE EArL oF ELciN: I only make that observation in order that I may be pre-
cise in my answer. The question, therefore, is with reference to this Ordinance, and
following up the remark I made just now about its being no party question, I hope
you will accept it from me that it was no intention of the men at the head of the Trans-
vaal Government—they distinctly stated so to me—that they had no intention what-
ever in the legislation they brought forward to do otherwise than to improve, rather
than to make worse, the condition of the British Indian community. I am not saying
that the subject is not perfectly open to your criticisms, but I wish you to accept from
me that that was the intention with which this legislation was brought forward.

Now Mr. Gandhi explained that, in some cases, for instance in the case of the
poll-tax, this concession, which was supposed to be given under the Ordinance, was
illusory. I admit that I think there was something in his statement that most of those
who would come under the restriction I have just mentioned would probably have
paid the £3. But at the same time, dealing with this as a matter of the status of the
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British Indians in the Transvaal, I conceive that the Government might quite fairly
have held that in removing the imposition of the poll-tax once for all they were, pro
tanto, improving the status of the British Indians.

Then with regard to the question of permits or registration, we have seen one
of the permits given under the Boer administration. It is merely a receipt for the money.
The Boer administration in that respect, as well as in a good many others, was not so
accurate as the administration which necessarily with our ideas obtains under the
British Government; and, therefore, I am only stating the view which has been put
before me; the view of the Government of the Transvaal is this: that as it stood under
the rules of the Boer Government which they had inherited, there was great confusion,
and there were great administrative difficulties, and that consequently there was a con-
siderable degree of friction, and also there arose considerable delay in the determina-
tion of cases of which I see traces in the petition itself. It was for that purpose, as
I understand it, that the Government of the Transvaal proposed to substitute the form
of registration, but according to their representations to me, there was no intention
whatever of making that form of registration in any way more oppressive than the
form of permits properly ministered.

And if I may, just for a moment—I do not want to go into all the details—follow
this question of thumb marks, I think that thumb marks first came into notice promi-
nently when Sir Henry Cotton and I were associated in the Government of India,
under our friend Mr. Henry, who occupies a prominent position in the city now. No
doubt the imposition of thumb marks was introduced in that case for the detection
of criminals, but I do not know why the imposition of a thumb mark in itself should
be a very debasing operation; in fact, as they say, it has always seemed to me a most
marvellous thing that they say they can trace every thumb mark, there might be an
advantage over the hieroglyphics which some of us call our signatures. And there is
this fact I want just to mention, and to bring to the notice of Mr. Gandhi, that on the
permit which he has handed to me, issued under the present Ordinance, there is a
thumb mark already imposed under the present Ordinance in just the same way as
it will be imposed under the new Ordinance.

MRr. GanpHi: Only that that, as I said, is a purely voluntary act
done by us on the advice and the instigation of Lord Milner. He asked
us to do it.

THE EArRL oF ELcIN: Quite so; but still here is a certificate which is an official
certificate, and it bears a thumb mark.

Lorp STANLEY OF ALDERLEY: It was affixed without prejudice.

TrHe EArRL oF ErciN: I do not see why it should not be affixed to the regis-
tration certificate without prejudice.

SIrR M. BHOWNAGGREE: Might I explain one thing? Whatever Lord Milner
asked British Indians to do was done on the understanding that the whole question
of the treatment of the community was the subject of consideration between the Colonial
Secretary for the time being and Lord Milner and the local authorities, so that they
might have submitted to Lord Milner’s injunction in a respectful way and, as Lord
Stanley just now said, without prejudice. But this imposes a sort of distinction between
one subject and another in the Transvaal.

TreE EArRL oF Ercin: Do not suppose I am taking it further than this; I am
only saying here is a document which is at present in use with a thumb mark, and it
cannot be called debasing.

MR. GanpHr1: It is the ten-finger mark.

Tue EArRL oF Ercin: Is it more debasing with ten fingers?
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Sk Henry Cotron: It is only required in the case of criminals.

TrHE EARL oF ELcIN: I do not want to argue it, but I think there is just that
much to be said.

Then there is one matter about registration; that is, that if the system of regis-
tration was carried out it would give a final and indefeasible title to those who are
registered to their rights in the Transvaal. That is the position of the Transvaal Govern-
ment on that matter. And as regards the carrying of a pass, and any oppressive use
of the power of inspection, I am informed, and I have taken some trouble to ascertain
it, that all that would be intended, so far as checking the Ordinance certificate is con-
cerned, is that it would probably be inspected once a year. As regards any other casual
demand for it, it would be, as I am told, exactly in the same position as this permit
is, which, if I am right, may be demanded from anybody in the Transvaal. This is
the position. I do not want to elaborate too much on this subject, I only wish to make
this explanation, that those were the sort of reasons which the Government of the Trans-
vaal put before me when they asked my assent to the introduction of the legislation
on these grounds, and it is distinctly upon my apprehension that these modifications
of the law would, in the long run, be for the benefit, and not for the oppression, of the
British Indian community that I gave my assent to the introduction of that legislation.

