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PREFACE

The period covered by this volume, September 1908-November
1909, begins with the intensification of passive resistance in the Trans-
vaal, and ends with Gandhiji’s departure from London after four
months of persistent but unavailing efforts there to solve the Trans-
vaal problem by negotiation. This alternating of struggle with concilia-
tion was of the very essence of Gandhiji’s philosophy of satyagraha as
applied to the solution of political conflicts. Always at the back of his
public activities, there was a definite ethical approach to life, which,
along with his concept of satyagraha, we find crystallizing during this
period.

The mass burning of registration certificates in the second half of
August 1908 had provided a dramatic setting for the resumption of
satyagraha. The Asiatic Registration Amendment Act, gazetted on
September 2, sought to validate voluntary registration, but without
repealing the offensive Act 2 of 1907, which, Gandhiji held, Smuts had
promised to do. Gandhiji saw no alternative to revival of satyagraha
for securing the repeal of the Act and the theoretical right of educated
Indians to enter the Colony. Before he resumed the struggle, however,
further attempts were made to seek redress through other means. On
September 9, the British Indian Association submitted a representation
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Sections of the Indian
community such as the Pathans, the Punjabis and ex-soldiers did like-
wise. At about the same time, Gandhiji and his co-workers met Hosken
and gave him their minimum terms for a settlement. But all these
moves failed.

Satyagraha had entered on its second phase with Sorabji, an emi-
nent Parsi of Durban, crossing over from Natal to the Transvaal to
assert his right of entry as an educated Indian. Arrests of passive resisters
were this time followed by sentences of hard labour. Gandhiji was
himself imprisoned twice for crossing into the Transvaal and failing
to produce his registration certificate, which, of course, he had consign-
ed to the flames. On October 14, 1908, he was sentenced to two months,
and again, on February 25, 1909, to three months, both times with hard
labour. While in jail, Gandhiji said later, he was ‘“the happiest man in
the Transvaal’’. He preferred life in prison to life outside with its
humiliating denial of elementary rights. Describing his experiences
for readers of Indian Opinion, he referred to the many hardships he had
endured in common with other Indian prisoners. For instance, diet was
inadequate and inappropriate. He protested and petitioned for its re-
form, but he would have no exclusive treatment. ‘“Hard labour’ meant
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at one time road-making; at other times, cleaning municipal water-
works, tending soldiers’ graves or polishing the doors and floor of the
prison. He readily accepted these. Once he was made to walk, from
Johannesburg railway station to the Fort, in convict’s clothes, carrying
his prison kit. On another occasion, he was marched in handcuffs,
felon-like, from Pretoria Gaol to court to tender evidence. He spoke
of these experiences with no bitterness in his heart, but with dignity,
and often, with humour. Their only effect on him had been to deepen
his philosophical serenity. But news of this ill-treatment leaked out
through H. S. L. Polak and created a stir in the South African Press,
leading to questions in the British Parliament. The authorities explained
that Gandhiji could claim no special treatment. Of course, Gandhiji
did not want any discrimination in his favour. During Kasturba’s
serious illness in November 1908, when he should have been, and
himself wished to be, by her bed-side, he refused to obtain release by
paying the fine.

The mass struggle continued in all its aspects: picketing, trading
and hawking without licences, refusal to produce registration certificates
or to give thumb-impressions and crossing the Natal border into for-
bidden Transvaal. A new and significant feature was the fact of Indian
women emerging from their traditional seclusion, setting up associations
to support passive resistance. All this was met with an official policy
of arrests; sentences involving hard labour and fine; and deportation—
first across the border, and later, in collusion with the Portuguese autho-
rities, across Delagoa Bay to India. By June 1909, the number of prison
sentences had risen to 2,500. In the final phase, passive resistance assum-
ed a novel form: several leading Indian merchants surrendered their
stock-in-trade and other assets to their European creditors, rather than
submit to the humiliation of producing registration certificates in order
to obtain trading licences. This led to much hardship and, in some
cases, even to insolvency. But the passive resisters were ready to brave
all consequences in a righteous struggle.

A section of European opinion, led by Hosken’s Committee, sup-
ported a liberal approach to the Indian problem. The Committee made
representations at home and wrote letters in the British Press. Its efforts
proved fruitless in so far as concrete results were concerned. By and
by, however, there was a mild thaw in a section of the South African
Press. In May 1909, when Gandhiji came out of jail, the Pretoria News
pleaded that the Transvaal Government should find better use than
persistent imprisonment with hard labour for a man like Gandhiji who
was suffering for conscience’ sake, and recognized that his motives
were ‘‘of the highest and his methods beyond impeachment”. In
June 1909, a section of the Indian community which had kept aloof
from passive resistance set up a Conciliation Committee. Gandhiji
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looked upon its labours with tolerant scepticism, and was not surprised
when Smuts turned down its demands.

