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PREFACE

This volume, which covers the first eight months of 1908, begins
and ends on a note of protest. Well before the Transvaal had become
self-governing and the Dutch Party came to power, Indians had with
awesome unanimity declared, in their mass meeting of September
1906, that they would never consent to remain pass-bearing helots
among the white Spartans. This is the volume of Gandhiji’s first
satyagraha, and its principal challenge for the reader is: why did the
compact so earnestly arrived at between the Government and the
Asiatic communities fail? The compromise aroused hopes without
fulfilling them and the volume dramatically ends with a bonfire of Asiatic
passes—a poignant gesture of peaceful defiance by an unenfranchised
community. Indians were far from becoming Lord Ampthill’s “partners
in the Empire”. Shocked as he was by what he called Smuts’ “breach
of the compromise’’, Gandhiji still speaks with a righteous and conciliatory
voice that is not afraid to hope. Until the last he is appealing “from
the new to the old Liberals”, from Elgin and Morley to Ampthill,
Chamberlain and Rhodes, from those who saw Liberalism as a pro-
cedure rather than a principle and were thus inhibited from altering
the course of Colonial events by an illusory regard for the freedom of
the self-governing colonies to others for whom Imperialism was still
a mission of raising subject races to the level of their rulers. In this
philosophy, Gandhiji still saw hope and a belief in the possibility
of human growth and improvement. Liberalism had been fouled by
a misreading of Bentham and by his ‘“‘greatest good of the greatest
number”’ which militated against racial minorities. In South Africa it
had resulted only in the sanctification of popular prejudice and in
mandatory democracy. Thus it fell to a believer to show not only—as
Mr. Pollock touchingly observed—what true Imperialism meant (p. 150),
but that Liberalism had lost its nerve.

On December 28, 1907, Gandhiji was sentenced to leave the Colony
within 48 hours, as he had refused to register under the hateful
Asiatic Registration Act. Like much else that happens in this volume,
there was nothing fortuitous about the punishment that the Govern-
ment chose for this “ring leader” of the Indians. Under the Immig-
rants’ Restriction Act for which temporizing Royal assent had been
skilfully obtained, Smuts had already armed himself with the
power of deportation which no British Government in the Trans-
vaal had ever possessed. Moreover, the Act could be used, in
conjunction with the Asiatic Act, to exclude educated Indians in



[vi]
whom Smuts saw the source of disaffection. Many of the apparent
contradictions in Smuts’ speech and action become resolved in the
view that he acted consistently on the belief that satyagraha was a
contrived campaign of agitation without basis in felt grievances. In
the last resort, deportation of the ring leaders was the decisive
solution to the Indian problem and, if the resident Indians could
be made to endorse this remedy, Smuts would have been glad to
“fob them off with trinkets”’. In fact, he declared at Richmond that
he had entered into the compact only to reduce the Asiatic popu-
lation in the Colony (p.505). Seen thus his intention acquires a
unity. Yet the issue of educated Asiatics did not come to a head
till June 22, 1908. The image of the Colonial Secretary that
emerges from these pages is that of a cautious person, determined
of purpose and misleadingly reticent. Cautious because he was yet new
to power and unsure of an Imperial Government which had fought
a war ostensibly in defence of British Indians’ rights; he knew the
hazards of politics in a plural society and had to pick his way
gingerly among many rival claims and interests. His reticence was that
of a mind made up which revealed itself only through action. And
for his determination of purpose, this volume is valuable testimony.

On January 10, Gandhiji, Thambi Naidoo and Leung Quinn were
sentenced to two months’ imprisonment for having disobeyed the earlier
order of the Court. And many vital spirits followed them there. In
jail, Gandhiji was reading Carlyle and Ruskin amidst the discomforts
of prison life and his political anxieties; he saw something of himself
in Socrates whose life had been a long satyagraha against a society
entrenched in error and prejudice. On January 21, Mr. Cartwright,
the “‘angel of peace’’, who had himself gone to prison earlier for the
sake of conscience, came to visit Gandhiji in jail and to discuss pro-
posals for a compromise. Cartwright belonged to that wing of the
Progressive Party which was disposed to take the responsibilities of
Imperialism seriously. And he brought a draft letter which had been
approved if not drafted by General Smuts.

Gandhiji’s changes in the draft letter (pp. 40-2) evidence an astute
and far-seeing intelligence that also made for accord. The compromise
letter had been so drawn up as “not to shock the whites” and oral
promises—such as the repeal of the Asiatic Registration Act — were
unrecorded. He sought in the main to secure the domiciliary rights of
Indians then outside the Transvaal: many of these were refugees
who had left the Colony during the Boer War and persons, both within
and without, holding £3 Dutch certificates as their title of residence.
He also asked for the exemption of children from voluntary registra-
tion and above all insisted that voluntary registrants should be
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exempt not only from the “penalties of the Act” but the Act itself.
If these changes were not acceded to, Gandhiji and his co-satyagrahis
were willing to continue in jail. For honour was “a state of mind that
does not countenance the loss of a right”” and so was satyagraha.

Gandhiji met Smuts on January 30 and again on February 3, and
made sure (1) that voluntary registration would not be validated
under the Asiatic Registration Act but by amendment of the Immig-
rants’ Restriction Act instead or by other acceptable means and
(2) that the Asiatic Registration Act would be repealed ‘“‘during the
next session”” of Parliament. This private promise was publicly con-
firmed by Smuts in his speech of February 6 at Richmond (pp.
504-5). In fact, Gandhiji drew up a notice at Chamney’s instance
in the Indian and Chinese languages, promising repeal of the Act “if
the Asiatic communities carried out their compact” (p. 437). This
was from his sick-bed in Doke’s house where he was convalescing
after an assault on him.

Voluntary registration, which Indians offered as a body for the
first time on September 11, 1906 and again on March 29, 1907,
would secure the legitimate objectives of the Government— the identi-
fication, in particular, of all Asiatics lawfully resident in the Colony.
This offer was in return for the repeal of the Asiatic Registration Act
which rested on an unproven charge that the bulk of Indians in the
Transvaal had entered the Colony by fraudulent means. It was thus
implicatory legislation and cast a slur on the community as a whole.
The Transvaal Government had held out against the Indians’ offer
for over a year; that it was eventually accepted shows the magnitude
of the Indian achievement which the compromise represented. But
Indians must not become overweening, for it was not their triumph
but a victory for truth. In their finest hour, therefore, Gandhiji
tirelessly enjoined humility on fellow-Indians and himself practised
it in order to save General Smuts embarrassment in the eyes of his
white electorate.

Writing on May 9, however, the happy healer allows himself a paean
of joy, confident that the clean wound he has made will soon mend:
... almost every Asiatic . . . has allowed himself to be identified afresh.
Of the eight thousand odd applications made, six thousand have already
been approved and passed. This is a creditable record on either side.. . .
It now remains for the Government.. . to repeal the Asiatic Act, and to
legalize voluntary registration in a manner acceptable. . .. The Colonial
principle [of restricting entry of new-comers] has been accepted by
the Indian community. There need, therefore, be no further cause
for friction.” (p. 222.) But General Smuts wanted more.



[viii]

The weeks wore on, and meanwhile the compromise remained an
unredeemed promise. The Indians and the Chinese had unilaterally
fulfilled their undertaking but they had neither the power nor the means
to make the Government do likewise. Whether or not Smuts wilfully
broke a promise rightly forms the subject-matter of Satyagraha in
South Africa. “He has wrecked,” Gandhiji says, “a whole compromise
to avoid the possible accession. .. of two thousand Asiatics. ...”” In fact,
Smuts went one better; he was prepared to let the 2,000 Asiatics
outside the Colony come in if only he could get the resident Indians to
barter away the rights of those whom they did not represent and colla-
borate with the Government in keeping out a handful of educated
Asiatics. He sought not merely, as he claimed, to limit and reduce the
Asiatic population of the Colony but to deprive it, as Gandhiji
argued, of the leadership necessary for its ‘“‘organic growth. On the
other hand, Gandhiji was importunate in his entreaties with the
Colonial Secretary and unremitting in his advice to his own country-
men. In either case he spoke in cadences of utter earnestness and,
indeed, to some his advice must have sounded harsh, touched as it
was with a self-denying ability to see the other point of view. “A
Dialogue on the Compromise” (pp. 76-86) is a model of political
persuasion and it was laughably absurd to have called this ‘“humble
interpreter’” an instigator. It was in the implementation of the
laconic compromise letter that Smuts’ reservations became progres-
sively manifest. The refugees who left the Colony before the Boer
War might come in; the five hundred with Dutch certificates might
stay on and the thousand without might come in too. Asiatics might
even have recourse to courts of law against Chamney’s decisions
on the domiciliary claims of voluntary registrants. But, on the ques-
tion of educated Asiatics, General Smuts was unrelenting. He would
not repeal the Asiatic Registration Act unless the Indians agreed to
his interpretation of the Immigrants’ Restriction Act and thereby
endorsed the complete exclusion, in future, of their educated country-
men from the Colony. The failure of the compromise was announced
on June 22. And Asiatics were now worse off than they were before
voluntary registration.

Meanwhile the spectre of the obnoxious law had been revived. On
May 12, the redoubtable Mr. Chamney declared that Asiatics enter-
ing the Colony after May 9 had to register under it. Smuts confirmed
on May 22 that the Act was to be retained on the Statute-book and,
on July 7, Mr. Chamney warned that Asiatic traders would have to
comply with the Act and affix their thumb-impressions on their
licence applications. And satyagraha was resumed. A technique of
jail-going was evolved by which every consenting member of the
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community would embark on a state of “self-imposed suffering” so
that their genuine needs could be tested and measured through such
suffering. Even the ‘‘blacklegs” were asked to contribute their mite
so that they could feel a healing sense of participation. Voluntary
registrants, who had trading licences issued to them up to December
31, 1908, refused to produce them on demand, and were arrested.
Others whose licences expired on June 30 refused to affix thumb-
impressions on their applications for renewal of the licences. Essop
Mia and other respectable Indians led the way by taking to un-
licensed hawking as a means of courting arrest. Yet others crossed
the border and refused identification while re-entering the Colony, in
order to defy the law. Finally, when the good offices of European
mediators had proved unavailing and the negotiations broke down,
Asiatics assembled at the mass meetings of August 16 and 23 to burn
their voluntary certificates and thus invalidate them. There was an
impressive unanimity about this act of corporate ‘‘dis-registering’’ which
showed conclusively that the campaign against the Asiatic Registration
Act was not “manufactured”’.

The rhetoric and logic of satyagraha are never allowed to exceed
its empirical mood. For instance the technique of jail-going was
designed as much to register a protest as to show up the anomalies
of the law against which satyagraha had all along been directed.
For instance there was to be a law for incoming Asiatics and another
for voluntary registrants. Again, the Government demanded thumb-
impressions from traders after having secured fuller identification. At
each stage of satpagraha then the emphasis was on argument rather
than on agitation.

Satyagraha is at once a burnished sword ‘“whetted with our hearts”
and a refulgent light which dazzles the enemy into submission to Truth
which “is superior to General Smuts...and me”. It chastens with-
out humbling. It is a communing state of goodness in which it
is given to one to feel purified by suffering for others. The sequel
to the assault admirably vivifies that state. There is a transparent
sincerity, which is altogether without affectation, about Gandhiji’s
message from his sick-bed in which he hastens to announce his forgive-
ness of his assailants. After all, he had all but anticipated “my re-
ward” (pp. 93-7). “If violence is to be used against anyone, let it be first
used against me.”” (p. 55.) Also, satyagraha calls for a transcendence of
fear which is the cause of much human depravity. The satyagrahi must
in his action achieve fidelity to what is ineffably felt in the centre of his
being. It becomes one’s duty and right to strive for equality for there
can be no love or friendship except among equals. When the higher
courage of satyagraha fails or is wholly wanting, and the compelling
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challenge of force or injustice has to be faced, one must prefer violence
to timidity. (p. 280.) “One must be prepared to die in order to be able to
live. And in order to win one’s rights, one must do one’s duty.” (p. 302.)
Truth, courage and satyagraha are thus all aspects of a total attitude.
Accordingly, the Asiatic Registration Act was ‘““‘contrary to my indepen-
dence...and my conscience’’. The gentle restraints which Gandhiji’s
humane morality prescribes must be understood therefore in relation to a
passionately held concept of duty. Approval is thus not wholly denied
to necessary military achievement. ‘“When Japan’s brave heroes
forced the Russians to bite the dust of the battle-field, the sun rose in
the East. And it now shines on all the nations of Asia. The people
of the East will never, never again submit to insult from the insolent
whites.” (p. 324.) But truth soon recalls him to moderation: “East and
West are no more than names.... There is no people to whom the moral
life is a special mission.” (p. 211.)



NOTE TO THE READER

The petitions and representations addressed to various authorities,
communications to the Press, and resolutions adopted at meetings,
which are included in this Volume, are attributed to Gandhiji on grounds
similar to those explained in the Preface to Volume I. Where there
are special reasons for the inclusion of particular items, these have
been set out in footnotes. Gandhiji’s unsigned writings in Indian Opinion
have been identified on the strength of his general testimony in his
autobiographical writings, the opinion of his associates, Chhaganlal
Gandhi and H. S. L. Polak, and other available evidence.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been made
to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical errors have
been corrected and words abbreviated in the text spelt out. Variant
spellings of names have, however, been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in small
type and printed with an indent. Reports of speeches and Court
proceedings in indirect speech and passages which are not by Gandhiji
have been set up in small type.

While translating from the Gujarati, efforts have been made to
achieve fidelity and also readability as English. While translating

Gandhiji’s Gujarati renderings, the English original, whenever available,
has been consulted.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is printed within
square brackets, giving reasons where necessary. The date given at
the end of an item alongside of the source is that of publication.

References to Volume I of this series are to the August,
1958 edition. References to An Autobiography or The Story of My
Experiments with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa cite only the Part
and Chapter in view of the varying pagination in different editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S. N. stands for documents available
in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; C. W. denotes letters
secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide extraneous material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by
the Volume are also provided at the end.
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1. TRIAL OF EX-SOLDIERS!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 3, 1908]

...two Indians, whose cases were postponed when Mr. Gandhi and the others were
dealt with first, were brought up and charged with contravening the Asiatic Registration
Ordinance by not being in possession of a certificate of registration....Something
like a thousand or 1,500 of Mr. Gandhi’s compatriots assembled in and around the
Court, and a subdued murmur of many voices, perfectly audible in Court, testified
to the interest taken in the proceedings.

...Nawab Khan2, an ex-soldier of the Indian Army, was charged.

...Mr. Gandhi did not ask any questions, and he put the accused in the witness-
box. He examined him as follows:

[canDHII:] You are a Jamadar?

[accusep:] Yes.

You came to the Transvaal at the time of the War?

Yes, during the War.

Attached to the transport corps?

Yes.

What expeditions have you served in?

Burmah, Chitral, Black Hill, Tirah Expedition (1897), and the Transvaal War.

And you were wounded three times?

Twice I was shot, and once I was cut over the eye.

Your father was attached to Lord Roberts’® staff when he went
to Kandahar?

Yes, he was Subadar Major.

Witness said he was in charge of the Native police on the C.S.A. Railways?.

The Magistrate said the evidence did not affect the position.

MR. GANDHI: You have refused to take out a registration certificate
under the new Act?

I These cases had been postponed on December 28, 1907, when Gandhiji and
some other Indians were tried. Vide Vol. VII, pp. 463-8.

2 For his petition to the High Commissioner, vide Vol. VII, pp. 385-6.

3 Frederick Sleigh Roberts of Kandahar, Pretoria and Waterford (1832-1914);
Field Marshal and Commander-in-Chief, India, 1885-93; C-in-C, South Africa,
1899-1900; Colonel-in-Chief, Overseas and Indian Forces in Europe, during World
War 1, 1914; author of Forty-one Years in India. During the Boer War, Gandhiji’s Natal
Indian Ambulance Corps carried his son’s body from the field; vide Autobiography, Part II1,
Ch.X. After the War, Roberts was in charge of the occupation forces in the Transvaal;
Gandhiji mentions his pro-Indian sympathies during this period; vide Vol. III, p. 365.
For message of congratulations on his relief of Kimberley, vide Vol. III, pp. 162-3.

4 Central South African Railways

8-1
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I will not take it out under the new Act.

Will you explain your reasons?

[accuseD:] Because it would ruin me altogether if I did so.

Mr. Jordan, in giving his decision, said the accused was not registered, and
he must register. Since the hearing of the last cases on the 28th he had been approached
by both Indians and Chinese, and they had informed him that this question of the
finger-prints had nothing at all to do with their religion, absolutely nothing....
Mr. Jordan added that the accused was a different class of man to the ordinary coolies,
the basketwallahs, and he ought to know better than to refuse to register; he ought
to register. Accused would have to leave the Colony within 14 days.

Accused, in reply to what the Magistrate had said as to his being a different
class to some of his compatriots, said in this matter they were all united. They would
leave the country and go to gaol together.

CaME wiTH LorRD ROBERTS

Sumandar Khan, a Pathan, an ex-soldier of the Indian Army, who had also
at least one wound to show, was next charged with the same offence.

.. .In reply to questions by Mr. Gandhi, Sumandar Khan said he came to this
Colony with Lord Roberts. He had previously served 30 years in the Indian Army.
He was present at the engagement at Paardekop and received a bullet wound in the
right thigh. He was orderly at the Asiatic Office at Pretoria.

[canpHI:] You don’t want to submit to this Act?

[accusep:] No.

Have you been frightened by anyone?

No, who will frighten me? If I am even hanged I won’t register.

You have just paid a visit to India?

Yes.

And have just returned?

Yes, about two weeks.

MR. JORDAN: Can you write?

[accusep:] No.

How did you get your pay in India?

I used to make a mark.

Did you not put your finger-print?

No.

This concluded the evidence.

Mr. Gandhi said the remarks that had fallen from the Bench came as somewhat
of a surprise to him. His Worship had stated that some Indians and Chinese had
approached him and stated they were afraid to register. Fortunately, or unfortunately,
the Court had before it two soldiers who were not likely to be frightened by anybody
at all, and in fact the last witness had said that he was not likely to be frightened.

MAGISTRATE: You know perfectly well, Mr. Gandhi, there is a great deal of
difference between the plain tribes and hill tribes; this man belongs to the hill tribes.

Mr. Gandhi said there was a very great difference, but there was no question of
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fright at all, and if there were any question of fright the arm of the law was long
enough and strong enough to protect the meanest subject in the country.

MR. JORDAN: I have no doubt it will be.

Mr. Gandhi said he did think it was futile to suggest that anyone had been
frightened into not taking out a registration certificate and, as one of the witnesses had
said, there was absolutely no question of thumb-impression or finger-prints. It was
a question that touched the vitals of the community. It was a question of compulsion
or a voluntary act.

Mr. Jordan said if Mr. Gandhi liked to hold a meeting outside, he could do so.

MR. GANDHI : The Bench has led the way or otherwise I would have
held my peace.

MR. JORDAN: I won’t allow any more. It has nothing to do with the case.

MR. GANDHI: I do not wish the public to leave the Court under the
impression that the whole of this fight is in connection with the thumb
and finger-impressions. The whole of the fight is a struggle for liberty.

Mr. Jordan said that both Indians and Chinese had come to him and alleged
they were intimidated and were frightened to go and register by a number of people
and that was the reason they have for not registering.

An order was made that the accused should leave the Colony within 14 days.

Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

2. RAM SUNDAR “PUNDIT”

Ram Sundar is no longer a “pundit”, and so we have had that
part of his name set up in smaller type. ‘“Pundit” was a title he himself
had assumed. But now that he has lost the qualities of one, he should
no longer be known by that name.

We apologize to our readers for earlier having showered praises
on Ram Sundar in this journal, for having used grand epithets to
describe him and held up his attitude to the law as an example.! We
are guiltless for we were misled; we were unaware of the facts. We have
a saying that no one can divine what lies in the heart of a man or in the
hollow of a drum. We could not peer into Ram Sundar’s heart. We
believed his professions and thought him brave. We will continue to
do so with others in future. That is the only way for man to live in
society. It will be to claim omniscience to suspect one who is apparently
sincere, or to shun his company. God alone knows the hearts of men.
We can only know people through their actions. We admired Ram
Sundar’s conduct, and it was our duty to hold it up before the people.
Now that the hypocrite has been unmasked, we have no hesitation in
exposing him to our readers. That is our way of atoning for an
unwitting error. As far as the community is concerned, Ram Sundar

1 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 363, 378 & 415-6.
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is dead as from today. He lives to no purpose. He has poisoned himself
by his own hand. Physical death is to be preferred to such social death.
He would have enjoyed undying fame if he had been killed in an accident
at Germiston before the critical moment when he entrained for Natal.
But fate decreed otherwise. Having meanly betrayed the people of
Germiston, his community, himself and his family, he has fled like a
coward in fear of imprisonment. Even now we pray to God to show
him the right path.

We have used bitter words, but in our heart there is compassion
for him. It would be cruel to hide his fault. There would have been
no need to publicize his faults if we had not extolled his virtues.

We still need to retain the image of Ram Sundar before our eyes.
With that image before us, we should pray constantly, ‘O Khuda-Ishwar,
save us from Ram Sundar’s fate. Do not give us only the semblance
of courage. Keep us on the right path till the end.” Whenever anyone
has unworthy thoughts, let the memory of Ram Sundar startle him into
self-contempt and let him turn to God in prayer. We frighten children
saying, “Look! Demon!”> We should think of Ram Sundar as a demon,
and guard ourselves against being possessed by it.

Indians have a long way to go yet. It has been given to us to witness
the farce by Ram Sundar early in the campaign. We ought to be grateful
to him for that.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-1-1908

3. THE DYE HAS SET!

In the Transvaal the campaign has now begun. So far the two
sides have only been storing up ammunition. The bugle has sounded,
calling Indians to wake up and mount a ceaseless vigil. This is a struggle
which the gods themselves may well come down to watch. For we
believe the Indian cause to be God’s own, and the Government’s that
of the Devil. Ramchandraji could defeat the ten-headed Ravan with
an army of monkeys because he had right on his side. The Indians
are in the right; we therefore pledge our word that they will defeat
the many-headed monster which the Government is, provided, of course,
they remain truthful, courageous and united.

Only cowards will take fright at the thought of what will happen
because the Imperial Government has approved the Immigration Act.
We had hoped, it is true, for support from the Imperial Government.

1 A literal rendering of the Gujarati expression which would here mean that
events are poised for a climax
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In fact, we may still do so. But our prayer is to God alone. Let us
see if He forsakes us. History provides no instance of God having ever
forsaken anyone; we need not then fear any such contingency.

Does it matter that the Immigration Bill has been passed? [The
penalty of] deportation has been added to [that of] imprisonment.
The two are first cousins. If one is prepared to stay in gaol for any
length of time, will one not be deported? In prison, one is confined
within four walls and feels like a caged lion. On deportation, the roaring
lion can fill the wilderness with his roars. It is not as if God dwelt only
in the Transvaal prisons. He is with us everywhere. Why, then, fear?
We have grown used to the idea of going to gaol. We have overcome
fear in that measure. When we become used to the idea of deportation,
we shall find it preferable [to imprisonment].

There are people who are afraid that the Government may even
recover the cost of deportation from those deported. This argument
betrays a lack of understanding. If we accept loss in money by going
to gaol, why not by deportation? We have accepted such loss as
inevitable. We cannot make the best of both worlds. Honour and
money, spiritual well-being and [the pleasures of] the body, happiness
and misery are the opposite of each other. The Indian community
is out to accomplish a formidable task; we hope therefore that the
question of money will not enter into its calculations.

The Indians of Johannesburg, Pretoria and Pietersburg were
arrested about the time when news of the Immigration Bill having
been passed came in. It was a happy augury. The persons who were
arrested had been hand-picked [earlier], most of them being fearless
individuals who put up a stiff fight against the law. We offer them
all our congratulations. We want them to remain unyielding till the
last, and keep in view the [admonitory] image of Ram Sundar!. Let
them face imprisonment. Let them face deportation. By the time this
appears in print, they will very likely have been enthroned in gaol
already.

Everything depends on a satisfactory answer to the question as
to what the others will do. General Smuts deserves to be congratulated
on the step that he has taken [of arresting the leaders]. We shall face
our real test now. Ifpeople at all set any store by their pledge, if their
honour is dear to them, there can be no greater misfortune for them
than submission to the new law. We should have nothing to do with
it whatever happens.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-1-1908

1 Vide the preceding item.



4. LETTER TO RECEIVER OF REVENUES!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 4, 1908]?
[F. C. Biccar, Esg.
THE RECEIVER OF REVENUES
JOHANNESBURG]

SIR,

My Association has seen the notice in the Gazette to the effect that
trading licences will not be issued to British Indians unless they can
produce registration certificates under the Asiatic Law Amendment
Act No. 2 of 1907, and undergo certain other formalities.

My Association understands, too, that several British Indians have
applied for licences and formally tendered the licence fee, but that
their licences have not been granted, because of the above notice.

On behalf of my Association, therefore, I beg formally to inform
you that, as the large majority of British Indians have for conscientious
reasons declined to submit to the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, and as
it is not possible for Indian traders or hawkers to earn their living
otherwise than as traders or hawkers, they are reluctantly compelled to
continue their trade without proper licences. I may further add that,
should the notice regarding licences be withdrawn, and should you
be pleased to grant licences, on a notification from you, the licence
fee will be immediately paid and licences taken out by British Indian
traders and hawkers.

I have etc.,
[Essop Mia
CHAIRMAN,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION]

The Star, 6-1-1908
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

1 This was very likely drafted by Gandhiji.

2 The date of this letter is mentioned in the reply sent by the Receiver of Revenues,
who said: “In reply I beg to point out to you that Indian traders who are disposed
to contravene the law in the manner indicated render themselves liable to the provisions
of the Revenue Licence Ordinance, 1905, which imposes heavy penalties on any persons
carrying on any trade or business without being in possession of a licence, irrespective of
whether the persons are offenders against the requirements of any other statute or not.

“The Press notice on the subject of renewal of licences, 1908, is not of a statutory
character, but merely an advisory notice inserted in the papers for the information



5. REPLY TO “THE STAR”

[JOHANNESBURG]

[Tue Eprror
THE STAR
JOHANNESBURG]
SIR,

In your survey of the Asiatic question you say:

It is the possible effect on the native races, who live under differential legislation

themselves which makes it impossible in our opinion for the Government to

yield to agitation without loss of prestige now that things have gone as far as
they have.

May one infer from this that ‘“if things had not gone as far as
they have’ the Asiatic case would, in your opinion, be strong enough
to require reconsideration? However, whether the inference is justified
or not, with your permission, I would merely deal with the religious
aspect of the question.

I beg to remind you that the matter wore a religious aspect at the
first mass meeting!, at the old Empire Theatre, in the September of
1906, when the now famous solemn covenant not to submit to the Asiatic
Act was, after due deliberation, made by British Indians. The dis-
qualification against Turkish Mahomedans on the ground of religion
was then present in the Bill and has always been pointed out as a ground
of complaint.?2 In my humble opinion, the solemn obligation by itself
constitutes sufficient religious objection against the Act. And a State
that overbears such an objection on the part of its inhabitants fails to
fulfil its primary duty to respect conscientious scruples.

I shall now endeavour to place before the public the general
religious objection. A and B are resident in the same state. B is charged
with having committed a fraud. Although both A and B have demanded
a public inquiry into the charges, the fraud has never been proved;
yet A and his children over the age of eight years, in common with B,
are called upon to submit to a punitive measure on account of B’s
alleged fraud. If A accept that measure, and, for that matter even

and guidance of the business community. Its publication or withdrawal has no force
or effect on the question at issue.

“T need scarcely reiterate what is now so well understood, namely, that my action
in refusing to issue licences to Asiatic traders without production of their certificates
of registration is governed by the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, 1907, Section 13.”

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 419-23.

2 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 183 & 212.
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B, either does violence to his religion, because he surrenders his manhood
and his conscience through fear of personal inconvenience or loss. The
position of A and B is that of every Asiatic in the Colony. This would
be the essential religious objection, even if there were no binding oath
and no discrimination against a particular religion.

If it be true that Asiatic feeling has been intensely roused, a con-
cession to that feeling instead of producing an injurious effect on the
Native mind, would produce a reassuring effect, in that, if the sentiments
of one unrepresented class are respected, those of another such class
also, it will be argued, are likely to be respected. Prestige is a high horse
which, under conceivable circumstances, may bring down the rider,
if he do not take care.

I am etc.,
M. K. GanDHI
The Star, 4-1-1908
6. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR™
[ JOHANNESBURG,

Fanuary 6, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi, interviewed by a Star representative this morning on the situation
in general and on the statement made by the Colonial Secretary at Pretoria in particular,
said :2
Probably General Smuts has no notion of how difficult it made the
position of Indians like myself who want to serve both the local Govern-
ment and the Indian community, when he talks of all Asiatics as coolies.
Instead of trying to bridge the gulf, by such language he is only
widening it.

Law 3 or 1885 AND PEACE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

General Smuts has evidently mixed up Law No. 3 of 1885 with
the Peace Preservation Ordinance. Law 3 of 1885 never stopped the
immigration of Asiatics; it merely penalized Indian traders to the extent
of £3. If I may go into history a bit, originally this tax upon Indian
traders was to be prohibitive, that is to say, £25. Lord Derby protested
against it, and it was reduced to £ 3 in the amending law. This showed
that the late Mr. Kruger’s Government never aimed at prohibition
of Asiatic immigration. As a matter of fact, I well remember the late
President having told an Indian traders’ deputation that he did not
mind Indians coming into the country so long as they helped his farmers

1 This and the following item are both reports of the same interview.
2 Vide “‘General Smuts’ Speech”, pp. 20-1.
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to sell their produce; and he did not want Indians to remain in the
country on a basis of equality.

FirsTt ATTEMPT AT RESTRICTION

The restriction of immigration was only thought of after the British
Government was established and the Peace Preservation Ordinance,
which was designed only to cope with disloyal people and criminals,
was adroitly and effectively used to restrict Indian immigration. It
is necessary to bear this distinction in mind because the Asiatic Regis-
tration Act is improperly called an amendment of Law 3 of 1885. It
inaugurates a new policy altogether so far as British Colonies are con-
cerned and particularly the Transvaal. Before the introduction of
the Registration Act there was no question of identification at all except
in the Peace Preservation Ordinance. If the identification under the
Peace Preservation Ordinance was incomplete a more complete system
could have been devised without any new legislation at all as was done
by Captain Hamilton Fowle!, but when there was talk of having a more
systematic identification a suggestion was made that the Peace Preserva-
tion Ordinance should be amended, and a draft Bill was actually sent
by Mr. Duncan? to Lord Elgin. That Bill appears in the last Asiatic
Blue book. To that no one took any exception at all.

INcEPTION OF REGISTRATION AcCT
Subsequently it appears Mr. Lionel Curtis® came on the scene,
and he rejected the amendment of the Peace Preservation Ordinance,
and drafted the present Registration Bill, which deals with the Asiatics
as such, and treats them as a class apart. It is this which has so irritated
the Indian community. It is perfectly true that there has been some
class legislation before, but never of such a drastic type.

ALLEGED INFLUX OF ASIATICS
As regards the influx of British Indians we have always denied
it so far as any organized illegal influx is concerned. A little knowledge
of the working of the Asiatic Offices ought to show that the forging of
permits, after the permits adopted by Captain Fowle came into operation,

1 Permit Officer

2 Patrick Duncan, former Colonial Secretary in the Transvaal Government;
member of the Legislative Council

3 Town Clerk of Johannesburg, 1902-3; Assistant Colonial Secretary for Urban
Affairs in the Transvaal, 1903-6 and later nominated member of new Transvaal Legis-
lative Council; a pioneer of the Closer Union Movement; had a passion for ‘‘scientific
method” and ‘‘is now known to fame as the missionary for diarchy in India”; wvide
Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. X; ‘“‘sole author” of Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance,
designed because equality, according to him, was impossible as between whites and
Indians; vide Vol. VI, p. 469. The Progressive Weekly described him as “‘one of the rising
hopes of the stern and unbending Progressives”.
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was well nigh impossible. What actually happened was that sometimes
wrong men received permits, because they successfully bribed the Asiatic
officers in Johannesburg. It was after the British Indian Association
had repeatedly brought this corruption to the notice of Sir Arthur Lawley!
that these officers were removed. When I speak of wrong men I do
not mean men who were not entitled to permits, but men who had
not the prior right. I know several old refugees who were obliged to
make these payments before they could get their permits. All the same
such documents were bona-fide documents and held by the persons described
in them. It was the touts of these officers who handled the enormous
sums of money.

A DEeNIAL

I do deny that “thousands of Indians’® who had no right to enter
the country have so entered.

The interviewer drew Mr. Gandhi’s attention to Mr. Smuts’ statement that
5,000 Indians had gone out of the country rather than register, and the latter replied
that the majority of these had every right to remain—their right could not be ques-
tioned—but they were not strong enough to face the trouble.

The prosecutions, numbering 1,500 during a period of five years,
go to show that the Indian contention is correct, namely, that whenever
an attempt has been made the Peace Preservation Ordinance has been
sufficient to cope with it. It should also be remembered that most
of these prosecutions were at the border in connection with men who
were trying to enter but failed. It may be as well to mention that 563
convictions took place between November 15, 1902, and February
28, 1903. It should be within the recollection of the public that imme-
diately after peace was declared, although there was a Peace Preservation
Ordinance, people came in freely. So did Indians and they were not
molested at all. When a large number of refugees began to pour in
instructions were sent that no Indians should be allowed to enter without
permits. This accounts for the prosecutions during that period. It
is quite apparent therefore that there was no fraud but mere ignorance
on the part of poor Indians. In any case the number of Indians resident
before the war was 15,000. Thirteen thousand permits have been issued
under the Peace Preservation Ordinance to British Indians, so we have
not reached the number who were in the country before the war.

THE FINGER-PRINTS

Asked had he any further remarks to make on the finger-print, Mr. Gandhi said:
General Smuts has been less than unfair in his allusion to the system.
He knew that the finger-prints had never been an essential objection.
All digit-impressions will undoubtedly form a bone of contention, because,

1 Sometime Lieut-Governor of the Transvaal
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according to Henry’s book, on which General Smuts has relied, digit-
impressions are required only from criminals who continually hid[e] their
identity, and, therefore, necessitate classification. As is clearly shown
in the book, thumb-impressions are quite enough to identify. An Indian,
if he dared to hide his identity, would immediately be a prohibited
immigrant, because his name will not appear in the immigrants’ list.
It is to the advantage of the immigrant to afford every facility to show
that he is the proper person.

TrE CHIEF OBJECTIONS

The chief objections to the Act are that it is based on an unproved
charge. It is an attempt to have class legislation of a degrading type,
and the Indian community have rightly or wrongly, after the utmost
deliberation, bound themselves by a solemn oath! not to submit to it.
All these things clearly show that there is a complete misunderstanding
between the Government and the community affected by the Registration
Act. We deny the charges made against us. We have often humbly
approached the Government for a judicial inquiry.?2 Surely even now
it is not too late to prove the charges if they are capable of being sub-
stantiated. Why, for instance, should not a Judge of the High Court
or the Chief Magistrate of Johannesburg be appointed to take evidence
on the following points: (1) Has there been a surreptitious entry on
an organized scale? (2) Is the Peace Preservation Ordinance sufficient
to meet any attempt at fraud ? (3) Are ten finger-prints required for
complete identification? (4) Is it not possible to have a complete
identification by slightly amending the Immigration Restriction Act?

With regard to the fourth point, he pointed out that they could not have the
Peace Preservation Ordinance permanently on the Statute-book, but the Immigration
Restriction Act could be easily amended so as to enable the Government to issue
certificates of domicile to all Asiatics, who would otherwise be prohibited immigrants.
Such an amendment would avoid the sting of compulsion and unnecessary class legislation
and would certainly be considered protective legislation.

INTIMIDATION

Continuing, Mr. Gandhi said:
With regard to intimidation, I can only say that there has been no
physical violence whatsoever; ostracism and boycotting, yes! But so
long as the Indians remain passive resisters I see no escape from such a
course. I speak from personal experience when I state that even Indians
who have registered have done so because they have not been able to
rise superior to their desire to remain in the Colony at any cost, and

1 The reference is to Resolution IV passed at mass meeting of September, 1906;
vide Vol. V, p. 423.
2 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 1, 3, 5, 53-4, 120, etc.
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it is not because they like the Act that they have registered. One of the
first registrants has written a long letter to Indian Opinion regretting
that he had to register, and encouraging the community in general
to go on with the struggle, and wishing it success. I hold several of
such letters privately written by those who have already registered, and
in boycotting have we not taken a leaf out of the Boer book? I do not
think we have gone so far as the Boers did in connection with the National
Scouts.