Now, gentlemen, we are in the position that this is challenged. I think I ought
to say, without in any way challenging the authority with which Mr. Gandhi and
Mr. Ally come here as the representatives of a large meeting, that I have got telegrams
from the Transvaal advising me of the forwarding of a petition from British Indians
which they say had been largely signed, in opposition to the views which have been
placed before me today; and with regard to the general feeling I have today received
two more telegrams, I say two more, because there are a good many others from different
municipalities in the country urging the passing of the Ordinance and so on. I cannot,
therefore, entirely subscribe to what Sir Lepel Griffin said about the opposition, and
the nature of the opposition to this matter. I regret it more than anybody in this room.
I suppose there could be found, if not in the records of this office, at any rate, in the
records of the India Office, despatches with my signature attached to them, protesting,
in as strong language as has been used here, against the restrictions on British citizens,
and I do not go back from one single word. But we have to recognize the fact that
all over the world there are difficulties arising on the part of white communities, and
we have to reckon with them. I do not say that they ought always to succeed; they
certainly ought not to succeed in points of detail which would, in any way, involve
oppression. But the fact of there being that sentiment has to be borne in mind when
we have to deal with matters of this description.

I do not think I have much more to reply to. Reference has been made to
the proposition towards the end of the petition, that at any rate there might be a post-
ponement for the examination of the subject by a commission. That, no doubt, is an
alternative which might be adopted; but I am not in a position today to say whether
that is so or not. Indeed I think you will easily acknowledge that I paid you the best
compliment when I did not endeavour to make up my mind until I had seen you, and
heard what you have to say. That is my position. I have now heard what Mr. Gandhi
had to say. I hope he has put before me, as fully as he desired, what he has come so
far to say. I have heard the other gentlemen who have accompanied him. I will give
the best consideration to their representations, and I shall think it my duty to make up
my mind with the full responsibility which I have to assume.

MRr. GanpHI: May I make one statement, my Lord, for one minute?
I have listened with the very greatest attention, and with very great
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obligation, to your Lordship’s statement, but I must submit that the
information placed before your Lordship on some points is not accurate,
and I am in a position to refute that information by documentary evi-
dence with regard to permits, as your Lordship used the term, in con-
nection with the Ordinance of 1885, but this is not the occasion when
I could do it. But if your Lordship will ask us to wait upon you we
will do it. But that just shows that nothing short of a commission would
place our position accurately before your Lordship.

Sir LEPeEL GrIFFIN: My Lord, I beg, on behalf of the deputation, to express
our best thanks for the exceedingly kind and courteous way in which you have received
us, and the patience with which you have listened to what we had to say. We were
assured before of your full sympathy in this matter, and knew it perfectly well.

(The deputation then withdrew.)

From a photostat of the printed original: India Office: Judicial and Public
Records: 4287/06

131. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter CeciL,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906

TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

Tae RicHT HoN’BLE THE EARL oF ELrcIN

His MajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoroNiaL OFFICE

LonponN

SIR,

With reference to the interview that Lord Elgin was pleased to
grant us, we beg to enquire whether His Lordship will be pleased to
acquaint us with the nature of the cablegram! of dissent received from
some Indians in the Transvaal by His Lordship, as also with the names
of the senders’.. The information is of a somewhat startling nature
and we might, if some further information were given to us, be able
to render an explanation.

The Deputation this afternoon was intended more to strengthen
His Lordship’s hands in securing for the British Indians in the Trans-
vaal fair and just treatment rather than to place before His Lordship
a full statement. As we believe that some of the information received
by His Lordship and used by him in his statement is not consistent with

1 Alleging that the Deputationists did not represent the Indian community and
that Gandhiji was a professional agitator, etc. Vide appendix.
2 Dr. William Godfrey and C. M. Pillay.
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the facts, may we request a brief private interview at which it will be
possible for us to place the details more fully before him than we could
at the Deputation that took place this afternoon.
We have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,

M. K. GanDHI
H. O. ALLy

From a photostat of the original: Colonial Office Records: C. O. 291,
Vol. 112/Ind.; also the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4515

132. LETTER TO MRS. G. BLAIR

[Hoter CEecir,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906

DEAR MADAM,

I thank you for your note. Mr. Ally, my co-Delegate, and I are
very much obliged to you for your note of the 5th instant. I fear it
will be impossible for us to stay here up to January much as we should
like to be able to address a meeting in Liverpool. We are likely to leave,
at the latest, on the 24th instant. I suppose, therefore, that the idea
of a meeting in Liverpool must be dropped. However, both Mr. Ally
and I are greatly obliged to you for your sympathy.

I remain,
Yours faithfully,
Mgrs. G. Brair
HoN. SECRETARY
LiverroorL INDIAN FamiNE Funp
21, CuurcH Roap
WATERLOO
LivErrooL

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4516

133. LETTER TO MRS. FREETH

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906

DEAR MRS. FREETH,

I am sending this letter on the off chance of its reaching you. If
you receive it you will be surprised to know that I am in London. As
my departure from Johannesburg was very hurried I forgot to take
your address with me. I asked my clerk to send it, but have not yet
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received it. I shall be exceedingly sorry if I have to leave London without
seeing you. If you receive this letter, I hope you will let me know
immediately your proper address.