Left to himself, Gandhiji would have preferred to continue satya-
graha, but in consideration of the views of co-workers, he agreed in
June 1909 to make one more ‘experiment’ in negotiation while keeping
in reserve the unfailing weapon of satyagraha. Circumstances, too,
appeared to favour such a move. Final shape was being given to the
proposal to establish a Union of the South African Colonies. Indians
in South Africa viewed this move with misgivings. Gandhiji, too, saw
that Indians might be worse off under the Union and face harsher
legislation unless the Imperial Government was prevailed upon to in-
sist on some constitutional safeguards. South African statesmen were
proceeding to England for discussions on the Draft Union Bill
which would soon be before Parliament. The occasion, it was generally
felt, offered a possible opportunity for an amicable settlement through
the good offices of the Imperial Government. Gandhiji agreed that the
situation justified, if it did not demand, a deputation to England. On
June 13, it was decided to send two deputations, one to England
and the other to India, for educating the public about the significance
of the Transvaal movement and persuading the Imperial Government
to intervene. The Transvaal Government, in a surprise counter-move,
arrested most of the delegates-elect. Gandhiji’s efforts to get them
released on parole failed. Thus, only a two-man deputation—Gandhiji
and Hajee Habib—Ileft for England on June 23, and a one-man depu-
tation—Polak—left for India on June 26.

On the outward voyage, Gandhiji had talks with South African
statesmen like Sir Richard Solomon, Mr. Merriman, Mr. Schreiner
and Mr. Sauer, and won from them varying degrees of sympathy for
the Indian cause. He also occupied himself with drafting a “Concise
Statement of the Transvaal Indian Case”. Reaching London on
July 10, he made it clear in interviews to the Press that the deputation
would be guided by the South Africa British Indian Committee. He
met its chairman, Lord Ampthill, and discussed with him the line of ac-
tion in England. On his advice, Gandhiji held up publication of his
“Concise Statement’” and postponed the idea of public activity till the
outcome of the private negotiations had become clear. Gandhiji had
implicit trust in Lord Ampthill and, as his correspondence with the
latter reveals, readily accepted his advice for the whole strategy of
negotiation.

Once Lord Ampthill had satisfied himself that neither Gandhiji
nor his satyagrahi followers had anything to do with the extremists in
India, he strove hard behind the scenes to bring about a solution of the
Transvaal problem, convinced that a settlement was imperative in Impe-
rial interests and in view of mounting unrest in India. He found
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Gandhiji ready to compromise on smaller issues which involved no
principle. He met Generals Botha and Smuts, who were in England
at the time in connection with the Draft Union Bill. Having secured
from Gandhiji an undertaking that Indians would not resort to further
agitation if the Black Act were repealed and the theoretical equality of
Indians in respect of immigration rights recognized, he pleaded with
Smuts to “take the wind out of their sails’’ by conceding these demands
on the eve of the Union.

The prime mover in the negotiations was, of course, Gandhiji.
While he acted in constant consultation with Lord Ampthill, he also
met Indian leaders like Sir Muncherjee Bhownaggree and Justice Ameer
Ali, influential South African and British statesmen like Sir Richard
Solomon, Sir William Lee-Warner and Theodore Morison, and friends
like Miss Florence Winterbottom and the Rev. F. B. Meyer.

On the official level, Gandhiji concentrated on approaches to Lord
Crewe in the Colonial Office and Lord Morley in the India Office.
The former was frankly pessimistic of a settlement. A Colonial Office
minute of August 18, 1909, considered Indian objections to Act 2 of 1907
“either disingenuous or absurdly sentimental”. There was little
difficulty, however, about the repeal of the Registration Act. But
Gandhiji’s insistence on the recognition of the legal “right” of Indians
to enter the Transvaal as citizens of the Empire, subject, of course, to
administrative limitation in respect of number, was met by Smuts’
obdurate refusal to concede anything more than certificates of perma-
nent residence to a limited number of Indian immigrants. The Colo-
nial Office, on its part, confessed itself constitutionally unable to secure
from the South African statesmen any such recognition. Lord Ampthill
strove in vain to persuade the Colonial Office to bring Smuts round to
accept Gandhiji’s amendment to the immigration law.