GENERAL SMUTS’ STATEMENT

Mr. Gandhi further said:
With regard to the leaders having deceived the community, I regret
that General Smuts has made such a statement. I can say without
fear of contradiction that the law has been [ac]curately and widely
distributed among the people. That translation by itself has proved
a most powerful argument. Every attempt has been made to place
before the British Indians what the leaders have considered a true
statement regarding the law. If by urging the people to rely on Imperial
protection, we have misled, I plead guilty; but I fear that I shall always
ask my countrymen to rely on that protection until Lord Elgin proves
by actual action that when our handful of British Indians cry for
protection against an indignity made in the name of the King and
Emperor they are to be thrown overboard without a finger being lifted
in order to save them. It may be superstition, but I propose to cherish
it. My idea—and even in bringing this statement before my countrymen
I have always coupled it with another—is that our ultimate reliance
should be on God. It may be that I have misread my countrymen. I
certainly welcome the prosecution against some of the leaders of the
movement. It will show General Smuts, the public, and even myself
whether the opposition to the law is general or whether it is continued
only through the influence of two or three Indians. The Indians do not
want victory for the sake of it. No matter what may be said against
them, they simply call themselves a law-abiding people. All they want
is that their solemn covenant should be respected. They want to help
the Government, and they would still humbly approach the Government,
if only the Government would have more regard for their sentiments.

The Star, 6-1-1908



7. INTERVIEW TO “THE TRANSVAAL LEADER”

[JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 6, 1908]

A representative of The Leader waited upon Mr. Gandhi yesterday and sought
from him an expression of opinion upon General Smuts’ speech at Mayville on Saturday
last!.

Mr. Gandhi in expressing his willingness to discuss the matter, said:

I wish to make it clear that Indians have no desire to oppose General
Smuts or any Colonist, or to place any obstacles in the way of
an honourable compromise. The Indians recognize that the only
condition on which they can remain in the country is to work smoothly
and amicably, and to understand their limitations also. They have
always, I venture to think, worked on that basis, and, no matter what
may be now said to the contrary, they still remain law-abiding residents
of the Transvaal.

[inTERVIEWER:] How does that agree with their present attitude of ‘passive
resistance’ ?

[canpHIjI:] Passive resistance is merely a respectable protest against
what they, rightly or wrongly, consider to be a degradation and an
offence to religious feeling. The whole speech of General Smuts
unfortunately shows that there is absolutely no desire on his part to
consult or to reconcile Indian sentiment. I say without hesitation that
he has not mastered his facts. For instance, he talks of the oft-denied
influx of Asiatics into the country on an organized scale. Speaking
for British Indians, I deny it in toto. This does not mean that some
Indians have not surreptitiously entered this country, but all these can
be effectively dealt with, even today, under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance. Those who remain in the country without permits, or with

! January 4, 1908. General Smuts had made the following points among others:
(1) Mr. Gandhi had argued that the Asiatic Act was class legislation ‘“‘but the whole
subject had been dealt with as class legislation since 1885, and the Indians had submitted
to it”; (2) ‘“‘the law had not been passed for chasing the Asiatics out of the country
who had been there for 10, 15 or 20 years” but ‘“‘to recognize all Asiatics who were
in the country before the war” and to ‘“‘stop further immigration”; (3) “no parliament
in the country was capable of repealing the Act”; (4) they had the British Government
with them and he saw no reason why it should not continue to assist the Transvaal;
(5) if the Indians did not submit to the law they must take the consequences. They
could be refused licences, placed in prison (about 9,500 of them) which would not be
very effectual, or put over the border. The Indians had been misled by their leaders
and the Government had arrested these. If they came forward not as individuals but
as a whole to be registered then the opportunity would be given them. However, he was
not expressing the opinion of the Government but his own.
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false permits, can only be hiding themselves in nooks and corners,
and those will never be reached by the Asiatic Law Amendment Act.
It is not likely that those who have no permits or those who hold docu-
ments which are not permits at all, will go to the Registrar in order
to receive notice to quit.

TueE SurrepTITIOUS INFLUX

The allegation as to the surreptitious entering is based on the report!
that was published last year. That report condemns itself, and, if
anything, proves the contrary; 1,500 prosecutions during five years
show the effective working of the Peace Preservation Ordinance, and
that was the deduction drawn from it by Captain Hamilton Fowle in
his report to Lord Milner. Any Indian found without a permit in the
Colony can be almost summarily removed, and, if he does not leave
the Colony, soon finds himself in gaol. Most of the prosecutions, however,
were in connection with Indians who were trying to enter the country,
who were successfully prevented from so doing by strict inspection at
the border towns. Nor were those Indians necessarily endeavouring
to enter fraudulently. They were, in the initial stages, trying to do so
under the false belief, shared by many Europeans, that under the British
flag there could be no difficulty in them [sic] entering, or rather re-
entering, the Transvaal, for most of those were Indian refugees waiting
at the coast towns for an opportunity of re-entering.

General Smuts talks of forged permits, and in the same breath
says it is difficult to say when a permit is forged and when it is genuine.
This is preposterous. The permit officials always had counterfoils con-
taining the same numbers as given on the permits issued to applicants,
so that a forgery could always be detected. I know that a few months
ago an official from the present Registrar’s Office circulated some
documents which he called permits. The dupes were never able to use
those documents at all. They not only lost their money, but their honour.
That official is now no longer in the country, but, I believe, left it after
he had sufficiently fleeced the people, and after he saw that the fraud
was likely to be found out. There never was an office either in Bombay
or Delagoa Bay, or in any other place, where the traffic alleged by
General Smuts could possibly take place. Touts there undoubtedly
were, not in India, but in South Africa, who gave real permits from
the Asiatic Office in Johannesburg to refugees, and, in some instances,
others who wanted to enter the country.

TaE PeErMIT FrAUD

The fraud was committed in this way. The Asiatic officials in
Johannesburg submitted the names to the Colonial Secretary as proper

1 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 413 & 417-8.
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applicants for permits. The Colonial Secretary sanctioned the granting
of such permits. These names, however, were often faked, though the
permits were properly issued and bore proper thumb-impressions, or
signatures. In such manner men who were entitled to enter the country
had to pay large sums before they could come in, or before their claims
were considered. This was three times brought to the notice of Sir
Arthur Lawley, who, at last, ordered a prosecution, which proved abortive,
but the officials concerned were dismissed, because the charge was
proved against them, so far as the department was concerned. But
these things show how effective the Peace Preservation Ordinance was.
It confuses the issue to talk about Law 3 of 1885 in connection with
the influx, and to describe it as inadequate. That law was never intended
to control Asiatic immigration. It simply says, ‘““Those who settle in
the Republic for the purpose of carrying on any trade or otherwise
shall be bound to have their names entered in a register.”” Thus it was
merely to exact a poll-tax from those who wished to trade in the Transvaal,
for Indians were not even bound to register or pay anything. Asiatic
immigration was as free as European immigration. The question of
restricting such immigration was raised after peace was declared, and
the Peace Preservation Ordinance was then utilized, quite improperly,
to check Asiatic entry. For some reason or other it was suggested that
the Peace Preservation Ordinance should be amended. The Draft
Amendment appears at page 9 of the Blue book, Legislation affecting
Asiatics in the Transvaal, published last! year. That would have been
quite proper, and British Indians could not have complained. A Draft
Amendment of Law 3 of 1885 was also suggested at the same time.

Poricy SupbpeEnLy CHANGED

It was quite of a mild type, but suddenly the whole thing was
changed, and I believe it was Mr. Lionel Curtis who, after all, changed
the whole scope and tenor of such legislation, and who sprung upon
the community the draft of the Asiatic Amendment Ordinance, now
sanctioned as an Act. It is a misnomer to call it an Amendment of
Law 3 of 1885; it really makes a change in the whole Asiatic policy.
Class legislation affecting Asiatics has been passed before now, and not
much has been heard against it, but the Asiatic Registration Act is
absolutely a novel thing, and, based as it is on the false charge above
referred to, can never be accepted by the Indian community, more so
as the community is bound by a solemn declaration.

It is surprising to me that General Smuts has persistently ignored
these things, and asked British Indians to violate their consciences. One
would have thought that he, as representing a very strong Government

1 Actually, it was published in January 1908; vide ‘“Blue Book”, pp. 104-6.
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and an overwhelmingly large number of Europeans, would have
sufficient grace and condescension to respect Indian sentiment, so long
as he got the essential thing—viz., identification of every Indian or
Asiatic residing in the Colony. These he could have had six months
ago, and can have even now.

But, Mr. Gandhi, the assertions of General Smuts are very different from yours.

Quite so. I may be told that mine are merely counter-assertions,
and that General Smuts must be saying what he knows to be true. I
do not ask that the assertions made by the Indian community should
be, ipso facto, accepted, but I do say that what I have stated above
furnishes sufficient ground for a judicial and open enquiry. No reasonable
Colonist can take exception to it, and if in the course of that enquiry,
it is found that the charges of an influx and statements as to the inadequacy
of the Peace Preservation Ordinance are proved there will be something
to be said for the Asiatic Registration Act. If, however, the finding
of such a commission is in favour of the Indian contention, why should
not a strong Government, which also claims to deal with British Indians
fairly and justly, acknowledge its mistake and retrace its steps?

FINGER-PRINTS

In reply to a question as to what was the real objection to finger-prints, Mr. Gandhi

remarked that a lot of good ink and paper had been devoted to this subject, but it had
never formed an impossible barrier. As a matter of fact, thumb-impressions have been
given voluntarily.
There is, however, a very serious objection to simultaneous digit-
impressions, because they have the ring of criminality. According
to E. R. Henry’s book, simultaneous digit-impressions are required
only for classifying criminals; thumb-prints are asked for from illiterates
in several departments in India. But the deadlock is created by the
Asiatic Act itself. Objections were raised before the regulations were
published and promulgated.

Asked to give a statement upon General Smuts’ references to intimidation,
Mr. Gandhi said the intimidation simply resolved itself into social ostracism against
those Indians who had taken out registration certificates, and he very much feared
that such ostracism could not be prevented. Asiatics who had registered themselves
had acknowledged more than once that they had done an improper act. It was fear
that dictated the course, and not their respect for the law.

General Smuts’ remark as to deception by the leaders was unfortunate.
So far as I am aware, no leader has misled any Indians. The Asiatic
law has been translated and distributed broadcast. The protection
of the Imperial Government has certainly been placed before the Indian
community, and so long as I retain my faith in the Imperial Government
and British justice, I shall continue to place it before my countrymen
until I find that the whole of the Indian community has been entirely



INTERVIEW TO ‘‘THE TRANSVAAL LEADER’’ 17

abandoned by the King-Emperor, in spite of previous promises to the
contrary. General Smuts has seen fit to describe our respectable
community as a community of coolies. It must not be supposed that
Indians do not know these things, or that they do not feel them. Every
word that General Smuts has said has been greedily devoured by British
Indians, and those who could not read have listened to the translations.!
Needless to say, those remarks naturally offended them, and so long
as he holds British Indians so cheap and denies them the full status of
British subjects, so far as their possible freedom and personal movements
are concerned, so long must Indians rest content with imprisonment
or deportation.

THE LEADERS

I cannot help congratulating him upon having laid his hands upon
the leaders. He will then find out for himself whether the Indian
opposition is real or false. The question is: Will he do justice after
he finds out the guilty, or will he then put forth the enormous strength
he possesses in order to crush a handful of Indians who have never done
any harm to any portion of the Transvaal community? Talking of
leaders, I must deny that all those who have been arrested have taken
a leading part in the agitation. Some of them have never been known
to have done anything in connection with the Act, and why should
those who are in the employ of the Government be intimidated into
registering, on pain of being dismissed[?] I am proud to say that most
of the Indian employees of the Government—some of them of long
standing—have accepted dismissal rather than register. But if it is
true that the agitation has been kept up only by the leaders, why has
this extreme procedure been adopted of dismissing even the Indian
labourers working on the railways?

THE “IRREVOCABLE Law”

Mr. Gandhi then drew attention to General Smuts’ concluding remarks, and
said he had there laid down a proposition which, if it were to hold good generally,
would mean the end of all agitation, healthy or otherwise. General Smuts [had] said
that no law could be altered owing to agitation.

Without taking into consideration general laws, affecting all communities,
I can cite the instance of the Natal Franchise Law having to be altered
on reasonable opposition by the Indian community and on representations
by the then Colonial Secretary, and this after Natal received self-
government. The Natal Municipal Act still awaits Imperial sanction.?
In my humble opinion the real strength of the British Empire lies in
honourable compromise and in paying regard to the rights and complaints

! Vide “General Smuts’ Speech”, pp. 20-1.
2 Vide Vol. VI, p. 338.

8-2
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of minorities, especially when those minorities are weak or unrepresented.
At the time of introducing the Transvaal Municipal Ordinance,
Sir Richard Solomon cited the instance of the Coloured people having
rejected the Pass Law. That law, so far as I am aware, has never been
enforced against them.

What of the numerous interviews the leaders of the Indian community have
had with General Smuts? Could you come to no friendly understanding?

There have not been numerous interviews, so far as I am aware.
I only know of one!, but I do know that he has repeatedly rejected
all advances from British Indians. It is perfectly true that each time
an approach has been made it has been with a view to a repeal of the
Asiatic Act. There can be no other course possible for Indians who
believe in God, and who are bound by their solemn declaration taken
after having had everything placed before them.

Tae WAy ourt

Is there no honourable way out of the present difficulty?

Yes, Indians have always offered to fulfil the essential object of
the Act, viz., to give every facility to the Government for complete
identification of British Indians entitled to remain in the Colony. This
could have been done voluntarily under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance. Now that that Ordinance is virtually repealed, and must
be totally repealed if the Asiatic Act is also repealed, the only practical
way out of the difficulty is to amend, during the next session of Parliament,
the Immigration Restriction Act, so as to embody the necessary clauses
for identification, regard being had to the statements always made
by the Indian community with reference to minors under 16, and with
reference to those who can pass the education test under the Act, which
is severe enough.

Asked to elaborate his proposal, Mr. Gandhi said the Immigration Restriction
Act, which contains the drastic power of deportation under the hand of the Minister,
is ample for every purpose. Let the Asiatic Law Amendment Act of 1907 be entirely
withdrawn, and the Immigration Restriction Act be slightly amended so that every
Asiatic would become a ‘“‘prohibited immigrant”. That was to say, he would then
have to prove that he was entitled to remain in the Colony. If he could produce his
certificate issued to him under the Peace Preservation Ordinance, or under Law 3 of
1885, he would be given a certificate of domicile, which would take the place of his
former certificate, and other documents at present held, and this new certificate of
domicile should contain ample proofs of the identity of the holder. Children under
the age of 16 should not be required to take out certificates of domicile, but a complete
enumeration of such children would be detailed, together with their names, on the
certificates of domicile issued to their parents and guardians. The Immigration Act

1 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 416-7.
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already contains sufficiently drastic provisions against trafficking in these certificates
of domicile. This scheme, Mr. Gandhi contended, would give the Government all
that they reasonably required—viz., it would prevent any further immigration of Asiatics,
and would ensure complete identification and registration of all Indians and Asiatics
entitled to remain here. Thus the wishes of the Government and the people of the
Transvaal would be fully met without putting any unnecessary affront upon the Indians.
It has been often said that the Transvaal, being an inland Colony,
cannot have an Immigration Act like the Cape or Natal. That, in my
opinion, is a mistake. What is meant is that the Immigration Act of
the Transvaal should provide for stricter identification than the Natal
Act. According to the Natal Act, any Indian can at any time prove
his domicile and demand entry. Under the amendment suggested
by me, every Indian would have to prove his domicile, or his right of
residence in the Transvaal, within a stipulated time, after which he would
be for ever stopped. Surely nothing more than this can be required?

The Transvaal Leader, 7-1-1908

8. INTERVIEW TO REUTER!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 8, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi declared today that he would undertake, if the operation of the
Asiatic Registration Act were suspended, that every Indian in the country would be
registered in a month’s time, in accordance with a form to be mutually agreed upon.
The Act would then be unnecessary, and could be withdrawn.

If his promise were not faithfully carried out, he would undertake to assist the
Government in the strict enforcement of the present Act. The main object of the Indian
leaders was to eliminate the element of compulsion. The compromise suggested was
the only one the Indians were prepared to accept, and an effort would probably be
made to arrange for a discussion of its terms with the Government. The Indian
community considered that his suggestion that a High Court Judge should hold an enquiry
into the surreptitious entry of Indians into the Transvaal and the question of identi-
fication would give the Government an opportunity of reviewing the situation.

India, 10-1-1908

1 This was published under the title “Mr. Gandhi Suggests A Compromise”.



9. GENERAL SMUTS’ SPEECH!

[Before Fanuary 10, 1908)?

General Smuts has spoken at length. The Star and [The Transvaal]
Leader have published an interview? with Mr. Gandhi by way of a reply.
We print elsewhere a translation of that reply. It is a remarkable
speech. The aggressive spirit that General Smuts showed four months
ago has now disappeared. In the course of the speech, he asks at one
point how thousands of Indians can be imprisoned. Where are the
gaols [in requisite number]—he asks—and how can so many persons
be deported either? At another place, he asserts that, if the Indians
do not register, the Government may even adopt the measure [of deporting
them] as a last resort. General Smuts is not sure whether the Imperial
Government will continue to be as obliging as it has been. He adds,
however, that these are his personal views. He does not know what
the Colonial Government will do. A speech such as this is merely
the raving of a madman. General Smuts is an angry man. Not being
in his right mind, he says whatever comes into his head.

He shows open contempt for the Indians, referring to them as
“coolies”. He says that we are British subjects “only to a certain extent’.
This is something new. Till today we were British subjects, but now
we are British subjects only to a certain extent. He declares, furthermore,
that till now the Imperial Government had stood in the way of our being
relegated to Locations. Now he hopes that it will be easier to send
Indians to Locations. And he adds that, after Mr. Gandhi’s arrest?,
many Indians told him that they were prepared to take out registers
[under the law].

What does all this mean ? It is evident that the Indian community
has given General Smuts a few surprises. The gentleman admits that
he had not imagined in March last that the Indian community would
offer such determined resistance as it has done. He still believes that the
community has been misled by a handful of leaders. The leaders are
of course prepared for imprisonment. But will the Indian community
be unmanned? If Indians do not give way to fear, that is, if they show
courage, he who runs may read® that there is nothing General Smuts

1 His Mayville speech of January 4; vide footnote 1, p. 13.

2 This article and the two others that follow were written clearly before
January 10, when Gandhiji was tried and sentenced.

3 Vide “Interview to The Star”, pp. 8-12 and “Interview to The Transvaal Leader”,
pp- 13-9.

4 On December 27, 1907; vide Vol. VII, footnote 1, p. 449.

5 Literally, ‘“the blind can see and the deaf can hear”.
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can do. He himself adds that the remedy lies in the hands of the Indians.
That is indeed true—with this difference: according to Mr. Smuts,
the remedy lies in our accepting the bonds of our slavery forthwith,
whereas in our view the Indians can don the fragrant garland strung
together with freedom, honour, good name, independence and fear
of Khuda-Ishwar. Lakshmi is at our doorstep ready to mark our
foreheads with the sign of her grace.! How can Indians avert their
faces? This is the point. No one should even dream of registration,
or fight shy of trading without licences. If, in consequence, we are
imprisoned, that should be welcome; even deportation should be welcome.
If we take up this attitude, we need fear neither of the two evils. In
any case, it is better to face out one of these than be haunted by the
spectre of registration.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

10. RAM SUNDAR?
[Before Fanuary 10, 1908]

We hear many things said about the honour once accorded to
Ram Sundar. We have even received some letters on the subject. Some
people say that he was an indentured labourer, others that he has cheated
a number of people. There are those who argue that, because such
respect was lavished on a person like him, the Indian community is
unlikely to listen to any of its leaders again. It was, they argue, a great
mistake to have closed their shops for a man of his type, and no one
should now expect shops to be closed for any Indian, whoever he may
be. There are yet others who have been eagerly waiting for an opportu-
nity to drive a wedge between Hindus and Muslims. We think all
these people are in the wrong. If Ram Sundar was an indentured
labourer and if, knowing this, the Indian community had eulogized
him for his genuine courage, that would have been all the more creditable.
Poverty is nothing to be ashamed of, nor is indenture. Indians ought
especially to be proud of an indentured labourer who shows great courage.
For that may lead to better placed persons coming forward to display
greater courage. In any case, the community had no information
about Ram Sundar having been an indentured labourer or about his
debts. At that time the community gave no thought to the matter.

1 A Gujarati saying. This image is based on the Indian custom of applying
a tilak of vermilion on the forehead. Lakshmi is the Hindu goddess of wealth.
2 Vide “Ram Sundar ‘Pundit’ ”, pp. 3-4.
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The work that he did and the speeches that he made invited praise.
It was not Ram Sundar who was honoured in royal fashion, but the
person who suffered a month’s imprisonment. The shops were closed
not for the sake of Ram Sundar, but tangibly to show that we were
grieved at the wrongful imprisonment of an Indian and to bring home
to the others the fact of our unity. The Indian community has already
reaped the benefits of the closing of shops and of the homage [done
to Ram Sundar]. What Ram Sundar gained, he has thrown away.
The honour that we accorded was not to an individual, but to the
qualities of truth and courage which we attributed to him. What
happened in Ram Sundar’s case was only fit and proper. Now that
we have seen through his duplicity, we pour scorn on him. That again
is natural. Such has always been the way of the world. Mr. Arbuthnot!
of Madras was held in esteem both by the Government and people
so long as he was thought to be honest. On being exposed as a fraud,
he had to face prosecution and imprisonment. If people are to think
well of us, we must always distinguish between truth and falsehood
in every matter. If we do so, we shall carry our point every time. We
do not want to say anything further on the question of Hindu-Muslim
differences that has been raised in this context. There is not the slightest
doubt, however, that the question has been raised through sheer want
of sense. It altogether passes our understanding why people should
talk of Hindu-Muslim differences over questions of common interest
which do not involve any religious issues.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

11. JOHANNESBURG LETTER?
[Before Fanuary 10, 1908]

Passive RESISTANCE

The editor had invited [suggestions from readers for] a Gujarati
equivalent for “passive resistance’’.> I have received one which is not

1 Sir George Arbuthnot; prominent banker, six times a member of the Legis-
lative Council at Fort St. George and seven times elected chairman of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce; filed an insolvency petition after his bank had crashed. Early
in May, 1907, he was charged with cheating and breach of trust.

2 Literally, the title reads ‘“News-letter”. These despatches were published
weekly in Indian Opinion as “From Our Johannesburg Representative”. The first despatch
appeared on March 3, 1906; vide Vol. V, pp. 206-7.

3 Vide Vol. VII, p. 455.
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bad, though it does not render the original in its full connotation. I
shall, however, use it for the present. The word is sadagraha. 1 think
satyagraha is better than sadagraha. ‘‘Resistance’’ means determined
opposition to anything. The correspondent has rendered it as agrakal.
Agraha in a right cause is sat or satya? agraha. The correspondent therefore
has rendered “‘passive resistance’’ as firmness in a good cause. Though
the phrase does not exhaust the connotation of the word ‘“passive”,
we shall use satyagraha till a word is available which deserves the prize.

Satyagraha, then, is at high tide at present. The Indian satyagrah:®
is getting world-wide publicity. Not only that; we also find everyone
speaking out in our favour. It has been said that the question affects
the whole of the British Empire. In South Africa, newspapers such as
The Friend of Bloemfontein, The Transvaal Leader, Pretoria News, The Cape
Times, The Natal Mercury, etc., advise the Government in plain words
that it ought to amend the law and arrive at a settlement with the Indians.
They all assert that, if the Government does not reach a settlement, it
will do injury to the British Empire and rouse Indians. The word
“rouse” may startle Indians. That India will be roused is, however,
beyond any doubt—if the [Transvaal] Indian community can bear
the final burden.

Newspapers like The Star which were hostile to us at the outset
are now taking a middle course. They respect the courage of the Indians,
acknowledging in them unsuspected qualities of shining worth.

One after another, correspondents come out in our favour in the
readers’ columns of Johannesburg newspapers. Among them are
prominent people who assert that the local Government is bound to
seek a settlement. There is a growing feeling among clergymen that
the religious sentiments of the Indians ought not to be hurt.

In ExcLAND

How can opinion in England be less favourable? Almost every
newspaper has advocated the Indian cause. Mr. Ritch has kindled
enthusiasm all over England. The views expressed there are cabled
here by Reuter. The Times calls upon the Imperial Government to do
everything in its power to secure justice for the Indians. Such is the
miraculous power of safya agraha. As 1 write this, I seem to hear it
whispered in my ear that God is always the friend and protector of
truth. Our success in bringing this campaign to this stage is a triumph
for truth. If we were to fail now, that would in no way detract from the
power of truth. It is only because of our untruth, insincerity and disunity

! Firmness, insistence
2 Truth
3 One who offers satyagraha
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that we may lose, if at all. The present indications, however, do not
point to defeat. The Indian community is displaying fine strength.
Meetings are being held one after another. Hundreds of people, who
attend them, go on reiterating that they will face imprisonment and
deportation, but will not submit to the Act. I cannot believe that all
these men are just acting a part as Ram Sundar was.

Huce Mass MEETING

The huge mass meeting which took place on the Ist was attended
by at least 2,500 persons. They were all full of enthusiasm. The editor
will publish a full report of the meeting elsewhere. I shall only mention
that Mr. David Pollock! (not to be mistaken for our editor), the assistant
editor of Rand Daily Mail, their cartoonist and a few other Europeans
who were present at the meeting went there especially to watch the
proceedings. There were also many Indians from outside [the Transvaall].

Miss SCHLESIN’S SPEECH

Miss Schlesin? is an unmarried girl of twenty. Very few Indians
know how hard she has worked for the community. She works indeed
not for a salary, but because of her deep sympathy [for the Indian cause].
She attends cheerfully to everything that is entrusted to her. She asked
to speak at the recent mass meeting. What follows is a translation of her
thoughts. She had obtained her parents’ permission for making a speech.
This girl has passed her matriculation examination, and she can be
said to have had an excellent education. Her speech was read out by
Mr. Gandhi:?

Now that the struggle has reached its culminating point, I, who have
followed it with the closest attention almost from its inception, would fain say

a few words of sympathy, of heartfelt sympathy, in the sufferings which you

have already undergone, in the sufferings still before you, of which the former

are but a foretaste. But I implore you not to flinch from the hardships which
now confront you, not to falter at the shoals ahead, but to continue steadfast

I Reporter of London Daily Telegraph and a J.P. of the Transvaal; an active
sympathizer of the Indian cause; sometime Secretary for Lands in the Transvaal;
Honorary Secretary, Native Affairs Society, Transvaal

2 Sonja Schlesin; a Jewish girl with “a character as clear as crystal and
courage that would shame a warrior”; joined Gandhiji as a steno-typist at the age of
16; made herself very useful to Indian Opinion; was ardently interested in the Indian
cause. ‘““Thousands of stalwart Indians looked up to her for guidance. When during
the satyagraha days almost everyone was in jail, she led the movement single-handed.
She had the management of thousands, a tremendous amount of correspondence, and
Indian Opinion on her hands, but she never wearied.” Vide also Satyagraha in South
Africa, Ch. XXIII, and Autobiography, Part IV, Ch. XII.

3 What follows here is the English version of Miss Schlesin’s speech taken from
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908.



JOHANNESBURG LETTER 25

in your heroic resolve to give up all, aye very life itself, for the noble cause of
country and religion. Let me remind you of a similar crusade now being waged
by my sisters in England. I refer to the suffragettes. For the sake of a principle,
they are prepared to lose their all, to brave innumerable trials. Many have
already suffered imprisonment, more are ready, nay eager, to do so. If delicately
nurtured women can do this, will hardy men, inured to toil, do less? Do not
swerve from the course upon which you have entered, be true to the ideal before
you; and ‘heart within and God o’erhead’, proceed to conquer or to die.
And, if you do that, if you adhere to your solemn covenant with God, if you
prove yourselves resolute in deed, as you have already shown yourselves gentle
in method, then it will not be to die! Success then is assured, victory is yours,
is ours.
It is a young girl who addresses this sincere exhortation to us. If|
after all this, we accept loss of face out of a cowardly fear of gaol, we
are sure to repent it much.

DeporTATION IMPOSSIBLE

The Immigrants’ Act provided good fun for a day. It is being
admitted on all hands that no one can be deported. This is not only
Mr. Leonard’s! opinion; a correspondent writing specially for [Rand]
Daily Mail has advanced several arguments to show that deportation
of Indians would be unlawful. If that is so, the Royal assent given to
the Immigrants’ Act only shows that the Imperial Government is reluctant
to throw in its weight on our side. But was there any reason to expect
anything else ? For some of us write anonymous letters to the Registrar
to inform him that they are prepared to register but that they hold back
only for fear of public opinion, and request the Registrar to note their
names. It is again our own people who write to the Registrar to defame
Ram Sundar. However unworthy Ram Sundar may be, writing
anonymous letters to run him down demeans us in the eyes of others.
We show ourselves to be cowards. These anonymous letters damage
our cause by undoing the good impression that our courage has created.
For these letters would be confidentially forwarded to Lord Elgin. He
would take them into his reckoning; and why indeed should he not?
Mixed with a grain of truth that such letters may contain, there must
be a great proportion of falsehood which will gain wider currency. As
a result we are bound to be treated as bad cowrie. When we gain
acceptance as good cowrie, when our bones softened by long years of
slavery grow strong again, when we desist from dark, furtive dealings,
we shall certainly get our due from the Imperial Government, however
imperial it may be. When we ourselves lack courage, how can we
blame the Imperial Government?

I A well-known Johannesburg barrister
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COWARDLY STUFF

As soon as the Immigration Bill was signed, people at Pietersburg
sent telegrams to say that they were leaving at once to report at the
registration office. And these doughty persons arrived in Pretoria
forthwith. Then they paid court to ‘“His Lordship”> Chamney. He
said he was unable to grant them the title-deed of their slavery,
and wanted them to produce an order from a magistrate. They then
approached the Magistrate at Pretoria, who told them that he had no
authority to act in the matter. Now (before Sunday), the right royal
procession has returned to Pietersburg. When they receive an order
from the Magistrate there, they will again troop off to Pretoria. I know
the names of these brave ones. I am not sure whether the foregoing
account is correct or whether slavery has not already been conferred on
them. I am only reporting what I have been told.

APPEAL TO THE BRAVE

I hear that even the few brave Memons at Pietersburg who have,
along with the Suratis and Hindus of that town, shown great deter-
mination so far, are beginning to lose heart; they have caught the infection
from the ‘‘black-faced’ ones and are trembling with fear. If this is
so, they have my fullest sympathy. Where cowards are in a majority,
even the assurance of the courageous is likely to be shaken. However,
I appeal to them all, and especially to the Memons, not to allow the
ship to go down just when we are about to sight land. If all the Memons
become deserters, that will be a blot on Porbandar, Bhanvad and
Ranavav. We may be able to ignore the cowards, or succeed, later, in
infusing courage into them. But the entire community would go down
in dishonour if there was not even one Memon who remained truthful.
If even one of them survives, he will save the others. Let me therefore
earnestly appeal to Mr. Abdool Latief and others who have really
held out. To Suratis and Hindus I say only: ‘Please, in the name of
God, do not let yourselves drown. If only you will show a little courage,
the fight is easy enough. You should not lose heart because so many
persons from Pietersburg have deserted. Indians all over the Transvaal
are courageously holding out. And those in Pietersburg who remain
unyielding till the last will deserve to be complimented for genuine
courage. For there is more at stake there.’

TrarTors IN DELAGOA Bay

A letter has been addressed to the Registrar concerning two
treacherous and self-seeking Indians at Delagoa Bay. The Registrar
has asked for their names; these, however, cannot be supplied. For
I have been informed that one of them has been arrested and the other
has disappeared. There was a white person with them who posed as
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Registrar. When shall we be rid of such enemies of Indians? It appears
that some persons cannot find other means of making money. If that is
what it is, the only thing to do is for us to keep our distance from such
evil men. I hope that at Delagoa Bay and elsewhere Indians will warn
everyone [against such persons]. In this big battle we must not tole-
rate falsehood anywhere. We must try to improve ourselves. We ought
not merely to act a part, as Ram Sundar did.

SyMPATHY FROM WHITES

The struggle has assumed impressive proportions and has evoked
expressions of sympathy from many whites. The meeting! held in front
of the Court and the one in front of Mr. Gandhi’s office were both
attended by nearly a hundred whites. Apparently all of them sympathized
with the Indian cause. Mr. Hosken?, who earlier used to advise us to
accept the title-deed of slavery, has now begun to offer us encouragement.
Such is the fruit of truth and courage.

TRADE LICENCES

Since store-keepers and hawkers are to carry on trade without
licences and risk imprisonment, Mr. Essop Mia has addressed a letter?
to the Receiver [of Revenues] to inform him that the Indian community
will rather carry on business without licences than take out registers.
They will willingly face all incidental risks. Indians, he has said, will,
however, be prepared to pay the licence fee if the Government is dis-
posed to accept it.

The Receiver has said in reply that under the Asiatic [Registration]
Act licences cannot be issued to Indians without registers, and that
those who carry on trade without licences will incur penalties under
the Revenue Licence Ordinance. No Indian is likely to be frightened
now by the words “incur penalties’. The store-keepers and hawkers
are prepared to carry on their business at the risk of such penalties.
The Association has addressed in all 72 letters to various persons in
different towns suggesting that they should carry on trade without
licences. It no longer makes any difference [to the traders]. The
courage shown by Indians, however, does make a difference. Business
must go on meanwhile; and in the event of prosecution for unlicensed

1 Held on December 28, 1907; vide Vol. VII, p. 468.

2 William Hosken; rich and prominent member of Transvaal Legislative
Assembly; chairman of Committee of European Sympathizers which mediated between
the satyagrahis and the Government in the 1908 campaign; had subsequently to
give up his political career because of “his negrophile tendencies”. Vide Satyagraha
in South Africa, Ch. XIIT and XVI, and Vol. VII, pp. 150-1.

3 Vide ““Letter to Receiver of Revenues”, p. 6; and for his reply, vide footnote
2 on pp. 6-7.
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trade, one should submit to imprisonment rather than pay the fine.
The assistants who stay behind will be free to run the shops. They
cannot be prosecuted, and the Government has no authority forcibly
to close down businesses.

Hinpus aND MusLiMs

I find occasional references made to the Hindu-Muslim question
in connection with Ram Sundar’s case.! And now there are telegrams
from Natal reporting that a pointed reference has been made to it in
the Mercury. Mr. Dawad Mahomed? and Mr. Peeran Mahomed have
issued an effective rejoinder which more than meets the point. However,
I must say that the person responsible for the report in the Mercury is
an enemy of the community. At a time when the Indian community
is engaged in a gigantic task, anyone suggesting that differences exist
between Hindus and Muslims is lying to serve his own ends. I would
advise people to shun these traitors to community and country like
poison. It is obvious that neither of the communities stands to gain
anything from an insistence on differences.

CARTOON IN “THE SunpAY TIMES”

Though the editor of The Sunday Times writes against Indians, their
cartoonist is doing a great service to the cause.> He has portrayed the
Indian community as an elephant, with its feet firmly planted on the
ground. Mr. Smuts is forcing him forward with a steam-roller from the
rear. The elephant remarks: “Stop your tickling, Jan!” The point
of the cartoon is that the steam-roller has been unable to budge the
elephant. In the event, the cartoon has only served to publicize our
cause widely and has occasioned some merriment at General Smuts’
expense.

CARrRTOON IN “RAND DaiLy Mamn”

Daily Mail presents Mr. Gandhi in the guise of a martyr of olden
times.# He is tied to a stake, surrounded by stacks of hay. There are
three drums full of oil above, labelled ‘“The Permit Act”, ‘“The Asiatic
Registration Act” and ‘“The Immigration Act”. Oil is dripping from
all the three drums on to the stacks of hay. Mr. Smuts is holding a
lighted torch. [Protruding] from underneath his dress can be seen the
point of his scabbard with a sword in it. ““St.”” Gandhi is saying, “You

1 Vide also “Ram Sundar”, pp. 21-2.

2 Chairman, Natal Indian Congress. An old Transvaal resident, he crossed
over into the Colony in July 1908 and refused to give his thumb-impression at the border
under Act 2 of 1907. He thus courted arrest to establish the right of entry of old Trans-
vaal Indian residents which Smuts was later to question.