Yours sincerely,
MRgrs. FREETH
Late MRs. PiLcHER
St. Joun’s Woop Roap
LonpoN

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4517

134. LETTER TO MRS. BARNES

[Hoter CEciL,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
DEAR MRS. BARNES,
If this letter finds you, I know it will surprise you. If you are staying
in Westbourne Park Road kindly drop me a line and I shall make it a
point to see you before I leave for Johannesburg, where I have been
living now for some years.
Yours sincerely,
MRrs. BARNEs
36, WEsTBOURNE PArRk Roap, W.

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4518

135. LETTER TO BARNES

[Hoter CEecir,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906

MY DEAR BARNES,

I wonder if you are still in Victoria Street. If you are, please let
me know, and I shall look you up. I am here only for a very short
time. My regards to all, if you receive this letter.

Yours sincerely,

BarNEs, Esq.

c/o MEssrs TROUTBECK & BARNEs
SOLICITORS

VicToriaA STREET, S.W.

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4520



136. LETTER TO SIR RICHARD SOLOMON

Hoter CeciL,
Lonpon,
November 8, 1906

SIR,

We venture to address this informal letter to you on the strength
of your having always been a friend of the Coloured people, using the
term in its widest sense. Lord Elgin seemed to think, as you also thought,
that a commission of enquiry was due to us. We venture respectfully
to think that a word of approval from you of the idea of a commission
would bring about, from our point of view, the desired result. The
Ordinance proceeds on the assumption that every Indian is capable
of abusing his permit or registration. From the statement made by
Lord Elgin there is, in our humble opinion, no doubt that a great deal
of inaccurate information has been placed before him. We think that
nothing short of an impartial commission of enquiry can remove all the
doubts and misapprehension that exist. May we appeal to you again
for this small measure of justice, which it is in your power to grant.

Yours faithfully,
[M. K. GANDHI
H. O. ALLy]
SIR RICHARD SOLOMON
Rerorm CLUB
Parr Marr, W,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4521

137. LETTER TO MESSRS CAMERON, KIM & CO.

[Hoter CEci,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
Messrs CameroN, Kim & Co.
SOLICITORS
GresuaMm House
Orp BoxDp STREET, W.

GENTLEMEN,

I have received, by the last mail from Johannesburg, papers in
connection with the action that is now pending in the Witwatersrand

6-9
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High Court. Messrs Bell and Nixon have probably written to you
in the matter.

It was agreed between them and me that evidence should be taken
of Mr. Dalglish, during my stay in London, before a commissioner
to be appointed by us by mutual agreement between us.

I shall be obliged if you will kindly let me know whether evidence
can be taken some time next week as I am likely to leave London if
not Saturday week, certainly on the Saturday following.

Yours faithfully,
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4523

138. LETTER TO W. T. STEAD

[HoteL CkecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
DEAR SIR,

Mr. Ally and I have arrived, as you may have seen from the papers,
as a Deputation to wait upon Lord Elgin in connection with the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance of the Transvaal, passed by the Legislative
Council.

I beg to enclose herewith a copy of the Representation submitted
to Lord Elgin. Mr. Ally and I shall appreciate an interview with you
and if you will kindly give us an appointment, we would wait on you
and endeavour to present to you the present position of British Indians
in the Transvaal.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

[Enclosure]

W. T. StEAD, EsqQ.!
Mowsray HoUSE

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4524

1(1849-1912); journalist and publicist; founder-editor of The Review of Reviews



139. LETTER TO S. HOLLICK

[Hoter CEcir,
Lonpon,]
November 8, 1906
DEAR MR. HOLLICK,

I am much obliged to you for your note. I certainly accept the
correction made by you, which is reasonable. I now return a fair
copy?! with the correction incorporated. I also send you an extra copy
for yourself. I shall thank you to hurry forward the matter.

There was a very satisfactory interview with Lord Elgin; he was
desirous that it should be kept private. I think that if sufficient effort
is now made, relief will be granted.

I am,
Yours truly,
Enclosure
S. Horrick, Esq.
62, LonpoNn WaLL, E.C.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4527

140. LETTER TO SIR CHARLES DILKE?

[Hoter Cekcir,
Lonpon,]
November 9, 1906
SIR,

We beg to thank you for your presence at the deputation to Lord
Elgin, in spite of the inclemency of the weather, and for the great support
you have given to our cause by your presence. We venture to hope
that you will be good enough to continue to take an active interest in
the matter until a full measure of justice has been secured for the British
Indians in the Transvaal.

We beg to remain,
Your humble servants,
[M. K. GANDHI
H. O. Arry]
SiR CHARLES DILKE

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4519
1 “Draft Petition to Lord Elgin”, pp. 106-7

2 A note on the office copy shows that this letter was sent to ‘‘all the gentlemen
who formed the deputation to Lord Elgin™.



141. LETTER TO SIR MUNCHERjJI BHOWNAGGREE

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
November 9, 1906

DEAR SIR MUNCHERJI,
I do not overstate when I say that probably you will be responsible
if some measure of success is gained by the Deputation. Immediately
Mr. Ally and I went to Sir Lepel Griffin, he told us he had received
your note and that he entirely agreed with you that the Deputation
should wait on Mr. Morley.! He was most sympathetic and enthusiastic
and this is no doubt due to you.
I am now sending [a letter?] to ask an appointment with Mr. Morley.
Mr. Ally and I had half an hour with Lord George Hamilton who
was sympathetic but there was a ring of non possumus about all he said.
However, he has told us that he will carefully go through the Ordinance.
I am,
Yours truly,
SikR MuncHERjJT BoowNaccreg, K.C.S.I.
198, CroMwELL Roap, S.W.