On November 3, it became unmistakably clear that the negotia-
tions had failed: the Colonial Office informed Gandhiji of its inability
“to hold out any hopes of obtaining recognition of theoretical equality
as to immigration”. On November 5, launching a campaign of
public education, Gandhiji issued to the British Press the ‘“Statement”
of July 16, held back so long in deference to Lord Ampthill’s wishes.
He addressed meetings at the Emerson Club and Indian Union Society,
explaining the nature of the Transvaal struggle and seeking public
support for it. He drafted a memorandum addressed to Transvaal
Passive Resisters by British sympathisers, and enrolled Indian and
British volunteers to obtain signatures thereon and to collect donations.
In a last letter to the Colonial Office on the subject of the Transvaal
immigration law, he hoped that Lord Crewe’s influence would continue
to work for the removal of the taint of Colour.
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On November 10, Gandhiji told The Daily Express that passive resis-
tance would continue with unabated vigour. The following day he
appealed to the British Press to support the Transvaal struggle. At the
farewell meeting of November 12, he pleaded for a liberal understanding
of the Transvaal movement from British leaders.

All this time he was revolving the concept of satyagraha in his
mind. His writings, speeches and letters are full of it. The term “‘pas-
sive resistance’’, he argued in an address at Germiston, was a misnomer;
the idea could be more completely and better expressed by the term
“soul-force’’, a force ‘“‘as old as the human race”, and represented in
its purest form by Jesus Christ, Daniel and Socrates. This soul-force
did “not consist in outward ritual like temple-going.. .. Cultivation of
truth and fearlessness is the first lesson for it”” (p. 393). Suffering was
implicit in it. “A satyagrahi will shine the brighter and grow the more
courageous the more he is crushed” (p. 447).

The technique of satyagraha Gandhiji held to be a ‘“‘sovereign
remedy for most of the ills of life’” (p. 363). It was “‘the only straight-
forward and simple method of fighting patent injustice, the one that will
ensure the quickest redress”” (p. 447). He believed that passive resis-
tance in South Africa had not altogether failed. In June 1909, he listed
its successes in regard to discriminatory legislation. Even Lord Crewe’s
“striving so hard’” on behalf of the Transvaal Indians was due to ‘“‘their
voluntary submission to suffering’”’. The sympathy which the deputa-
tion had secured in enlightened circles was reflected in the Rev. F. B.
Meyer’s “‘endorsement of a struggle of a singularly pure character and
unselfish methods™ (p. 540).

In spite of his many preoccupations and heavy work-schedule in
London, Gandhiji kept in close touch with Polak in India. His long
letters to him, dictated often in the early hours of the morning follow-
ing a hard day’s work, reveal a clear perception of overall policy, capa-
city for attending to minute detail and concern for the human element
in all matters.

Gandhiji had the clearest grasp of the larger implications of the
Transvaal struggle. India’s tardy realization of the wider significance
of the movement Gandhiji ascribed partly to lack of knowledge of soul-
force. He was convinced that ‘“‘the effort in the Transvaal and the
corresponding activity in India must in their very nature bring India
nearer her goal, and that, by means of the purest type” (p. 463). In
a letter to Polak, he asks Indian leaders: “Will they not see that, in
fighting the battle, we are presenting the Indian Motherland with a
disciplined army of the future; an army that will be able to give a good
account of itself against any amount of brute force that may be matched
against it?”’ (p. 464). The achievement of Indian freedom through
violence Gandhiji held to be both impossible and undesirable. He told
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the extremists through Polak that “the freedom they want, or they think they
want, is not to be obtained by killing people or doing violence’ (p. 380).

The period is significant also for the contact which Gandhiji made
with the Russian thinker, Count Leo Tolstoy, ‘“‘the best and brightest
exponent of the doctrine’” of satyagraha. Writing to him of the
passive resistance movement, Gandhiji observed: “In my opinion, this
struggle of the Indians in the Transvaal is the greatest of modern
times. . . . If it succeeds, it will be not only a triumph of religion, love
and truth over irreligion, hatred and falsehood, but it is highly likely
to serve as an example to the millions in India and to people in other
parts of the world, who may be down-trodden. . .” (p. 529). Tolstoy
wished his “‘dear brothers and co-workers in the Transvaal’’ the help
of Providence and spoke of similar struggles in Russia, ‘“‘of the tender
against the harsh, of meekness and love against pride and violence...”
(p. 483).