3 Vide illustration facing p. 32.

4 Vide illustration facing p. 33.
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certainly look fierce. And you are taking very long Why don’t you apply
the torch? Be quick and have done with it.”” But General Smuts is
standing with his back turned, afraid to light the fire.

PotcHEFSTROOM INDIANS

The Potchefstroom Indians were accused of having lost their nerve.
They have replied to this through The Star asserting that they all remain
firm and that only a few Memons have disgraced themselves. Mr. Abdool
Rehman, the Secretary, has also been accused of having registered
himself. He has written a letter to deny this, offering to pay £50 to
charities if anyone can prove the allegation.

MEETING ON SUNDAY

Another meeting was held in front of the Mosque last Sunday.
Many speeches were made and it was resolved that store-keepers and
hawkers should carry on trade without licences. There is much enthusiasm
in evidence at the moment.

ComMENTs IN “THE [TRrRANsvAAL] LEADER”

Commenting on General Smuts’ speech, The Transvaal Leader writes
as follows:!

General Smuts’ latest speech appears more statesmanlike
than his previous utterances. He has hinted at the reasons for
the change in his attitude. It would have been better if he had
stated at the same time whether he desired the Opposition to join
him in achieving the end that he had in view. If the Government
wishes them to give an assurance that they are not opposed to
the modification, it is for the Government to say so. It is not easy
to understand how it is that officials can state that 5,000 Asiatics
have crossed the border and yet are unable to check the Asiatic
influx along that border. Mr. Smuts dismisses the plan of sending
[everyone] to gaol as a waste of effort. It cannot be argued that
the continued stay of the Asiatics in the Transvaal will put the
Government to as much expense as the adoption of this course
would. Even if the Government has the necessary authority,
deporting [Indians] does not appear to be a practicable course.
The Colonial Secretary has therefore decided to deal vigorously
with the leaders, certain that this will end the trouble. The
argument that a whole community is held by two or three men
in the hollow of their hand is one that we distrust, but time and
events will prove whether it is applicable. The action of the

1 The translation here has been collated and brought in line with the English
text in Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908.
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Chinese in declining to register, despite disapproval by the Chinese
Consul, does not bear out General Smuts’ contention. General
Smuts seems to fear the effect upon the Kaffirs of the success of
a campaign of passive resistance. But how is it that laws were
modified before? And, after all, is it not something to the good
that Kaffirs should feel that, in any differences with the white
race, there are milder arguments than the rifle and assegai?

MoRE BLACKLEGS

...[1]' from Potchefstroom
...[3] from Pietersburg
...[3] from Pretoria.

Mavurvt SAHEB AHMED MUKHTIAR

The Maulvi Saheb was informed by the Registrar that his permit
would be extended provided he gave his word that he would leave on
the expiry of the extended time-limit. He has pointed out in reply that
the Registrar had promised to extend the permits every six months,
once in the presence of Mr. Hajee Habib and again in the presence of
Mr. Nagadi and Mr. Munga. It was on the strength of this promise
that he had started the work in connection with the Madrasah while
continuing his duties at the Mosque and his work for the Hamidia Society.
He also has, he says, to tell the people about the religious aspect of
the law. This was his duty, and he meant to continue doing so.

CASES AT PRETORIA

The cases of Mr. Tulsi and Mr. Sheth came up for hearing on
the 7th. Mr. Sheth was served with a notice to leave before the 21st
and Mr. Tulsi before the 12th.

SYyMPATHY FROM COLOURED PERSONS

A resolution expressing sympathy for the Indians was passed at
a conference of the African Political Organization. A telegram was
sent to the Association to this effect by Dr. Abdurrahman.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

1 The names are not reproduced here and the figures in square brackets indicate
the number of persons from each town.



12. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR”

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 10, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi insisted upon the elimination of the element of compulsion of the
Act and the consequent withdrawal of the notices regarding the issue of licences and
registration. In return he undertook that every Indian in the country would be
registered in a month’s time according to a form to be mutually agreed upon which
would be issued to those Indians entitled to remain in the Colony or who were other-
wise approved.

If voluntary registration were faithfully carried out, the Registration Act would
become useless, and the Indian community would look for its withdrawal during the
next session of Parliament. If on the other hand the undertaking of the leaders were
not fulfilled, Mr. Gandhi said he would welcome the enforcement of the Act against
those who had not complied.

He was prepared to go further, evidently with the view of meeting the prejudice
against the Indian trader, and was anxious that the Government and the various
municipalities should frame by-laws governing the issue of trading licences, so that
only Indians with suitable premises and with the means of keeping a proper system
of accounts should be licensed to trade.

Indian Opinion, 18-1-1908

13. LAST MESSAGE TO SOUTH AFRICAN INDIANS

[JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 10, 1908]

To TransvaaL INDIANS

It must be borne in mind that success in the struggle will depend
on what the Transvaal Indians do while those arrested remain in gaol.
It is well therefore that the Government has arrested some persons.
It will be a testing time for the others.

Cowards will spread panic. Blacklegs will say all manner of things.
It is my appeal to all my brave fellow-countrymen to remain undaunted
by these, and be ever mindful of their pledge and keep up their courage.

At the very beginning of the campaign we had resolved not to
compromise our honour by submitting to the obnoxious law, whatever
the cost. We find hundreds of examples, among the British, of persons
sacrificing their all for honour and country. It is only when we do likewise
that we shall become esteemed men and retain that esteem. I therefore
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take it that Indians will remain unshaken, whether or not they get licences,
whether or not they are allowed credit, and that they will only become
confirmed in their resolve to endure imprisonment or deportation. If
only they will prepare themselves in their own minds, they will find that
gaol is not something to be frightened of.

Let no one look to the others; let each depend on his own strength,
so that even if in fear a few Indians submit to the outrageous law, the
others will not be tempted to do likewise.

You will, in this manner, serve your interests as well as those of the
country. If you make the mistake of registering, you will throw away
success just as it has come within reach.

Not only does this righteous campaign call for courage; but it is
also based on truth. Large numbers [of Indians] must be faced with
the prospect of starvation. It will be necessary to provide for their relief.
This will call for honesty of the highest degree. Contributions will
be received from various towns, and these will have to be utilized
to good purpose. Let no one ask for aid unless in need. Those in charge
of distributing aid should act with the utmost scrupulousness in utilizing
whatever funds or food-grains are placed at their disposal.

This struggle will test the strength of all the elements of character
and lay bare all our weaknesses. Let us be careful, then, after sending
so many people to gaol not to throw away this opportunity by panicking
and submitting to the law.

We should bear no grudge against those who have taken out registers
or may do so hereafter. If you are convinced that their action is not
right, you will not feel the slightest temptation to follow their example.
Those who have the courage to fight till the last will be able to earn
a livelihood anywhere in the world.

To OtHER INDIANS IN SouTH AFRICA

The Transvaal Indians put up with hardships of every description—
physical, mental, financial. You are asked to make sacrifices only of
money. Do not therefore fall behind. Money will be needed in plenty.
Your congratulations are welcome; they are of some use. But they
will have meaning only if you follow them up with financial aid. This
is a campaign that concerns not only the Transvaal Indians, but the
entire Indian community. Your interests, too, are at stake. It is in
your power to give financial aid; equally, you can help by holding
meetings and passing resolutions.

To ArrL INDIANS

Success will never be ours if we do not at all costs keep Hindu-
Muslim differences out of matters of common interest. Let everyone
accept this as a guiding principle. We shall succeed only when we
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feel a strong urge that all of us, Hindus and Muslims alike, belong to
the same land and are children of the same mother.

Mouanpas KArRAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 18-1-1908

14. SPEECH AT NEWTOWN MOSQUE!

[ JoHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 10, 1908]

There was considerable commotion among the Indian community this morning,
says The Star (Johannesburg) of Saturday last, when it became known that Mr. Gandhi
and the other Indians and Chinese who were ordered to leave the Colony within 48
hours a fortnight ago were called upon to attend Court for sentence. There was a
large gathering outside B Court at ten o’clock, and before the doors were opened
word was circulated that the proceedings against the defaulters would not be taken
until the afternoon. Mr. Gandhi availed himself of the opportunity the few hours’
postponement allowed to address his countrymen. It was to be a valedictory exhorta-
tion to the rank and file of the Indians to stand firm during the incarceration of the
leaders of the passive resisters’ movement. The meeting was held in the Mosque grounds,
Newtown, at 11 o’clock, and despite the short notice of the meeting there was a large
gathering. For the purpose of such [a] meeting a platform had been erected in the grounds,
and seating accommodation was provided by means of the serviceable paraffin tins
which were strewn about in thousands. On the platform were Essop Ismail Mia,
Chairman of the British Indian Association, an Indian priest in an artistic Oriental
garb, and Mr. Gandhi. A few introductory remarks were made by Mr. Mia, and then
Mr. Gandhi spoke. He was listened to with the greatest intentness. Every eye was
fixed upon the slim central figure of Mr. Gandhi, and the meeting gave an indication
of the hold he has upon his countrymen.

After his speech? in Hindustani Mr. Gandhi spoke in English. He said he could
not detain them for any length of time. The telephone message he had received that
morning was that those who were under notice and whose period of notice had expired
had to appear before the Court at 10 o’clock. Just as they were about to leave for the
Court, Superintendent Vernon came to inform them that they were to appear at two
o’clock. He believed that those who had to go to gaol today were not at all afraid.
On the contrary, they considered that it was a fit opportunity given them by the
Government to serve their country and to show that they were men, not dogs. All

1 This is the Star report as reproduced in Indian Opinion under the title
“Mr. Gandhi’s Valediction: Leaders Imprisoned”.
2 This is not available.

8-3
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the same, he was superstitious enough to believe that when these things were postponed
from time to time, even though they might ultimately happen, they showed which
way the wind was blowing, and they showed also that God was with them.

Free HospiTALiTY

He thought he would not have had that opportunity of addressing his countrymen
before accepting the free hospitality of His Majesty. But God had willed otherwise,
and he was there to give them the last word probably for a month, it might be for two
months, it might be for six months, and the word he had to place before them was “Do
not deceive yourselves; do not deceive the Government; do not deceive your humble
servant.” He believed sincerely that that struggle had been undertaken at their desire;
that when he placed before them the true position of the law, all of them said that it
was not possible for them to submit to the law—that rather than submit to a law of
that nature they would suffer imprisonment, be banished from the country, lose every-
thing that they possessed, rather than submit to the law.

THE STING OF THE AcCT

That law, he repeated for the thousandth time, was not a question of giving
a wife’s name or a mother’s name, or giving one thumb-impression or ten digit-
impressions, although all those things were undoubtedly to be considered when they
were compelled to give these things, but the sting lay in the spirit itself. Jesus Christ
had said that no man had seen God because He was a spirit. Similarly it was not
possible to describe in words the underlying spirit of the Act. Every Indian felt that
spirit, and having felt it shunned it as he would shun Satan. The law was based upon
the condemnation of the whole of the Indian community, and it did not matter a bit
whether General Smuts said that he wished to treat them justly and fairly. Judgment
should be pronounced upon his acts and not upon his words. What they saw was that
by reason of false dignity the Government would not have what they wanted to give
freely, but wanted to compel them to give as if they were slaves. Compulsion was

possible in a matter of personal freedom only when it was slaves who were to be dealt
with.

Tue Doc’s CoLLAR

He well recalled an incident that happened when with Mr. Ally he went to
England as their servant. A gentleman on board said, ‘I see you are going to London
in order to get rid of the dog’s collar.” Precisely; it was because they did not want
to wear a dog’s collar that they had put up that fight. They were willing to sacrifice
everything for sentiment, but it was a noble sentiment. It was a sentiment that had
to be cherished as a religious sentiment. It was a sentiment that bound people together;
it was a sentiment that bound creatures to the Creator. That was the sentiment for
which he had asked them, advised them, if necessary, to die. Their action would be
reflected throughout the British dominions, through the length and breadth of India,
and they were now upon their trial.
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GENERAL SmuTts’ ACTION

He did consider General Smuts had performed an honourable action in arresting
them and wishing to lodge them in gaol. He (General Smuts) was quite justified in
believing, because of the reports he had read, that the whole of this agitation depended
upon a few Indians. If it depended upon a few Indians only, and if the whole of his
countrymen had not been acting together throughout the past sixteen months, then
he thought they had proved that they deserved the Act. But if, after he and his colleagues
were safely out of harm’s way, they remained firm, stuck together, and were prepared
to suffer every inconvenience and to lose all, then he had not the slightest doubt that
they would gain all, gain the estimation of all the reasonable Colonists whose estima-
tion was worth prizing. If they submitted to the Act it was true that they would be
able to live a dog’s life, and had [sic] earned the Colonists’ kicks. The gates of the Regis-
tration Office [—] it was highly probable [—] would be flung open once more imme-
diately he and his colleagues had retired from the scene, but he did hope that whatever
they had said in public, whatever they had prayed for in secrecy before their God, they
would carry out to the bitter end. He hoped that no terrorism, no intimidation, no
amount of meetings held by their fellow-subjects, if he might call them so, held by
European British subjects would deter them from the action that they had embarked
upon. There was no terror and no fear for a man who believed in God.

“A STRUGGLE FOR RELIGIOUs LIBERTY”

No matter what might be said he would always repeat that that was a struggle
for religious liberty. By religion he did not mean formal religion, or customary religion,
but that religion which underlay all religions, which brought them face to face with
their Maker. If they ceased to be men, if on taking a deliberate vow they broke that
vow in order that they might remain in the Transvaal without physical inconvenience,
they undoubtedly forsook their God. To repeat again the words of the Jew of Nazareth,
those who would follow God had to leave the world, and he had called upon his
countrymen in that particular instance to leave the world and cling to God as a child
would cling to the mother’s breast. If they did that he had not the slightest doubt
that this struggle could have but one issue.

A MontH HENCE

It did not matter what General Smuts thought today, but it would matter what
he thought a month hence, when they had shown, every one of them, that they were
men. He had not the slightest doubt that General Smuts had sufficient humanity in
him to recognize the sincerity of purpose, the real feeling that underlay the community,
and if they showed to him that the majority of Indians were not going to accept the
Act, but would rather suffer imprisonment and degradation, forfeiture of all their goods,
then General Smuts, without anybody going to him, would say, ‘Yes, these are the
people I shall prize as my citizens; these are the people whom I shall prize as fellow-
citizens with me and who will be of service to the State.” But if they did not take up
that position, then General Smuts would certainly also say, ‘Yes, 10,000 Indians may
remain in the Colony. We can keep them as dogs and allow them to die their natural
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death.” Their natural deaths they would die far outside the Transvaal, wherever
there was a piece of earth given them, but if they would die a noble death, a man’s
death, there was only one course open to them. If, perchance, even after they had
taken that course it came to pass that every one of them had to leave the Transvaal,
then was it not better that they should leave as men than remain as cowards who had
gone back upon their sacred resolution taken at the old Empire Theatre ? He thought
the whole of the Colony would rise and tell General Smuts, if the Colony was convinced
that they were sincere, willing to suffer for their cause and country, religion and honour,
then the Colonists would tell General Smuts he had not received a mandate to expel
these people from the country. They did not want future immigration; they did not
want to remain there and set up undue competition with white people. People who
were capable of putting up a fight like that would not offer undue competition, but
would fall in with any legislation that might be devised for the common good of all,
but certainly not for the good of only a handful of store-keepers. If it were necessary
that stores should be regulated for the common good of the country, why, they had
offered it times without number. They did not want to flood the Colony with Indians,
but the handful of Indians who had a right to remain in the Transvaal should be allowed
to remain as worthy citizens of a mighty Empire, but should not remain as beasts so
long as he could help it. (Applause.)

Indian Opinion, 18-1-1908

15. TRIAL AT JOHANNESBURG!

[JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 10, 1908]

The eastern side of Government Square presented an extraordinary scene of
excitement this afternoon. All through the lunch hour there was a big gathering of
Indians, and at two o’clock precisely a continuous stream of Indians indicated the
approach of the leaders. Mr. Gandhi was the first to appear. It was drizzling, and
his ardent admirers sheltered him with umbrellas as he walked along slowly reading
the first edition of The Star. The Indians kept pouring on to the Square, and the public
entrance to the Court was blocked. The Magistrate, Mr. Jordan, was seen walking
through the crowd, and of course he attracted considerable attention. At ten minutes
past two the lock was heard in the door, and the press outside became greater. The
doors were flung open and the crowd was met by Captain Potter, Superintendent
Vernon, and two police. The officer ordered the entrance to be cleared and considerable
confusion followed. The dense mass swayed backward, and when it was possible for

1 In October 1908, the Rev. Joseph J. Doke wrote about this occasion of
Gandhiji’s first imprisonment as follows: ‘“There is the trial in the B Criminal Court,
a great mass of the excited Asiatics crushed in at the door, and spreading to a great
crowd outside. The cynical Magistrate with his face flushed, presiding at the Bench;
the horse-shoe of legal offices below”. Vide M.K. Gandhi: An Indian Patriot in South Africa.
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egress to be obtained by a few people at a time, people were allowed to pass in. The
Indians continued to force their way, and attempted to rush the police at the door.
The Commissioner of Police, who was in the Court, saw that the force at the door was
strengthened, and the entrance was again cleared. Another disturbance occurred
and the police made three arrests. When the part of the Court reserved for the public
was filled, further admission was denied, and a few minutes afterwards the Magistrate
entered the Court.

“Silence” was called, and M. K. Gandhi was called.

A regular cordon of police was formed by mounted and foot police around the
entrance to the Court.

Mr. M. K. Gandhi was first called,! and he pleaded guilty to the charge, which
was one of disobeying the order of the Court to leave the Colony within 48 hours.

Mr. Fred Klette, clerk in B Court, went into the witness-box and produced
the records in the case Rex v. Gandhi heard in that Court on the 28th of December.
Defendant was on that occasion ordered to leave the Colony within 48 hours.2 Witness
served a written order personally on the accused.

On being asked by the Magistrate if he had any questions to ask, Mr. Gandhi
replied:

No, Sir.

Superintendent Vernon, B Division, said that at 2 p.m. that afternoon he
arrested the accused for failing to comply with the order. He had seen the accused
repeatedly from the date the order was made until today.

Mr. Gandhi had again no questions to ask.

Mr. Schuurman intimated that this was the case.

Mr. Gandhi asked leave to make a short statement, and, having obtained it, he
said he thought there should be a distinction made between his case and those who [sic]
were to follow. He had just received a message from Pretoria stating that his compatriots
had been tried there and had been sentenced to three months’ imprisonment with hard
labour; and they had been fined a heavy amount, in lieu of payment of which they would
receive a further period of three months’ hard labour. If these men had committed
an offence, he had committed a greater offence, and he asked the Magistrate to impose
upon him the heaviest penalty.

MR. JORDAN: You asked for the heaviest penalty which the law authorizes?

MR. GANDHI: Yes, Sir.

MR. JORDAN: I must say I do not feel inclined to accede to your request of passing
the heaviest sentence, which is six months’ hard labour with a fine of £500. That
appears to me to be totally out of proportion to the offence which you have committed.
The offence practically is contempt of Court in having disobeyed the order of December
28. This is more or less a political offence, and if it had not been for the defiance set

1 Rand Daily Mail in its account of the trial also mentions John Fortoen,
C. M. Pillay, P. K. Naidoo, M. Easton and M. E. Cadwa [Karwa], who were charged
along with Gandhiji under the Asiatic Registration Act.

2 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 463-4.
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to the law I should have thought it my duty to pass the lowest sentence which I am
authorized by the Act. Under the circumstances, I think a fair sentence to meet the
case would be two months’ imprisonment without hard labour.

Mr. Gandhi was then removed in custody.!

Indian Opinion, 18-1-1908

16. MESSAGE TO “RAND DAILY MAIL”

[ JoHANNESBURG,
January 10, 1908]

Asked for a final message previous to his incarceration, Mr. Gandhi gave the
following to a Rand Daily Mail representative:
I have undertaken this struggle prayerfully and in all humility believing
in the entire righteousness of the cause, and I hope that one day the
Colonists will do justice to my countrymen. So far as my countrymen
are concerned, I can only hope that they will remain firm in their sacred
and solemn resolution. By doing so they have nothing to lose. Even
though they may have to lose their all they can only gain in the esteem
of their fellow-men by being resolute. I sincerely state that in effecting
my arrest General Smuts has done a very honourable act. He believes
that my countrymen have been misled by me. I am not conscious of
having done so, but I may have been misled myself. In any case removing
me from the arena will show whether the position is real or unreal. The
position therefore is absolutely in our own hands.

Rand Daily Mail, 11-1-1908

1 Gandhiji was ‘“‘somewhat agitated”, as he recorded some vyears later;
being alone in custody, he ‘“fell into deep thought”. ‘“‘Home, the Courts where I
practised, the public meeting,—all these passed away like a dream, and I was now a
prisoner.” If the people failed to fill the prisons, ‘“‘two months would be as tedious as
an age”. But these thoughts soon filled him with ‘“‘shame”. And he recalled how he
had asked people to look upon prisons as ‘“His Majesty’s hotels”. ‘“This second train
of thought acted upon” him as ‘‘a bracing tonic”. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa,
Ch. XX.



17. PETITION TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS!

[JonanNESBURG GAoL,
FJanuary 21, 190812

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED BEING AT PRESENT PRISONERS IN
His MajEsTY’s GAOL AT JOHANNESBURG

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

The Petitioners are all Asiatics, in all twenty-one. Eighteen
of the Petitioners are British Indians and three are Chinese. The
eighteen British Indians get mealie meal for breakfast. Of the other
fourteen meals seven consist of rice and ghee, three of beans and four
of mealie meal. On Saturdays potatoes and on Sundays vegetables are
added to the mealie meal. For religious reasons all the above are
vegetarians—some only because they cannot get religiously killed meat
or proper meat. The Chinese get whole mealies and fat in place of rice
and ghee. All the Petitioners have been either in the habit of taking
European food or mostly so—their staple consisting either of bread or
some preparation of flour. None of your Petitioners has been used to
taking mealie meal. They are most of them suffering from constipation,
probably due to the eating of mealie meal. Seven of the Petitioners
have gone without breakfast ever since their incarceration except that
some Chinese witnesses, knowing their plight, once parted with one
loaf which was divided among them. This was only brought to the
notice of the Governor, who said the witnesses ought not to have done so.
In the Petitioners’ humble opinion, the diet above referred to is totally
unsuitable for them. The Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the
diet according to European scale with the exception of mealie meal may
be prescribed for them, or such other diet as may be considered suitable
to keep body and soul together and may be consistent with their national
habits, or habits formed by prolonged residence in South Africa.

As the matter is one of extreme emergency, the Petitioners crave
a telegraphic reply. Since writing above, about seventy more men

1 This is taken from “My Gaol Experiences[-II]”, pp. 145-6 and was drafted
by Gandhiji; vide p. 153.

2 This petition was drafted and sent on the day on which the 76 new-comers
joined Gandhiji and his fellow-satyagrahis in jail that is, on January 21, 1908; vide
“My Experience in Gaol[-II]”, p. 142 and ‘“My Experience in Gaol[-III]”, p. 153.
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have come in. They have not taken any breakfast at all and have strong
objection to taking it.
[We are,
Yours etc.,
M. K. Ganpu1

AND OTHERS]

Indian Opinion, 21-3-1908

18. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY!

JouANNESBURG GaoL,
January 28, 1908*

TO
Tue HonN’BLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY OF THE TRANSVAAL

SIR,

As representatives of the Indian and the Chinese communities?
who have taken a prominent part in the opposition to the Asiatic
Registration Amendment Act, we have the honour to lay the following
considerations before you:

Our opposition has never been directed so much against the finger-
print requirements of the Regulations under the Act—in so far as such
finger-prints were deemed necessary for the identification of Asiatics
who could not very well be otherwise identified—as against the element
of compulsion contained in the Act itself. On that ground we have
repeatedly offered to undergo voluntary registration if the Act were
repealed. And even now at this late hour we would urge on the Govern-
ment the adoption as far as possible of the course more than once
proposed by us.

We recognize that it is not possible during the Parliamentary recess
to repeal the Act, and we have noted your repeated public declarations
that there is no likelihood of the Act being repealed. We would however
point out that the periods fixed for registration under the Act by the
various Government Notices have expired and that therefore any

I This letter as well as the draft Cartwright brought to Gandhiji in jail were
published in Indian Opinion, 11-7-1908. The draft was either prepared or approved
by General Smuts; vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXI and ‘‘Johannesburg Letter”,
p. 66. There exist four sources for this letter: the Pretoria Archives; the records of
the Colonial Office to whom a copy of this letter was sent by the Transvaal Govern-
ment; an office copy of the Cartwright draft together with handwritten changes made
at Gandhiji’s instance (S. N. 4907); and Indian Opinion.

2 The Indian Opinion version, however, is dated January 29, 1908.

3 The Cartwright draft has only ‘“‘the Indian community”.
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registration at present would necessarily have to be of that voluntary
nature which we originally prayed the Government to concedel.

Under these circumstances we would once more respectfully suggest
to the Government that all Asiatics over the age of sixteen years? should
be allowed within a certain limited period, say three months, to register
themselves, and that to all who so register, the Act3 be not applied, and
that the Government take whatever steps they deem advisable to legalize
such registration. Such mode of registration should apply to those
also who being out of the Colony may return and otherwise possess the
rights of re-entry.*

In taking the registration of Asiatics we do not object that the req-
uirements of the Act and the regulations be as nearly as possible’ complied

with, provided the registration officials do not press for any information
which offends the religious sense of the applicants, and receive discretion
to dispense with the finger-print requirement in the case of those applicants
who by reason of their education or property or public character are
well known or can be easily identified otherwise. In those cases we
urge that the officials should have discretion to accept the signature
of the applicant as a sufficient identification.

Should the Government agree to these suggestions and accept®
registration on these terms, we assume that all further prosecutions or
punishments under the Act will be suspended during the period set
aside for registration. We on our part again would undertake to use
all our influence to induce our compatriots to register and withdraw
all countenance from those who refuse to register or are not legally
entitled to register.

We put forward the above suggestions because we are sincerely
anxious to prove to the Government that we are loyal and law-abiding,
and that we are willing to adopt any course which will lead out of the

1 The offer of voluntary registration, which was an alternative to compulsory
registration of all Asiatics envisaged by the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance, was
first made at the Transvaal Indian mass meeting of March 29, 1907. Vide Vol. VI,
pp. 401 & 404.

2 The words “over the age of sixteen years” do not occur in Cartwright’s draft.
Gandhiji added the words “over the age of 16”. The additional word “‘years” found
in the Pretoria Archives version would suggest that the Cartwright draft together with
Gandhiji’s substantial emendations on it (S. N. 4907) was re-typed and minor changes
of a purely verbal character made on a subsequent draft which is not available.

3 The draft has ‘“the penalties of the Act be not applied” from which Gandhiji
deleted the words ‘‘penalties of the”.

4 This sentence does not exist in the draft and was added by Gandhiji.

5 Underlined in the Pretoria Archives version but not in the draft nor in the
Indian Opinion version

6 “reopen” in draft instead of “accept”
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present difficulty without violating our consciences!, inflicting any
indignity or casting? any stigma on us.
We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,
M. K. GaNDHI
Leune Quinn3
T. Namoo*

Pretoria Archives; also a photostat of the typewritten office copy with hand-
written changes: S. N. 4907 and Colonial Office Records: 291/127

19. INTERVIEW TO “RAND DAILY MAIL”

[ JoHANNESBURG,
anuary 30, 1908
Dy

Mr. Gandhi on his return [from Pretoria] was seen by a Mail representative.. .

Many questions regarding the compromise were immediately levelled at his
head. ...

[REPORTER:] Honourable to both sides, Mr. Gandhi?

[canpur:] Perfectly. The honour of the Colony has not been
affected in the least, while the feelings and scruples of the Asiatics have
received the fullest consideration.

Then it is no climb-down?

Absolutely not. We have merely made an arrangement by which
the whole question has been satisfactorily settled—satisfactory to all
parties concerned.

Anything more?

Mr. Gandhi drew the line here and intimated that the time was not opportune
to say anything further regarding the negotiations.

Our representative then noticed that Mr. Gandhi’s head was closely cropped
and that his moustache was cut. He was asked whether he had been subjected to the
regulations usually applied to criminals.

1 “violating our consciences” added by Gandhiji. The Pretoria Archives version
has, however, ‘“‘conscience” in the singular.

2 The draft had “‘cast” which Gandhiji changed to ‘‘casting”.

3 “Leader of the Chinese residents of Johannesburg”; chairman of the Chinese
Association and the Cantonese Club.

4 Thambi Naidoo; a Tamil businessman from Mauritius whom Gandhiji described
as “‘lion-like”; who but for his rashness of temper would have ‘‘assumed leadership
of the Transvaal Indian community”’; had a flair for languages and cooking; passive
resister and later chairman of the Tamil Benefit Society. Vide also Satyagraha in
South Africa, Ch. XX.
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No, this is all my own doing. As you know prisoners are not allowed
the use of combs and brushes, so from hygienic motives I applied to
the Governor of the Fort to be allowed to have myself cropped. He
demurred at first but finally consented and—now look at me.

How were you treated while in the Fort?

With as much consideration as the Governor could possibly allow
me under the regulations. I must express my appreciation of the manner
in which we were treated by the officials there, but their powers in this
direction are limited.

And the food?

The usual diet.

In what part of the prison were you placed ?

In the Native section.

This was all the conversation that could be had during the short journey to
the Mosque at Fordsburg. At the latter gathering place Mr. Gandhi met a number
of his compatriots—although the hour was past midnight. To these faithful henchmen
he briefly explained what had led to his release.

The impression gained during the conversation given above was that Mr. Gandhi
was in no way inclined to consider his release from gaol as a victory to the participants
in the passive resistance movement. On the other hand he seemed keenly pleased
that a settlement had been come to by which neither side had suffered in honour,
integrity or prestige.

The remaining Asiatics will be liberated from the Fort this morning.

Rand Daily Mail, 31-1-1908

20. INTERVIEW TO “THE TRANSVAAL LEADER

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 30, 1908]

Yesterday morning some Indian hawkers saw, as they believed, Mr. Gandhi
proceed to the Railway Station in company with another gentleman, who proved to be
Superintendent Vernon, who is in charge of the Fordsburg Police Station. There was,
however, no certainty that it was Mr. Gandhi, and the fact of his having been seen
was the basis of an interesting rumour only. As a fact, the Indians referred to were
quite correct in their conjecture, for about a quarter past eleven Mr. Gandhi left the
Fort for Park Station, whither he proceeded with Superintendent Vernon to Pretoria. But
Mr. Gandhi’s release—it technically takes place only today—came as a great surprise
to his compatriots last night. Mr. Gandhi returned from Pretoria at 10 o’clock, and
there was no one to meet him except the Chairman of the British Indian Association—
Mr. Essop Mia—so well had the secret of the whole position been kept. A Leader

1 This was republished with minor variations in Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908.
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representative sought an interview with Mr. Gandhi after his arrival. In general health
he seemed none the worse for his recent experiences, and was quite cheerful.

PrisoN TREATMENT

Asked as to the treatment meted out to him in prison, Mr. Gandhi replied that
he and his fellow-prisoners could not be sufficiently grateful to the Governor and all
the other officials for the kindness and consideration shown to them within the four
corners of the prison regulations. But he added there was much to be said with respect
to those regulations, and the accommodation and diet provided for Asiatics, who, to
all intents and purposes, with one or two exceptions, were classed with Natives.
Mr. Gandhi, however, preferred to explain the position more fully at a later stage.

THE COMPROMISE

Replying to questions on the larger issue, Mr. Gandhi remarked:

The compromise arrived at is largely the same that was offered by
the Asiatic communities before proceedings under the Registration
Act were commenced. This compromise will give complete identification
of every Asiatic over the age of 16 years in the Colony, and those who
may be entitled to remain in or re-enter it. The main distinction between
the Act and the identification under the offer will consist in the sting
of compulsion being removed. The compromise puts Asiatics on their
honour and responsibility, and if it is not carried out faithfully by my
countrymen I have no doubt that our position will deservedly be worse
than it would have been under the Act. But I do not anticipate any
difficulty. With reference to the wholesale arrests that have taken
place during the last three weeks, I do not think that Asiatics can have
any cause to grumble; that procedure was necessary in order to test the
intensity—as also the reality—of our feeling about the Act. I may
state that we who were at the Fort were allowed to petition the Govern-
ment offering once more voluntary registration, and the course adopted
by the Government was in response to that petition!. In my humble
opinion the Government have shown real strength in acceding to the
request. I would further and at this stage say that the leaders of the
Asiatic communities, so far as I am aware, will loyally abide by the
decision of the Colonists to avoid further immigration of Asiatics not
entitled to enter by reason of previous domicile.

Prisons To BE EmpTiED ToODAY

Last night a representative of the Leader gathered that today the incarcerated
Indians, numbering some 220, will be set at liberty. As far as Johannesburg is concerned,
there is no intention of holding anything in the nature of a demonstration, and the
next few days will be devoted by the leaders of the Asiatics to the quiet instruction of

1 Vide “Letter to Colonial Secretary”, pp. 40-2.
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their compatriots as to the new position of affairs. The leaders have every confidence
that the compromise will be faithfully carried out.

The Transvaal Leader, 31-1-1908

21. LETTER TO “INDIAN OPINION*

[ JoHANNESBURG,
After Fanuary 30, 1908]

TrE EDITOR,
INDIAN OPINION

SIR,

My fellow-prisoners and I have been inundated with telegrams
of congratulation on what the senders have considered a victory for the
Indian cause. We can only consider it a victory for Truth. In any
case may I on behalf of my associates and myself, through the columns
of this journal, thank the numerous senders of wires and writers of letters
for their kindly thought. It has not been possible to write to individuals,
for which omission, being unavoidable, I trust they will excuse us.

I hope and pray to the Almighty that, should the occasion arise again,
we will all be prepared to undergo imprisonment or any other hardship
—if such it may be called—for the sake of Truth, Honour and Self-
respect.

I am etc.,

M. K. GANDHI
Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

22. SPEECH AT MEETING OF BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION?

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 31, 1908]

It is God in whom I placed my trust while launching on this struggle
and advising the people to do likewise; it is He who has given us this
unexpected victory, and it is to Him therefore that we must give our

1 The Gujarati version of this letter (p. 55) is dated February 2, 1908. The
English letter was presumably written between January 30 and February 2, 1908.

2 On the evening of the day of his release, Gandhiji explained the terms of ‘‘the
compromise”’ to fellow-Indians at a public meeting held under the auspices of the
British Indian Association. The text of this speech was published only in the Gujarati
section under the title ‘““The Settlement Explained”.



46 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

thanks. It is because I have always believed that God helps the cause
of truth that I started this movement in His name. The success we
have achieved is there for all of us to see. What has made the
Government remit the sentences and open the prison gates and let
the people out? Surely our truthfulness and strength. I used to say
that, if we scrupulously followed the path of truth, the white Colonists
themselves would veer to our side, and that is exactly what has
happened. We are also thankful to the whites for the pains they took
to further our just cause. They did so because they were inspired by
God within to have sympathy for His oppressed devotees, and to fight
on their behalf.

I need not refer to the remark General Smuts made in the course
of a speech! that it was impossible to send everyone to gaol. All these
things indicate that, if the [Indian] community remains united, it will
always win through. We will now register voluntarily for purposes
of identification and the scrutiny [of our rights of domicile] and the
Government has accepted this [offer]. That means that the obnoxious
law will die altogether. The stigma that attached to us under the law
will now disappear. Under the proposed arrangement, the Government
will accept signatures by educated persons and by owners of property,
but unlettered people have to give ten finger-prints on the application
forms. Though I am against this myself and will strive with the Govern-
ment to the best of my ability to have the requirement waived, I see
nothing wrong in having to give finger-impressions if the Government
does not come round. For after all we shall be giving them of our own
free choice. They must not be given if they are made compulsory. And
the Government has allowed us a period of three months for the matter
to be settled. I will therefore strive to obtain the best [terms] that I
can for the Indian community.