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4529

142. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO MORLEY

[Hoter Cekcir,
Lonpon, ]
November 9, 1906

TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
Tue Ricat HoN’BLE JoHN MORLEY
His MAajesTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA
Inpia OFFiCE
Lo~xpoN
SIR,

We, the undersigned, being Delegates appointed by the British
Indian Association of the Transvaal to wait upon the Imperial authorities
in connection with the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance passed by

I The deputation waited on Mr. Morley on November 22, 1906.
2 Vide the following item.
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the Legislative Council, beg to report that we have waited upon
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies and now
request an interview with the Right Hon’ble the Secretary for India.

Mr. Morley, in his communication to Mr. Naoroji, was pleased
to say that he would receive the Indian Deputation, for which we beg
to express our thanks.

Sir Lepel Griffin, who headed, and other distinguished gentlemen
who formed the deputation yesterday, have kindly consented to join
us and introduce us to Mr. Morley. We shall be pleased if the Right
Hon’ble gentleman will appoint a time for receiving the Deputation.

We have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,
[M. K. GanDHI
H. O. ArLLy]
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4531

143. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LORD ELGIN

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
November 9, 1906
TO
Lorp ErLcIN’s PRIVATE SECRETARY

[s1&,]

As Lord Elgin told the Indian Deputation yesterday that official
notes would be taken of the proceedings of the Deputation, may I ask
you to let me have a copy of the official notes.

I remain,
Your obedient servant,

From a photostat of the typewritten draft: S.N. 4535

144. LETTER TO H.S.L. POLAK

[Hoter CEecir,
Lonpon,]
November 9, 1906
DEAR MR. POLAK,

I am sending you all the cuttings I can. I will not enumerate them.
The interview with Lord Elgin yesterday was exceedingly good.
Sir Lepel Griffin spoke very nicely. You may read this letter to the
members of the Association. I may be able to let you have the official
copy of the proceedings next week. I have applied for it. Sir Muncherji,
Mr. Naoroji, Mr. Ameer Ali and Mr. Rees spoke: they were all precise
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and to the point. The support we have received is beyond expectation.
Everybody considers that a stronger deputation on Indian affairs has
never yet waited upon the Government. There seems to be every reason
for hoping that Lord Elgin will grant a commission and if he does, it
will be exceedingly good. We have now asked for an interview with
Mr. Morley; that Deputation will also, I believe, be very strongly
supported. The meeting of the Members of the House of Commons!?
was very enthusiastic and sympathetic. Some of the Members thought
that it was unprecedented! Nobody had expected that over 100
Members would attend. The speakers too at the meeting vied with one
another in showing their sympathy.

We saw Lord George Hamilton today: he gave us half an hour.
He said he felt convinced that an injustice was being done. He has
promised to study the Representation to Lord Elgin. There was, how-
ever, an attitude of non possumus about him.

We sent you a long cablegram? yesterday. The more we see, the
more we feel that a permanent committee is absolutely necessary, if
the work of the Deputation is not to be frittered away. Sir Muncherji
is very emphatic on the point. It is, therefore, vexing that no cablegram
has yet been received from you. This is not to blame you. I can quite
understand the difficulties you are going through. This is not to blame
you.? I simply state the fact that delay is dangerous and hope that
tomorrow there will be a cablegram from you. I need hardly say that
Mr. Ally is in thorough agreement with this view. We are both getting
on very nicely.

You will be pleased to learn that Mr. Scott, your father’s friend,
played an important part in bringing about the meeting of the Members
of the House of Commons and that your father devoted the best part
of last Monday to seeing Mr. Scott and others for this meeting. His
assistance to me has been very valuable in more ways than one. Your
mother has promised to try earth bandages for her neuralgia. I tried
to dig up some clean earth from your yard but it was not to be had.
Your father was to procure some from elsewhere. I shall know more
next Sunday as I am to pass almost the whole of Sunday afternoon with
your people: having, however, found out Mrs. [Freeth’s address,]*
I shall have to take away 2 hours from them.

I am not sending any article this time; I may write something if the
spirit moves me. My outside activity has been so great that there has not
been much time left for contemplation: anything, therefore, that I should

1 Held on November 7. Vide p. 105.

2 Not available

3 The repetition of this sentence is due perhaps to an oversight.

4 The words here are overtyped and illegible. Vide letter to J. W. Macintyre,
(p. 142) who was asked to send her address.
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give you would be purely superficial. You may, however, give an article
on the papers regarding the activity of the Deputation which I am sending.
Mr. Mukerji will send you some cuttings and you may deal with the
Representation by Godfrey and others, as also the House of Commons
meeting and the Deputation. As I am dictating this, I now fancy that
I may give you a leader! on Lord Elgin’s reply to clear away some of the
points.

You should not take anything from this letter about the Deputation
to work up an article because the proceedings of the deputation are
supposed to be [private]?2. The cablegram sent to Lord Elgin must be
shocking!!! I suppose it is Dr. Godfrey. We have asked Lord Elgin to
give us the text of the cablegram and the name of the sender. We may

then give an explanation.
Yours sincerely,

[Enclosure]

H. S. L. Porak, Esq.
Box 6522
JOHANNESBURG

SouTH AFRICA

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4530

145. LETTER TO j. KITCHIN

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 9, 1906
DEAR MR. KITCHIN,

I have purposely delayed replying to your kind note as my move-
ments were so uncertain.