Besides Gandhiji’s strategy of negotiations and his deepening rap-
port with fellow-satyagrahis, we also witness, in this volume, the
formulation of his views on modern civilization. He touched on the
subject in his letters to Manilal Gandhi and dispatches to Indian Opinion.
But it was in his letter of October 14 to Polak that he gave categorical
expression to those ‘‘definite conclusions’ to which “the true spirit of
passive resistance’’ had brought him and which were to be elaborated,
soon after, in his seminal work, Hind Swaraj, written during the return
voyage to South Africa.



NOTE TO THE READER

The petitions and representations addressed to various authorities,
communications to the Press, and resolutions adopted at meetings,
which are included in this Volume, are attributed to Gandhiji on
grounds similar to those explained in the Preface to Volume I. Where
there are special reasons for the inclusion of particular items, these
have been set out in footnotes. Gandhiji’s unsigned writings in
Indian Opinion have been identified on the strength of his general testi-
mony in his autobiographical writings, the opinion of his associates,
Chhaganlal Gandhi and H. S. L. Polak, and other available evidence.

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been made
to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical errors have
been corrected and words abbreviated in the text spelt out. Variant
spellings of names have, however, been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Passages quoted from English have been set up in small type and print-
ed with an indent. Reports of speeches and court proceedings in in-
direct speech and passages which are not by Gandhiji have also been
set up in small type.

While translating from the Gujarati, efforts have been made to
achieve fidelity and also readability in English. In translating Gan-
dhiji’s Gujarati renderings, the English original, whenever available,
has been consulted.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand cor-
ner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied within
square brackets, with reasons where necessary. The date given at the
end of an item alongside of the source is that of publication.

References in footnotes to Volume I of this series are to the
August 1958 edition. References to An Autobiography or The Story of My
Experiments with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa cite only the Part
and Chapter in view of the varying pagination in different editions.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents available
in Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to those avai-
lable in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi;
C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the text.
A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered by the Volume
are also provided at the end.
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1. JOHANNESBURG LETTER!

Monday [August 31, 1908]

How 10 WaGE CAMPAIGN?

Things will become clearer to the reader if we answer this question
before reporting the news. Considering all the circumstances, we feel
that the coming struggle may be a bitter and extended one. The
Government will adopt sterner measures. It does not appear probable
that the Indians will make a concerted effort. We have not received
an adequate number of certificates for being burnt. All told, 2,300
certificates have been burnt. The number is not insignificant. But it
is too small if we look forward to an early end of the movement.

We also learn that people have been visiting the Registration Office
to apply for certificates. In Johannesburg 25 Indians went there on
Friday last. The Government will now be justified in concluding that
a large number of Indians will submit to the Act.

There can be no question now of obeying the obnoxious Act?, but
the success of this last phase of the struggle depends on our refusal to
submit to the new law3. The new Bill has not yet become law. It has
not yet received Royal assent. But it is necessary to disobey it even if it
receives it.

We may assume that those who have not handed over their registers
to be burnt will not join the movement, so that it is only on the
2,300 Indians that it must depend. We may take it that some of these
will back out. We can also assume that those who have not got their
certificates will join the movement. We can therefore assume that
2,000 Indians will continue to fight. The Tamil-speaking people alone
make up a fourth of this number. They have been most commend-
able. We need not be depressed by these figures. In fact, 2,000 Indians
can achieve momentous results. But I cannot believe that all the two
thousand of them will turn out to be true fighters. Burning a certi-
ficate really means that the Indian who throws it into the flames does not
care to keep it. He is willing to forgo the benefits which a certificate

1 Literally, the title reads: ‘“News-letter”. These despatches were published
weekly in Indian Opinion as ‘“From Our Johannesburg Representative”. The first
despatch appeared on March 3, 1906; vide Vol. V, pp. 206-7.

2 The Asiatic Law Amendment Act, also known as the Transvaal Asiatic Regis-
tration Act; vide Vol. VII, pp. 20-6, 75-9, 402-8 and Appendix I.

3 The Transvaal Asiatic Registration Amendment Act (1908); for the text, vide
Appendix I.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

confers. He will not produce his licence or take out one. He will not
respect the Government’s law in any way and will, on the contrary,
do his best to get himself imprisoned.

Now, I know that these 2,000 Indians are not all such brave men.
Some of them have already taken out licences, which they have been
using. They produce them whenever demanded by an official. I think
these men might as well not have burnt their certificates. I consider
it necessary therefore further to reduce the 2,000 by a thousand. Let
us now consider what the remaining thousand can do. The answer
is that they can frighten the Government into doing justice. Their
campaign will ensure the repeal of the obnoxious Act. The doors will
remain open for the well-educated. The rights of those who are already
in the Transvaal but possess no certificates will be preserved, provided
their claims are genuine. But will the one thousand hold out till the
last even after the others have yielded ? T believe they will. Those who
fight to the bitter end are always a few in number. They are not
influenced by what others do. They fight on, staking their all, without
taking thought as to what others do, because they believe their cause to
be just and therefore think it their duty to fight.