Under the law, the Government wanted the compulsory registration
of children, and this [provision] too, has now been dropped. The
question of amending the law suitably will be taken up when Parliament
meets in Pretoria. For the present, however, the sentences of
imprisonment against us have been set aside, and it is now up to us to
prove that we are honourable men. It will be no use having anything
in writing from the Government, since the final authority is that of
Parliament. We have thus to depend only on what Parliament does.
Just as Lord Roberts and others used to make promises to us on behalf
of the Imperial Parliament, so has the Colonial Secretary set us free
in anticipation of Parliament’s approval. When Parliament meets, we
shall be delivered from this law2. That is, the Act will be repealed

1 His Mayville speech; vide footnote on p. 13.
2 Asiatic Registration Act
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and the Immigration Bill will be suitably amended. The object of
the Government will thus be secured, and we shall get the freedom
that we have been demanding.

The reason why we have won is that people went to gaol,—150 from
Johannesburg, 25 from Pretoria and many persons from other towns
as well. 'Women did their true duty. The pickets in particular displayed
unsurpassed skill which even the Government could not help admiring;
the selfsame Government [which had resisted our demands earlier]
came round clearly because it perceived the strength of the community.
A campaign that is carried on in the name of God cannot but end in
success. I am hopeful that I shall succeed in the matter of finger-
prints also.

We have, however, no reason to feel triumphant over the measure
of success that we have achieved, neither have the whites any cause
to complain against the Government. Even God is won over by humility.
It is, therefore, humility which will ensure our success in a just struggle.
We must not play foul with the Government; rather, by adopting the
highest standard of conduct for ourselves, we must convince the Govern-
ment and the white Colonists that we do respect laws which uphold
our dignity. If, through an oversight on the part of the Government,
the door is left open and there is scope for some kind of fraud, our duty
will be to shut that door. The Government will see for itself that we
do not practise deception. When we have thus created a [favourable]
impression on the minds of the Colonists by acquitting ourselves as befits
us, the redress of our grievances is bound to follow.

Equally, the Government will be unable to go back on its commit-
ment to us, for we have the great weapon of passive resistance. That
was the weapon with which we brought the Government to its senses.
Whatever the Government does now, it will do with the consent of our
people. As long as we are ready to go to gaol and fight on, we shall
wield sufficient power over the Government to make it do the right
thing.

Whatever we plan to do now must be kept wholly confidential.
Should anyone among us be found carrying information to the Govern-
ment or some other party, he will have proved himself a veritable traitor.
Nothing can be gained by playing the spy to the Government; on the
contrary, it will be of advantage to remain with the community. Even
those who have taken out registers! under the new law may gain their
freedom if they take out registers under the proposed arrangement.
We must also prove ourselves to be as good as our word, and thus furnish
an earnest of our sincerity. As soon as Parliament meets, the [Asiatic

1In the Gujarati Gandhiji uses ‘‘register” for ‘‘registration certificate”.
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Registration] Act will be repealed and the immigration law amended.
That is to say, domicile certificates will be issued as they are in Durban.

We have to thank those who gave us real help. We should pass a
resolution expressing our gratitude to Mr. Polak!, Mr. Ritch?, and
Mr. Cartwright?, the editor of The [Transvaal] Leader, as also to the
others who joined the struggle.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

23. INTERVIEW TO REUTER
JOHANNESBURG,
Fanuary 31, 1908

Mr. Gandhi interviewed said that those who proved their right to a domicile
should notonly be left in the Colony unmolested, but should be given every encourage-
ment, so that instead of remaining a festering sore, they might as far as possible be assimi-
lated and form part of the future South African nation. The dominant race should
look forward to the time when the lower races should be raised higher in the scale
of civilization. Mr. Gandhi agreed with General Smuts that the system of indentured
labour in Natal should be stopped at any sacrifice.

India, 7-2-1908

1 Harry Solomon Leon Polak; assistant editor of The Transvaal Critic who joined
Indian Opinion (Vol. IV, p. 326) after Gandhiji had struck up a ‘‘casual” acquaintance
with him in the Johannesburg vegetarian restaurant; ‘“‘had a wonderful faculty of
translating into practice anything that appealed to his intellect”; he took to life in
Pheenix “‘like a duck takes to water” and ‘““we began to live like blood brothers”, says
Gandhiji who was also best man at his wedding. Became Editor, Indian Opinion in
1906 during Gandhiji’s absence in England and a full-fledged attorney in 1908 after
having served an apprenticeship with Gandhiji; was arrested after the ““Great March”
into the Transvaal in 1913; visited India and England to help African Indian cause.
Vide Autobiography, Part IV, Ch. XVIII, XXI & XXII and Satyagraha in South Africa,
Ch. XXIIT & XLV.

2 L. W. Ritch; Theosophist and manager of a Johannesburg commercial firm
before he joined Gandhiji as an articled clerk; passed his Bar examination in London
(vide Vol. VI, pp. 67 & 86); Secretary, South Africa British Indian Committee (Vol.
VI, p. 228) of which he eventually became the ‘“‘moving spirit”. Vide Autobiography,
Part IV, Ch. IV & XIII and Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XIV & XXIII. For his
pamphlet on British Indians in South Africa, vide Vol. VII, Appendix.

3 Albert Cartwright; editor of The Transvaal Leader; was ‘‘as broad-minded as
he was able” and ‘‘always supported the Indian cause in his columns”; the ‘““Angel
of Peace” who mediated between Transvaal Indians and Smuts in the controversy
regarding the Asiatic Registration Act. Gandhiji describes him as ‘“‘deeply shocked” at
Smuts’ failure to keep his promise. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXI & XXV.



24. CABLE TO S.A.B.I. COMMITTEE!

[ JOHANNESBURG, |
February 1, 1908

[AFRICALIA2
LonpoN]
COMPROMISE CONTEMPLATES REPEAL ACT AND SAME AS VOLUNTARY
OFFER BEFORE.
[cANDHI]

India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 3722/08

25. EXTRACT FROM LETTER T0 S.A.B.I. COMMITTEE3
February 1, 1908

... At the end of three months if the registration is not satisfactory,
the law can be made to apply against those who have not registered.
On the other hand, it is understood that if we fulfil our contract the
law will be repealed by amending legislation. A Bill will be introduced
at the next session of Parliament legalizing what has been done. . ..

India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 3722/08

26. LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS*

JOHANNESBURG,
February 1, 1908

DEAR MR. SMUTS,

After the conversation that Mr. Chamney had with me on Thursday,
I sought an interview with you again, and Mr. Lane® told me that

1 This is extracted from a precis of events in the Transvaal sent by Ritch to
the Colonial Office, which was subsequently printed. The cable was republished
in Indian Opinion, 7-11-1908.

2 Telegraphic address of the South Africa British Indian Committee, London

3 This is part of a precis of events in the Transvaal Ritch enclosed with his
letter to the Colonial Office, dated October 6, 1908.

4 The entire Gandhi-Smuts correspondence between February 1, 1908 and
June 13, 1908 was reproduced in Indian Opinion under the title “Was Repeal Promised?
Complete Correspondence”. A copy of this letter was sent by Ritch as an annexure
to his letter of July 27, 1908 to the Colonial Office.

5 Smuts’ Private Secretary

8-4
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I would be able to see you before I went. I was not, however, fortunate
enough to do so.

The conversation with Mr. Chamney made me a little uncomfortable,
because he still harped away on the Asiatic Act. Indeed, from him
I gathered that the registration that will now proceed will be legalized
under that Act. At the interview with you, I did not understand any
such thing at all, and the joint letter! of Messrs Quinn, Naidoo and
myself, too, makes it clear. I am most anxious to see this business finished
without the slightest difficulty and with perfect satisfaction to yourself.
I am, therefore, naturally most anxious to avoid any misunderstanding.
Pray believe me also when I say that I shall leave no stone unturned
to remove the difficulties in your path owing to the clamour of anti-
Asiatic agitators. May I, therefore, ask you to be good enough to re-
assure me on the point? To legalize voluntary registration under the
Asiatic Act would be to re-open the question at the sorest point. You
were good enough to tell me that the method of legalization? will be
discussed later on as between us. I have already suggested that the
best way to do so would be under the Immigrants’ Restriction Act by
amending it in so far as may be necessary.

I take it, too, that the form of application and registration will
be settled in consultation with the leaders of the community, and that
this will be done as quickly as possible, so that registration may proceed.

I left a message, too, with Mr. Lane with reference to the ten finger-
prints. I discussed this with Mr. Chamney, and he could show absolutely
no justification for the ten finger-prints. Indeed he admitted that, for
identification, one thumb-impression was quite sufficient. While to
me, personally, it is immaterial whether thumb-prints or digit-impressions
be given, there are many amongst the Asiatics to whom the latter present
an impassable difficulty, and, as I know you want only effective identi-
fication, I do hope you will accept thumb-impressions. In answer to
my inquiry, I have now received telegrams from the Protector of
Indentured Immigrants and the Principal Immigration Restriction
Officer in Natal. The Protector says:

The system of taking ten finger-impressions from indentured Indians on arrival

commenced in April 1903, on being found desirable.

The Immigration Restriction Officer who controls the immigration of
free Asiatics has replied as follows:

Referring yours of date both thumb-impressions only required for certificates

issued in this Department.

You will now see that the information given to you by Captain (?)
Clarke is incorrect. The distinction observed by the Immigration

1 Vide “Letter to Colonial Secretary”, pp. 40-2.
2 The version available in India Office Records has ‘‘legislation”.
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Department and the Protector’s Department, too, is most valuable
testimony in favour of my contention. The Protector has to deal with
a class of Asiatics who have every temptation to hide their identity.
Classification in their case is, therefore, necessary. The Immigration
Department has to deal with a class of Asiatics and others who have
always to prove their identity in order to make good their claim to enter
or remain in Natal. Hence that Department requires only thumb-
impressions. Does not this show conclusively that you do not need
digit-impressions at all? And, as my expert adviser tells me, the system
of classification, besides being totally unnecessary, is costly compared
to the system of identification merely. At the Cape, too, only thumb-
prints are required. And, in this connection, I do wish to impress upon
you the fact that the question of discretion is an element which will
lead to favouritism and even fraud ultimately. A man who may be
perfectly wealthy, I need hardly point out, is not necessarily an honest
man, and yet, because he may be known otherwise, his signature alone
will be accepted. To my mind, the only exception that should be made
should be in the case of those who may be able to pass the education
test prescribed by the Immigration Act. These, of course, carry identi-
fication on their own persons, but with reference to the others, speaking
from experience, I urge that the discretion be dropped; but if you insist
on ten finger-prints there will be applications wholesale for the exercise
of discretion, and I am positive, armed as I am with expert opinion
on finger-impressions, that you do not need ten finger-prints for
identification.

I also venture to suggest that the open permission to Indians to
trade without licences will give rise to bickerings amongst the Colonists.
Do you not think it will be better either to issue licences or to take from
them deposit of licence fee against provisional receipts ?

I hope I have done the proper thing in adopting a familiar tone
in writing this letter, which is purely personal and confidential, and
your reply will be also so treated. If in any of the public statements
I have been making you think that I have been at all indiscreet, pray
correct me.

I am,
Yours truly,

M. K. GANDHI

GeNERAL J. C. SmuTs
PrRETORIA

Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908
Also India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 2896/08



27. LETTER T0 THE VOGLS

JOHANNESBURG,
February 1, 1908

DEAR MR. AND MRS. VOGLI,

Kindly accept my thanks for your congratulations?. I do indeed
believe that your good wishes are an expression of the heart and not
merely a formal one.

Mahomed Khan?® told me yesterday that Mrs. Vogl was keeping
indifferent health. I was sorry to hear it. I wish I could come over
to see her as also to thank you both personally, but just at present I
must know no rest. The work of destruction is finished, that of construction
has commenced—a far more difficult one, but, seeing that I have not
relied upon my own strength but on the strength of Truth, otherwise
spelt God, I am quite at ease.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI
From the typewritten original : C. W. 4407. Courtesy : Arun Gandhi

28. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS*

[ JOHANNESBURG,
February 1, 1908]

... This campaign has undoubtedly shown one thing, if it has shown
anything—that Indians in the Transvaal are deserving of self-respect
and of being classed as men. The charge has often been brought against
them that they are incapable of acting in concert for the common good.
I think I can fairly claim for my countrymen that they have shown
unexampled self-sacrifice. Hundreds of poor hawkers, rather than pay
the small fines that were inflicted on them by the magistrate, underwent
the hardships of prison life, simply for the sake of principle. In the
course of my practice I have not noticed many clients who have been
willing to go to gaol when there has been the option of a fine. They
have been willing to pay the heaviest fines if thereby they could avoid

1 Vogl was a draper. He and his wife sympathized with the Indian campaign.
Mrs. Vogl took a keen interest in Indian women and conducted classes for them.

2 On Gandhiji’s release from jail

3 An employee of Gandhiji, and a satyagrahi

4 This was published in Indian Opinion under the title “Mr. Gandhi Interviewed:
Playing the Game”. As for the date of the interview, vide footnote on p. 54.
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imprisonment. I must say that, to a certain extent, the cohesion that
has been shown by the poorest Indians in the Colony has been an eye-
opener even to me, and I have no doubt it has been to the Colonists.
I think it might also, therefore, be claimed that if the compromise that
has now been arrived at is honourable to Indians, as it undoubtedly is to
the Government, Indians have figuratively bled for it. It is not possible
to give an adequate idea of the sacrifice made by hundreds of Indians,
and in this category I include those Indians who left the Colony because
they did not consider themselves strong enough to brave the struggle.
Merchants with large stocks in the Colony were perfectly resigned to
any consequences, but they would not submit to a law which in their
estimation degraded them. It was necessary, I think, for British Indians
to show as much as they have, before they could claim to be trusted,
and in accepting the petition the Government have done nothing more
than give British Indians three months’ grace. We are now put upon
our mettle. To my mind the real work commences only now. We have
to play the game.

We have to show to the Government and to the Colonists that
Indians as a body have nothing to do with surreptitious entry—that
although there is no legal obligation we recognize a moral obligation
to give the Government complete identification of every Asiatic who
is entitled to remain in the Colony or to re-enter it, and if we succeed
in doing that I think that the bitterest opponent of British Indians will
have to admit that those who prove their right to domicile and give
the Government full particulars as to identification should not only be
left in the Colony unmolested, but that they should have every encourage-
ment, so that instead of remaining in the Colony as a festering sore
they may so far as possible be assimilated and form part of the future
South African nation. I do think that the highest statesmanship in
South Africa consists not in treating any class of its inhabitants as almost
animals or pariahs, but it consists in treating them as men, and raising
them to a higher level. The question of unfair competition and such
other questions crop up only because sometimes one notices cases of
unfair competition, but all these matters can certainly be remedied
if the different races living in South Africa were to be educated up to
a proper sense of citizenship. By proper citizenship I don’t for one
moment claim that all the races should be clothed with the franchise,
but I do claim that the dominant race should look forward to a time
when those lower races will be raised higher in the scale. Looking
at the whole question in that light, I for one have no hesitation in agreeing
entirely with General Smuts’ remarks with reference to the indentured
Indians in Natal. As a matter of fact, the British Indian population
there has always submitted that indentured labour should be stopped,
no matter at what sacrifice. Indians—that is, free Indians—have never
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countenanced nor wanted the system of indentured labour, and I admit
that, but for the system of indentured labour in Natal, the Asiatic question
would not have caused the trouble it has. I certainly believe that, so
long as Natal continues to import indentured labour, so long will there
be some trouble or other in connection with Asiatics. But I don’t wish,
in making this statement, to be understood as saying that indentured
Indians, after regaining their freedom, have been flooding the Transvaal.
I know such statements have been made before now, but I am positive
there is absolutely no foundation for them, if only for the reason that
the supervision over indentured Indians is very strict, and no Indian
from India is allowed to leave the Colony unless he has received his
free pass. The Immigration Department of Natal is practically in a
position to trace every indentured Indian.

Questioned with regard to his experiences in the Fort, Mr. Gandhi said:
So far as the gaol authorities are concerned, they could not have been
more considerate. The Governor and all other officials were most kind
and courteous. The Governor paid a visit every day, and regularly
enquired whether we had any complaints or requests to make, and,
if there were any, they were promptly remedied. Any request that could
be granted within the regulations was immediately granted. Facilities
were given for taking out books from the Prison Library and for receiving
books from outside.

Mr. Gandhi added that, lest a remark in yesterday’s Transvaal Leader! should
be misunderstood, he desired to state that the gaol premises, so far as he was concerned,
were kept scrupulously clean, the only exception being a place where prisoners who
could not be sent to their respective cells had to wait. This place was full of bugs, which
came, however, from the woodwork, and its condition was not the fault of the gaol
officials, but was due to the cramped space at their disposal.

Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

1 This is presumably a reference to the following in a Transvaal Leader news-item
announcing Gandhiji’s release and the terms of the settlement between the British
Indians and General Smuts. ‘‘...The relief with which the Asiatics themselves will
once more breathe free air will scarcely exceed that of the prison officials at getting rid
of involuntary guests who, owing to their number, the peculiarities of their diet and
their non-criminal character have tried the resources of several of the public gaols to
their utmost. The sufferings of the prisoners have been acute. In one little yard in
the Johannesburg Prison, the capacity of which is 45, over 150 men had to pass their
days during this trying weather. Two of the Indians dropped down in the ranks,
fainting on account of the heat. The Asiatics complain bitterly that the room at the
Johannesburg Prison, in which they were taken to have their clothing changed on
entering the prison, had its roof and sides so full of vermin that it was impossible to
keep their clothes or hair free from the pest—a state of things due to the age and rotten-
ness of the wood....” This news-item appeared in The Transvaal Leader, 31-1-1908
and this interview therefore took place on February 1, 1908.



29. LETTER TO “INDIAN OPINION”

JOHANNESBURG,
February 2, 1908

Tue Ebprtor
INDIAN OPINION

SIR,

The Association, my fellow-prisoners and I have been flooded
with telegrams of congratulations. Many letters have also been received.
There is no time to send individual replies. May I, therefore, on behalf
of my associates and myself convey, through the columns of this journal,
our thanks to all those who sent telegrams and letters. I request to be
excused for not sending individual replies. Moreover, I hope and pray
to the Almighty that, should the occasion arise again, the Indians who
went to prison this time, as also other Indians, will do what the former
did for the sake of Truth and for the sake of our motherland.

I remain etc.,
Mouanpas KARAMCHAND GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

30. SPEECH AT MEETING OF BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION!

[ JoHANNESBURG]

I have worked and will continue to work as a passive resister, which
means that I must fear no one but God. Some persons are threatening
to resort to violence if the community agrees to give the ten finger-
prints. I must tell these persons that I myself gave my finger-prints
twice while in gaol. If violence is to be used against anyone, let it be
first used against me. I will not lodge a complaint with the magistrate
on that score. Rather, I shall thank the person who assaults me, grateful
for the blow from one of my brethren and feel honoured by it. The
responsibility for whatever has happened is mine as it will be for whatever
happens in the future. No one therefore but myself is to be blamed for
any of the things [that have happened]. I wish not to be proud of
being the leader of the community nor do I claim any credit for that;
I wish only to remain a servant. I shall feel joy in rendering whatever
service I can to the community. It is my duty to make public the true

1 Held at Johannesburg on February 2, 1908 with Essop Mia in the chair
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state of affairs; that is what I have always done. If, under the new
law, I were asked to take out the register by only signing my name,
I would have refused to do so. Once the new law is withdrawn, I hold
that it will be in keeping with our dignity to take out the register
voluntarily. Our pledge has been honoured and the demand that we
insisted upon has been conceded which means that we shall be
treated as men. No one else knows about the law as much as I do
and can explain it as well as I. I do not say this out of pride; only
because whatever explanation I give will be correct to the best of
my judgment. I am thoroughly familiar with all that has happened
since 1903. There is only one task we have accomplished through
the fight, and that is to have prepared the ground. What remains now
is to construct a building on it. We have now to decide what kind
of a building we shall construct and how. It is not yet settled that digit-
impressions will have to be given. However, it is only through our own
free choice that we will give them, if at all. I am doing my best in this
matter as I said on an earlier occasion as well. I wish to repeat that
whatever we do now is to be kept private; we must not make a fuss in
public about all this. We stand to lose to the extent that we do. We
must behave with the utmost humility. The courage we have shown
in joining the movement against the Government is bound to be rewarded.
And we must continue to act with the same courage. I am doing nothing
for the community for the sake of reward or fame. Everything I do
is as a matter of duty, and I shall continue to do so in future. If anyone
wants legal advice, my office is always open. And I shall give the best
advice I can. You may accept or reject it as you think best. I am
always with the community. I have explained the question about the
law, but further elucidation will appear in the Opinion, which may be
referred to.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

31. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI!

JOHANNESBURG,
February 5, 1908
MY DEAR MAGANLAL,

I had intended to write to you in Gujarati, but I cannot. I have
seen your letter. It was good that you sent a full account. It was your
duty. [These] things cannot affect me, at any rate seriously, as they
will affect you, for two reasons: (1) because I am [much inured] and

1 This letter is damaged at places.
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seasoned; (2) because being at a distance I can take a proper perspective.
The discontent in Durban does not affect me or disturb me in the slightest
degree. I did not expect it in such vehe[mence]; but neither is it
unexpected, if you could perceive the difference between the two
expressions. I am fully prepared for it, for the simple and sole reason
that, while I have utilized all the help received and promised, I have
never placed unflinching reliance on any such helps. At best, I have
treated them as so many instruments through which God, otherwise
Truth, has worked. Have I not noticed times without number that
particular men have been [faithful] only in so far as it was necessary
for them to serve Truth unconsciously [for] not having had it in them
they have fallen away as scales do from trees as soon as their protective
[function is] finished. In so far as you al[low] these events to beat you
to the extent [they] have, you have not assimil[ated them] and you
have not understood [the chasten]ing effect of suffering.

What does it matter...to me if even the few who un[derstand]
the real struggle were to turn round...I not say! on the establishment. ..
settlement that a time might come when every vestige of support might
[be] withdrawn from us? Even then, we [will] continue to do our
duty unflinchingly, undismayed, and without being morose. That
time has not come, but those who are prepared for the worst can always
philosophically take the intermediate stages. You should, therefore,
hear these things and let them pass away from your minds as water from
a duck’s back. I know you do not need replies to several of these questions
raised by the people there. [There is] not one which I have not
cons[idered] which I did not provide for to the [best of] my ability.
I hope this will [find you all] right.

I wish I could pay a visit to Pheenix and see you all, but that cannot
be yet. However, I might be able to do so in a month’s time.

Never omit to give me full details of everything that may go on
there even if it may be simple.

Yours sincerely,
MoOHANDAS

[PS.]
Share this letter with the others. Ask me about what you cannot
follow.

From the handwritten original signed by Gandhiji with a Gujarati postscript
in his hand: S.N. 4794. Courtesy: Chhaganlal Gandhi

1 “and not stay”?



32. HUMILITY

There is an Indian proverb that “‘the more the mango tree flourishes,
the more it droops’. There can be no gainsaying the fact that Indians
in the Transvaal have come out of their struggle with honour, and,
what is more, without their sacred resolution having been broken. The
suffering that they have gone through must be taken as a necessary
process of purification.

The compromise contemplates the ultimate repeal of the Act,
which was the soul of the objection. The voluntary registration which
has been offered often has now been accepted, and the condition stated
in the dignified, yet humble, letter written by Messrs Gandhi, Quinn
and Naidoo is that the Act is not to apply to those who voluntarily
register themselves. The Government receive all they wanted in the
way of identification, so that each party gets the substance it was striving
for. Looked at in that light, the compromise reflects credit alike on
the Government and on the Indian community. The Government
have shown their strength in having even at the eleventh hour recognized
the necessity of consulting Indian sentiment. The much-discussed
finger-prints remain, though in an elastic manner, and their acceptance
by the Indian community shows not only its prudence, but it shows
that the Indian objection has never centred round finger-prints.

We must decline to call this compromise a victory for Indians.
That were an abuse of terms, but, if it be at all applicable in
this connection, the victory is for Truth. Indians have always stated,
and rightly so, that this was a religious fight. People who only give
a superficial meaning to the word religion, have failed to see any in the
Indian struggle, but Indians themselves have thought otherwise. They
undertook it in the name of God, and they have to humble themselves
before Him for having received sufficient strength to come through
the ordeal.

Moreover, Indians have little reason to glory over the compromise,
but every incentive to walk humbly, because the work of a different
and higher type has only just commenced. The community has, of
its own asking, been put upon its trial. Instead of the law requiring
it on pain of suffering the penalties, they have incurred a moral and,
therefore, a higher obligation by offering the Government every facility
for identifying all Indians entitled to reside in the Transvaal. It is,
therefore, now constructive work, and, whilst the community has proved
itself capable of carrying on in an orderly, peaceful and perfectly
courteous manner, the necessary work of destruction, it has now to show
that it is capable of solid and substantial constructive work. When it
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has proved itself worthy of the confidence reposed in it, the Indian
community may have reason to congratulate itself, and will certainly
have risen very high indeed in the estimation of all thoughtful men.

Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

33. VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION

We have been informed that the work of voluntary registration
for all the Indians in the Transvaal and which has been accepted by
the Government commences in right earnest on Monday next, the 10th
instant, at Johannesburg, in the Old Dutch Church, Von Brandis Square,
from 9 o’clock in the morning, except on the first day, when it will be
from 10 o’clock. Due information will be given with reference to regis-
tration in other places, and it is stated that, except in Pretoria and
Johannesburg, the receiving of applications will be left in the hands of
the magistrates in the different parts.

The form of registration certificate and the form of application
have been considerably changed, in order to suit the new situation. Every
adult male Indian should present himself for registration, and all those
who are entitled to receive the certificate will be registered. Roughly,
those who are in possession of permits bona fide issued to them, and those
who are in possession of old Dutch registration certificates, being their
property, and all children who entered the country openly when they
were under the age of 16 years will be registered. The following may
be, to all intents and purposes, laid down as the rule regarding the
methods of identification:

(a) At the discretion of the Registrar, signatures, that is to say
signatures well formed, bearing the impress of the signatory and not a
mere tracing of letters, will be accepted in place of finger-prints from
those who may possess property qualifications, or may be otherwise known
as residents of the Transvaal.

(b) Signatures in place of finger-prints will be accepted from those
who possess educational qualification sufficient to satisfy the test under
the Immigrants’ Restriction Act.

(c) Those who have any real or conscientious objections to giving
ten finger-prints, and who do not fall under either of the above clauses,
may be allowed to give thumb-prints instead of digit-impressions.

Whilst all these are very liberal concessions, in our opinion, it
will be more becoming of the Indian community not to take advantage
of them. The main point having been secured, we are of opinion that
everyone should give digit-impressions without the slightest hesitation.
In any case, the leaders who have a right not to give finger-prints should
be the first to waive it and offer to give those impressions, so as to facilitate
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the work of identification, and make the process easier for the Govern-
ment. We believe that the Indian community will show its real dignity
by making as limited a use of the concession as possible. We understand
that Messrs Essop Mia, Gandhi, and others who have been closely
identified with the struggle, have decided not to claim the concession.

Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

34. TRIUMPH OF TRUTH

“With an even mind face happiness and unhappiness, gain and
loss, victory and defeat, and so join battle, thou son of Prithu; thou shalt
incur no sin thereby.”’!

The Transvaal Indians, we believe, have emerged completely
victorious. They struggled for 16 months. All the sections [of the
Indian community] have become united. Indians all over South Africa
were roused. Their pledge about gaol-going has been fulfilled. And
the settlement followed with unexpected speed. It is a miracle that
the prison doors opened before the term of imprisonment had expired.
We shall not come across many instances of this kind in world history.
The Government has placed great confidence in the Indian community
and an equally heavy measure of responsibility. The demand of the
Indian community has been accepted, namely, that the law should not
apply to them. The words, “the law should not apply to them”, need
to be carefully understood. An oath was taken in September 1906
not to submit to the law. Submission to the law was the only issue at
that time. The regulations made under it in July [1907] did not then
exist.2 The Government has now promised not to apply the law to
Indians on the condition that the objective of the law should be secured
by the Indians themselves acting of their free will, that is, without the
compulsion of that law. This condition means voluntary registration.
The Indian community has time and again offered to register on its
own. The Government has now at last accepted the proposal and agreed
not to apply the new law to those who register voluntarily. This means
that the law will remain valid only for the blacklegs; alternatively there
may be another law applicable to all.

When the movement started, there were quite a few weak-minded
Indians who argued, “The laws of the State are inviolable’’; *“It is like
running one’s head against a wall’’; “It will do if the Government makes
a few changes in the law’’; “It is madness to resist the Government”
and so on. Those who argued in this manner showed little faith in Khuda-
Ishwar, swayed as they were by greed for money or other unworthy

1 Bhagavad Gita, Ch. II, v. 38
2 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 82-4.
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temptations. The selfsame law is now about to fall apart. It has not
gone yet, but the Indians who were imprisoned have been released
with the assurance that it will go. All the newspapers, without an ex-
ception, are astonished. The whites are dumbfounded and wonder how
all this came about.

We consider this a victory for truth. We do not claim that every
Indian adhered to truth in the course of the struggle. Nor do we claim
that no one thought of his own interests during the campaign. We
do, however, assert that this was a fight on behalf of truth, and that
most of the leaders fought with scrupulous regard for truth. That is
why there has been such a wonderful result. Truth is God, or God is
nothing but Truth. We come across this idea in every religion. It
is a divine law that he who serves that Truth—that God—will never
suffer defeat. Sometimes men of truth appear to have failed, but that
is no more than a fleeting appearance. In reality they are not defeated.
When the result is not as we wanted it to be, we tend to think we
have failed. But that which appears a defeat to us is often but victory
itself. There are thousands of such instances [in history]. If, with
some measure of truth on our side, we strive for a certain result and
fail, the blame does not lie with truth but with us. If a particular result
does not serve our good, God will not grant it, however much we may
desire it. That is why we quote above a verse from the Gita, which says
that we must fight on, with an equal mind, through happiness and
unhappiness, gain and loss. If we do so, we shall incur no sin. This
is a time-honoured solution. With that key, we shall be able to open
the most unyielding of locks. He who fights in this manner will fight
only in the name of God. He will give no thought to success or failure.
He is pledged only to the great task of serving Truth, doing his duty
in the name of God. The outcome itself is in the hands of the Lord
Almighty.

If this is a victory for truth, it is also a victory for satyagraha. Every
Indian should by now be convinced that satyagraha, or passive resistance,
is an infallible remedy. It can cure the most dangerous of ailments.
Our success should lead at least to one result, namely, that we make full
use of satyagraha. Only it should be used on proper occasions, and
the people should remain united. It must also be realized that there
are evils to which satyagraha cannot be applied. It can be effective
only in situations where we are required to act positively. For instance,
if the Government does not allow us to acquire land, satyagraha will
be of no avail. If, however, it forbids us from walking along a certain
foot-path, or asks us to shift to Locations, or seeks to prevent us from
carrying on trade, we can resort to satyagraha. That is, if we are required
to do anything which violates our religion or insults our manhood,
we can administer the invaluable physic of satyagraha. There is one
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condition, however, to be observed, if the remedy is to be effective:
we should be prepared collectively to accept hardships.

Some persons may well feel that all this is empty talk. What victory
has there been to talk about? Here we are yielding on the question
of giving digit-impressions. I am afraid that those who argue like this
do not know the true position. This was not a struggle against digit-
impressions. Once the law is gone, there is no harm in our having to
give the ten finger-prints. The giving of finger-prints is not in itself a
disgraceful thing. But under the new law giving anything whatever
is objectionable. There is no humiliation in polishing a friend’s shoes
as a gesture or of our free will. But polishing shoes out of fear, when
ordered to do so, would amount to demeaning ourselves as menials.
In other words, whether a particular thing is good or bad depends on
the context. We know that there are many Indians who have mistakenly
assumed that our campaign is against the giving of ten finger-prints. But
such Indians should realize that there is no humiliation in giving ten
finger-prints when not compelled by the law. Doing so certainly does
not amount to a violation of our pledge. At the moment of writing it
is not finally settled that the digit-impressions will be asked for. Every
effort is being made to ensure that they will not be. But it is our duty
to place the matter before the people in the proper perspective. Digit-
impressions whether or not they are required should not lead to any
difficulty. It is essential to present a correct idea of the object of this
campaign.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

35. TO THOSE WHO SUBMITTED TO THE OBNOXIOUS LAW

We have been describing blacklegs as black-faced people. That
was done deliberately and without anger. It was our duty to do so.
We did not, however, use that description with any ill-will, only we
felt grieved because of our love for them.

The time to call anyone a black-faced person is now over. It was
necessary to draw public attention to their conduct by way of warning.
Now that the struggle is at an end, it will be improper to use any such
description. We shall therefore stop writing in that manner and also
advise the people who remained free not to feel angry with those who
submitted to the outrageous law, and, forgetting their lapse, to put
an end to the estrangement that has grown. They are brothers of
other Indians, belong to the same land and have the same blood as other
Indians have. [A block of ] water cannot be cloven asunder by the stroke
of a stick; similarly we cannot be separated from one another.
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To those who accepted the outrageous law, we would suggest that
they admit their mistake in all humility and be reconciled with the
community. They should pray to God to forgive them their mistake,
and should such an occasion recur, act with strength.

The suggestion about building a Federation Hall has been revived.
If such a hall is built, these persons can offer much help. While the
whole community has suffered hardships and heavy losses, those who
submitted to the outrageous law have made money. In any case, they
submitted to the law for the sake of money. It is therefore only proper
that they should offer a large and adequate subscription towards the
cost of the Federation Hall.

This suggestion of ours is not to be forced on them. That will
not bring about any sincere repentance. Their donation will have
grace only if they offer it with sincere concern for the benefit of the
community or the country. We hope that the Memons who behaved
with courage and upheld the honour of the community and the Memons
from outside the Transvaal will explain to others who have submitted
to the law what their duty is; and similarly persons belonging to the
other communities who took out the registers [under the compulsion
of the law] should also be approached by members of their respective
communities as also by other Indians.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

36. RITCH’S GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

It is impossible to evaluate Mr. Ritch’s services, but it can be asserted
that we would not have been successful but for his help and that of others.
We suggest that the Indian community should adequately express its
appreciation of his work. Indeed it is the duty of the community to
do so. At the present moment Mr. Ritch’s duty is really by Mrs. Ritch’s
bedside. He has instead remained at his post without a moment’s
respite. 'The value of such self-sacrifice cannot be exaggerated.
Mr. Ritch being a poor person, we think the best way would be to
offer him a cash present.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908



37. WHY NOT IN GOLDEN LETTERS?

We earlier commented on a letter from “Rasik’ saying that, when
Indians returned from their pilgrimage to the ‘“‘gaol-palace’ and success
had been won, we would think of printing Indian Opinion in golden
letters. Now the question has been raised again by some of our readers,
[but] we do not think that our victory is yet complete. From one point
of view, of course, it has been a real victory. That is, the conditions
of satyagraha have been fulfilled, the gaol gates have opened and an
agreement has been reached for registration outside the framework
of the law, which, if carried out, would mean the end of the law. Two
things therefore remain for the future. We need not be unduly flattered
by the fact that the Government has trusted us; the real victory will
be ours when Indians prove themselves worthy of the trust. We have
done good spade-work, namely, the clearing of the ground and the
digging for the foundations. It remains to be seen what kind of super-
structure we can build. The Government has placed in our hands
the key to the repeal of the law. We shall have achieved complete
success when we use that key and when the law has in fact been repealed.
It is only now that we are faced with the really difficult work. It will
call for strenuous effort. There will be need for greater patience and the
utmost honesty. Let us see whether or not we are capable of these.
Some Indians ask whether the Government may not in spite of all refuse
to repeal the law even after we have registered ourselves voluntarily.
We think this doubt needless. For, what if Indians do not honour their
word? That is in fact the more important question to ask. We have to
go through voluntary registration in the manner prescribed by the
rules. Everyone should think, not of self-interest, but the interests of
the community as a whole, and register as quickly as possible.
Furthermore, only those who are really entitled to do so should take
out registers. No one should attempt to gain any illegitimate advantage
[out of the situation]. We sincerely wish to see that no Indian is proved
dishonest and that all the applications for registration are passed without
exception. The glorious success that Indians will achieve then, the
hosts of heaven will come down to watch. The law will then automatically
stand cancelled, and that will be the time to accept the suggestion for
printing Indian Opinion in golden letters.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908



38. JFOHANNESBURG LETTER!

WuaTt Does CoMprROMISE MEAN?