I shall have much pleasure in dining with you on Wednesday next,
and I shall take the train at Charing Cross at 6.45 p.m.

If it is not inconvenient to you, we might meet at the station about
that time. I have not looked at a guide but I take it that it is the main

station from which I get my ticket.
Yours truly,

Josepr KiTcHIN, Esg.
“INGLENOOK ”’
BrackLEY RoaD
BECKENHAM

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4532

I This, it would appear, was not sent.

2 The original has the word ‘“‘secret” which is scored out. Gandhiji apparently
intended to replace it by ‘‘private”—which is how he describes the deputation
proceedings elsewhere.



146. LETTER TO SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN

[HoTer CEecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 9, 1906
DEAR SIR,

Both Mr. Ally and I are obliged for the tickets for the complimentary
breakfast to be given to Mr. Naoroji on Tuesday, the 20th instant at
9.30 a.m.

Both Mr. Ally and I will consider it an honour to be present at the
banquet.
I remain,

Yours faithfully,
SiR W. WEDDERBURN, BART.

84, Parace CHAMBERS
WESTMINSTER

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4533

147. LETTER TO DR. J. OLDFIELD

HoteL Cekcit,
Lonpon,
November 9, 1906
MY DEAR OLDFIELD,

Mr. Simmonds attended yesterday to take down the article! you
were to have dictated. I suppose that you were unavoidably detained.

I had hoped to be able to undergo the operation tomorrow and
to pass with you from Saturday to Monday. I see, however, that I must
not do so for the present, things having taken a turn for the better as
also for the worse.

I must keep myself busy in connection with the Deputation work.
I find that I cannot possibly leave next week. I may, therefore, be ready
for treatment Saturday week.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Josiar OLDFIELD
Lapy MAarGARET HosprTaL
BrOMLEY

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4534

1 Dr. Oldfield wrote two articles on “Indian Parents’ Duty” for Indian Opinion,
which were published on January 5 and January 12, 1907.



148. DEPUTATION NOTES -1

Hoter CeciL,
LonpoN,
November 9, 19061

INTERVIEW WITH LOrRD ELGIN

Though in order of time, the interview with Lord Elgin comes last,
I shall deal with it first as it is very important. We were accompanied
by Sir Lepel Griffin, Lord Stanley of Alderley, Sir Muncherji Bhownag-
gree, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, Mr. Syed Ameer Ali, Mr. Harold Cox, Sir
Henry Cotton, Sir George Birdwood, Mr. J. D. Rees, Mr. Thornton and
Mr. F. H. Brown?. The deputation included members from all the parties.?
It is said that such a [strong] deputation has never before waited on
Lord Elgin. We all presented ourselves before Lord Elgin at 3 p.m. on
Thursday*.

Sir Lepel Griffin made a spirited speech and appealed to Lord Elgin
to reject the Ordinance. He said that the Ordinance was derogatory to
Anglo-Indians®. One who read the Ordinance would think that those
who ruled over such people® must be a worthless lot. The Indians and the
British both originated in Central Asia. The Indians were very industrious,
intelligent and honest. Those who had seen India would never tolerate
the refuse of Europe collected in the Transvaal tyrannizing over the
Indians there.

Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Ally spoke after Sir Lepel. Mr. Ally’s voice
choked with emotion as he spoke.

Then Sir Henry Cotton made a powerful speech. Quoting Lord
Lansdowne, he said that the Members of the House of Commons also
wanted that justice be done. While Kruger used the whip, the British
Government were scourging us with scorpion stings.

1 The last paragraph of this item would suggest that this was completed on
or after November 10, 1906; vide ‘‘Letter to O. H. A. Johari”, p. 142-3.

2F. H. Brown was not in the list, circulated by Gandhiji, of members who
were to wait in deputation on Lord Elgin; vide p. 113.

3 The Conservative Party was not represented in the deputation although,
according to Sir Henry Cotton the Transvaal Indian Deputation had the ‘“‘complete
sympathy” of individual Conservative Members; vide p. 121.

4 November 8, 1906

5 The British in India were also referred to as Anglo-Indians.

6 The reference is to the people to whom the Ordinance applied, namely, the
British Indians.
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Sir Muncherji wanted to know what had happened to the com-
mission which Mr. Lyttelton had promised him. If Lord Elgin could
do nothing more, the commission at any rate should be appointed.
Mr. Ameer Ali said that he had recently returned from India and that
the whole country was unhappy over the sufferings of Indians in South
Africa.

Mr. Dadabhai said that the British Government would stand
disgraced if the oppression of Indians continued.

Mr. Rees said that this question was an all-party one.

Mr. Cox said that, as an Englishman, he felt ashamed of the
disabilities Indians in the Transvaal had to suffer.