These thousand persons will have to be prepared for much suffer-
ing indeed. What does it matter if there is loss of money, if people are
imprisoned or deported, or even if they are assaulted? They may lose
everything, but not their honour. They may be forsaken by everyone,
but will not be forsaken by God.

The annoying practice of auctioning the goods of those who refuse
to pay the fine is becoming common. It was adopted in Pretoria, in
Heidelberg, and also in Vereeniging. If all the storekeepers did with-
out licences, there would have been no difficulty, no need for concern
about the auctioning of goods. But Indians have not yet developed
the strength to face losses as isolated individuals. Admittedly this
strength cannot be acquired all at once. Many Indians hold licences
for the whole year. We have therefore only to consider a few cases.
The best course for these persons is to sell their shops nominally
—but through a proper legal transaction—to whites and carry on trade
in the name of these whites. Mr. Gabriel Isaac is prepared for this.!
The auctioning of goods can be prevented in this manner. It may be
argued that there will then be hardly any fighting left to be done by
Indian traders. They will escape the privations and it will be the poor
hawkers who will be ruined. In order to forestall this charge, those
storekeepers who trade in the name of whites should go out hawking
and thus court imprisonment. Those who hold licences in their own
names should prepare a servant or a relative to go to gaol. It is only

1 That is, to hold the shops in his name
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right that the storekeepers should do this. But it would, however,
be improper for hawkers to argue in this fashion. For it should not be
supposed that a person who goes to gaol is like one dead. On the con-
trary he is very much alive. He should think himself fortunate that he
is in gaol. Indeed, one who cannot go to gaol is an unfortunate person.
Moreover, a storekeeper can help the movement through contributions.
Our object is to tire out the Government. This is to be achieved by
going to gaol, which can be done in two ways. The first is for the
hawkers to get arrested by going on their rounds without a licence.
Since there can be no question of a hawker’s goods being auctioned, he
will only be fined. The second is to court arrest and imprisonment by
refusing to give thumb-impressions or finger-prints or signatures at the
border. No one should go about with a lot of money in his pocket.
One should not even carry jewellery on one’s person. They [the autho-
rities] have started prosecutions against those who refuse to give thumb-
impressions. It is easy therefore to get arrested. Only those who hold
genuine permits may, however, enter the Transvaal now. Holders
of Dutch passes, etc., must not come in for the present. Educated per-
sons may not come in either—not just yet.

If we carry on the fight in this manner, the climax may be
reached in October. The end may come even earlier if we pull with all
our strength. If not, it may come in October. By then, the hawking
licences of many Indians will have expired. We may expect that a
large number of Indians will refuse to apply for the renewal of their
licences. The Government will then have no option but to arrest them.
Those persons whose certificates have been burnt will not get licences
at all. I hope that these Indians accordingly will choose to go without
licences.

NaTaL BUSINESSMEN

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia
have been extremely active. They were not arrested in Johannesburg
on Thursday! the 26th [August], so they proceeded to Pretoria by the
12 o’clock train after sending a wire. They were accompanied by
Mr. Randeria. They were in the Anjuman-e-Islam Hall discussing
arrangements for collecting certificates when Superintendent Betts served
a warrant on them and arrested all the four.?2 They were refused bail.
News was received later that a warrant had been issued for their deport-
ation. Mr. Gandhi went to Pretoria by the last train. Through Advocate
Blake the police were served with a notice to the effect that the Govern-
ment had no authority thus to issue a warrant for their deportation.?

I'This should be Wednesday.
2 Vide Vol. VIII, p. 485.
3 For the order of deportation, vide Appendix II.
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The intention in serving this notice was not to take the case to the
Supreme Court, but only to expose the high-handedness of the Govern-
ment. The notice, by the morning however, appeared to have had no
effect. The men were taken to Natal train. Nothing was kept secret.
Anyone who wished to see them was allowed to do so. Many Indians
were present at the station to see them off.

A meeting was held in the Anjuman-e-Islam Hall at midnight when
the question of collecting the certificates was discussed. Mr. Hajee
Cassim said that whether or not the Memons were willing to hand over
their certificates would be announced on Sunday after due consideration.
The others resolved to hand them over immediately.