On January 29, Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Quinn addressed
a letter? to General Smuts from the Johannesburg Gaol.

RErPLY FROM GENERAL SmuTs?

PRrRETORIA,
January 30, 1908
GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s
date addressed to the Colonial Secretary in which you tender voluntary regis-
tration of all Indians and Chinese legally resident in the Transvaal and entitled
to register. The Colonial Secretary instructs me to say that he appreciates the
wisdom of the step you have taken in response to his repeated public declarations
that if the Asiatics in the Transvaal volunteer to register in a body an opportunity
for registration should be given them. You have correctly set out the legal
position in your letter and in default of registration under the Act which is no
longer possible after the expiration of the notices the Colonial Secretary can
only accept registration in a form similar to that prescribed by the Act and
subject, as regards the regulations, to the small alterations you mention, and
lay the matter before Parliament at its next session. In the meantime the
penalties of the Act will not be enforced against those who do register, and the
Colonial Secretary accepts your assurance that you will use your influence
with your compatriots to make this registration effective and final.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
E. M. GoORGEs,
AcTING AssISTANT COLONIAL SECRETARY

WuaTt LETTERS MEAN

Both of them are political documents. It was due to the efforts
of Mr. Cartwright, editor of The Transvaal Leader [that these letters
were exchanged]. Mr. Cartwright has himself suffered imprisonment
for reasons of conscience. That is why he has since remained indefatig-
able in his support of the Indian cause. He obtained special permission

1 Two items under this title dated January 18 and 25, 1908 are not by Gandhiji,
as he was in jail during the period, and these have not been reproduced in the volume.

2 For the English text of the letter, vide “Letter to Colonial Secretary”, pp. 40-2.

3 This is reproduced from the English section of Indian Opinion, 11-7-1908.
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from the Government to meet Mr. Gandhi in gaol and visited him twice.
The first meeting took place on Tuesday, the 21st. In the course of
that meeting it was agreed between the two that the new law should
be repealed during the following session of Parliament and that the
Indian community should immediately take out registers voluntarily.
The agreement was also put down in writing. Mr. Cartwright then
met the leaders of the Progressive Party. While accepting the suggestion,
they asked that the Indians should write a letter from gaol volunteering
to register. Mr. Cartwright himself drafted a letter to that effect and
brought it to gaol on the 28th.! The draft petition did not, however,
say categorically that the new law would not apply to those who registered
voluntarily, and it was moreover on behalf of the Indians alone. It
did not furthermore safeguard the interests of those who are outside
the Transvaal at present, and included children under the age of sixteen
[for purposes of voluntary registration]. Mr. Gandhi therefore proposed
changes on both these points. On Mr. Cartwright appearing hesitant,
Mr. Gandhi told him that, if these were not accepted, Indians would
prefer to continue in gaol. Visibly touched, Mr. Cartwright said,
“Well, you must make whatever changes you want. You are fighting
for truth. The changes you propose are reasonable, and necessary for
your self-respect. If Mr. Smuts does not accept them, I shall myself
oppose him, and I also hope to turn the Progressive Party against him.”
After these changes had been made, Mr. Quinn and Mr. Naidoo, who
had done excellent work [for the campaign], were called in. They
both approved the letter? and signed it. It was signed at 12-30 p.m.
Mr. Cartwright left with the letter for Pretoria by the 2-30 train on
the same day. At five in the afternoon he rang up to say that General
Smuts had accepted [the terms of] the letter. He had asked for per-
mission to alter one word, which was given. It seemed obvious then that
Indians would be released soon.

OT1HER CONDITIONS

There are some things that can be put down in writing, and for
others one has to rely on oral understanding. That is what has happened
in regard to this compromise. It was conveyed to the Government
through Mr. Cartwright that efforts should be made to reinstate all
the Indians who had been relieved of their posts in the Government and
that the Indian community should be consulted about the form of the
new registration certificate. Mr. Cartwright informed us over the
telephone that General Smuts would not commit himself on the question

L Cf. Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXI, where Gandhiji says that the compromise
letter was either ‘‘drafted or approved of by General Smuts”.
2 Vide ‘““Letter to Colonial Secretary”, pp. 40-2.
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of [reinstating] the Government servants but that he had agreed to
do his best; as for the form of the register, he agreed to consult [the
Indian community]. The proposed registration would not be under
the law, and the Indian community would also be consulted as to how
it should be legalized.

VisiT To PRETORIA

On Thursday, the 30th, the Governor of the prison received an
order to arrange for Mr. Gandhi to be taken to Pretoria. He was
accordingly escorted to Pretoria by Superintendent Vernon. The
Government had made the necessary arrangement for his meal on the
way. Everything was to be confidential. The train was therefore stopped
before it actually reached Pretoria for Mr. Gandhi to alight lest he
should be noticed by the ever-vigilant pickets at Pretoria. Mr. Gandhi
went to the Colonial Office, accompanied by Mr. Lane and Superintendent
Bates. It should be remembered that he was still a prisoner. The
meeting with General Smuts took place exactly at 12 noon. General
Smuts said: “Personally I have nothing against the Indian community.
The demands you have made in your letter are rather excessive, but
the Government proposes to accept them. What the form of the regis-
tration certificate should be and how the registration should be
legalized will be considered later. Of course, this registration will be
outside the new law. But I suggest that your people do not discuss this
matter in public. If you do, you yourself will stand to lose. For my
people will turn against me.”” When Mr. Gandhi referred to the question
of finger-impressions, he said: “If finger-impressions are found necessary,
you will have to give them. You have already said that your resistance
is not directed against these. However, of this too, we shall talk later.”
He then added: “My second suggestion is that you should not harass
the blacklegs.” Mr. Gandhi replied: “It should not be necessary for
you to make any recommendation on this point. We are convinced
that they have made a mistake; however, they are our brethren, our
own flesh and blood. It cannot be the wish of any decent Indian to
harass them. [On the contrary] it will be the duty of every thoughtful
Indian to restrain those who are over-enthusiastic in this regard.” There
were other things that were discussed besides, but these need not be
reported here. A meeting of the Cabinet was then called, and the
draft reply reproduced above in translation was given to Mr. Gandhi
after it had been approved by the Cabinet, and Mr. Gandhi was then
set free.

IMmpPLICATION

This compromise implies that the offer of voluntary registration
made by the Indian community has been accepted in full. This
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registration will not be under the law; it will be outside that law,
which will therefore not apply to such registration. There is no need
to withdraw the Gazette notice regarding the registration for, since the
time-limit is over, the notice is already invalid.

WHAT ABoUT LICENCES?

The notice about licences stands, and it has therefore been agreed
that, except the blacklegs, all Indians may carry on trade without
licences for the time being. They will get licences after the new regis-
tration is legalized, and meanwhile no one will be prosecuted for trading
without a licence.

WHAT ABOUT FINGER-IMPRESSIONS?

“Ten impressions if you give, humbled will your manhood be.”
Will Mr. Gandhi, forgetting the songs that were then sung, now advise
the giving of finger-impressions? Mr. Gandhi has answered this, and
repeats the reply, “Yes, I do give such advice. Our campaign is not
against finger-prints but against the law. It is enough that we will
not have to submit to the law. It will be disgraceful to give signatures
under the law, but as long as we do not submit to it, we may give finger-
prints, and more, without disgrace. The song above was about the
law. Finger-impressions and suchlike were only symbols of that law.
A prisoner is recognized by the dress he wears. In a ditty about that
prisoner we may describe his shirt; but the same dress, donned by a
gentleman because he chooses to or by an Englishman at a fancy-dress
ball, does not make either of them a prisoner.”

Mr. Gandhi and other Indians deserve credit for having given
18 digit-impressions while in gaol. They did no wrong in giving them.
In fact, it would have been wrong of them to have refused to give
them. The paper on which the impressions were given, if available,
would be worth framing. For going to gaol amounted to opening the
door for the eventual freedom of Indians. Whatever happened in gaol
should therefore be welcomed, if it was otherwise reasonable.

A silken cord can be used to hang a man. When it is so used it
will become an object of fear. But the same cord can be used for stringing
a necklace, and then it becomes an ornament.

It is not yet finally settled that ten finger-prints will have to be
given. The matter is still under discussion. If, however, we are required
to give them in return for the repeal of the law, it would be childish to
fight against the provision. It would be like running after a fire-fly
in preference to the sun.

Moreover, [the system of ] ten finger-prints has now been introduced
for the whites also under the immigration law, and one cannot stress
the point. It should normally have been needless to go into all this.
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But then the matter is being discussed by several persons. Hence these
detailed explanations.

EpucATED PERSONsS AND PERSONS OF STANDING

The discretion vested in officials to accept signatures by educated
persons and persons of standing, such as businessmen, is an additional
point about [this system of ] voluntary registration. This was not added
at Mr. Gandhi’s instance, but was included in the draft put before
him. As it was not considered desirable to forgo this [benefit], it was
allowed to remain. It appears reasonable that educated persons should
be allowed to sign their names [for purposes of identification]; because
the decision as to who is educated cannot be made at the discretion of
the official. But allowing a man of standing to sign, even if he
is uneducated, is quite improper. The fact that the decision as to who
is a man of standing will be made by the official carries with it a suggestion
of slavery. I therefore advise people not to avail themselves of this
concession. Whatever we get as a matter of right is welcome, but it
is wrong to accept anything as a favour. I do not mean to say that there
should be no distinction between good and bad, between the poor and
the rich, but such distinctions should not be left to the discretion of
an official.

Tue EnxD

On leaving the Colonial Office, Mr. Gandhi was allowed to go
to Johannesburg. The watchful pickets, having come to know of this,
had surrounded the Colonial Office. They were told by Superintendent
Bates that Mr. Gandhi had left. But they refused to believe that
Mr. Gandhi could have left without their knowledge, for they had been
guarding all the exits. And thus it happened that Mr. Gandhi met
the pickets as soon as he came out. He informed them that every Indian
would be set free on Friday and asked them to convey the information
to the others.

MibpNicHT MEETING

Mr. Abdulla sent a telegram to Mr. Essop Mia asking him and
Mr. Polak to receive Mr. Gandhi who was arriving at Park Station by
the last train. Only Mr. Essop Mia and Mr. Aswat were there to receive
him, most of the other Indians having gone to the Indian mosque. A
meeting was held in the precincts at midnight attended by about a
thousand people. Mr. Gandhi told them to go about their work quietly
without noisy demonstrations or processions. The reporter of the
Leader, who was present, promised not to publish a report of the meeting.
Everyone agreed that they were only concerned with the result, and that
there was no need for any celebrations. People felt extremely happy.
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Prison GaTEs OPEN

The prison gates opened at 12 noon on Friday. All over the
Transvaal, Indians who had been arrested in connection with the law
or for carrying on trade without licences have been released. Almost
all that happened was reported in the newspapers. Everyone was
surprised and the whites, too, were happy. Telegrams were sent to
the Association congratulating the [released] prisoners. There must
have been more than a hundred of them. There is no need to reproduce
their names here. In any case, there is hardly any space for them. These
telegrams included one each from Porbandar, Aden and England. Some
of these were from whites, and a large number of them called in per-
son at the Office [of the Association] to offer congratulations to the
Indian community.

CONSENT OF PROGRESSIVE PARTY

Before accepting this compromise, Mr. Smuts had obtained the
consent of the Progressive Party. He wrote the following letter! to Sir
George Farrar? on the 27th:

DeAR SiR GEORGE FARRAR,

Will you kindly consult your friends to see whether there would be any
objection to registration being re-opened for Asiatics and the chance being given
them to register voluntarily, as they desire to do, and to dispense with finger-
prints in the case of educated or well-known Indians? It is probable that
Parliamentary ratification of such registration will have to take place, and in
the meantime the penalties under the Act will not be enforced against those
who register voluntarily. I understand that Asiatics may be willing to make
such an offer to Government, and before closing with it we should like to have
your concurrence in so doing.

Yours sincerely,

J. C. Smuts
In reply, Sir George Farrar wrote on the 30th as follows:3
Dear MR. Smurs,

I am in receipt of your letter of January 27, and have communicated its
contents to my friends.

From it we extract certain questions or suggestions, which I append together
with our replies.

QUESTION No. l: Is there any objection to Registration being re-opened for

1 & 3 Both the letter and the reply are reproduced from the English section of
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908.

2 Sir George Herbert Farrar (1859-1915); Chairman, East Rand Proprietary
Mines; Member of the Transvaal Legislative Council both before and after Respon-
sible Government
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Asiatics and the chance being given them to register voluntarily as they desire
to do?

ANsWER: No, provided time is limited.

QUESTION No. 2: Is there any objection to dispense with finger-prints in
the case of educated or well-known Indians?

ANSWER: No, provided that other adequate evidence of identity be forth-
coming.

QUESTION No. 3: Is there any objection to the penalties not being enforced
in the meantime against those who voluntarily register?

ANSWER: No.

Am I to understand from the concluding sentence of your letter that the
Government do not intend to make the above concessions unless they are
satisfied that the Asiatic community is prepared to accept the new position?

I desire to make our position in this matter perfectly clear.

We agreed to the law and adhere to it, and its objects must be secured.
We would, however, point out that as the present regulations were not submitted
to us before promulgation the Government must accept all responsibility in
regard to them.

We feel it essential to success that the law be administered with the least
possible friction, and as far as possible, with due consideration for the responsi-
bilities and difficulties of the Imperial Government. Believe me,

Yours  sincerely,
GEORGE FARRAR

MEeANING OF THESE LETTERS

These letters show that the Progressive Party is not opposed to us.
If one argues that some of these letters do not say categorically that
the new law would be repealed or that it would not apply to those who
volunteer to take out registers, one would not be wholly wrong. But
then the letters have been so drafted as not to shock the whites. However,
the question has been raised as to what would happen if the Government
were to play foul and retain the law in its present form. The question
is easily answered. It is obvious that we are not taking out new registers
under the law. We shall not therefore be bound by it in any way if the
Government does not repeal it. And if it is not repealed, we shall fight
afresh, and the strength that we shall have gained over these three
months will stand us in good stead. Besides, the Government will be
further disgraced, and in that measure our case will gain in strength.
This is the marvellous beauty of voluntary registration and satyagraha;
the initiative rests with us instead of with the Government.

CoMPLETE UNDERSTANDING

After the foregoing account of the compromise had been written,
there took place another meeting with General Smuts at which all points
were satisfactorily settled.
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1. If the Indian community takes out registers voluntarily, the
new law will be repealed.

2. Voluntary registration will be legalized by a new Bill.

3. Voluntary registration will not apply to children under sixteen
years of age.

4. There will be new forms of application for voluntary registration
and for registration certificates. The register will mention the names of
husband, wife and children and their respective ages.

In the application form for voluntary registration the name of
the mother need not be mentioned but those of children and minors
will be necessary. Children under sixteen years of age will accompany
their parents [to the Registration Office] if they can, so that their ages and
facial marks of identification can be noted down. Those whose children
are outside the Transvaal need only furnish the name and age of each.
If parents ask for separate registers also for their children under sixteen
years of age, these will be granted. It should be remembered therefore
that children who are in the Transvaal must accompany their parents,
if they possibly can, when the latter go to apply for registers.

CONCERNING FINGER-PRINTS

(i) Those who know English well will not be required to give
either finger-prints or thumb-impressions.

(i) Men of standing and those who own property can be exempted
from the giving of finger-prints or thumb-impressions.

(iii) Those who strongly object [on grounds of conscience] to
giving ten finger-prints will be allowed to give thumb-impressions.

(iv) The rest will have to give the ten finger-impressions.

These concessions appear satisfactory. To ask for more will seem
unworthy of the Indian community. Always the respect that a man
enjoys depends on his self-restraint. Even if a thoughtless demand
is conceded, it would be better not to accept the concession. I therefore
advise every Indian not to avail himself of the exemption allowed on
grounds of education or ownership of property. Within reasonable
limits, whatever we do under [this scheme of] voluntary registration
will be a sign of our goodness rather than of disgrace. For instance,
we will be helping the Government to ensure identification of Indians;
we will be giving all the requisite information and more. We can
be sure that by doing so, we shall rise in the esteem of others. That
being so, Mr. Essop Mia, Mr. Gandhi and other satyagrahis have decided
to give digit-impressions. By doing so they will not forfeit their rights;
a right can be kept in reserve. There are rights which, if not enjoyed,
add grace like jewellery, but prove harmful when exercised. A perfect
analogy occurs to me, which I mention here to explain the object of
our struggle. The secret of the law, that is, its essence, can be described
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as its soul. The regulations prescribing finger-prints, etc., can be
compared to its body. The soul of the law being evil, we have been
struggling for months to destroy it. We have succeeded in achieving
that result. That the body survives does not concern us. If the same
body be dwelt in by a good soul instead of an evil one, we shall not
oppose it. Now that the body is to be inhabited by a good soul in the
form of voluntary registration, we shall have no quarrel with the body.
More, we shall even honour that body. The writer (of this article)
means this comparison seriously. This analogy leads to other thoughts
besides. By further elaborating it we can prove beyond doubt that
ours was in fact a holy and religious movement, and a thoughtful person
will easily see that we have achieved full success with unexpected speed.

Wuo CaN BE REGISTERED?

(i) Those who possess valid permits, that is, those whose permits
bear their own thumb-impressions.

(i) Those who were in the Transvaal on May 31, 1902, whether
or not they hold permits.

(iii) Those who hold the Dutch Register obtained by payment
of the £3-tax and who reside at present in the Transvaal.

(iv) All children who entered the country lawfully when they
were under the age of sixteen.

Persons possessing proofs in respect of these will find no difficulty
in obtaining voluntary registers.

WARNING

I have just read two letters published in The Star which are very
critical of the Government. One of them is by one Phillip Hammond.
He says that the Government has yielded to the Indian community on
every point, and therefore Mr. Smuts has no claim to be called a strong
man. Mr. Hammond believes that Indians ought to have been kept
in gaol long enough [to break down their resistance]. The other
person, a white named Mr. Hyman Levy, claims that he cast his vote
for candidates from Mr. Smuts’ party. Angered by the settlement of
the Indian question, he has criticized Mr. Smuts in very strong language.
These letters suggest that, when Parliament meets, Mr. Smuts will find
himself in an awkward position. It would be well for the Indian
community to give careful thought to all this and go through the
registration as quickly as possible in order to convince everyone that
we are playing the game. What the condition of the community will
be in future depends on what they do during the ensuing three months.
I therefore hope that every Indian will think of the interests of the
community as a whole and not only of his own.
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WHEN WiLL Orrice OPEN?

An office will be opened for voluntary registration on Monday
next in Old Church in Von Brandis Square. Those who want to take
out registers voluntarily should present themselves there with the ut-
most despatch. It is our duty to finish this operation with speed.
It has been arranged that there would be no Gazette notice about this,
since it was thought that that would be more in keeping with our dig-
nity. It is likely that in all the towns except Pretoria registration will be
carried out through magistrates. We have been given three months,
but it will be better if we finish it within a month-and-a-half.

SHOWER OF TELEGRAMS

There has been a veritable shower of telegrams about the release of
prisoners. Telegrams have been received from every part of South
Africa. In all, 150 of them appear to have been received. On Friday
and Saturday, it was observed that the messenger came with a telegram
every five minutes. Telegrams also arrived from Aden and India: from
Mr. Kekobad at Aden, from Mr. Hajee Ismail Zaveri at Porbandar,
and from the Bombay Presidency Association under the signature of
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta. Sir Pherozeshah has sent a long telegram,
offering his warmest congratulations to the community and expressing
admiration of its patience, courage and capacity for self-sacrifice.

HerLp rroM WHITES

The help received from whites in the Transvaal campaign has
been beyond all expectations. Valuable help was given by prominent
whites, such as Mr. Cartwright, Mr. David Pollock, Mr. Phillips!,
Mr. Doke? and Mr. Stent, editor of Pretoria News. Some of them were
prepared to go with us to the very end. There were hundreds of
other whites who wanted to help, though we did not hear anything of
them. The increased support for our cause in England shows that
there were persons in that country also, who were prepared to fight for
truth. The Indian community must bear this in mind and give up its
anger against the whites. We are often thoughtless enough to say that
the whites can have nothing good in them. But this is patent folly.
Mankind is one, and even if a few whites make the mistake of consider-
ing themselves different from us, we must not follow them in that error.

I Rev. Charles Phillips; Congregational minister. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa,
Ch. XXIII.

2 Rev. Joseph J. Doke (1861-1913); minister of Johannesburg Baptist Church; was
willing to resign if his pro-Indian sympathies were unacceptable to his congregation;
edited Indian Opinion during Gandhiji’s and Polak’s absence in jail in 1911; ‘“‘died in
the pursuit of his holy calling in Rhodesia”. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXII.
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FepErRAaTION HALL

A meeting of the [British Indian] Association was held on Wednes-
day and it was resolved to raise a fund for meeting the cost of the
Federation Hall and for other expenditure. It was decided to print
tickets of ten shillings each and to request everyone to contribute at
least that much. Those who can afford it should of course give more.
I shall write of this at greater length next week. I hope that every-
one will help as best he can.

CARTOON ON VICTORY

In our issue of the 11th, we reproduced a cartoon from the Sunday
Times representing the Transvaal Government as a steam-roller which
was up against an elephant—the Indian community.! The paper has
now published a sequel? showing the wrecked steam-roller, and
General Smuts, lying on the ground amidst the ruins of his chair,
miserable, looking unhappily at the elephant. He is wearing a convict’s
cap. The elephant seems pleased with himself as he surveys the
wreckage and, with his trunk raised to General Smuts, inquires,
“Everybody happy?” Mr. Gandhi, as mahout, has his digits extended
fan-wise at the extremity of his nose, as much as to ask General
Smuts, “So you have had a taste of digit-impressions?’’ Underneath
the cartoon is the caption: ‘Picture of Colonial Secretary Receiving
Mr. Gandhi’s Digit-impressions’.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

39. LETTER TO FRIENDS

JOHANNESBURG,
February 10, 1908

MY DEAR FRIENDS,

I am well in the brotherly and sisterly hands of Mr. and Mrs. Doke.
I hope to take up my duty shortly.

Those who have committed the act did not know what they were
doing. They thought that I was doing what was wrong. They have
had their redress in the only manner they know. I, therefore, request
that no steps be taken against them.

Seeing that the assault was committed by a Mahomedan or
Mahomedans, the Hindus might probably feel hurt. If so, they would

1 Vide illustration facing p. 32.
2 Vide illustration facing p. 80.
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put themselves in the wrong before the world and their Maker.
Rather let the blood spilt today cement the two communities indis-
solubly—such is my heartfelt prayer. May God grant it.

Assault or no assault, my advice remains the same. The large
majority of Asiatics ought to give finger-prints. Those who have real
conscientious scruples will be exempted by the Government. To ask
for more would be to show ourselves as children.

The spirit of passive resistance, rightly understood, should make the
people fear none and nothing but God—no cowardly fear, therefore,
should deter the vast majority of sober-minded Indians from doing
their duty. The promise of repeal of the Act against voluntary registra-
tion having been given, it is the sacred duty of every good Indian
to help the Government and the Colony to the uttermost.

I am,
Your faithful friend and servant,
M. K. GaNDHI

Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

40. A DIALOGUE ON THE COMPROMISE

We find many questions being asked about the compromise
that has been arrived at. People are saying all kinds of things and
some ignorant persons even refer to what is obviously a triumph as if
it were a defeat. It is our considered opinion that the Transvaal
Indians’ victory goes so deep that every Indian should understand
its real significance. We therefore answer most of the questions [sent
to us] in the form of a dialogue. There are two kinds of readers: first,
those who pretend to be asleep, that is to say, those who read not indeed
to be enlightened but with malicious intent and in order to pick
holes; the other kind are those who really fail to see the point and are
therefore truly asleep. This dialogue is addressed only to the
second kind. We can wake up those who are asleep. As for the
others who feign sleep nothing can be done. The imaginary dialogue
is between a reader and the editor. We advise every reader to read
through it carefully several times over.

PrREFACE

READER: Mr. Editor, I want to ask you some questions about your
articles on the compromise. May I?

EDITOR: By all means, do. It is our duty to instruct and enlighten
our readers to the best of our understanding. Our object is to serve the
community, and this we can do only if we clear up readers’ doubts to
their satisfaction.
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I should like to remind you of one thing before you ask any
questions. An answer, they say, has no meaning except for one who
is equipped to understand it. For instance, if anyone asks a question
about multiplication and division while knowing nothing of addition
and subtraction, he is not equipped to understand the answer. In the
same way, you should have the following qualifications for asking ques-
tions: you should ask them in the presence of God, with sincere and
patriotic intention. If you do, you will have no difficulty in follow-
ing the answers. This condition applies to us no less. In fact, ours
is the greater responsibility, and we are obliged to observe those
conditions the more scrupulously. That is, whatever you ask us we
will answer sincerely with a patriotic regard for the country’s welfare
and in the presence of God. Now you may ask your questions.

How Canx It BE CALLED VICTORY?

READER: You say that the Transvaal Indians have won a com-
plete victory and also that they have got more than they demanded.
I do not follow this very well.

EDITOR: You will have to go through some of the back numbers
of Indian Opinion. If you look into them carefully, you will find that
the Indians demanded the annulment of the law and, in return,
offered voluntarily to register themselves. The monster petition which
carried five thousand! signatures put forward the same condition.
There was no question at any time of setting our face against volun-
tary registration even if it were to take the form prescribed under the
law. Now the Government has accepted the offer of voluntary regis-
tration in writing, saying that the law will be repealed if we register
on our own initiative. We feel that this, by itself, would have been a
complete victory for us. According to the terms of the compromise,
however, due account will be taken of the status of educated persons
and of men of standing who register on their own. Moreover, [the
right to] voluntary registration will also be allowed to future Indian
immigrants into the Transvaal. And finally, those who have been reliev-
ed of their posts in the Government will most probably be reinstated.

VoLUNTARY VERSUS COMPULSORY REGISTRATION

READER: I am still confused about the difference between volun-
tary and compulsory registration. And I know that there are also
others who see no difference. Do please explain.

EDITOR: I am not surprised at your being unable to understand
this. The law brought compulsion to bear on us to make us register;

1 Actually the number was 4,522. Vide Vol. VII, p. 320.
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that was humiliating. So much for compulsory registration. But if we
take out the same kind of register of our own free will, that will save us
the dishonour and even show that we are magnanimous. To take an
example. If, by way of service to a friend, I wash his feet or carry
his bed-pan, that will strengthen our friendship, give me an inner
satisfaction and win for me the good opinion of others. Another, al-
though he dislikes such work and thinks it derogatory, may yet do the
same thing either under duress or for the sake of money. We shall
think him base [for that reason] and regard him as a slave. We shall
call him mean. He will himself feel ashamed of his job. If anyone
finds him engaged in that work, he will try to hide himself. He is in
reality a sinner and will never feel happy in himself. The difference bet-
ween voluntary and compulsory registration is much the same.

READER: I see the point now, though only partly. For I still
think that your analogy does not quite hold because it appears that the
law will be enforced if we do not take out registers on our own. That
is to say, we shall be taking out the registers voluntarily under an
inducement. What you call voluntary therefore appears to me to be
tainted both with compulsion and self-interest.

EDITOR: I think you are wrong. It is true that, if we do not
take out registers voluntarily, we shall be subjected to the [process of the]
law. But there is no compulsion here. If the Government were to say
to us, ‘Either you take out the registers, or we shall enforce the law’,
that would certainly be compulsion. But in this case it is we who offer-
ed to take out the registers and told the Government that they could
enforce the law if we did not. We do not make this offer in fear of
the sanction [of the law] but as an earnest of our sincerity and because
we do not think there is any humiliation in voluntary registration.
Moreover, being respectable people, we want, through voluntary regis-
tration, to dispel the suspicion that the Government harbours about us.
There is thus no question here of any compulsion. If we had been
moved at any time by fear, we could not have held out against the
Government for 16 months! as we have done. Afraid of our power—
the power of our truth—the Government has accepted [our offer of]
voluntary registration.

Furthermore, your view that our offer is tainted with self-interest
is rather ill-considered. In fact, every act is motivated by some kind of
self-interest. Even in my example, there is an element of self-interest in
the service which I render to a friend. My self-interest lies in the inner
happiness which I seek. It is the will of God that I should work for such
happiness. Knowing this as I do, whatever I do to obey that command
is in fact inspired by self-interest, if of the best kind. IfI did it so that

1 September 1906 to January 1908
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my friend might love me the more, that also would be self-interest, al-
beit of a lower kind. In voluntary registration, there is undoubtedly
such an element of self-interest. If a man living as a servant of God
devotes himself wholly to the service of men or of all living creatures, he
is also impelled by self-interest in seeking to be in the presence of
God, [that is] to work for nirvana. We revere such a man. If there were
many such in this world, we should find in it holiness, prosperity, peace,
happiness and unity instead of the wickedness, suffering, misery, starva-
tion and disease which we see in it today.

TeEN FINGER[-IMPRESSION s

READER: [ think I now understand the difference between volun-
tary and compulsory registration. But I see that in any case we are
condemned to give the ten finger-impressions. It appears that the
educated and the rich have had their interests protected at the expense
of the poor. If you accept [the system of] finger-impressions now,
why did you earlier write so much against them?

EpITOR: This is indeed a good question, although, if you have
really grasped the distinction, the answer to your question is contained
in [an earlier] answer. However, let us consider your question afresh.

First, it is not true to say that finger-impressions have been retained.
Under the law the finger-impressions were to be given by all the mem-
bers of the community and that meant we were being stigmatized be-
cause of the colour of our skin. Now the finger-impressions remain
only as marks of identification.

Secondly, it is not true to say that the educated and the rich have
got off easily. Educated persons and men of means and standing can
be identified by the knowledge they possess and by their appearance.
It is humiliating to them even to be asked to give finger-impressions.
Looking at it thus, it does not appear wrong that illiterate persons who
are not otherwise known should have to give their finger-impressions.
On the contrary these would ensure the fullest protection for them.
For instance, not everyone in Durban has to take out domicile certi-
ficates. Men of standing can leave Durban without taking out such
certificates. But an illiterate person or one otherwise not known
would come to grief by following their example. He would find it
difficult to return.

Thirdly, it was essential in the past to write all that much
against the system of finger-impressions. We were therefore very glad
of it when, after nine months of struggle,! we had definite informa-
tion in June about finger-impressions.? We read everything available

1 September 1906 to June 1907
2 Vide Vol. VII, p. 67.
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on the subject and placed it before the community. We were glad
that the Satanic, death-like law had acquired a body—the regulations
prescribing finger-impressions, etc. We knew then that people would
be able to see the law for what it was, and that is exactly what happened.
It was only after the regulations were published that the struggle
became really exciting. We told the people that in India finger-prints
were taken only of criminals.

We published rousing songs about them. Verses, such as

Of fingers ten,

Those who give impressions

Forsaking their pledge to God,
still echo in our ears.

We do not withdraw anything we said then. We would still use
these verses against those who agreed even to sign their names under
the law, let alone give their finger-prints.

READER: Well, a thumb-impression is one thing, but you now
advise that finger-impressions be given. What about that?

EDITOR: Because we were against finger-impressions only so long
as they were a body inhabited by that Satanic law. Now that the
Satanic soul has left the body, we have no particular quarrel with it,
that is, the finger-impressions. We think it is honourable, not dis-
honourable, now to give our finger-impressions.

READER: I am afraid I am getting confused. It is too much to
believe that finger-impressions, which were objectionable before, have
suddenly become acceptable. I need more light.

EDITOR: It is only natural that you should feel confused. We
have given a great deal of thought to this question, so that everything
appears quite simple to us. You are confronted with these ideas for
the first time, and they are bound to sound abstruse. The illustra-
tion that we gave earlier of friendship and slavery is relevant here also.
Let us take another example. In this country we wear jackets, which is
not thought undignified. But in India, it would be undignified if we
wore short jackets leaving the lower part of the body uncovered by
them. That means that there are things that may be proper at one place
but improper at another. In India, it is under compulsion that crimi-
nals give their ten finger-impressions. Here, the same was true of all of
us [law-abiding Asiatics] under the outrageous law. Now we are to
give them on our own and not under compulsion. This point should
be carefully noted, for we have been advising people to do this [as a
voluntary act] all the time, and will continue to do so in future. It
will reflect credit on our judgment if we appreciate this distinction.
When it was proposed in the Transvaal that people should be obliged
to produce their photographs, the community did right in opposing
the proposal. Hindus and Muslims do get themselves photographed
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[but that is] to please themselves or for other reasons. You will there-
fore see that many things are undignified or dignified according to the
object in view.
READER: I think I see your point. But I feel like asking whether
all things are like this, good at one time and bad at another.
EDITOR : No, that certainly cannot be so. What is true of our cam-
paign is not true of everything else. There are things which are always and
everywhere bad or good. It is good always and everywhere to pray to
God. Adultery is always and everywhere bad. Generally, the above rule
can apply only to things which are not in themselves wicked or evil.
READER: [ can see that from our own point of view there is
nothing objectionable about the finger-impressions. But the whites jeer
at us saying: ‘Well, what about finger-impressions now?’ ‘You don’t
mind playing on the piano now, do you?’! ‘You talked so big about reli-
gion. What has happened to all that now?’ They ply us with mock-
ing questions. [The Transvaal] Critic has even published a cartoon?
Educated persons and businessmen are shown as having been spared
offence to their religious susceptibilities, but not so the rest. It repre-
sents Mr. Gandhi seated on a chair in great dignity and signing his name,
while other Indians, miserable creatures, keep standing as they give
their finger-impressions with large drops of black ink dripping from
their fingers. How can one bear this? How are we to face this?
EDITOR: This question is a sign of false pride. We shall not lose
our honour because of the whites’ taunts. We placed our trust in God
so that we need only think of what He will say to us. There are
many whites who have not understood the significance of our campaign.
Many of them still do not understand that the law which we opposed
will be repealed if we honour our pledge. Their eyes will be opened
when that time comes. Moreover, not every white says these things.
Newspapers all over England pay us compliments and describe this as
a victory for us. Rand Daily Mail of Johannesburg has in fact taken the
Government to task for having given in on every point to the Indians.
The Sunday Times has published a cartoon® in which a steam-roller driven
by General Smuts has been reduced to a mere wreckage, and the Indian
elephant is turning on him with a threatening look. Many thoughtful
whites, and almost everyone outside the Transvaal, have hailed the
victory of the Indians. Even if this had not been so, we should

1 Those who did not join in the satyagraha campaign, that is, the ‘blacklegs”,
who went to the Registration Office for affixing their finger-impressions on their appli-
cations for fresh registration certificates under the new law, had earlier been satirized
by the satyagrahis. The blacklegs had gone to the Registration Office, they mocked,
“to play on the piano”.

2 Vide illustration opposite.

3 Vide illustration facing p. 80.

8-6
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remember that we have our interests to look after. Let others say what
they like. Let us recall the saying that the person whose self-interest
is at stake will find the truth hidden inside a small dish, but the
neighbour will not notice it even if it were all over the wide sky.

TEN FiNcERs VERsus Two THUMBS

READER: It is now clear why there should be no objection to
finger-impressions. But as I see it, it was still unnecessary to have
agreed to finger-impressions at all. How did it come about that
thumb-impressions were not thought sufficient?

EDITOR: That is worth considering. Generally we observe in the
world that those who are really brave and noble, fight only for a chosen
objective, give their lives for it. When they have achieved their pur-
pose, they give in on other points. They thus rise in the estimation of
others. The [stem of the] castor oil plant becomes hollow inside as it
grows and will break as soon as it begins to bend a little. A banyan
tree on the other hand becomes stronger as it grows, and throws out
branches groundward, which root themselves and spread out in all
directions. No one goes to a castor oil plant looking for shelter. But
thousands of persons can and do find shelter under the banyan tree.
The Indian community has acted in this manner in accepting the
compromise. The target of the struggle was the law. Now that it has
gone, it will be magnanimous of us to yield on the other points. The
Government argues: ‘You were not fighting against finger-impressions.
Why then are you so obstinate?” We have really no answer to this
question. A person like Mr. Essop Mia will rise in stature by giving his
ten finger-impressions. Mr. Smuts said as much in a public speech.
Besides, there is much we have to get from the Government yet. We
should not conclude that we have got all we wanted because the law is
gone. We need not fawn upon the Government, but it is our duty to keep
it in good humour if we can do so without loss of self-esteem. The law
will go of course, but what will take its place? What will be the
nature of future laws? This depends on how the Indians conduct
themselves during the three months to come. For this reason, it will be
wise to give the ten finger-impressions. It will not be necessary for
everyone to do so. Even those who do not will be able to take out
registers if they are bona-fide residents. But in this context honour con-
sists in giving them. We have accordingly advised people to do so. We
even go to the extent of saying that Indians who obstinately refuse to give
the ten finger-impressions will, in the eyes of others, lack common sense.
In fact, under the immigration law, women will have to give finger-
impressions. That being so, we shall only fall in the estimation of
others by going on arguing about thumb-impressions and finger-prints.
Already we are being thought childish.
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READER: That sounds all right. But Indians outside the Trans-
vaal, who have done much to help us, complain that we have secured
our own interests without realizing that finger-impressions might be
introduced in other Colonies where no one had so far thought of them.!
When a man like Mr. Gandhi, they argue, gives his finger-impressions
readily, how can anyone else expect his protest to be taken seriously ?
The Transvaal Indians, they assert, have brought total ruin on the
others. How shall we answer these charges?