In reply, Lord Elgin said that his own sympathy was bound to be
with the Indians. He had always wished well of the Indian people.
The officials of the Transvaal Government had stated that the Ordinance
was not oppressive. It was true in a sense that the remission of the
£3 tax afforded, as Mr. Gandhi had pointed out, no relief in fact.
However, it was something of a gain that the legal stigma of the £3
tax had been removed. There did not seem to be much objection to
the giving of thumb-impressions. It was unlikely that the police would
look into the passes every day and harass the people. However, there
was no need to emphasize all these matters. Sir Lepel had said that
the British whites there were not very hostile to Indians. But there
were cablegrams from Krugersdorp and other places which expressed
the hope that the Ordinance would receive Royal assent. While he
would not say anything about Mr. Gandhi or Mr. Ally, he might tell
them that he had received cablegrams from some Indians expressing
contrary opinions. He added that all that was by way of information
only. He did not regard the demand for a commission as unreasonable.
The matter deserved consideration, and he would reply after giving it
sufficient thought.

Seeking permission to speak for a minute, Mr. Gandhi said
that Lord Elgin’s information was not correct and that, if His Lordship
gave them another appointment, the two Delegates would be able to
prove this. Whether or not a second meeting materializes, all this clearly
shows that the appointment of a commission is absolutely necessary
and that such complicated matters can be settled only through a com-
mission.

It is hoped that, as a result of this Deputation, a commission will
be appointed.

MeMmBERS oF House or CoMMONS

As we thought it would be very appropriate and helpful if the
Members of the House of Commons met and passed a resolution
expressing sympathy, we called upon some Members and had a
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discussion with them. In this matter we sought the help of Mr. Sootiel, a
Member of Parliament who is a friend of Mr. Polak’s father, and the
meeting at last took place on Wednesday night. Some half-a-dozen
Members jointly issued a circular and invitations. Messrs Gandhi
and Ally spoke and then the meeting passed a resolution requesting Lord
Elgin to accede to the demand of the Indian Deputation. Many
people think that the large meeting of Members of the House of
Commons was the first of its kind in recent times. This shows that
our cause is being widely discussed.

MEETING WITH AMEER ALI

Both the members of the Deputation had a private interview with
Mr. Ameer Ali, during which he expressed much sympathy for our
cause and also promised to write on it, if possible, for prominent
papers here.

INnTERVIEW wiTH LOrRD HAMILTON

Lord George Hamilton heard us patiently for half an hour. It will
be recalled that he was at one time the Secretary of State for India.
He has agreed to go into the question fully and do his best.

This matter is often discussed in South Africa and other papers.
South Africa also published an interview? with Mr. Gandhi on Mr. Tat-
ham’s Bill. The correspondent has given a correct report of the inter-
view.

A copy of the petition submitted to Lord Elgin has been sent to
every Member of Parliament with a courteous covering letter.

A letter® seeking an interview with Mr. Morley has been despatch-
ed today. It will probably materialize next week. The Deputation
has still so much work to do that it will be very difficult for it to leave
on November 24.

SouTH AFRICAN STUDENTS IN ENGLAND

A petition has been specially sent to Lord Elgin by these students.*
In it they have asked to know what their own plight would be
under the new law; but the petition covers the question of the rights of
all the others as well. If Lord Elgin should say that separate laws would
be made for those who had gone to England, he would be insulting the
others; if, on the other hand, he should say that they would not get
the rights, it would be gross injustice.

I There is an error in the Gujarati original. It was Scott who helped Gandhiji
to arrange the meeting at the House of Commons; vide ‘“Letter to H.S. L. Polak”,
p- 134.

2 Vide ““Interview to South Africa”, pp. 60-2.

3 Vide ““Letter to Private Secretary to Morley”, pp. 132-3.

4 Vide ‘Representation to Lord Elgin”, pp. 78-80.
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NATAL QUESTION

The Deputation is not concerned with Natal affairs. However,
since Mr. Tatham’s Bill has been published and a cablegram about it
has been received here, Mr. Gandhi has asked for a private interview
with Lord Elgin.! He has not yet given a definite reply, but has
written saying that he will do so next week.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 8-12-1906

149. LETTER TO S. M. MANGA

[Hoter Ckcir,
Lonpon,]
November 10, 1906

DEAR MR. MUNGA,

I have your note. I addressed one? to you yesterday, not know-
ing what your movements were.

Mr. Ally and I will be glad to dine with you next Saturday if it
is convenient to you. Please let me know the time.

You have not told me how you are getting on, how you like the
place, what the people are like and what they charge you, etc. We
should like to have all information about the place. Please write to
me fully. There is no excuse for you to give me only scrappy infor-
mation.

Yours sincerely,
S. M. Munca, Esg.
St. EDMUND’s
BROADSTAIRS

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4540

150. LETTER TO SIR HENRY COTTON

[Hoter Ckcit,
Lonpon,]
November 10, 1906

DEAR SIR HENRY,
You may have seen The Times’ report of the interview. In my

opinion whoever gave the information, it was a shameful thing. Sir Lepel
was very much annoyed about it, when I saw him yesterday.

1 Vide “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, pp. 71-2 and pp. 103-4.
2 Not available
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Three reporters came to me on Thursday evening, and I replied
that I could not possibly give them any information, as Lord Elgin
wanted the interview to be treated as strictly private.

Mr. Adam of Reuter’s Agency has just come over to enquire whe-
ther any [member] of the deputation could have supplied The Times
with the report. I have assured him that such a thing is not possible.