Mass MEETING

A mass meeting was held in Pretoria on Friday. Mr. Bagas was
in the chair. The meeting was very well attended and great enthusiasm
was evinced. Though a large number of certificates were burnt, I
must say that the number received was not so large as it should have
been. In Pretoria, only 60 certificates were received—this number is
exclusive of those from the Madrasis—and this is not nearly enough.

A report of the meeting will appear elsewhere and so I do not give
it here.

MEETING OF MADRASIS

A separate meeting of Tamil Indians was held on Sunday, to which
Mr. Gandhi was invited. Madrasis have surpassed all expectations.
We find that nearly a fourth of them have been to gaol. They were
extremely enthusiastic and declared that, whatever the others did, they
would carry on the fight. They also resolved to collect funds.

Two KonkanNis RELEASED

Both the Konkani butchers who were gaoled last week have been
released. From their reports it would appear that the gaol warders do
not harass prisoners any longer. They say Mulji Patel and Harilal
Gandhi! are in good health.

ZAVER RANDERI

Mr. Zaver Randeri Soni, who, though his temporary permit has
expired, did not leave the Transvaal, has been awarded a month’s
imprisonment. He deposed that he had intended on the expiry of his
term to leave the Colony and re-enter afterwards as an educated person,
but that, meanwhile, he had been arrested. “This is my good fortune,”
Mr. Randeri said in his evidence.

1 Gandhiji’s eldest son. Vide also Vol. VIII, pp. 405-6, 436 and 442.



JOHANNESBURG LETTER 5
DeprorTATION OF TWELVE MEN

Mr. Shelat, Mr. Joshi, Mr. Killawala, Mr. Medh, Mr. Ibrahim
Hussein and others have been arrested and ordered to be deported.
All of them will re-enter. They do not get any food [in gaol] from
members of the community or friends. They themselves asked to be

given gaol food. They get bread, potatoes, etc. They will be taken
to Volksrust tonight.

EBraniM OsMAN

People here are glad that Mr. Ebrahim Osman has gone to gaol.
He can be regarded as one of the leaders of the Memon community.
His courageous act does that community great credit. He had plainly
refused to give his thumb-impression on the train as also at the Charge
Office. The policeman admitted while giving evidence that he knew
Ebrahim. Mr. Polak gave evidence that it was through him that Ebrahim
had obtained a permit. Ebrahim’s identity therefore was not in question.
The only offence was his refusal to give his thumb-impression. This
is no ordinary tyranny. But I hope that, in view of cases like these,
no Indian will give his thumb-impression till a settlement is reached.

Nabpirsga CaMA

Mr. Nadirsha Cama has been dismissed by the Government.
On reflection, we shall see that this is no common occurrence. Mr. Cama
felt so strongly on the subject that he attended the last mass meeting.
The Government then asked him for an explanation. Since it was a
fact that Mr. Cama had taken part in the proceedings, he was dismissed.
And he has welcomed his dismissal. He acted as he did mainly for
the sake of the campaign for the rights of the educated. Mr. Cama
having been sacrificed in this manner, the educated should feel inspired
tenfold. The community as a whole has been a party to Mr. Cama’s
dismissal, and it cannot therefore back out. Let me congratulate
Mr. Cama. He sets little store by the pittance he was earning by
slaving for the Government. This is an example worthy of emulation.

MEssAGE FRoM NATAL

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and his companions, on reaching Charlestown
after their deportation, sent the following telegram to various towns:
Spent last night in prisoners’ cell Pretoria with full trust in God.
Sooner or later we shall be in gaol-palace in Transvaal thus doing
our duty to motherland in some measure.! Hope every Indian will

1'That is, their intention was to re-enter the Colony in defiance of the deportation
order and thus court imprisonment.
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do his duty at all costs. We send this message to our brethren
before we go to gaol.
We hope every Indian will remember this advice.

MEMORABLE TELEGRAM

When Mr. Dawad Mahomed and other Natal leaders reached

Volksrust, Mr. Osman Ahmed sent them the following telegram:!
Congratulate you all. Trust in God. Pray to Him. Obey Him who saved

Noah from deluge, Moosa from Pharaohs, Abraham from fire, Joseph from

the well, Ayoob from sickness, Enoos inside a whale, and our Prophet when

he was in the cave. He is with us and He is ever just.

This is a very inspiring telegram. I urge Mr. Osman Ahmed himself
to have the same heroic courage which he wants the businessmen to be
infused with. Examples similar to the above will be found in all the
scriptures. This is an age in which we treat the teachings of the scriptures
as mere platitudes which do not have to be acted upon. We only pay
lip service to such examples. We feel God to be so far away from us
that we hardly allow these teachings to influence our conduct. This is
an occasion for Indians to act rather than talk. If all the Indians were to
fight with sincere faith in God, freedom would be won within 24 hours.