EDITOR: It is altogether wrong of people outside the Transvaal
to complain in this manner. They ought to have understood the nature
of the campaign. Look at it like this: if the Transvaal Indians give finger-
impressions of their own accord, why should they become compulsory
elsewhere? Are people outside the Transvaal women wearing bangles
that they could be compelled to give finger-impressions? On the
contrary, by fighting against the law, the Transvaal has helped the cause
of the weak not only in South Africa but all over the world, and thus
given them strength.

The [Natal] Mercury says:2 All that has been decided is the principle
of respecting the rights and feelings of an unenfranchised section of the
population, and paying regard to Imperial responsibilities.

This is [all but] literally true. The Indian people who hitherto had
no franchise have now, so to speak, been enfranchised. To argue that,
following this, finger-prints may be introduced in other Colonies is as
ridiculous as to complain about a side-dish in the menu and ignore the
excellence of the main course.

Let us also add that finger-impressions are likely to be introduced
everywhere sooner or later. For, from a scientific point of view, they
are the most effective means of identification. They cannot offend
anyone’s religious susceptibilities. This method of identification was
introduced in Natal in 1903 for indentured labourers. It applies to
a large number of whites in the Transvaal. There is therefore no harm
in giving finger-impressions of our own free choice as we have agreed
to do; on the contrary there are a number of advantages to be gained
by doing so.

It must be borne in mind that at other places, such as the Cape,
Delagoa Bay, etc., photographs are required, compared to which finger-
impressions are a thousand times better.> Please also remember that,
in the Transvaal, the finger-prints will figure in the application form
and not in the certificate.

1 Tn fact, this happened in Rhodesia.
2 This passage is taken from the English version of The Natal Mercury’s
comment.

3 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 346 & 349.
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Wny Crass DisTINGTIONS?

READER: I shall not say anything more on the question of
finger-prints; but I must say that I do not understand why Indian Opinion,
which was till now opposed to any class distinctions, writes in favour
of those that have now been made. I have not forgotten the harsh
things you said when the Pretoria Memons requested in their petition
that men of standing be exempted from giving finger-impressions. Now
you argue that class distinctions may be accepted. Will you explain
this inconsistency?

EpITOR: That is a good question. Strictly speaking the ques-
tion of inconsistency would have arisen if this demand had been made
by Mr. Gandhi. What happened was that the suggestion about this
matter came as it were from the Government. It would have been
improper to reject what in effect the Government offered us as a right.
There is a great deal of difference between our asking for special
privileges for men of standing and the Government offering them on
its own.

Moreover, the distinction that has been made as between classes
will also favour educated persons. We have never opposed any distinc-
tion being made in their favour. For education—true education—will
always enjoy respect. If even educated persons are required to give
finger- impressions for purposes of identification, then they cease to be a
means of identification and take on a racial aspect. Distinctions based
on education are nothing unusual.

There are natural distinctions of class which no one can oppose.
Our fight is against artificial class distinctions. If a distinction is
made on grounds which leave the official the sole judge, we feel such
a distinction spells slavery for us. It is true that the class distinction
that has been accepted as part of the compromise will leave something
to the discretion of the officer. But the distinction will remain valid
only for a temporary period, and we therefore see no objection to it,
provided, of course, that the leaders do not avail themselves of the
concession. As long as resort is not had to the concession, it will retain
the dignity of an ornament. We think it will become useless, positively
harmful, if a large number of Indians avail themselves of it.

The distinction that the Memons had asked for was of a different
nature. Having agreed to submit to the law, they asked for a trivial
distinction to be made in respect of finger-impressions. Besides, it is
not as if this demand was made at the instance of the Government.
That is why they went down on their knees, and were repulsed. It will
thus be clear that there is a great difference between their request and
the distinction that is to be made now. If the leaders behave sensibly,
this distinction will redound to the advantage of the poor. The im-
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portant thing is that well-placed persons should regard themselves as
trustees of the poor.

Wuy WERE ProrLE NoT CONSULTED?

READER: I think all my doubts have been answered, though, of
course, I shall have to think again. But one thing continues to
trouble me. Why did Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Naidoo sign on their
own authority? They are said to be prudent men, but was it wise on
their part to have committed the community without consulting it? If
they had left things to the community, I might not have even thought
of the points I have raised. How can we be sure that they have not
made a mistake?

EDITOR: That this doubt should occur to you is itself an indi-
cation that you have not fully understood our answers. We told you
at the outset that the community was already agreed on voluntary
registration. As the Government agreed to the same thing, there was
nothing left to consult the community about.

READER : But surely the community had not agreed to the giving of
finger-impressions ?

EDITOR: Are you raising the question of finger-impressions all
over again? It is these which appear to worry you. Why do you
forget that the struggle was not against finger-impressions? Why
should there be any need to consult [the community] on a point that
was not at issue? Moreover, how can you argue that finger-impressions
have now been accepted? They [Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Naidoo] have
not accepted finger-impressions in the manner envisaged by the law.
Instead they have left it to the community to give the finger-impressions
of its own accord. Those who insist on giving only two thumb-impres-
sions can still do so and have the register. Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Naidoo
merely suggest to the community that it will be a magnanimous gesture
if Indians give their finger-impressions on their own and add that they
themselves will do so.

You will agree moreover that those who are accepted as leaders
must have a certain freedom [of action] in crises. We do not admit
having availed ourselves of any such freedom in arriving at this compro-
mise but on an occasion like this we would be justified in saying a few
words on people’s duty to the leaders. Great care should be exercised
in choosing leaders. But once they are chosen, it may prove harmful if
on occasion they are not allowed any freedom of action. If they are
required to consult the others every now and again, that will suggest
lack of confidence in them. In the absence of such confidence work will
suffer. Confidence in the leaders is a sign of unity, of generosity and
of an unflagging spirit among the people. No people can progress if
its leaders are not honest and if they are not trusted. Leaders do
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sometimes make honest mistakes. They are not to be blamed on that
account. There is only one test—that of sincerity. And the best way
is that those who are sincere should be trusted.

CONCLUSION

READER: I cannot think of any more questions now. What do
you think will be the outcome of this campaign ?

EDITOR: We hope and pray to God that you and the others who
may read the replies will profit by them. The final result depends on
us. If we always show the courage that we have done this time, there
will be no obnoxious laws directed against us in future. Everyone knows
that the Indian community has risen considerably in public esteem.
That is the important thing. Our object in this campaign was to win
increased respect for ourselves. If we do no more than gather in our
gains, that should be good enough. Satyagraha should become a
common practice; the Indian community can then be assured of success
in all fields.

Nothing can detract from the perfect success of our satyagraha
campaign [regardless even of] whether or not the Indian community
conducts itself well in the coming three months, whether or not it keeps
its word about voluntary registration. Even supposing that giving in on
the question of finger-impressions was a mistake, satyagraha remains
unsullied. Its success is complete. You may, if you wish, blame those
who gave in on the question of finger-impressions. But truth has
emerged victorious. Let there be no doubt of that.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

41. NATAL LICENCES

No trading licences have been issued in Estcourt. Mr. Kazi’s store
in Stanger has come in for trouble. There will be similar trouble at
other places as well. How will the Indian store-keepers be able to carry
on business in Natal under these conditions?

There are two ways. One is to take the matter to the court, as
the late Mr. Labistour advised. That will mean filing a suit against
one of the municipalities and going to a great deal of expense and
trouble. Besides, there is no assurance of success.

The other way is at once easy and difficult, depending on how one
looks at it. This is the way of satyagraha. [It is easy because] in this
case satyagraha will not involve going to gaol. Those who carry on
trade without licences can only be fined, and in default [the penalty]
will be, not imprisonment, but the auctioning of goods. It also follows
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that anyone whose goods have been once auctioned will not be able
to carry on business for the rest of the year. There can be repeated
auctioning of goods. That will mean ruin. But every great task is bound
to involve a heavy sacrifice. As a devotee has said, ‘“‘to live a life of
constant devotion to God one must pledge one’s life; so difficult is
the journey ahead of us”. Satyagraha does call for devotion—devotion
to one’s country. It does require us to pledge our life [to the cause].
It can be resorted to only for the common good, not for mere self-
advancement.

Traders in Natal may find such a struggle a little more difficult
than those in the Transvaal had found it. It should be, truly speak-
ing, easy. It is difficult, because people can take cover behind the
argument that they are prepared for imprisonment but not for the
loss of goods. Moreover, the entire community will not be able to
join in the struggle, so that it will be left to a few individuals only to
fight it out. It should [on the contrary], be easy for the reason that,
in our experience, Indians, and other communities as well, generally
fight shy of going to gaol but do not much mind auctioning of their
goods. Besides, no great risk is involved in allowing the goods to be
auctioned. A clever man can hold out against [the Government]
through skilful tactics. The main thing is for everyone to carry on
trade without a licence, if a single person is refused a licence without
valid reasons. If the Government cannot throw everyone into prison,
it cannot possibly auction everyone’s goods either. Unity is abso-
lutely essential. We do not mean to suggest that all businessmen—all
over Natal, that is—should trade without licences; only the business-
men of the town or division concerned need do so.

Licences may well be refused to some individuals after they have
been issued to all the others. In that case, those traders who do not
get licences can continue their business and let the Government do its
worst. This will require intelligence and presence of mind. Another
way out is to rent premises for the store furnished with the landlord’s
benches, etc. The store should be stocked light so that the saleable
goods may be disposed of from day to day or transferred to another
person at short notice. If we follow these tactics the Government’s
policy of imposing a fine each time will be defeated. When a fine is
imposed, a meeting should be called to make it known to the Govern-
ment that the entire community approves of the person concerned
carrying on unlicensed trade. This will tire out the Government. But
this [course] is only for the brave and patriotic. Those who live
merely for themselves are no better than stone. They cannot muster
the kind of courage which comes only when one fights for the rights
of all. It is simple for hawkers to hold out against the Government, which
will then proceed to amend the law of its own accord. Let there be no
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mistake about this: the Transvaal campaign has won more respect for
Indians, and the Government is bound to feel alarmed.

This step should only be taken publicly; that is why meetings
should be held for the purpose; resolutions should be forwarded to the
Government, and then alone should the actual campaign be begun.
All the steps taken in the Transvaal should be followed, beginning with
the first.

There are precedents for this kind of action. Englishmen let their
goods be auctioned rather than pay the education cess. Now no one
troubles them. The late Mr. Bradlaugh! had his own way of making
himself feared by the entire British nation. How he did that we shall
explain another time.

Let the gentlemen in Natal, if they wish to start a campaign, call
a big meeting for the purpose; let them, standing united, embark on
this course cool-headedly with God as witness. They should note that,
once the first step is taken, there must be no turning back. It may
be wise in the first instance not to make a beginning. Wisdom con-
sists in not retreating once a beginning has been made.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

42. FUND FOR RITCH?

We wrote about Mr. Ritch last week. Everyone, we think, feels
that something should be done for Mr. Ritch as a mark of our appre-
ciation of his work. He has worked for all South Africa and is still doing
so. We therefore believe that every Indian should join in the effort. No
sum that we collect can be too large. It would not be extravagant even
if we engaged Mr. Ritch at £1,000 per annum. We have been
paying him just enough for his bare needs. Ever since we heard of
Mrs. Ritch’s illness, he has been allowed to draw enough money to
meet his needs at home. Formerly, he was paid only £15 per month.
That is, we have not paid him more than £25 a month on an average.
We do not think it would be too much if we presented him a purse
of, say, £300 at the least. It would certainly not be wrong to send

1 Charles Bradlaugh (1833-91); English free-thinker and politician; for many
years associate of Annie Besant and editor of National Reformer. In 1880, he was elected
M.P. from Northampton but could enter Parliament only in 1886 after six years of
wrangling over oath-taking which he wanted to do by affirming under the Parliamen-
tary Oaths Act and not on the Bible. An atheist and ‘‘iconoclast”, he was a
natural leader in causes which had society against them.

2 Vide ‘“Ritch’s Great Achievement”, p. 63.
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more. By honouring Mr. Ritch we honour ourselves. Doing this
may also win others over to our side. Not, certainly, that people
will be attracted by money, but because they will realize that we have
[a tradition of] nobility. If someone offers to help in hope of profit,
he should be kept at arm’s length. As for Mr. Ritch, he does not
even dream of monetary gain. He will cease to be useful the moment
he begins to think of such gain. We are starting a collection for this
purpose, and hope that a large number of Indians will contribute to
it. That will be a handsome [gesture] and no one individual will feel
the burden. If our readers, several hundreds of them, make up their
minds, the collections can be concluded soon. All contributions will
be acknowledged in Indian Opinion. Let everyone remember that contri-
butions for Dr. Booth! came mostly from the poor. A sum of £100 was
collected then and Dr. Booth was presented with a purse and an address.
We can say, without meaning to slight Dr. Booth, that we have
rarely come across a white the equal of Mr. Ritch.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

43. JOHANNESBURG LETTER

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

The British Indian Association of the Transvaal has started collec-
tions for a large fund. It has been decided not to accept less than 10s
from anyone and that everyone should pay the most he can. The
main object of the collection is to build a large hall in Johannesburg.
There is no building anywhere in South Africa that would do credit
to the Indian community. This is a drawback. Surely it would be a
good idea to put up such a building in Johannesburg. Every promi-
nent community has a hall similar to the one proposed. That we do
not have one is a matter for shame. Truly speaking, there should be
a hall of this kind in every city, such as Cape Town, Durban, Maritz-
burg, etc. It is a sign of our backwardness that there is not one.
People in the Transvaal have therefore decided to build such a hall
in Johannesburg.

1 Rev. Canon Booth; Dean of St. John’s in Durban; managed the Indian
section of the Church of England Mission for the education of children of inden-
tured Indians; also Medical Officer to Natal Indian Ambulance Corps; worked in
honorary capacity in the Indian Hospital in Durban. The fund was really not for
Dr. Booth but for this hospital. Vide Vol. III, p. 174; also Autobiography, Part III,
Ch. X, & Part IV, Ch. XXIV.
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It is also intended to present handsome addresses to Lord Ampthill!
and Sir Muncherjee Bhownaggree? for the invaluable work they have
done. There is also a proposal to express, in a concrete form, our
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. Polak, Miss Schlesin who
has taxed herself to her utmost by labouring day and night, and other
whites who have put themselves out equally. The expenditure on all
these things is to be met from the fund that is now being raised.

The ten-shilling receipts bear Mr. Essop Mia’s signature reproduc-
ed [in facsimile]. On the left there is space for the signature of the per-
son who receives the contribution. Receipt books have been despatched
to a number of towns. Everyone must pass on the money, as soon as
it is collected, to the Secretary of the Association. On the counterfoil
the name of the donor should be entered in full, and no contributor
should pay except against a receipt. The collections should be con-
cluded and the amounts forwarded as soon as possible. I advise every-
one to preserve the receipt as a memento of the campaign. Also,
it can be shown to others who may come asking for contributions. If
a large number of persons take up the work of collection, it can be
finished before the voluntary registration is over.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 15-2-1908

44. EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO S.A.B.I. COMMITTEE?

February 15, 1908

.The repeal of the Act was the fixed goal undertaken in the
name of God; so far as I am aware, in making for that goal we have
never swerved from that path, and have we not reached the goal in
the least possible time and with the fewest scratches?. . .

India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 3722/08

I Arthur Oliver Villiers Russell, Second Baron of Ampthill (1869-1935); a founder
of the National Party, 1918; Governor of Madras, 1899-1906; Viceroy and Governor-
General of India (pro tem.), 1904; wrote foreword to Doke’s biography of Gandhiji.

2 Sir Muncherjee Merwanjee Bhownaggree (1851-1933); Parsi barrister settled
in England. As a Member of Parliament for over ten years, elected on the Unionist
Party ticket, and as a member of the British Committee of the Indian National Congress
in London, he helped considerably in educating public opinion in England in regard
to the grievances of Indians in South Africa.

3 This is taken from a precis of events in the Transvaal sent by Ritch along with
his letter of October 6, 1908 to the Colonial Office.



45. SECRET OF SATYAGRAHA

There appears to have been a good deal of misunderstanding fol-
lowing the Transvaal Indians’ failure to comprehend the secret of
satyagraha. It is therefore necessary to give a little more thought to
satyagraha in the context of our victory against the obnoxious law.
Those who know the real meaning of satyagraha should not have the
slightest doubt as to what the victory means.

A satyagrahi enjoys a degree of freedom not possible for others, for
he becomes a truly fearless person. Once his mind is rid of fear, he
will never agree to be another’s slave. Having achieved this state of
mind, he will never submit to any arbitrary action.

Such satyagraha can be, ought to be, practised not only against a
Government but against society as well [if need be]. It can often
happen that a society is as wrong as a government. It becomes
one’s duty then to wuse satyagraha against society. The late
Mr. Thoreau, whose book! we have already summarized, thought that
his countrymen did wrong in carrying on slave-trade. He therefore
ranged himself against his people. The great Luther defied his people
single-handed and it is thanks to him that Germany enjoys freedom
today. And there was Galileo who opposed society. The people were
resolved to kill him. Undaunted, he told them that they could kill
him if they wanted to, but that it was nevertheless true that the earth
revolved [round the sun]. Today, we all know that the earth is round
and that it rotates round its axis once every 24 hours. Columbus acted
like a true satyagrahi when facing his sailors. Exhausted [by the long
voyage], they declared, “We will never get to America. Let us turn
back, else we will kill you.”” Unperturbed, Columbus answered, “I am
not afraid of being killed, but I think we ought to go on for a few days
more.”’ They did discover America, and Columbus won everlasting fame.

Such a wonderful remedy is this satyagraha. When we ask in fear
what will happen if the Government does not repeal the Act, we only
betray the deficiency of our satyagraha or talk as if we had been un-
manned, having lost the weapon of satyagraha. But our satyagraha
prompts us to become free and feel independent. We have therefore
nothing to fear. ‘All this is idle talk. Whatever you do, you cannot
start the campaign again. Once has been quite enough.” There are
persons who talk thus. If it is true that we cannot resume the struggle,
it will have been in vain that we started it at all.

1 The reference is to Thoreau’s essay on ‘“The Duty of Civil Disobedience”. Vide
“Duty of Disobeying Laws”, Vol. VII, pp. 217-8 & 228-30.
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Let us justify this view of ours. It is a matter of common obser-
vation that what we have won can be retained only by the same means
through which it was got. What is won by force can be retained by
force alone. A tiger seizes its prey by force, and retains it through force.
Those who are forcibly locked up in gaol are kept there by force. The
territories acquired by emperors by use of force are retained by force. In
the same manner, what is gained by love can be retained only by love.
The mother feels great love for the child in her womb and rears it
with the same love afterwards. Its punishment while yet a child
should not be interpreted as use of force. There are also instances
where a mother has lost a child altogether because she stopped loving
it for some reason. Similarly what we have gained by satyagraha can
be retained only through satyagraha. When satyagraha is given up,
we may be sure that the gains will also be lost. Moreover, it is unlikely
that one will succeed in retaining through physical force what one
gained by satyagraha. Suppose Indians wish to retain by force the
fruits of victory won through satyagraha. Even a child can see that,
if Indians resort to force, they can be crushed within the minute.
Likewise, if we abandon satyagraha and go on as we did before, what
we have gained may be lost.

These examples serve to show that satyagraha is really an attitude
of mind. He who has attained to the satyagrahic state of mind will
remain ever victorious, at all times and places and under all condi-
tions irrespective of whether it is a government or a people that he
opposes, whether they be strangers, friends or relatives.

It is only because we do not appreciate the marvel of satyagraha
that we live in India as a poor and cowardly race, not only in our rela-
tions with the Government but in our personal relations as well. Cer-
tain customs which are palpably evil are kept alive in our country
mainly because we lack in [the spirit of] satyagraha. Though well
aware that certain customs are bad, we do very little to end them either
because of fear, laziness or undue regard for others.

Before concluding, let me refer to the latest instance. When the
whites held an anti-Indian meeting in Pretoria Town Hall, there were
only four whites to speak in our favour. They were thus four against
a thousand. But the four were brave enough to express their views in
the face of'a chorus of abuse from the crowd. In the event, their satya-
graha considerably detracted from the importance of the meeting and
turned it into a menagerie.

We urge every Indian to follow these ideas carefully. Those who do
will learn the true nature of our success and find themselves equal to the
tasks which the Indian community has to face.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908



46. MY REWARD!

BEcINNING

For my part, I am not in the least surprised that I was assaulted.
I had declared even on the 9th that, in view of the promise about
the repeal of the law, I did not see any dishonour in giving finger-
impressions outside the law. On the contrary, I thought it was honour-
able to give them. When, in the meeting in front of the Mosque, there
was strong opposition to the idea of Indians voluntarily giving their
finger-impressions, I asked myself what I would do if I had the real spirit
of satyagraha in me, and then I declared my resolution that, if I
was alive on Monday, I would positively give my finger-impressions.
I still do not regret having done so; rather, I think that I did my
duty to my God and my community. When at a quarter to ten on
Monday morning I set out towards the Registration Office in the
company of Mr. Essop Mia, Mr. Naidoo and a few other Indians, I
did feel that there might be an attack on me. In fact, I had spotted
two of the assailants near the office. They walked alongside of us. I
then became surer. But I decided that I should not, as I had declared
earlier, mind being assaulted by my own brethren.

Some way ahead, one of the men asked, ‘““Where are you all
going?”’ Mr. Essop Mia was about to answer, when I interrupted saying,
“I am going [to the Registration Office] to give my finger-impressions.
The others, too, will do the same. If you want to give your thumb-
impressions [only], you can do that.” My only recollection of what
followed is that I received very severe blows.

I took severe blows on my left ribs. Even now I find breathing
difficult. My upper lip has a cut on one side. I have a bruise above
the left eye and a wound on the forehead. In addition, there are minor
injuries on my right hand and left knee. I do not remember the man-
ner of the assault, but people say that I fell down unconscious with the
first blow which was delivered with a stick. Then my assailants struck
me with an iron pipe and a stick, and they also kicked me. Thinking
me dead, they stopped. I only remember having been beaten up. I
have an impression that, as the blows started, I uttered the words
‘He Rama!’. Mr. Thambi Naidoo and Mr. Essop Mia intervened.
Mr. Naidoo was hit as a result and injured on the ear. Mr. Essop Mia
received a slight injury on a finger. As I came to, I got up with a

1 This was published as ‘“From Mr. Gandhi”.
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smile. In my mind there was not the slightest anger or hatred for
the assailants.

On reflection, I feel that we fear death needlessly. I believe that
I have not known such fear for a long time now. And I have grown more
fearless after this incident. If I had not regained consciousness, I would
not have felt the suffering that I went through later. We can thus see
that there is suffering only as long as the soul is in intimate union with
the body. I became aware of the suffering only when the soul’s
union with the body was restored.

No ONE TO BLAME

I do not blame anyone for the assault.! Those who attacked me
would have at one time greeted me and welcomed me enthusiastically.
When they assaulted me, it was in the belief that I had done them
and the community harm. Some people thought I had sold the
community by having agreed to [the system of] finger-impressions [in
our compromise] with the Government. If that is what they thought,
is it surprising that they attacked me? If they had had some educa-
tion, they would, instead of assaulting me, have adopted other means
of venting their dislike of me. In either case, they would have had the
same reason. Experience tells me that some people know of only one
way of expressing disapproval. For them physical strength is the one
supreme thing. How then could I be angry ? What point would there
be in having them prosecuted? My real duty consists in disproving
their charge against me. That will take time. Meanwhile, as is the
way of the world, people will persist in the methods of violence.
In this situation, the duty of the wise man is only to bear the suffer-
ing in patience. I think of myself as a wise person. I have therefore
no choice but to endure the suffering inflicted on me. My religion
teaches me to have no fear save of God. If I had any such fear, I
should be violating a divine command. Why then should I be afraid
of suffering? I therefore ask of God that I may remain fearless till
the last. I ask my well-wishers to say the same prayer.

NursiNG

When I came to somewhat, I was taken to Mr. Gibson’s office,
opposite which I had been attacked. I was attended to by Mr. Lew? and
Mr. Gibson Junior. A doctor washed the wounds. They were thinking
of removing me to hospital. Mr. Doke, a clergyman, who did a great
deal of work for us during the later stages [of our campaign], hurried

1 Gandhiji in fact wired to the Attorney-General to say that his assailants were not
guilty; vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXII. The telegram itself, however, is
not available.

2 Yuk Lin Lew; Chinese Consul-General in the Transvaal; vide also Vol. VI, p. 14.
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to the spot on hearing news of the assault; he suggested that I should
be taken to his place. After some deliberation, I agreed to his sugges-
tion. Mr. Doke is a Baptist and nearly forty-six years old. He has
travelled widely in New Zealand, India, Wellestown! and other coun-
tries. He came here from Grahamstown three months ago. Judging
from the way he looked after me and from his nature and that of his
family, he must be a godly person indeed. He is not exactly a friend.
I had met him barely three or four times before then, and that in
connection with the campaign in order to explain the position to him.
It was thus a stranger whom he took into his house. All the members
of his family remained in constant attendance on me. His son’s room
was put at my disposal, and the son himself slept on the floor in the
library. While I was ill, Mr. Doke would not allow the slightest noise
anywhere in the house. Even the children moved about very quietly.
Mr. Doke took the sanitary part of the duties on himself, while I
looked helplessly on. The work of bandaging me, of washing the
bandages, etc., was taken on by Mrs. Doke. They would not allow
me to do even what I could have well done myself. Both husband and
wife sat up [at my bedside] through the first night. They came into
the room every now and again to see if I wanted anything. In the
mornings Mr. Doke was busy receiving people who came to inquire after
me. Every day nearly 50 Indians called. So long as he was in the house,
he would take every Indian, whether he appeared clean or otherwise,
into his drawing-room, offer him a seat and then bring him to me.
He would also gently remind everyone that I should not be disturbed
much. This is how he looked after me. He did more than attend on
me and attend to all those who came to see me. He also did whatever he
could about the difficulties of the community. Besides, he would call
on Mr. Cartwright, Mr. Phillips and others, carry messages from me
and do of his own accord whatever appeared necessary.

It is small wonder that a nation which produces such men should
march forward. And how can one say that a religion to which such
gentle, kind-hearted and really noble persons belong is false in any
way? His only object in doing all this was to please God. He also,
as was his wont, prayed nightly sitting by my bed. In his daily life,
too, he always said grace before and after a meal. His children were
also made to take turns at reading from the Bible. I at any rate
could see no selfish motive in him; in his conduct and in the education
of the children, all that one could see was truth. I saw no touch of
insincerity in anything that he did, neither did I feel that anything
was done to please others. It is not often we come across such
single-mindedness and nobility in Hindu or Muslim priests and

1 This appears to be an error for Palestine.
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grihasthas!. These are not common even in Englishmen. Some nations
have more of these [qualities], others have less. Without entering into
a discussion of that point, I would only pray that there might be
hundreds of Indian families like Mr. Doke’s.

TREATMENT

Both the blows and the injuries I received were severe, but in the
opinion of the doctor not many patients were known to recover as
speedily as I did. Though I was under the care of a physician, the
treatment consisted entirely of home-cure methods. For the first two
days I had nothing to eat or drink. That had the effect of keeping
the fever down. On the third day I had no temperature. I started on
a diet of a quarter pound of milk, and gradually added to it grapes,
pears and other fruit. Then I began taking bread dunked in milk once
a day. I am still on that diet. On account of an injury to three of
the upper teeth, I shall not be able to eat anything hard for several
days to come. Apart from the wounds, my mouth was swollen and so
was my forehead. A poultice of clean earth was put on these, and the
swelling has now subsided. I had been badly hit in the ribs, and
here again the recovery is nearly complete thanks to a large poultice
of earth. The doctor was afraid that the application of earthen poultice
on wounds might cause sepsis. But I had them put on on my own res-
ponsibility. The doctor is now, however, convinced that the earthen
poultice has done much good. Normally wounds which have to be
stitched up rarely escape becoming septic. I am emphatically of the
view that with an earthen poultice wounds heal without becoming
septic. And that is what has happened. I have used many remedies
involving the use of earth. I think, if earth is judiciously used, it
can be a useful remedy in many ailments. I hope later to be able to
tell readers of Indian Opinion [more about] my experiences.

LEsson

My object in writing this account is not merely to tell a story or
to fill the pages of this journal, but only that my experience may be of
use to others. The lesson that every servant of India is to draw from
the assault is this: if anyone wants to serve the community, and always
do the right by it, he must be prepared for physical assaults. If we
do not take these things to heart, we shall have more peace of mind
and happiness and, to that extent, more strength to serve the com-
munity. Such assaults should really be looked upon as rewards.
Mr. Doke’s conduct shows us all the path of goodness and the home

1 Householders
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remedies described here are worth noting. Mr. Doke received nearly
40 telegrams of thanks from different parts [of the Colony] and some
Indians sent him fruits and other gifts as a mark of their gratitude.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908

47. JOHANNESBURG LETTER

Drew’s LETTER

Mr. Drew!, who is the editor of The Friend of Bloemfontein and a

Member of Parliament in the Orange River Colony, says in a letter:

I thought it was an easy victory you had achieved with a

brief term of imprisonment. But I see now that you were not to

be let off so lightly. However, I hope that your community will

accept the very excellent and honourable compromise that has

been reached. If it does not, the Indians will not retain the sym-
pathies even of a single European.

Mr. Drew’s words deserve to be pondered over. Readers of
Indian Opinion know that, when others were against us, Mr. Drew’s
sympathies were with us. He has also been of great help in a private
capacity. When a person like him writes in this manner, we should
infer that things have come to a pretty pass indeed.

How Lone WiLL RecistraTiON OfFiIcE REMAIN OPEN?

Many persons have asked this question. The reply is, ““As long as
necessary’’. There can be no exact time-limit to voluntary registra-
tion. But, since about a thousand people register every week and as-
suming the population [of Indians in Johannesburg] to be five thousand,
it appears probable that [the Office] will remain open for five weeks.

WiLL Porice DEmMAND [REGISTERS] ?

The person asking this question has not understood the compro-
mise. Those who take out registers voluntarily will not be subject
in any way to the obnoxious law or to the regulations made under
it. There exists a written assurance to that effect. The question above
does not therefore arise. I do not mean by this that the police will
never question anyone. After registers have been taken out voluntarily,
there is bound to be a new law of some kind. It will contain some sec-
tions providing for interrogation [by the police]. What these sections

1 Rev. Dewdney Drew. In Satpagraha in South Africa, Gandhiji describes him
as ‘“‘one of the best speakers in South Africa”. He supported the Indian cause in the

teeth of European opposition. Earlier, he had given up orders to take up the editorship
of The Friend.

8-7
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will be and what form the new law will take depends on how the Indian
community conducts itself during the next three months. By refusing
to understand a very minor point and by their childish insistence [on
not giving finger-impressions], the Pathans have created an unfavour-
able impression on the Government. If, in spite of this, the Govern-
ment is convinced that the other members of the Indian community
are sensible, honest and well behaved, the law that is to be enacted
may well be worthy of such a people. Let it be noted, therefore, that
every Indian now bears a heavy responsibility. We will have to deal
with the local authorities at every step. The Imperial Government
will not interfere in these dealings. Indeed, it cannot. Bearing in
mind then, that, in matters which do not detract from our self-esteem,
we must exercise judgment and care in dealing with the Government,
I give below some rules [for the readers’ guidance] during the next
three months and indeed for all time:

1. Every Indian should disregard self-interest and think only in
terms of the interests of the community as a whole.

2. No one should use a false permit or encourage another to do so.

3. No one should even think of arranging illegal entry for his rela-
tives and friends.

4. Correct particulars about names and ages of children should
be furnished.

5. The temptation to see a large number of Indians come in
should be resisted.

6. One must not be rude to the officials. Not that we need flatter,
but we must show respect.

7. We should assume that all Indians will take out registers
promptly.

8. Most of the Indians should give their finger-impressions in the
conviction that there is no disgrace in doing so.

If these rules are observed, I make bold to say that whatever law
is enacted will be mild and bearable enough and will be in keeping
with our dignity.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908



48. A BRIEF EXPLANATION?

Everyone knows that this paper contains a good deal of my
writing though a reader will normally be unable to say which articles
are mine and which are by others. I print this one under my signa-
ture so that the views put forward here may be specifically known
to be mine.

The controversy over the compromise with the Government has
now largely subsided. There is a better appreciation of it among the
people and, to that extent, they appear to have been pacified. How-
ever, controversies continue. I have received some deprecatory letters
from Natal. Some of them pour abuse on me, and this only shows the
pitiable state we are in. The abuse has not had the slightest effect on
my mind, but it indicates the extent to which feelings have been
roused.

I also see that the objections some persons have to the compromise
are only a pretext, their real intention being to set the Hindus and the
Muslims at variance with each other. I believe I have equal regard
for the two communities. In public service, Hindus and Muslims have
stood together as a united people. It is not, I have noticed, the Hindus
who have blamed me; they are presumably satisfied that the compro-
mise is a reasonable one. The condemnatory letters that I have received
are all from Muslims. It is necessary to go into the reason. I am reluc-
tant even to write of this matter, but it would not be proper to keep
back [from the readers] what is on the lips of many and has become a
subject of talk. Not only that; it may prove positively harmful to sup-
press the incident.

When the passive resistance movement was at its height, Mr. Ally?
could not continue to trust me fully because I was a Hindu. He there-

1 This was published in Indian Opinion under the title ‘A Letter from
Mr. Gandhi”.

2 Haji Ojeer Ally; born in Mauritius in 1853 of Indian and Malay parents;
spoke Dutch, English and Hindustani fluently (vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XIV);
came to South Africa in 1884 and devoted himself whole-heartedly to the Indian cause;
took notable part in the agitation against Cape Franchise Law Amendment Act; elected
Chairman, Cape Coloured People’s Organization in 1892; founder-President, Hamidia
Islamic Society and member, along with Gandhiji, of the Transvaal Indian Deputation
to England in 1906 (vide Vol. VI). Unable to join satyagraha campaign and unwilling,
at the same time, to submit to the Asiatic Registration Act, he left the Transvaal in
1907, leaving behind large interests; vide Vol. VII, p. 204.
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fore sent a telegram to Ameer Alil. On this occasion, a few Muslims
thought of sending a telegram to Mr. Jinnah, and the Pathans even-
tually sent one. I do not blame Mr. Ally for what he did. Again, I
do not blame the Pathans for what they have done now. I have known
Mr. Ameer Ali. I asked for his help on behalf of the community and
it was given. I have also known Mr. Jinnah. I regard them both with
respect. I do not therefore write to complain but only to point to
these things as symptoms of our mental state.

The symptom is this: I occasionally observe some lack of trust
[in me] though I have worked hard to bring the two communities to-
gether. This is a sign of our weakness. It makes me unhappy. I
have heard some Muslim brethren say in arguments about the com-
promise, ‘“Gandhi has totally ruined the Muslims and has been
doing so for the last fifteen years.”” It is most regrettable that any
Indian should utter these words. I am sure those who say this them-
selves know that I have never even dreamt of harming anyone.

The entire campaign was intended to preserve the status of the
well-to-do Indians. Muslims are better placed in South Africa and it
was chiefly a businessmen’s campaign. Had it not been for the massive
effort of the Hamidia Islamic Society, we would never have won. Also,
had not a large number of Muslims worked hard for it, there would
have been no victory. How can it be said then that I have brought
utter ruin on the Muslims?