Sir Lepel is of opinion that the information must have been
given by someone in the Colonial Office. Lord Elgin’s speech has been
given practically word for word.

Mr. Adam suggests, and I entirely agree, that there should be a
question! in the House enquiring why it was that The Times was so
favoured.

Believe me,

Yours truly,
Sir Henry Corton, M.P.

45, St. Joun’s Woop Park, N.W.
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4536

151. LETTER TO A. H. WEST

HoteL CEecit,
Lonpon,
November 10, 1906
DEAR MR. WEST,

I must still keep you without a long letter and I fear I shall have
to do so during the short time I remain here. It seems impossible for
me to leave next week; not that I ever thought that there was much
chance. I shall probably leave here on the 24th November.

I send you a copy of my letter? to Mr. Polak.

I am going to see Miss Pywell tomorrow unless she countermands
my letter posted yesterday.

I hope that Mrs. West is getting on nicely, that she is comfortable,

and that Mrs. Gandhi received her well.
Yours sincerely,
[Enclosure]

A. H. Wsest, Esq.
Indian Opinion
Pr@ENIX

NaTaL

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4537

1 On December 3, 1906, Swift McNeill asked this question of the Under-
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Supplementary questions were asked by Sir Henry
Cotton and Sir Edward Carson. Harold Cox asked a supplementary regarding a
similar leakage concerning the deputation to the India Office.

2 Vide pp. 133-5.



152. LETTER TO J. W. MACINTYRE

[Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,]
November 10, 1906

DEAR MR. MCINTYRE,

You promised to send me Mrs. Freeth’s address but you have not
done so. Fortunately I have now got it. I have received the papers
regarding Mr. Macdonald. I have written to the London solicitors
about it.

I need not say anything further as you will see my letter! to
Mr. Polak.

Yours sincerely,

J. W. MaciNTYRE, EsQ.
Box 6522
JOHANNESBURG

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4538

153. LETTER TO O. H. A. JOHARI

H[oter] C[EciL,]
L{onpoN,]
November 10, 1906

MY DEAR OMAR,

I have not the time to write to you in Gujarati. I am dictating this
at 9.45 p.m. I have done all I could for the Natal question; I have
sought an interview with Lord Elgin. I received a reply on Wednesday
saying that I should put down in writing what I had to state: I sent a
reply the same day, stating shortly my contention and asking for a pri-
vate and informal interview.?2 I have heard again today to the effect
that a reply will be sent to me next week. I send you also a copy of
South Africa containing an account of the interview with him. Beyond
this I cannot go at present; I am too busy giving my attention to the
Transvaal. I have, however, sent a cablegram suggesting a perma-
nent committee here as I see that a great deal of work could be done

1 Vide pp. 133-5.
2 Vide “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, pp. 103-4; also enclosure
to “Letter to Private Secretary to Lord Elgin”, pp. 253-4.
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with such a committee which should be not a Transvaal Committee
but a South African Committee. I think that with careful manage-
ment it could become a most efficient body.

I sent another cablegram! yesterday asking for immediate autho-
rity as the committee must be formed while Mr. Ally and I are here.
I hope I shall receive some reply tomorrow.

Yours sincerely,
[Enclosure]

Omar H. A. Jomari, EsQ.?
Box 441

WEST STREET

DurBaN

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4539

154. LETTER TO A. QADIR

[HoterL Ckcrit,
Lonpon,]
November 10, 1906
DEAR MR. QADIR,

Many thanks for your note. I am satisfied with the result of the
interview with Lord Elgin, not because I am assured of success, but
because of the necessary work done. However, Lord Elgin, instead of
giving a blank, negative reply, has promised to consider the proposal
about the commission. There is therefore some hope yet left.

I shall ask my manager to send you a copy of Indian Opinion regu-
larly so long as you are in London. When you return you can advise
the manager of the change of address and copies will be posted there.

I thank you for offering to send your monthly magazine to Pheenix.
Mr. Ally also wishes me to thank you for the copy sent to him.

The papers you read before the East India Association I had seen
while I was at Johannesburg; I dealt with it [sic] in the Gujarati
columns of the paper.3

I send you herewith two copies of each of the Representations.

Yours sincerely,
[Enclosure]
ABpuL QADIR, Esq.*
69, SHEPHERD’S BusH Roap

From the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4542

1 Not available

2 Spelt also as Jhaveri

3 Vide ““Jivan Hind”, Indian Opinion, 31-3-1906.
4 Editor of Lahore Observer and Urdu



155. LETTER T0 W. J. WEST

[HoteL Cecit,
Lonpon,]
November 10, 1906

DEAR MR. WEST,

Please send a copy of Indian Opinion to Abdul Qadir, Esq., c/o
Thomas Cook & Son, Ludgate Circus, London, as exchange copy for
a monthly magazine which he will send.

Mr. Qadir is a graduate of Punjab University and the proprietor
of the magazine Urdol. He may also become our honorary contri-
butor.

Yours sincerely,
W. J. WesT, EsQ.?
Pr@ENIx
Dursan

From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4541

156. LETTER TO MESSRS WOOLGAR & ROBERTS

[Hoter CecrL,
Lonpon,]
November 12, 1906
Messrs WooLGAR & ROBERTS
58, FLeeT STrEET, E.C.