PrisoNERs ON FrRoONT

I have not so far been able to give the names of the Madrasis who

went to gaol on August 14 for the sake of their country. I give them
below:
Messrs Kangasami Pillay, Saveri Pillay, R. Packrey Moodaley, Rajoo
Naidoo, Subrayaloo Naidoo, S. Pavaday Naidoo, Muthramoothoo Pather,
M. Nadason, Candasami, Moonsami Naidoo, V. Vurthen, S. Ranga-
sami Naidoo, Venkatsami Appoodoo, Ranga Padiachy, R. Jameson, S.
Vallu Padiachy, S. Moothramoothoo Pillay, V. Govindsami Padiachy,
C. Canda Moodaley, Narasoomulloo, Ranga Padiachy, Nayana Naidoo,
Rama, Nagappan Naidoo.

Most of these persons held licences, yet they went out hawking
without using them.

Some of them were treated cruelly by the gaolers, who worked
them so hard that they had inflammation on their backs. Regardless
of this, they are ready to go to gaol again. Six affidavits in this con-
nection have been forwarded to the Chief Gaoler. Probably the gaolers
will not behave in the same way again. Even if they do, what does it
matter? The more we suffer, the earlier we shall be free.

1 The English text reproduced here is from Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908.
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IN CHRISTIANA

Mr. Ismail Essop Belim was sentenced to a fine of £15 for trading
without a licence or, in default of payment, to a month’s imprisonment.
Mr. Belim chose to go to gaol. As if this was not enough, they have
now arrested Mr. Ibrahim Adamji Limda, his servant. It does not
appear likely that he will be convicted, for it has been ruled by the
Court that a servant cannot be prosecuted on a charge of trading
without a licence.

E. M. PaTeEL

His goods were auctioned in Vereeniging. He was fined £1.7.6,
to recover which they sold goods worth £20, and awarded £6.5.6 to the
messenger! as his expenses. Here is an instance of a crone not worth
a pice whose head it costs two pice to shave.? I congratulate Mr. Patel.
We shall be free only when people everywhere accept such losses. Who
can now assert that General Smuts is not the leader of a band of robbers ?*

Tuesday [September 1, 1908]
ELEVEN MORE FROM NATAL

Further reports have been received about the gentlemen from
Natal. Those eleven persons who were to set out last night were taken
away by Mr. Vernon. They were seen off at the Park Station by a few
persons. Others went to Jeppe. These persons would not accept any
food from outside. They only took gaol food. All of them had left
Charlestown early in the morning and walked to the Charge Office
at Volksrust, where they were arrested. Traders and educated persons
have now joined hands again. All of them have resolved to stay on
in gaol. Even in the matter of food, they eat what is given to them in
gaol. My advice is that they should ask for the gaol uniform also.
It has not yet been decided when they will be tried. The Government
has yet to consider what they should be charged with. True fighters
will not offer bail money, will not ask for food from outside and will
submit to any harassment by the Government. I would also advise my
brethren not to ask for anything to be brought to them surreptitiously.
If they are addicted to smoking, they must give up the habit. Freedom
from such addiction will benefit the body as well as the mind. Even
if we do not take that into account, it is only proper to give up these
addictions for the sake of one’s country.

1 Bailiff

2 A Gujarati saying

3 Gandhiji had described the Court’s attachment of the goods of Vereeniging
Indian traders as ‘‘legalized robbery”; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 438, 447 and 453-4.
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MEeeTING oF HaMmipia Iscamic SocieTy

His Majesty the Sultan [of Turkey] completed 32 years of his reign
on August 31, and on the same day the Al Madina! Hejaz Railway
was inaugurated. The [Hamidia] Islamic Society held a mass meeting
to celebrate the event. A large number of Muslims were present.
Invitations had been sent out to some whites. Among those present
were Mr. Wolfgang, the Turkish Consul, and his friend, Mr. P. F.
Crown, who has served in Turkey and was awarded the Order of
Turkey, Class II. Mr. Kallenbach and Mr. Isaac were also present.
Among the others present were Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Cama,
Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Gandhi.