I know that there are only a few persons who say these things. Most
of the Muslims realize that in South Africa Hindus and Muslims make
up a single [community] and ought to live together as one. If I have
done anyone harm, it must be to the community as a whole and not
to the Muslims alone. And I do not see that any harm has been
done. Yet people go on arguing. I therefore wish to warn my Muslim
brethren against those who are out to set people at variance with each
other by saying these things; they ought to be treated as enemies of
the community, and no one should take any notice of what they say.

I would tell those who take pleasure in creating dissensions that
they bring ruin not only upon themselves, but on the whole community.
They must stop this. Let them give up considerations of mere self-
interest and turn their minds to doing good.

1 Syed Ameer Ali (1849-1928); Member, Judicial Committee of the Privy Council;
Judge of Calcutta High Court, 1890-1904; author of Islam and books on Mahomedan
Law, etc. In July 1907, H.O. Ally wrote a letter to Ameer Ali, a member also of the
South Africa British Indian Committee, expressing his opposition to Gandhiji’s continued
campaign against the Asiatic Registration Act, for, he said, that would ruin “thousands
of my co-religionists who are all traders while the Hindus are mostly hawkers”. He

sought the intervention of the Committee against the satyagraha movement. Vide also
Vol. VII, pp. 123-4.
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To the Hindu brethren I would say that all of us must live together
as one people, regardless of the things a few Muslims who are enemies
of the community may say. Looking at the matter in that light, they
should give no thought to others’ mistakes. They must not answer
back. There can be no quarrel unless both the sides are at fault. Let
them be careful, therefore, not to be in the wrong even partly.

In South Africa, I have only one duty: to bring the Hindus and
the Muslims together and serve them as a single community. Some
questions have arisen in this connection. We shall consider them next

week. Meanwhile I request every Indian to read this patiently several
times over.

Monanpas KaraMcHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908

49. LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS!

JOHANNESBURG,
February 22, 1908

DEAR MR. SMUTS,

In accordance with the permission given by you, I now take the
opportunity of sending you a draft Bill?> to amend Immigration Restriction
Act No. 15 of 1907. The draft, in my opinion, meets the situation
entirely. The time is ripe for me to submit it, inasmuch as there is
every evidence now of the Asiatics loyally accepting the compromise.

You will see that some of the rights given by the Asiatic Act have
not been availed of by the draft; for instance, Asiatics who were in the
Transvaal on the 31st day of May, 1902 are, under the Act to be
repealed, entitled to registration, whereas, under the draft now submit-
ted, they are not. I have omitted them advisedly, because it exposes
Asiatics to temptation. I have assumed that those who were in the
Colony on the 31st day of May, 1902 must have by the time voluntary
registration is completed availed themselves of it. There could not be
many outside the Colony who were in it on that day and have not yet
returned. If, however, there are any exceptional cases, they can be
dealt with under the last clause of the amendment of Paragraph g. On

1 A copy of this letter to Smuts was also sent by Ritch as an annexure to his
letter of July 27 to the Colonial Office. In his reply dated March 12 (S. N. 4798),
Lane wrote that General Smuts had his “hands pretty full of other matters” just
then and had ‘“‘not yet had time to go into the question™.

2 Vide enclosure, pp. 103-4.
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the other hand, I have ventured to specifically protect Asiatics who paid
£3 to the old Government before the war, because, although they are
not mentioned in Act 2 of 1907, it always was the intention to pro-
tect them, and holders of such certificates who are without the Colony
cannot now number more than one hundred.

The clause about temporary permits has been taken over from Act 2
of 1907. I have ventured to import into the draft Bill a section
dealing with the Church Street property! held by the late Aboobaker
Amod. As you are aware, the section in Act 2 of 1907 proved abortive.
A section of that description may not appear in its place in an Immig-
ration Bill but, as the law repeals the Asiatic Law Amendment Act,
the relief sought to be granted under that Act might well be granted in
a repealing Bill. I am sure that you would be pleased to restore to
the heirs ownership of their inheritance. As you may be aware, the
property is leased to a European firm and is being entirely used by
Europeans and the building thereon is in every way a credit to the
principal street of Pretoria.

I have omitted to take over from the Asiatic Act the section sup-
posed to give relief with reference to liquor. I, personally, think that it
is perfectly useless and should never have formed part of the Act.?

I know that you are going to amend Section 6 also of the
Immigration Restriction Act3. I was almost going to submit a draft
amendment, but, on second thoughts, I considered that it was not my
place to do so. May I, however, suggest that the power of removal be
changed into authority to the Magistrate to convict persons who may
disobey the order to leave and to imprison them until they would leave
the Colony of their own accord and at their own expense. I think that
that is the utmost that a civilized Government can possibly do.If Section
6 is amended in the manner above indicated, Section 11 and Sub-Sec-
tion f of Section 15 will require corresponding amendment.

There now remains for me to point out that, according to my
reading of the Immigration Restriction Act, Malays and Cape Coloured
people become prohibited immigrants. I hardly think that such was the
intention of the Government. I should imagine that they would be
protected the same as descendants of the aboriginal races of Africa,
as per clause h of Section 2.

In my opinion, no further amendments would be necessary in order
to carry out the main purpose of the Asiatic Act in the way of
inspection and in the way of restriction of licences only to those who

1 Vide Vol. V, pp. 267-8 & Vol. VI, p. 118.

2 Vide Vol. VI, p. 118.

3 For provisions of Immigration Restriction Bill, vide Vol. VII, pp. 492-6 and
for the Immigrants’ Restriction Act, vide Appendix I of this Volume.
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are not prohibited immigrants, because both these are already more
than provided for under the Immigration Restriction Act. Every person
applying for a licence will have to prove that he is not a prohibited
immigrant and the officers appointed under the Immigration Restric-
tion Act will have the power to put to proof any person suspected
of being a prohibited immigrant.

If there are any Asiatics who do not avail themselves of the
voluntary offer, I do not think, in view of the amendment suggested
by me, that you require the use of the Asiatic Act to deal with them,
because they will ipso facto become prohibited immigrants and would,
therefore, be liable to an expulsion order. Those who are outside the
Colony and are because of their former domicile entitled to re-enter,
although they may not possess educational qualifications, are, as you
will notice, under the draft submitted by me, required to take out a
registration certificate according to the voluntary form within seven
days of their arrival.

I remain,
Yours truly,

M. K. GaNDHI

GeEnerAL J. C. SmuTts
CoronNiaL OFFICE
PrRETORIA

[EncLOSURE]

DRAFT IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL TO AMEND
ACT NO. 15 OF 1907

1. Section one of said Act is hereby repealed and replaced as
follows: ‘“The Peace Preservation Ordinance, 1903, the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act No. 2 of 1907, and Sub-Section (c) of Article two of
Law No. 3 of 1885 as amended by Volksraad Resolutions Article 1419
of the 12th day of August, 1886, and Article 128 of the 16th day of
May, 1890 are hereby repealed, provided that nothing done under
the said Ordinance, Act, or Law, before such repeal shall be affected
by such repeal.”

2. Paragraph (g) of Sub-Section one of Section two is hereby
repealed and replaced by the following: “Any Asiatic who has obtained
a certificate of registration under the Asiatic Law Amendment Act,
1907, or any Asiatic who has obtained before the . .. day of . . . a certi-
ficate as per form hereto attached and described in Schedule A, or
any Asiatic who, not being within the Colony, is in possession of a
permit or registration certificate lawfully issued to him and of which he



104 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

is proved to the satisfaction of the Immigration Officer to be the lawful
possessor and who shall within seven days after entering the Colony
apply for a certificate as per Schedule A, or any Asiatic who is consi-
dered by the Minister as eligible for such certificate and who does not
come within the scope of Sub-Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 of the definition
of ‘prohibited immigrant’ as in the said Act 15 of 1907.”

3. The Minister shall have the power from time to time to issue
temporary permits to enter and remain in the Colony to any “prohi-
bited immigrant”.

4. Portion of Erf No. 373 Church Street, Pretoria, which was
registered in the name of the late Aboobaker Amod and which is at
present registered in the name of Henry Solomon Leon Polak may be
transferred in favour of the heirs of the late Aboobaker Amod notwith-
standing anything to the contrary in Law 3 of 1885 as amended by
Volksraad Resolutions Article 1419 of the 12th day of August, 1886
and without payment of further transfer duty.

Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908
Also India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 2896/08

50. BLUE BOOK

The Blue book published by Lord Elgin! in January is now available
in South Africa. It is called a Blue book, though it should really be
called a black book. Anyone who reads this Blue book and follows it will
soon realize that the Indians’ success was in spite of the Imperial Govern-
ment, which had ranged itself on the other side; it was won entirely
on the strength of truth. It appears that, until January 10, the attitude
of the Imperial Government was a feeble one. We have seen how it
changed after that date. But we do not have to be grateful to the Imperial
Government for that. For them it was a good deed done under the
stress [of circumstances]. We see from the Blue book that, if the Immig-
rants’ [Restriction] Act remains in its present form, sub-section 4
of section 2 of the Act?, as interpreted by the Government, will preclude
the entry of any Indian residing outside the Transvaal. If this inter-
pretation of the Act is correct, it is all the more clear how valuable has

I Lord Elgin (1849-1917); Viceroy of India, 1894-99; nominated, on his return,
chairman of a Royal Commission to investigate the conduct of the South African War;
became in 1905 Secretary of State for the Colonies in Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman’s
Cabinet. For report of his interview to Transvaal Indian Deputation, vide Vol. VI,
pp- 113-26.

2 Vide Vol. VII, p. 493.
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been our success. At the same time we must realize that, if the Govern-
ment’s interpretation of the immigration Act is correct, even Indians who
pass the education test cannot enter. If the Indian community acquits
itself well during the [next] three months, this fear will very likely prove
to have been without basis. For the present, however, the first comment
we have to make on the Blue book is this: though the immigration
Act admitted of this insidious interpretation, Lord Elgin acquiesced in
it. Likewise, he also acquiesced in section 6, which provides for the
deportation of Indians on the plea of the Asiatic [Registration] Act
having received Royal assent. The Colonial Government should, there-
fore, be granted the powers required to enforce that Act and to deport
the satyagrahis. Mr. Morley!, too, acquiesced in this after some hesita-
tion, being satisfied with Mr. Smuts’ assurance given him and Lord Elgin
that [Indian] Princes and other [dignitaries] would be given the necessary
permits for visits. The whole affair is as much a disgrace to the Indian
community as it is to the British Empire. The British rulers take us to
be so lowly and ignorant that they assume that, like the Kaffirs who can
be pleased with toys and pins, we can also be fobbed off with trinkets.
It is a tribute to the marvellous power of truth—be it noted by the
Indians—that our rulers who thought us despicable were forced to
change their opinion when they saw 200 Indians in gaol. We also
learn from the same Blue book that the Chinese Consul, having raised
the question of finger-impressions, found it necessary to withdraw it
in view of the petition by the Chinese Association, and to tell Sir Edward
Grey later that the [Chinese] objection was really to the Act itself [and
not just to the finger-impressions]. We earnestly hope that the Indian
community will not throw away, through a mistaken step or sheer
thoughtlessness, the success that has been gained after such strenuous
effort.  When we have more time, we shall place before our readers
the translations of relevant portions of this Blue book so that they may
have the same picture of it as we have in our mind. Meanwhile, the
only request we make is that they should remember that the movement
has a long way to go yet and that these three months have been granted
to us for finalizing our preparations and sharpening our weapons. If
we make the mistake of supposing that we cannot again put up the same
kind of fight, we shall to our regret lose even that which we have gained.
Those who wish India well must ponder over this. They ought not

1 John Morley (1838-1923); English statesman, writer and philosopher; ardent
advocate of Home Rule for Ireland; Secretary for Ireland in Gladstone’s Cabinet;
Secretary of State for India, 1905-10; became Viscount Morley of Blackburn in 1908
and Member of the House of Lords; later devoted himself to introducing repre-
sentative element in Indian Government. For report of his interview to Transvaal Indian

Deputation, vide Vol. VI, pp. 208-17.
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to allow their character—patience, endurance, generosity, industriousness,
etc.—to desert them.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908

51. RITCH’S WORK : AN APPRECIATION!

We must do something for Mr. Ritch without losing time. He
has done invaluable work. We think it will be a great sin if the com-
munity fails in doing its duty by him. There are very few [persons]
to be found even among Indians, let alone the whites, who have
Mr. Ritch’s perseverance and single-mindedness. We hope both the
poor and the rich will contribute to the best of their means. We will
publish the name of every contributor. No one should take cover behind
what another does. We must not wait for another to make a beginning.
In matters like these everyone should be ready to make a beginning
himself. Nowadays we do not publish translations of letters from
Mr. Ritch often enough—although they are now particularly long.
We already know the results of the developments he mentions. Attaching
as we do more importance to other current matters, we either omit
his letters or abridge them.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908

52. BAD HABIT

A reader from Durban writes to say that many of us are in the
habit of referring to Indians from Calcutta or Madras, in public as
well as in private, as ‘“‘coolya” or ‘“coolie”’. The complaint appears
to be justified. We have often heard well-bred Indians use such terms.
We are annoyed when Mr. Smuts or other whites use the word “‘coolie”,
but ourselves frequently use the same word deliberately or unwittingly,
referring to persons from Calcutta or Madras who may not be labourers.
The correspondent informs us that he once heard an Indian businessman
refer to a person from Calcutta as a “‘coolie’” in the presence of a lawyer.
We hope that every Indian who has this habit will give it up, if only
because such behaviour stands in the way of bringing all the Indians
together.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908

1 Vide ‘“Ritch’s Great Achievement”, p. 63 and “Fund for Ritch”, pp. 88-9.
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REGISTRATION

Registration is going on apace. The officials are not able to attend
to all the Indians who turn up. They cannot manage more than 200
applications a day. Since all the officials are fully occupied in Johannes-
burg, it has not been possible to move the office to other towns. But it
is likely that by the middle of March the office will have visited all the
other towns.

THE CHINESE

There arose a further misunderstanding about registration certi-
ficates for the Chinese. ~Mr. Chamney told Mr. Quinn that it was
not right that all the Chinese should give their thumb-impressions
only. Mr. Gandhi then found it necessary to intervene, and it was
eventually agreed that the Chinese who reported might give their
thumb-impressions only. The more the Chinese persist in such childish
obstinacy, the more they lose their good name. The Indians readily
go to the Office and furnish their finger-impressions, and this wins for
them an increasing appreciation of their nobility and gentleness. About
95 per cent. of the Indians have already given their finger-impressions.
About five per cent. probably gave only their thumb-impressions. True
bravery implies humility and gentleness. We find the most fearless
persons appear calm and gentle. The famous General Gordon! was
ordinarily mild as a lamb, kind-hearted and gentle in his dealings, and
altogether without a trace of rudeness about him. Even children could
talk to him freely. The same person roared like a lion when his honour
was at stake.

STORY OF FINGER-IMPRESSIONS

I feel ashamed for the community that I should still have to write
about finger-impressions. The point is so simple that it is difficult to
understand why it is still being argued. But the late Professor
Max Muller said that as long as truth is not effectively impressed on
the mind of the other, there is nothing wrong in repeating the same
thing over and over again in different words. It is indeed necessary to
do so. Besides, there are some mischief-mongers among us who want

I Charles George Gordon (1833-85); British soldier and administrator; served
in the Crimean War and later with distinction in China (hence ‘“Chinese Gordon”)
and Egypt; was Governor-General of the Sudan; died defending Khartoum against
the Mahdi’s forces.
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to see trouble in the community. In order to counter the arguments
of such persons from time to time and thus prevent sincere but simple-
minded Indians from wavering, it is necessary to put down every idea
that occurs to one. I can see indications that in the end digit-impressions
will be introduced all over South Africa—maybe ten, maybe eighteen
of them—although, of course, I do not see why that should frighten us.
The immigration Act has been in force in the Transvaal since January
1. It has not yet been possible to enforce it against Indians, for their
campaign has been directed against registration itself. Under that law,
there are four different kinds of passes to be taken out.

In the first place, under the law, even a person who, by virtue of
being an old resident, is entitled to return to the Colony [after tempo-
rary absence] is required to have a pass; he may, however, find it
difficult to return for want of proficiency in a European language.
Such passes will rarely be necessary for Indians as they will have their
registration certificates with them. But they will be required of whites
—Jews and others—belonging to the working class, for it may happen
that they do not know English and that some of them do not have £20
in cash. On one side this pass will carry particulars about the holder,
such as his name, address, and on the other his ten finger-impressions.
That is, the position is for them the same as that obtaining for Indians
today. The only difference is that the Indians have to affix their finger-
impressions on the application only, not on their passes. But the [other
kind of] passes referred to earlier will bear the ten finger-impressions
[of the holder] and will have to be produced often.

The second kind of pass is meant for new immigrants under the
same law. It is intended mostly for Jews, for they will not be able to
take the test at Volksrust easily. Moreover, there are no Yiddish-
knowing officials at the border. Arrangements have been made for
issuing passes to such persons at the port or in England itself. This
pass, like the first, will bear impressions of all the ten fingers.

The third kind of pass is in the nature of a permit which may be
issued to anyone for a limited period. It will also bear ten finger-
impressions.

The fourth is meant for witnesses who may be allowed into the
Transvaal but who cannot take the test. This will also bear ten finger-
impressions.

There are thus four kinds of passes [to be had against] varying
fees, of which two categories are such as will most likely apply only
to the whites. [The system of] finger-impressions has been introduced
for these passes. How can the Indian community then protest against
finger-impressions? It is to be observed moreover that the whites do
not oppose these regulations at all. The reason is worth noting. The
whites are free and independent. They do not get scared unnecessarily,
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neither do they see humiliation where in fact there is none. And for the
same reason they do not feel that finger-impressions by themselves
imply criminality. The fact is that for the identification [of pass-
holders] and for the prevention of fraud, digit-impressions offer a simple,
effective and scientific means. It is true that this method was at first
applied only to criminals. That is the reason why, when the method
was sought to be applied particularly to Indians under compulsion,
we opposed it and were justified in doing so. But there is no reason
to oppose it now. Many reforms have been adopted after they were
first tried out on criminals; for instance, vaccination with cow-pox
serum. When Mr. Jenner discovered this method of vaccination, he
first tried it on prisoners. It was introduced among the rest of the
population after the experiment had proved successful. No one could
argue that the free population was thereby humiliated.

If anyone wants to know why all these arguments were not advanced
earlier, it is easy to answer the question. Formerly, finger-prints were
a part of an enslaving law and therefore a symbol of our slavery. It
was thus our duty to draw attention to the humiliating aspect of [giving]
finger-impressions. It was then no part of this journal’s intention to
help [the Government] to dress the Indian community in a cloak of
slavery by arguing that finger-impressions were bound to be introduced
in the end, or that the method had advantages from a scientific point
of view. There was no need, therefore, at that time to argue that in
a certain context it would become necessary to give finger-impressions,
or that there should be no objection to [giving] them. That was at
a time when it was necessary to present a strong case against the law.
All the arguments advanced at that time either in my news-letters or
elsewhere in this paper were valid. Even today, given an identical
situation, they would be absolutely valid. If anywhere in the world
they should introduce the [system of] compulsory finger-impressions,
or even a thumb-impression for the Indian community alone, with
the object of stigmatizing it for the colour of its skin, this journal will
again take up the banner and repeat the arguments used in the past.
Besides, everyone must know that we have always said that our campaign
was not directed against finger-impressions as such but against the law.
The repeal of the law being assured, the Indian sword returned, on its
own as it were, to the scabbard.

ABouTt LICENCES

For a variety of reasons it has now been arranged that those who
have taken out registration certificates of their own accord should have
licences issued to them even before a new law is passed. It will be
stated on the licences that they are being issued subject to the approval
by Parliament of [the principle of] voluntary registration. This is a
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more satisfactory arrangement than the issuing of conditional receipts,
and is an earnest of the Government’s intention fully to honour its
commitment to the Indian community.

May 31, 1902

Questions have often been raised about the column in the application
form calling for information about the applicant’s whereabouts on
May 31 [1902]. It is in the interests of the Indian community that this
information is sought, for those who were in the Transvaal on May 31,
1902 can be registered even in the absence of a permit or other similar
evidence.!

WiLL VorLuNTARY REGISTRANTS BE SuBjECT TO ExIsTING LAW?

There should have been no need to ask this question. There exists
a written understanding with General Smuts that those who take out
registers of their own accord will not be subject to the law, even if there
should be a few such Indians.

New ENTRANTS

A question has also been asked whether fresh entrants into the
Transvaal will be allowed in. I think those who pass the education
test under the immigration law should be able to come in. However,
the Blue book received from England recently shows that, according
to the interpretation put upon sub-section 4 of section 2 of the immig-
ration Act, even educated people cannot enter.? I do not myself
accept this view, neither does Mr. Gregorowski3. If the proposed law
incorporates amendments which I should like, it will no longer be
possible to argue that sub-section 4 admits of two interpretations.
Whatever the correct interpretation, I would strongly advise the intending
Indian immigrants and permitless refugee Indians not to think of
entering the Transvaal for the present. The first duty of the Indian
community is to prove its worth and its honesty within three months.
We shall see about the other things afterwards. If any educated persons
or refugees want to enter the Transvaal at present, I am sure that it will
only harm [the cause of] the community. Durban has been of great
help in this struggle, and I hope that it will continue working hard
for some time more to prevent the entry of permitless Indians into the
Transvaal.

VoOLKSRUST INDIANS
In January, the Volksrust Committee sent the Association a sum
of L7 telegraphically which was made up of contributions from the

1 Vide also “Letter to General Smuts”, pp. 101-3.
2 Vide Vol. VII, p. 103.
3 A Johannesburg barrister
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following persons: Mr. Mahomed Suleman, £3; Messrs Hoosen
Suleman & Co. (Parakh) £2; Messrs Suleman Moosaji Mungera,
Ebrahim Mahomed Jadavat and Moosa Suleman, 10s each; Messrs
Asmal Ahmed of Kanam and Ahmed Ebrahim Hasrod, 5s each; total
£7. This should have been reported earlier, and I am sorry that it
could not be.

NEw REGISTER

The new registration certificate will contain the following particulars:
name, community, age, height, external mark of identification, the
Registrar’s signature, date of [issue of] the certificate, signature of the
person registered, and the right thumb-impression. Then follow below
name of wife, address, and the names, ages, address and relationship [to
applicant] of children under sixteen years of age and of minors of the
same age. This register is altogether different from the one issued under
the new law. The wife’s name found a place in the old register!,
and harassment of women can be obviated if the name is mentioned.
This register makes no reference to the new law. Registers taken out
voluntarily will be numbered serially beginning with one.

FINGER-PRINTS FROM WOMEN

It is reported from Volksrust that officials demand thumb-impressions
of Indian women, and the latter give these. What is more, the women
give thumb-impressions and refuse to lodge complaints. We have
thus lost many rights through fear. For myself I would rather that
women were not subjected to such harassment. Even white women
have to give their finger-impressions, to say nothing of thumb-impressions.
There is good reason for this: a large number of white women of
questionable reputation come in. No such charge has been made
against Indian women in the Transvaal. I believe, therefore, that, if
the Indian community shows some pluck in dealing with the matter,
Indian women may be spared the harassment of interrogation. I hope
that this point will be borne in mind and that all such cases will be
reported without fail to the Association.

PieTeErRSBURG GaoL

Writing about the experiences of Indians who went to gaol in
Pietersburg in connection with the law, Mr. Khanderia tells us that
they were all kept together in gaol. The arrangements were good.
The meals consisted of pulses, rice, vegetables and ghee. The Magis-
trate being very kind, the prisoners were permitted to write letters.
Once a week they could also have a visitor [each] in connection with

I Issued under Law 3 of 1885
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their business. The gaoler, too, was kind. Mr. Bhayat’s manager
and Mr. Abdool Latief visited the gaol once.

I had always thought that Indians would not have difficulties in
mofussil gaols, for the freedom that one has in a village gaol can
never be had in city gaols, such as those in Johannesburg, Pretoria,
etc. If we hope to achieve much in the future, we shall have frequent
occasions to go to gaol. It is therefore necessary to note such facts.

MEETING OF ASSOCIATION

A meeting of the British Indian Association took place on Friday,
the 2Ist. A large number of Indians were present. After some discussion,
it was resolved, at the instance of Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir, who was
supported by Mr. Thambi Naidoo, to try and send Mr. Ritch a sum
of £300 at the least as a mark of our appreciation for his work, and if
necessary, to draw upon the funds of the Association for this purpose to
the extent of £100.! [It was further resolved] to send addresses to
Lord Ampthill and Sir Muncherjee Bhownaggree at a cost of up to £25,
to give a gift of about £50 in value to Mr. Polak, £10 or more to
Miss Schlesin, £10 to Mr. Isaac?, £10 to Mr. Curtis and also [send gifts]
to others who had rendered appreciable help in furthering the movement.
It was also decided at the same meeting to give a dinner to Mr. Cart-
wright, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Doke and a few others. Tickets priced at
two guineas each will be issued for the dinner. It is hoped that about 30
Indians will buy tickets. The proceeds will be spent on the dinner,
to which 20 whites will be invited. If the idea works, this will perhaps
be the first instance in South Africa of so many Indians and whites
coming together at a party.

In passing the resolution about expressing, in concrete terms, our
appreciation [of the help received], I think the Indian community
has only done its duty. The whites who helped did so sincerely, without
any expectation of reward. The Chinese Association, too, will pass
a similar resolution. As for Mr. Ritch, I hope that a tidy amount will
be collected exclusively for him and that the reserve fund of the Asso-
ciation will not have to be drawn upon. Mr. Ritch’s services have
been such that no Indian should hesitate to contribute his mite.

SUGGESTION

At present there is such heavy pressure on the Registration Office
from the Johannesburg Indians alone that preferably only those Indians

1 Vide pp. 63, 88-9 & 106.

2 Gabriel I. Isaac; English Jew and jeweller; a practising vegetarian associated
with the Johannesburg vegetarian restaurant; sometime member of Pheenix Settlement,
travelled collecting subscriptions and advertisements for Indian Opinion and was ever
ready to be of use to the journal and to Gandhiji; later became a satyagrahi.
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from outside the city, who are in a hurry to leave for India, should come
here [for purposes of registration]; the rest will have time enough later.

Hawkiers aAND PEDLARS

Many of them do not understand the difference between a hawker
and a pedlar, and needlessly pay more money to take out a hawker’s
licence. Anyone who plies his goods in a horse-drawn carriage is a
hawker and anyone who uses a barrow or a basket is a pedlar. The
pedlar’s licence costs only £3, whereas a hawker’s licence costs £5.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908

54. FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS!

I wrote last week of the real issues underlying the controversy that
is raging over the compromise.? I promised then to write again. Even
an emperor cannot bring round those who are bent on mischief directed
against the community. How then can I, a poor man, hope to do so?
My effort is directed only towards those who harbour no mischievous
intent, but who are likely to be misled by others.

Way Dip I nor Consurt OTHERS?

This question is often raised, and I have already answered it. The
letter’ which I am said to have signed without consulting others was
not explicit on the question of finger-impressions. My meeting with
General Smuts was followed by a largely attended meeting* of Indians
at midnight. I put the question of finger-prints before the meeting,
and all the Indian leaders who were present authorized me to agree
to the proposal. Shahji was the only one who opposed it. When I
met Mr. Smuts the following Monday, I was thus fully aware of the
people’s views. I had also in mind the messages I had received from
the leaders while I was in gaol. I had kept myself fully informed of
the real difficulties of the people and the state of their mind.

I Dip notr SHOW PATIENCE

Some persons believe that since I was in gaol I was not posted with
the developments in England. It would have been, they argue, a very
good thing if I had waited a little longer. This again is not true. While
in gaol I was kept posted with all the information. Even if I had not

I This was published under the title “Another Letter from Mr. Gandhi”.
2 Vide ‘“Letter to Friends”, pp. 75-6 and ‘A Brief Explanation”, pp. 99-101.
3 Vide “Letter to Colonial Secretary”, pp. 40-2.

4 The Press refrained, at the instance of the conveners, from publishing reports
of this meeting.

8-8
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been, I had already predicted what would happen in England. I have
not therefore acted in ignorance. We stood to gain nothing by waiting
longer than we did, for it is not as if we had agreed to finger-impressions
under pressure. It was because of our offer of voluntary registration
that we received support in England. If I had lost any time when the
offer came from the Government, it would have cost us the sympathy
we got in England. Let us remember that there were elderly and
respectable businessmen who were to go to gaol the day following that
of the compromise. The thought was gnawing at my heart. I saw
that it was my duty to prevent this from happening if I could. It is
therefore wrong to speak of undue haste on my part.

Moreover, those who followed me to gaol had rather discouraging
reports to give. They told me that people were losing courage. The
hawkers, they told me, had stopped going their rounds. They wanted
me to bring about a compromise as early as possible. Those who went
to gaol lost their nerve in a few days, and some of them hinted that
they would not go to gaol again. General Smuts told me much the same
thing when I met him: that I did not have the slightest idea of the
number of people who had wanted to submit to the law. A few people
had already sent applications to him in secret. I even know the names
of some of them. All these things could not just be ignored by a person
who had been deeply involved in the struggle for 16 months. However,
if I had seen any objection to finger-impressions, or if I had even known
that Indians in the Transvaal would be extremely unhappy about
having to give their finger-impressions, there would perhaps have been
some reason for further deliberation. But, as far as I could judge, there
was no objection to the voluntary provision of finger-impressions just
as there was none to voluntary registration; and I knew that sensible
persons in the Transvaal were not opposed to the idea, for they had
no objection to finger-impressions as such, but only to the manner in
which they were [required] to give them under the law. Since that
situation no longer obtained, finger-impressions in themselves had
become innocuous.

Dip I Lose CouraGce IN GaoL?

People who accuse me [thus] do not know me at all. If there was
one person who enjoyed being in gaol, it was I. I did not find anyone
else as content to be in gaol as I was. I should welcome gaol again
if the occasion demanded it; so sure am I of myself.

PoinT IN GivING FINGER-IMPRESSIONS

Some people want to know what I mean when I say that it is
advantageous for us to give our finger-impressions. Let me mention
some of the reasons.
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1. By agreeing to give our finger-impressions we have only shown
our good sense and proved that the campaign was not against these.

2. T thought it wise to satisfy the Government on a matter such
as this. Experience has confirmed the view.

3. If we had not agreed now to give the finger-impressions, we
would have later been compelled to give them. Whether or not we
would have given them then is another question.

4. Several clauses of the immigration Act provide for the taking
of whites’ finger-impressions.

5. T think I acted honestly in giving my finger-impressions. I have
therefore made good my pledge and shown that I was not cowed down
by the Pathans’ assault. I have also forestalled the charge that I had
so contrived things as not to have to give my own finger-impressions.

6. This [arrangement] safeguards the interests of many poor
people.

7. It has added to the prestige of the Indian community, and
several whites have now become ardent friends of the community.

How CHINESE MANAGED TO EscApe

Some people argue that the Chinese fought and so managed things
that they had to give no more than a thumb-impression. This is a
mistaken view. It is the British Indian Association that is responsible
for having had them exempted. I intervened in the matter and sent
amessage to Mr. Smuts from bed. It istherefore a part of the compromise
that the Chinese will give their thumb-impressions only. We could
have done what the Chinese have done. But, by their obstinacy, the
Chinese have lost their good name with the Government, whereas we
have retained ours. Not only that; a situation has arisen in which,
if the Indian community wanted it, the Government might single out
the Chinese [for differential treatment]. We are not the people to
attempt anything of the kind. The thoughtful among the Chinese realize
this, and that is why they have been voluntarily giving their finger-
impressions. Mr. Quinn has already given his.

VOLUNTARY VERSUS COMPULSORY

In this connection, a patriotic worker has cited an excellent analogy
for the benefit of our Muslim brethren. According to the Koran it is
permissible to eat the flesh of an animal slaughtered in the name of
God, but not otherwise. Similarly, it is legitimate to give finger-
impressions voluntarily, but it was not so when they were compulsory.

Have EbpucaTtep Founp IT PROFITABLE ARRANGEMENT?

This question can only come from sheer lack of understanding.
Those who are really educated are bound always to have an advantage
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over others. If that were not so, there should be no need of education.
Those who have not themselves had any education should realize that,
if the educated prosper, the entire community stands to gain. It may
be that the educated persons do not always prove themselves worthy.
Besides, what do we mean when we speak of a “profitable arrangement” ?
What special advantage is to be had from either giving or not giving
finger-impressions? The educated persons may sign their names while
the uneducated only put a cross. What is the special advantage in
either arrangement? In fact our object should be to safeguard the
rights of as many as possible. It is degrading to feel envious without
cause; indeed it is cowardly. Let us remember that only if there is
water in the well will there be any in the trough, and in that belief, we
should encourage education. [Instead of envying others,] we should
aspire for the same thing for ourselves. We should realize the value
of education and help it to spread.

REAL SieNIFICANCE oOF Law

What is the really objectionable feature of the law? If someone
asked me this question, I should first say that it was a mystery which
could not be easily explained. We feel the air through its effects but
cannot see it. We smell the fragrance of flowers, but cannot see it.
Having called on someone, I can only say whether I was treated cour-
teously or discourteously, but often cannot point to anything specific
indicating either. There may be two pearls, one genuine and the other
false. Only an expert can tell between the two, and we would respect
his judgment. I think experience has made me something of an expert
about laws. When I read this outrageous law, my hair stood on end,
and I felt there was something wrong about it. The law was so drafted
as to make slaves of us. It was to be the harbinger of other disabilities
to come. If the law had come to stay, it would have ruined us every-
where. They passed the law in spite of our protest, treating the entire
community as criminally inclined. Even if we had stood to gain hundreds
of thousands of rupees by deferring to the law, it would have been
contemptible of us to have taken the money. If people outside this
country read the law, they would suppose that those who submitted
to it were slaves. The law would have made cowards of us all. It
would have put an especial affront upon our religion. It also sought
to stigmatize our children. If it had been enforced, we would have
been doomed to Locations for ever. There is no reference anywhere
in these arguments to finger-impressions. There are bound to be
some who, I know, will despair of this enigma. But having lived in
enslavement for so many years, we cannot recognize freedom when we
see it. When, after a long period of confinement in a dark room,
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La Touche [?]' was taken out, he was dazzled by sunlight and [asked]
to be sent back to his cell. In the same way, having remained in a
dark room for so long, we cannot bear the light.

WiLL FINGER-IMPRESSIONS BE INTRODUCED ELSEWHERE?

For my part, I believe that finger-impressions will be introduced
in many Colonies. Nor do I see anything objectionable in this. It
all depends upon the manner in which they are introduced. Shall I
refuse to act out of my free choice for fear that the action may be made
compulsory in future ? Would it be wrong to serve a friend who is ill,
fearing that in future he might exact this service from me? While in
gaol I cleaned latrines of my own accord. That did not lead anyone
to force me [to do so again]. If the officials had tried to, they would
have got a ready retort. I take it to be cowardice to refuse to do some-
thing good in itself for fear that it might become compulsory in future.

This should be enough. All these arguments have been advanced
earlier, if not in this form, in some other form. They should be studied
closely, and we must resolve in our own minds that Hindus and Muslims
will always stick together. They ought not always to be suspicious
[of one another]. We will take every step warily. We will not be
foolhardy. Only if we conduct ourselves in this manner shall we become
a single people, and go forward; otherwise we shall be blown apart,
like a cloud, by the gentlest breath of wind.

Monuanpas KARAMCHAND GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908

55. LETTER TO “INDIAN OPINION’*?

JOHANNESBURG,
March 3, 1908

THE EDITOR,
INDIAN OPINION
SIR,

The honour of the Indian community has been vindicated and a
great victory won. It has earned the admiration of the world and gained
more prestige. During the early stages of the struggle the white
population of the Transvaal and South Africa laughed at the community,
and it was only after the movement had gathered momentum that those

1@[[&%[ in original
2 Judging from the contents, it appears likely that Gandhiji drafted this.
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among the whites who valued truth and were men of conscience came
forward to help us. In England, the brave Ritch, neglecting his dear,
bed-ridden wife and his children, rushed about working like a convict
under a sentence of hard labour. He roused public opinion throughout
England. His impassioned eloquence touched every heart [and
evoked] the sympathy of the nobility, the rich and the poor alike. The
spark [that he struck] broke forth into a warm burning flame in the
hearts of the Transvaal Ministers. Indian prisoners were set free as a
result and their offer of [voluntary registration] was accepted. Indeed,
God has saved the community’s honour.