GENTLEMEN,

Both Mr. Ally and I have received your letters referring to press
cuttings.

We will have those cuttings on the terms mentioned, viz.,
£1.1.0 for two hundred copies, if you can let us have the copies from
the 20th ultimo. They need not necessarily be regarding the British
Indian Association, Mr. Ally, or myself, but we will take copies gene-
rally regarding British Indians in South Africa.

Yours faithfully,
From the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4522

1 Urdu
2 There is an error in the initials for, apart from A.H. West, who managed
the English side of Indian Opinion, there was no one else of that name at Phcenix.



157. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY T0O LORD ELGIN

[Hoter Cekcit,
Lonpon,]
November 12, 1906
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
Tue RicaT HoN’BLE THE EARL oF ELcIN
His MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CovroniaL OFFICE
LonponN

SIR,

We have the honour to submit for His Lordship’s information a
cablegram received from the British Indian Association in Johannes-
burg, ‘“Have affidavit Godfrey obtained signatures blank paper false
pretence using name bias (code word for British Indian Association)
signature now withdrawn, cabling Lord Elgin, papers published full

3 1

report conference’’.

From this it would appear that the Johannesburg papers have
received a report of the proceedings of the Deputation and it is evi-
dently on the strength of the reference therein to cablegram received
by His Lordship from Indians in Johannesburg that the British Indian
Association has sent the cablegram to His Lordship.

We have the honour to remain,
Your obedient servants,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4547

1 Also quoted in ‘Letter to Sir Henry Cotton”, p. 151, but the
text varies slightly.

6-10



158. LETTER TO “THE TIMES™

Hoter Cecit,
Lonpon,
November 12, 1906
Tue Epitor
THE TIMES
Printine House Square, E.C.

SIR,

By your leading article in The Times of the 10th instant on the
British Indian question in the Colonies, you have lifted it from the plat-
form of parochialism to that of Imperialism. For the present, how-
ever, we will be thankful if you will allow us to deal with the Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance without touching the larger issue discussed
by you.

You say:

It does not seem likely or desirable that a measure, which appears to be

supported generally by the opinion of the people who are shortly to have
power to make their own laws, should be refused the assent of the Crown.

We venture to take exception to your opinion for the following
reasons:

1.  You admit that upon the merits of the particular controversy aroused
by the Ordinance there is “‘at present hardly evidence enough
to form judgment’.

2. The Ordinance does not affect the broad question of Asiatic Immig-
ration into the Transvaal, but it very materially alters to their
prejudice the status of British Indians resident in the Colony.

3. It is not ‘“‘a purely temporary measure’’; for, while it is true that
Mr. Duncan stated that it was introduced without prejudice to
further legislation, there was no question of the Ordinance itself
being ““a temporary measure’”. In its very nature it is not capable
of being temporary, because it is intended to carry out once and
for all, so it is said, registration of British Indians in the Transvaal,
and to compel them to carry passes, euphemistically called regis-
tration certificates.

4. Instead of preserving the status quo and relieving the Asiatic resi-
dents from ‘“‘certain manifest grievances’, it reduces their status and
removes not a single grievance.

I This letter was not published in The Times.
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5.  While the prejudice on the part of the general portion of the white
community is admitted, the manner of giving effect to it is purely
a creation of the Government and the Transvaal community is
certainly not privy to the framing of the Ordinance. Its plan is
undoubtedly drastic, but honest. If it had its own way, perhaps
that portion of it which represents anti-Asiatic agitation will pass
legislation involving deportation of Indian residents in the Colony.
Such, in effect, it will be remembered, was the resolution passed
by the so-called National Convention.

6. That the Transvaal is on the eve of getting Responsible Government
is an additional reason why, instead of the British Indian position
being prejudiced by the Ordinance in question, it should be so
commended to the incoming Government as to bear the Imperial
stamp; that is to say, the status of British Indians should be levelled
up to that enjoyed by British Indians at the Cape.

7. There is absolutely no proof! justifying a dangerous departure
from the traditions of Crown Colony Government in the shape of
invidious class distinctions.

8. Involving, as the question does, Imperial considerations of the
highest order, the Imperial Government should think twice before
sanctioning panic legislation which underlies the Ordinance.

The reasons we have above given for withholding the Royal sanc-
tion are also reasons showing why a commission should be appointed
to go into the question, and to place such evidence before the public
and the Government as is, on your own showing, at present lacking.
You, Sir, have rightly said that every Indian returning from the Trans-
vaal to India returns a missionary to sow discontent. We, who have
the privilege of representing the community, can state that we have given
only the most moderate expression to the sentiments of the thousands
who attended the mass meeting referred to by you. It is not possible
for us to describe in words the bitterness which animated that meeting
regarding the measure. The lower the status of the Indian, the greater
would be his hardship under the Ordinance. The well-to-do Indian
may by reason of his position be able to escape the grossest forms of
oppression which must inevitably flow from the Ordinance. Poor
people were, under the registration effected by Lord Milner’s advice,
dragged at four o’clock on a cold winter’s morning from their beds in
Johannesburg, Heidelberg and Potchefstroom, and marched to the
police station, or Asiatic Offices, as the case might be.? It is they who
under the Ordinance would be hustled by the Kaffir Police at every
turn, and not the better-class<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>