The Indians’ success is the first example of its kind. Its value
cannot be exaggerated. Every Indian ought to be proud of it. If one
adheres to truth, succour from God or His servants will follow in-
evitably. If we are to keep alive the memory of that divine succour
in the minds of our descendants, every Indian will agree that the
Federation Hall is a necessity. All those who have Indian blood in
their veins will work sincerely to promote the cause in every possible
manner. Since the hall will serve as a memorial, both the poor and the
rich must help in every way, financial and other.

It has been decided to build the hall in Johannesburg. The
collection will start in a few days. Every Transvaal Indian must pay
10s at the least and a receipt will be issued to him under the signature
of the Chairman of the British Indian Association. Businessmen, pro-
perty-owners and other well-placed Indians must contribute more than
10s each—the most they can. Any Indian who misleads the people on
this issue or indulges in scheming will be an enemy to the country and
truth. I want to make a special appeal to every Indian to keep clear
of the net that such persons may spread for us and, holding God and
truth dear, to come forward and help in every way possible. It is hoped
that the rich will contribute anything between £50 and £100 at the
least. Those who have registered under the old law are in no way
distinct from us. Here is an occasion for them to do their duty and
make themselves really useful.! We hope that they will contribute a
handsome amount.

It is especially needful on this occasion to express our appreciation
of Mr. Ritch, the brave man who has worked tirelessly in England as
the truest soldier of this campaign at all stages. The Association has
resolved to offer him only £300 on behalf of [Indians in] South Africa—a
paltry amount indeed since, owing to other pressing demands, it will
be unable to send a larger sum just now. It is essential that this money
be raised as quickly as possible. Indian leaders all over the South African

1 Vide also “To Those Who Submitted to the Obnoxious Law”, p. 63.
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Colonies should collect contributions and send them in time to the
British Indian Association at Johannesburg.
Yours etc.,
Essop IsmaiL Mia
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-3-1908

56. MY GAOL EXPERIENCES[-I]!

Many friends have asked me to reduce to writing my experiences
of the gaol life, all too brief though it was. There were certain things
that came under my observation which might be of advantage if they
were put in a more or less permanent form. Believing as I do firmly
that incarceration may often be the means of opening the gateway to
freedom, liberty, and reform, the experiences I am about to relate may
not be profitless to those who do not mind, for the sake of a principle,
suffering some inconvenience, or, at any rate, restraint on their personal
liberty.

It was on the 10th of January, 1908, in the afternoon of a Friday,
that Messrs P. K. Naidoo, C. M. Pillay, Karwa, Easton and Fortoen
(the latter two Chinese) and I were sentenced to be imprisoned for
two months, without hard labour, for the crime of not having taken
out our registration certificates under the Asiatic Law Amendment
Act?2. T was the first to be tried at Johannesburg, and, after receiving
my sentence, and after having been detained for a few minutes at the
prisoners’ yard attached to the Magistrate’s Court, I was asked to get
into a cab, to which I was stealthily taken in order to evade the enormous
crowd that was waiting outside the Court House, and was quickly driven
to the Fort. Many were the thoughts that came surging through my
mind as I was being driven. Was I to be specially treated as a purely
political prisoner? Was I to be separated from my fellow-prisoners?
Was I to be taken to the Johannesburg gaol at all? To my very great
relief I was soon disillusioned. I was not tobe separated from Mr. Naidoo
and others who were tried with me, nor were we to receive any special
treatment. At the same time I was a little unprepared for what followed.
We were all first taken to the reception room, as the room which is used
for measuring and dressing prisoners is called. There we were weighed
and totally undressed. We were given non-labour clothes to wear,

1 This appeared in two instalments in the English section under Gandhiji’s
name as ‘‘Special to Indian Opinion”.
2 Asiatic Registration Act
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consisting of trousers, shirt, jumper, cap, socks, and a pair of closed
sandals. We were all required to give our digit-impressions, and at
about four o’clock marched to our cell with eight ounces of bread for
our evening meal.

CLASSIFICATION OF ASIATICS WITH NATIVES

The cell was situated in the Native quarters and we were housed
in one that was labelled “For Coloured Debtors”. It was this experience
for which we were perhaps all unprepared. We had fondly imagined
that we would have suitable quarters apart from the Natives. As it was,
perhaps, it was well that we were classed with the Natives. We would
now be able to study the life of Native prisoners, their customs and manners.
I felt, too, that passive resistance had not been undertaken too soon by the
Indian community. Degradation underlay the classing of Indians with
Natives. The Asiatic Act seemed to me to be the summit of our degrada-
tion. It did appear to me, as I think it would appear to any unpreju-
diced reader, that it would have been simple humanity if we were given
special quarters. The fault did not lie with the gaol authorities. It
was the fault of the law that has made no provision for the special treat-
ment of Asiatic prisoners. Indeed, the Governor of the gaol tried to
make us as comfortable as he could within the regulations. The chief
warder, as also the head warder, who was in immediate charge of us,
completely fell in with the spirit that actuated the Governor. But he
was powerless to accommodate us beyond the horrible din and the
yells of the Native prisoners throughout the day and partly at night
also. Many of the Native prisoners are only one degree removed from
the animal and often created rows and fought among themselves in their
cells. The Governor could not separate the very few Indian prisoners
(It speaks volumes for Indians that among several hundred there were
hardly half a dozen Indian prisoners.) from the cells occupied by the
Native prisoners. And yet it is quite clear that separation is a physical
necessity. So much was the classification of Indians and other Asiatics
with the Natives insisted upon that our jumpers, which being new were
not fully marked, had to be labelled “N’’; meaning Natives. How this
thoughtless classification has resulted in the Indians being partly starved
will be clearer when we come to consider the question of food.

DescriprioN oF THE CELL

The cell in which we were placed was legally capable of holding
thirteen prisoners, so that there was, naturally, sufficient accommoda-
tion to start with. It was a novel sensation to be locked up at half-past
five. The cell was a galvanized-iron construction, fairly strong, though
none too strong for prisoners bent on escaping. There was, perhaps,
fair ventilation. But two small windows at the top, half open, and aper-
tures in the opposite wall hardly reach modern requirements, though
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I was assured that these cells were the best ventilated of all the prisons
in the Transvaal. There was electric light in the cell, but the only lamp
in it was not strong enough to do any reading with any degree of comfort.
The light was switched off at eight o’clock in the evening and was
spasmodically switched on and off during the night. A bucket of water
and a tin tumbler was our ration of water for the night. For natural
convenience a bucket in a tray with disinfectant fluid in it was placed
in a corner. Our bedding consisted of wooden planks fixed to three-
inch legs, two blankets, an apology for a pillow, and matting. At our
request the Governor ordered a table and two benches to be placed in
the room for writing purposes.

THE MEALS

The cell was opened at six o’clock, and with the day began our
first meal. For the first week we were served with twelve ounces of
mealie pap. Most of us had more of the spoon than of the porridge for
the first breakfast. Neither the Chinese nor the Indians were at all
in the habit of taking mealie porridge, especially as it was without
any milk or sugar. The following is the scale for non-labour Native
prisoners for the first week: breakfast daily, twelve ounces of mealie
porridge; dinner, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, twelve ounces of
beans; Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, one quart of mealie
porridge; supper daily, four ounces of crushed mealies and one ounce
of fat. Indian prisoners, however, get instead of crushed mealies, four
ounces of rice and one ounce of ghee (clarified butter). This diet was
hardly satisfactory not because it was not palatable but because it was
not a diet at all suitable for the Asiatic constitution. The Chinese fared
worse because they had the entire Native scale and therefore no rice. For
the first few days, for most of us, it meant practically starvation. Even
when we got over the natural repugnance, it was a diet that constipated
some of us and gave diarrhoea to the others; but we were determined
to go through it and not to ask for any favours or concessions. We felt
that it was for the Governor to move and see that a more suitable diet
was issued to us. When, therefore, the Governor enquired whether we
had anything to say regarding diet, we simply stated that we did not
wish to ask for any concessions, though the diet was not suitable. For
the second week the scale was a little relieved by the addition of eight
ounces of potatoes or vegetables to the dinner when it consisted of
mealie porridge, and on Sunday twelve ounces of meat were also
added; but, as most of us were either vegetarians or could not take the
meat as it was not religiously cut, we had one pound of vegetables.
This diet, however, did not last long.

Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908
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“Heavenly” means “blue’ and it also means “‘that which is above”.
The book from which we promised last time to publish extracts is
called a Blue book,! but it has no reference to the [heaven] above. We
have therefore called it a black book, and it has a hellish look. It
runs into 88 pages of foolscap size. The first letter in it is dated April
4, 1907. We shall omit most of the letters sent by the Indian commu-
nity from time to time and the letters and representations addressed
[to the Imperial Government] by the South Africa British Indian Com-
mittee. The document contains [the text of ] the “obnoxious Act”, the
immigration Act and other similar [legislation]; we shall omit these also.

In a cablegram dated July 11, Lord Selborne requested Lord Elgin
to issue telegraphic advice of [Royal] assent to the Immigration Bill
which the Transvaal Parliament wanted to pass; the cable also contained
the substance of the Bill. Lord Elgin replied on July 16, saying that
“it does not appear possible to deal with it by telegraph”. He had
realized from experience that cabling the sanction to such laws led to
difficulties [later].

Lorp SELBORNE’S LETTER

Replying to Lord Elgin on the question of the Asiatic [Registra-
tion] Act, Lord Selborne wrote on July 27:

The Colonial Government are not in a position to accept Your
Lordship’s suggestion about the finger-impressions. Mr. Henry’s
book has revealed that finger-impressions have been in extensive
use in India. I am surprised to see that Sir Lepel Griffin?, who has
had experience of conditions in India, has taken exception to them.
For my part, I am convinced that the Asiatics who are lawfully settled
in the Transvaal will not object to finger-impressions. It is
certain, however, that those who have been carrying on a traffic
in faked permits or have made huge profits by helping illegal immig-
ration will go out of business. Similarly, in view of the require-
ment regarding finger-impressions, Indians who have entered un-
lawfully will find it impossible to stay on [in the Transvaal]. The
magnitude of the traffic, the size of the profits made and the extent
of the corruption can be judged from the enclosed documents.

1 Vide “Blue Book”, pp. 104-6.

2 Sir Lepel Henry Griffin (1838-1908); Anglo-Indian administrator, generally
sympathetic to Indians; vigorously espoused their cause in the Transvaal and elsewhere
in South Africa; headed the Transvaal Indian Deputation which met Lord Elgin and
Morley in connection with the grievances of South African Indians. Vide Vol. VI.
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Your Lordship may please note that only those cases have been
included in the accompanying notes of which the Transvaal Govern-
ment has had definite information. But there must have been
many more instances which never came to the notice of the
Transvaal Government. I wish the officials to keep clear of the
kind of temptations which were held out to Superintendent Vernon
and Constable Harris by an Indian named Lala. The only reason
why some Indians have protested against the new Act is that it
puts an end to their lucrative business and to the ease with which
they have carried it on.

CHAMNEY’s NOTE

Mr. Chamney’s report covers more than seven pages of the Blue
book. All of this long report is taken up with factual accounts
of cases of faked permits, illicit immigration, corruption, substitution
of thumb-impressions on permits, furnishing wrong information about
age and other fraudulent practices relating to permits. About 100 per-
sons are stated to have been arrested for one or the other of these offences
between February 1906 and June 24, 1907. About ten of these
were Chinamen and the rest Indians. The facts in some of these cases
are reported by Mr. Chamney as under.

In May 1907, an Indian named Fateh Mahomed obtained
the address of Mr. Cody of the Asiatic Office through a Sikh ser-
vant. He went to Mr. Cody’s place and offered a bribe of £50
for permits for two boys from Delagoa Bay.

In May 1906, a man named Shivabux approached the Asiatic
Office with the request that his son, Chandman, be expelled from
the Transvaal. It transpired later that Chandman was not his son,
but had been brought in fraudulently. Chandman wanted later to
murder Shivabux; hence the latter’s request.

In April 1906, two Indians at Delagoa Bay applied for permits.
Before the permits were issued, they entered [the Transvaal] with
faked permits. It transpired during the trial that they had obtain-
ed these permits in Delagoa Bay. A notebook found on one of
these individuals contained information on questions usually put
to the applicants for permits when they are examined [by the
permit authority]: for example, English, Kaffir and Dutch words
in commercial use, a brief description of Johannesburg with parti-
culars of the Indian Location, the Post Office, the Magistrate’s
Court, the railway station, etc. The men also stated that 13 others
had entered Johannesburg in the same manner.

A Chinaman had applied for a permit. When he was exa-
mined, it was found that he had entered the Transvaal under three
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different names at different times and had been thrice convicted
for felony and deported.

In August, 1906, one Arabi Isa was sentenced to six months’
hard labour for attempting to bribe [the authorities] in Komati-
poort to secure the release of a prisoner.

In the same month, Dahyabhai Shankarbhai, an Indian, offered
to help Sergeant MacDougal earn between £100 and 150 every
month if the latter would abet unauthorized immigration.

A Portuguese detective in the employ of the British Consul at
Delagoa Bay wrote in December 1906 that a person named Lala
had offered him a bribe of £17 for smuggling two boys into the
Transvaal.

In January 1907, a Chinaman named He yi-yang was arrest-
ed for erasing the thumb-impression on a permit and affixing an-
other in its place. He declared on oath in the Court that he had
bought that permit in Delagoa Bay for £40 and that there were
18 other Chinese who had done the same thing.

In May 1907, one Morar Lala, who had applied for a permit,
was arrested. At a searching cross-examination, he broke into tears
and admitted that his name was Zina Lala, and that Morar Lala
was his brother who had died after returning to India.

In March 1907, four Indians entered the Transvaal. Their
thumb-impressions closely resembled those on [their] permits. On
investigation it was found that the duplicates of four permits had
been missing from the [Permit] Office, and that these four persons
had erased the thumb-impressions and affixed their own instead.
They are absconding, and the police are still trying to trace them.

Other cases are on record of persons who were subsequently
found to have entered on faked permits but whose whereabouts
are still unknown to the police.

[Two] Indians named Dulabh and Jivan Govind stated in
May 1907 that they had bought permits from an Indian and a
white respectively for £22 each at Delagoa Bay.

Some time around June 1907, one Lala Bava stated that he had
paid £30 for a permit.

In Johannesburg, in June 1907, one Kaka Hira said that he
had purchased a permit from a person named Kanji Morar for
£30.

A letter addressed by one Indian to another fell into the hands
of the police. It said: ‘My respects to you. This is to inform you
that eight to ten Indians have arrived in Johannesburg. If permits
can be secured for all of them, I will pay £15 per head. This is a
fine opportunity for you to earn some money, if you know how
to use it.’
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Some time in March 1907, an application for a permit was
received from one Shaikh Ahmed. [While investigating his claim]
Superintendent Vernon discovered that an Indian had offered an-
other £75 for making a false deposition to secure the entry of
three Indians.

In May 1907, a person named M. Lala was produced in a
court of law. He had offered £8 to Superintendent Vernon for
every person who was allowed to enter the Colony with a faked
permit. He added that if Superintendent Vernon took up this
business, he could make £400 a month and Constable Harris an-
other £200.!

Lanp RicHTS

On August 17, Lord Elgin told the Transvaal Government that,
as suggested by Mr. Cox?, Indians should be given the right to own land
at their places of business, to which the Transvaal Government gave a
firm reply in the negative.

Dt ViLLiers’s NoTE oN IMMIGRATION AcT

Mr. De Villiers, Attorney-General of the Transvaal, comments as
follows :3

Till now, the restrictions on the entry of persons [into the
Transvaal] were enforced by means of the permit system [under
the Peace Preservation Ordinance] which was administered
through the office of the High Commissioner. After the granting of
self-rule to the Transvaal, the High Commissioner refused to carry
on with the administration of the Ordinance. The need was felt
therefore of passing an immigration Act on the lines of the Acts of
Natal and the Cape Colony. The term ‘prohibited immigrants’
includes those Indians to whom the Asiatic Registration Act is also
applicable, that is, even those who possess knowledge of a Euro-
pean language. In the same manner, those Asiatics who have
temporarily left the Colony in order to evade compliance with that
Act are also covered by the term ‘prohibited immigrants’. That
means that only those Asiatics who are in the Colony and who have
complied with the provisions of the new Asiatic Act can remain
in the Transvaal. Besides, section 6 confers authority [on the Gov-
ernment] to deport those Indians who refuse to obey the law. It

1 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 12-3.

2 Harold Cox (1859-1936); Professor of Mathematics, Mohammedan Anglo-
Oriental College, Aligarh, 1885-7; economist and journalist; Member of Parliament,
1906-9. Vide also Vol. VI.

3 The translation that follows has been collated with the English original in
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908.
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is considered necessary to confer such authority, for the Asiatic
population has openly declared its intention of defying the law. It
is the Government’s intention therefore to deport, at any rate, the
ringleaders of the agitation, and so avoid the expense and inconve-
nience incurred in maintaining them in the prisons of the Colony.
The power conferred will be used by the Government with great
discretion.

Lorp ELciN’s LETTER To MORLEY

Lord Elgin shows little concern for the interests of Indians whom he
treats as cowardly, timid and deserving of slavery. Forwarding a letter
from the South Africa British Indian Committee to Mr. Morley, he
writes:!

Lord Elgin requests to be favoured with the views of Mr. Morley
with regard to section 2(4) and section 6(c). The practical effect
of section 2(4) will be to prevent further immigration into the
Transvaal of British Indian or other Asiatics. As Mr. Morley is
aware, His Majesty’s Government have practically limited them-
selves to endeavouring to secure more favourable treatment for those
Asiatics who have already acquired a right to reside in the Colony,
and have not raised objections to similar legislation in other Colo-
nies. He wishes to draw Mr. Morley’s attention to Mr. Lyttelton’s
earlier despatch and adds that he does not therefore propose to
raise any objection to that section [2(4)].2 Section 6(c) must be
considered in connection with the recent Asiatic Law Amendment
Act. Under that Act, Asiatics failing to register may be ordered
to leave the Colony; and failure to comply with such an order is
punishable by imprisonment. The object of this section is to en-
able the Government to deport Asiatics who fail to register under
the Asiatic Registration Act. While the Colonial Secretary feels
that the free exercise of so drastic a power is greatly to be deprecated,
he doubts whether His Majesty’s Government can consistently
object to a provision the object of which is to enable the Colonial
Government to enforce the observance of the Asiatic Registration
Act, which His Majesty’s Government have allowed to become
law, and to which the British Indian community appears at present
to be disposed to offer an organized resistance. He therefore
proposes, subject to any representation which Mr. Morley may
wish to make, to accept this provision also. Lord Elgin feels that

1 The translation that follows has been collated with the English original in
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908.

2 “Because,” the English original goes on to say, ‘“in the interests of the British
Indians themselves, it is probably desirable, in view of the state of Colonial feeling, that
further immigration should be restricted”.
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it will be necessary to press for some amendment of section 6(b) of
the Act (which does not especially concern British Indian subjects)
and he is accordingly communicating with the Foreign Office.

WuAT THis MEANS

Lord Elgin’s letter is a very disappointing one. His interpretation
of the Act makes it much harsher than the Acts of the Cape Colony
or Natal. Under the Acts of the Cape Colony and Natal, Indians with
some knowledge of English are considered eligible, but under the Trans-
vaal Act there is an implied restriction on [the immigration of] such
Indians. In spite of this, Lord Elgin asserts that there is nothing new
in the Act. Besides, section 6(c) relates to deportation of Indians in
particular, and this also Lord Elgin appears to approve. It follows from
this that, if Indians refused to obey a particular law, Lord Elgin would
assent to any measure, including the death penalty, to enforce submis-
sion to that law. Where there is a question of complications with foreign
governments, Lord FElgin wants amendment of the section concerned,
and he has already obtained an assurance from General Smuts about
this amendment. How can anyone assert, after reading Lord Elgin’s
letter, that the Indian community would not have been utterly ruined if
it had not put up a fight, relying on God and its own strength. Look
at the concern he feels for subjects of foreign governments. There is a
saying among us, ‘“Where there is no fear, there is no love”. We do not
believe that this is true on all occasions, but it is certainly true in Lord
Elgin’s case.

Lorp ErciN’s LETTER TO ForEIlGN OFFICE

Lord FElgin requests to be favoured with the views of
Sir Edward Grey with regard to section 6(b). This sub-section
empowers the Colonial Government to remove from the Colony any
person whom it deems dangerous to the peace, order and good
government of the Colony. It appears to confer a dangerously wide
power over British subjects as well as over foreign subjects. It is
true that such power has been conferred in British Bechuanaland
and elsewhere, where the laws in question were passed under ab-
normal conditions and at the end of a war. No precedent exists
for such legislation in a Colony under responsible government. The
Privy Council has also objected strongly to such measures. Also,
the Peace Preservation Ordinance did not confer powers for sum-
mary expulsion of anyone. Furthermore, the late President
Kruger’s Government had passed a law for the expulsion of aliens,
which His Majesty’s Government got repealed. Lord Elgin is
therefore disposed to make the non-disallowance of the Act condi-
tional on the amendment of this section.
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COMMENT

What a difference between this letter and the one addressed to
Mr. Morley! If Lord Elgin had been afraid of the Indian community,
he would have advanced much stronger arguments in its favour. For
example, if it is true that the Imperial Government had protested against
President Kruger’s law of 1896, it protested even more vigorously about
the status of the Indian community [under that regime]. How, then,
can the Government now enact laws which it could not do in President
Kruger’s time? The reply to this has been given above. Since the
Indian community is without any influence, why should Lord Elgin
care for it?

MorLEY’s REPLY!

Mr. Morley regrets that he does not agree with the view that
the Act in question is similar to the legislation in other Colonies.
He does not object to education tests which obtain in other Colo-
nies. But section 2(4) introduces a principle to which no parallel
can be found in previous legislation. This clause perpetuates an
arrangement introduced in very special circumstances and will
debar from entry into the Transvaal even such Indians as have
received education in Europe. Furthermore, British Indians who
had before 1902 acquired domicile in the Transvaal may also be
debarred. But they? recognize that the Imperial Government must
decide the question by considerations other than the interests of
British Indian subjects. If the Asiatic Registration Act of 1907 pre-
serves the rights possessed by Indians under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, 1903, they do not desire to offer criticism on the details
of the Immigrants’ Restriction Bill. In view of the earlier
history of the question, Mr. Morley considers it necessary to ac-
cept the sub-sections of sections 2 and 6. Since the Asiatic
Registration Act has received [Royal] sanction, the Transvaal
Government must be granted the additional powers it requires to
enforce that Act. But the effect of section 4% will be to exclude
perpetually all British Indian subjects, however high their social
status or educational attainments. The Act is therefore harsher
than similar laws in other Colonies. It is true that under the Act
of 1907 temporary permits may be granted. Mr. Morley presumes
that this power will be used to facilitate the entry of prominent

1'This is in reply to Lord Elgin’s letter above.

2 The Government of India, whose views on the question are quoted in the letter
for Lord Elgin’s information

3 This is an error for “2(4)”.
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Indians. But he thinks it necessary to obtain a definite assurance
from the Transvaal Government on this point. It is unnecessary
to point out to Lord Elgin the unfortunate effect upon public opi-
nion in India which must be produced by the present Bill. When
the Act of 1907 was sanctioned, Mr. Morley had not imagined that
it would be a permanent measure. He therefore trusts that Lord
Elgin will write strongly to the Transvaal Government about sub-
section 4.

COMMENT

On this Lord Elgin wrote to General Smuts that the Bill would be
sanctioned if an assurance was given that permits would be granted to
[Indian] chiefs and other [prominent] persons and if the section dealing
with the deportation of aliens was suitably amended. The Transvaal
Government agreed to this, and Lord Elgin put his signature on the Bill.

The Blue book gives a full account of the case of Ram Sundar.
As for land rights, the Transvaal Government told Lord Elgin plainly
that no such rights would be granted. However, we are equally
emphatic that the Indian community will enjoy land rights as well in
a few years if Indians do not prove to be self-seeking and conduct them-
selves in a manner worthy of their tradition.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

58.  WHEREIN LIES VICTORY

We have been assured that the law will be annulled, and [the
principle of] voluntary registration has been accepted. That this is a
victory, everyone will grant. But in this article we want to approach
the question from a rather different point of view. On reflection we
find that in this world what people take to be success is in most cases
not real success. Sometimes that may signify failure rather than suc-
cess. We do not exaggerate when we say this. If someone sets out from
home with the intention of committing a robbery, and after much effort
gains his end, it may be a success from his point of view. On second
thoughts we realize that his success was in fact a defeat for him. If he
had failed, that would have been true success. This is an obvious
example, for it is easy to understand in this context. There are hundreds
of occasions in a man’s life when he is unable to distinguish easily bet-
ween right and wrong. It is therefore difficult to determine whether
the achievement of one’s aim is truly failure or triumph. It follows from
this that success and failure do not essentially depend on the result. Be-
sides, the result is not in one’s hands. Whenever success makes a man

8-9
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vain, he behaves like the fly on the wheel which imagines that it is
making the wheel go round. Man’s duty is to do the best he can in a
given situation. What he achieves then will, in fact, be true success. The
physician’s duty is not to save the patient, for that does not lie in his
hands, but to use all his skill in a sincere effort to save him. If he does
that, he will have succeeded well enough. What happens to the patient
—whether he lives or dies—will not detract from, or add to, the phy-
sician’s success.

We are certain that, if we could have had the law repealed without
much effort, that would have satisfied us. But then there would have
been no question of victory or defeat. There would have been no occa-
sion for us to take out a procession [in celebration], neither would the
Indians’ victory be hailed as it is today the world over. This would
suggest that the Indians’ victory does not lie so much in the expectations
that the law will be annulled as in their exertions to bring about that
result. Even if the repeal of the law had not come about, the Indians’
courage would have been admired in every home. We can call
many similar instances to mind. A well-known example occurs to me
just now. A handful of Spartans once stood guarding the pass at
Thermopyle and defended it against the enemy to the last man.! In
the end the pass was taken by the enemy. But the world knows today
that it was the brave Spartans who won. Even today, if anyone in
Europe shows great courage, it is referred to as Spartan courage. As
for the Indians, though we cannot claim that they did all they ought
to have done, they nevertheless did much. They did exert themselves
and to that extent we look upon the result, such as it has been, as
a triumph. The Indian community, it must be noted, will have to go
on fighting indefinitely in this spirit. For we here want a great many
things. We want [to own] land; we want to be free to ride in car-
riages. To achieve all this, we shall have to exert ourselves as strenu-
ously as we did on this occasion. If we do, it is easy to see that every
step forward is in itself a victory. For we will be doing our duty at every
turn. No one will be inflated with success if he looks at it in this light.
He will never make a mistake and will not even be concerned about
the outcome of his labours, for he will not assume the responsibility [for
the result]. The Creator alone must bear that responsibility. It is there-
fore sheer ignorance for one to be impatient to do things like the dog
[under a moving cart] who fancied he was drawing the cart.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

1 The mention of Thermopyle soon after he had proposed the building of
a Federation Hall (p.118) is significant. This monument to Spartan courage bears
an inscription of Leonidas’s famous order, ‘Breakfast here; supper in Hades”.



59. GUJFARATI EQUIVALENTS FOR PASSIVE RESISTANCE, ETC.

In response to our offer! of a prize for the best Gujarati equivalents
for certain English words, we have received some entries, almost all of
which, we are sorry to say, are useless. Only four persons took the trouble
of sending in suggestions, and it would thus appear that our readers take
little interest in the language used in Indian Opinion or in Gujarati. One
of them says that “‘passive resistance’’ can be rendered as pratyupaya. He
explains the word as connoting [the state of] being passive to what-
ever happens and taking all possible remedial measures. The word and
the explanation are both worthless. Pratyupaya means counter-measure.
Opposing good to evil will then be pratyupaya, but so will be the use
of force to solve a problem. Passive resistance means resistance of evil
with inner force instead of physical force. The explanation offered bet-
rays ignorance. A passive resister cannot remain passive to everything
that happens. In other words, he will always pit his inner strength
against everything evil. Another equivalent that has been received is
kashtadhin prativartan?*. Here the word prati is superfluous and suggestive
of antipathy. It betrays an ignorance of language. Kashtadhin vartan
has in it a suggestion of the significance of passive resistance. But it is
a big word and does not convey the full meaning. The third term is
dridha pratipaksha®. Like pratyupaya, this too cannot be used to convey
the meaning we attach to passive resistance. The person who sent in
that word has also sent us an equivalent for “‘civil disobedience’”. It
appears to have been sent in without much thought. The word suggested
is satyanadar. 'The meaning here is the contrary. It means “disobedience
to truth”, that is, resistance to truth.* Civil disobedience is disobedience
to untruth, and it becomes ‘‘civil” if it is “‘truthful’’ in its manner. The
word [civil] also includes the meaning of passive. We have therefore only
one word available to us for the present, and that is satpagraha. The
person® who suggested this word would not like his name published,
neither does he want the prize. Not that he means any slight to the

1 Vide Vol. VII, p. 455.

2 Prativartan = resistance; kashtadhin prativartan = resistance through submission
to hardship

3 Dridha pratipaksha = firmness in resistance

4 The correspondent may have intended it to mean ‘‘truthful disregard” of laws,
using 214 as an adjective. Literally, however, it could mean, as Gandhiji assumed,
“disobedience to truth”.

5 This was Maganlal Gandhi; he had suggested Sadagraha as an equivalent for
passive resistance, which Gandhiji changed into satyagraha. Vide Satyagraha in South
Africa, Ch. XII.
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prize, but being in a way connected with this paper, he does not want
it awarded to himself.

We have made these comments with a purpose. Those who sent in
suggestions for the competition ought to have given careful thought
to the meanings of the words they coined. It was also necessary for
them to understand the meaning of passive resistance. To suggest any
word that comes into one’s head is an insult to one’s language; it is to
invite ridicule upon oneself. Moreover by thus acting [thoughtlessly]
in this matter of finding an equivalent for passive resistance, we violate
the very principle underlying the movement which we have called
satyagraha. How can we put up with that? We hope that in future
these three competitors, and our other readers as well, will take more
pains in their ventures and win recognition both for themselves and for
the tasks they undertake.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

60. JOHANNESBURG LETTER

REGISTRATION

The Permit Office does not have a moment’s respite. No one now
hesitates to give his finger-impressions. The number [of registered per-
sons] has already exceeded 4,000. We can confidently hope then that
everything will be over soon.

The Pathans have started registering. If they could do that to-
day, they could have as well done it earlier. However, late as it is,
they are to be congratulated on having shown wisdom.

SoME LETTERS FROM ENGLAND

When the details of the compromise were published in London, the
South Africa British Indian Committee was flooded with letters and
telegrams. Mr. Ritch has sent us some of these and we think it worth
while to summarize them here.

Sir Charles Bruce! writes to say that he was happy to read the
cables. The courage and restraint shown by the Indian community
deserved admiration. It is rarely, he says, that one comes across any-
thing like this in modern history.

Sir Lepel Griffin congratulates Mr. Ritch and others who stood by
the community on the compromise about registration. He refers to the

1 (1836-1920); Colonial Secretary, Mauritius, 1882; later Governor, 1897-1904;
also Lt.-Governor, British Guiana, 1885-93; author of several books on the Empire and
Imperial policy
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discussion in the House of Lords and points out that the question of equal
rights for Indians is pending. In course of time, he believes, the Colo-
nists will realize that the Indian community will not be denied its
rights any longer. Meanwhile, he advises Indians to go to East Africa,
Uganda, Borneo, New Guinea, Jamaica, Burma and other countries,
where they would be welcome.

Dr. Thornton!, a former judge of the Punjab, says that the wonder-
ful outcome is the result of the Indians’ firmness and humility in the face
of heavy odds; of the powerful but restrained writing in Indian Opinion,
of the Indians conducting the campaign in the same spirit [which is in
evidence in their writings]. He offers [us all] warm congratulations.

Sir Roper Lethbridge?, who is the proprietor of the well-known
Calcutta paper, The Englishman, sent the following telegram: ‘“My warm-
est congratulations. Compromise reached is honourable to Indian
community,”

Mr. M. Shakir Ali, Secretary of the London Indian Society,
writes :3

The London Indian Society compliments you on what you and
your co-workers have achieved in the Transvaal. The people of

India will never forget the invaluable work that you have been

doing for your fellow-countrymen or the satyagraha movement

that you have conducted against the law in the Transvaal. The
commendable courage shown by you and your co-workers, the man-
ner in which you have faced hardships and the excellent example
that you set by yourself going to gaol are all exceedingly admirable.

You have proved that you were fighting for truth and convinced

the Imperial Government that, whenever the honour of Indians is

at stake, they will fight as one man, however weak and helpless
they may otherwise be. Please convey these sentiments of the

Society to your fellow-sufferers.

To INTENDING IMMIGRANTS INTO THE TRANSVAAL

I have heard that there are some Indians who are trying, as though
they were India’s enemies, to enter the Transvaal by unfair means. It
is thanks mostly to persons such as these that the Indian community has
had to submit to all these tribulations over the past 16 months, and it is
such men who will injure the interests of the community again. I
urge every thinking person to take notice of all such attempts at un-
lawful entry into the Transvaal and reason with the persons concerned

I Thomas Henry Thornton, C.S.I., (1832-1913); Chief Secretary to the Punjab
Government, 1864-76; Acting Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 1876-7;
author of books on India; vide also Vol. VI.

2 Vide Vol. VI, p. 149.

3 The letter was presumably addressed to Gandhiji.
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and dissuade them from their evil design. We must remember that we
have bound ourselves with the Government to do all this.

A Piece or NEws

I have been informed that those who have already received new
registers will get their licences very soon. The persons concerned should
act immediately in the matter. Efforts are being made to see that licences
are issued to all traders, whether or not they hold registers. I hope to
have more news on the subject next week.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

61. MY EXPERIENCE IN GAOL [-[]!

Though the imprisonment that the Indian [satyagrahis] and I
suffered for a righteous cause was all too brief, I propose to describe my
gaol experiences in these columns, having been asked to do so by a num-
ber of persons. Also, I think it may be useful to others. It is also
my belief that there are many [other] rights that the Indian commu-
nity is yet to win by courting imprisonment. It is therefore necessary
for everyone to have an idea of the hardships of gaol life. Often we
imagine hardships where in fact there are none. Clearly, nothing but
good can result from a knowledge of the true state of affairs.

After two [earlier] attempts by the Government to arrest and im-
prison me it happened at last at 2 p.m. on January 10. Before my col-
leagues and I received our sentences a telegram was received from
Pretoria, which reported that the Indians arrested there for not comply-
ing with the Act had received [sentences of] three months’ hard labour
and fines in addition, with a further term of three months’ hard labour
in default of payment. I was upset by the news, and asked the
Magistrate to give me the maximum penalty, but this was not done.?

And so we were all awarded two months’ simple imprisonment each.
Messrs P. K. Naidoo, C. M. Pillay, Karwa, Easton and Fortoen were
my fellow-prisoners. The two last named are from China. After the
sentence I was detained for a few minutes in the Prisoners’ Yard
behind the Court. Then I was secretly led to a cab. Many were the
thoughts that surged in my mind. Was I to be given a separate cell and
treated as a political prisoner? Was I to be isolated from my fellow-
prisoners 7 Was I to be taken out of Johannesburg? These were the

1 This and the subsequent articles in this series were published as ‘“From
Mr. Gandhi”.
2 Vide ““Trial at Johannesburg”, pp. 36-8.
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thoughts running through my mind. I was accompanied by a detec-
tive, who was apologetic. I told him that he had no reason to be, as he
was only doing his duty in taking me to gaol.

All that I had imagined was soon falsified. I was taken to where
all prisoners are kept, and was soon joined by my fellow-prisoners. First,
all of us were weighed. Then we were asked to give our finger-impres-
sions. After being stripped we were given prison uniforms to wear,
consisting of black trousers, a shirt, a jumper, a cap and socks. We
were given a bag each to pack away our own clothes in. Before being
led off to our ward, we were each given eight ounces of bread. We were
then marched off to a prison intended for Kaffirs.

InpDIaANs OoN Par wiTH KAFFIRS

There, our garments were stamped with the letter “N’’, which
meant that we were being classed with the Natives. We were all prepared
for hardships, but not quite for this experience. We could understand
not being classed with the whites, but to be placed on the same level
with the Natives seemed too much to put up with. I then felt that
Indians had not launched on passive resistance too soon. Here was
further proof that the obnoxious law was intended to emasculate the
Indians.

It was, however, as well that we were classed with the Natives. It
was a welcome opportunity to study the treatment mete<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>