The proceedings were conducted with the utmost efficiency amidst
great enthusiasm. Six resolutions were passed. A fund for the Hejaz
Railway was started on the spot. Mr. Hajee Habib put his name down
for £10. The barbers collected more than £9 from amongst themselves.
Mr. Nawab Khan paid one pound on the spot, and a cabman paid,
amid applause, his earnings for the day—five shillings. Telegrams
were received from many towns. Everywhere Muslim shops were
closed [for the day]. Among these telegrams Mr. Nagadi’s deserves
mention. It reported that sweets and gifts were distributed among
white and Zulu children. This was an excellent idea; it shows the
nobility of the Indian people, rather, of all Eastern peoples. The action
of Warmbaths Indians in distributing sweets to white children, though
the whites always behave like enemies, is noteworthy and ought to be
emulated. In this town, Osman Ahmed led a procession. There were
children’s sports at which prizes were awarded. In the evening, there
were fireworks. Everyone felt that the Hamidia Society’s hall was rather
small. I hope the Muslims will add more storeys and build a hall so
big and fine that it will be both pleasing and useful.

Wednesday [September 2, 1908]
Gop’s WiLL BE DonE

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and other gentlemen were deported but,
as ordained, they have re-entered. Further, Mr. Dawad Mahomed,
Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia have reached Johannesburg
and started work again. Other friends are enjoying the fine air of
the Volksrust gaol, which only means that they need not come to
Johannesburg. They were all to be tried on Tuesday. But the Govern-
ment itself fixed Tuesday next, the 7th, for their trial. Taking advantage
of this opportunity, the three businessmen have come down to Johannes-
burg. Everyone is doing his duty. The businessmen’s presence is needed
in Johannesburg. Others are doing their duty by staying in gaol.

1 The original has “Hamidia”.
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WHAT ABOUT SORABJI?

It is being asked why Sorabji, who was due to return, has not yet
done so. I must point out that he himself is anxious to re-enter. But
his duty consists in staying on in Charlestown for the present. This way
he renders greater service. It is the Association which has restrained him.
There has been no reply from the Government to the Association’s
resolution about him. This is one reason, among others, why he is
not being called back. He will also enter when his time comes. Every-
one cannot have the same duty to perform. Everyone[, however,]
must attend to his or her duty. Sorabji’s duty consists in restraining
his enthusiasm and waiting.

Moosa Essop Abia

Mr. Moosa Essop Adia was fined £1 in Pretoria. While attaching
his goods, the messenger also closed down his store. This is illegal.
He had no authority to do this. The Association has therefore advised
Mr. Adia to reopen the store and serve a notice on the messenger.

DiLpar KuAN

Mr. Dildar Khan who was employed as a servant by a white has
been dismissed for taking part in the movement against the law. Yester-
day, moreover, he had asked for leave to attend the Hejaz Railway
[celebrations]. I congratulate Mr. Dildar Khan on his courage.

COLLECTIONS

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia have been
active from the moment they arrived. They went round soliciting contri-
butions. I hope to give next week the names of those who have promised
to pay.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

2. IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S VIEWS

Among the speeches in the Imperial Parliament reported in our
English section, the one by Colonel Seely, Deputy Secretary of State
for the Colonies, is particularly worth reading. He says that negotiations
are in progress with the Transvaal Government. The speech also
indicates that those who have a right to be in the Colonies should be
accorded equal rights with the whites, and must be accepted as full-
fledged citizens. We can argue from this that, in the interests of those
already in the Colony, educated Indians must be allowed to enter. We
can also see from Colonel Seely’s speech that, if we exert ourselves
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enough, the Imperial Government may help us. The key [to the situation]
is with us. Satyagraha is all that is required of us.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

3. RITCH’S CONDITION

We continue to receive letters from Mr. Ritch! which make us
very sad. There is much else the community does, but nothing to show
its appreciation [of Ritch’s work]. Few whites or Indians can do what
Mr. Ritch has been doing. He does not care for the salary. It is a
shame to keep such a person always in want.

There was a proposal earlier to send £300 to Mr. Ritch, of which
only £100 have so far been sent. Now, even the money for his household
expenses is not being remitted, let alone the balance of £200. What is
more, it is becoming difficult for him even to meet the office expenses.
In postponing things, as we are inclined to do, we are not being
thoughtful about the difficulties of others. It is impossible for the
Committee to continue its work under these conditions. It is therefore
the duty of every Indian to do the most he can. Those who imagine
that a great struggle like ours can be carried on without money are
mistaken. We hope the community will make the necessary provision
for Mr. Ritch. Else the Committee will collapse before long and we
shall have reason to regret our helplessness afterwards.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

4. THE G. 0. M.’S BIRTHDAY?

It is again our privilege to join with our brethren throughout India
and the Colonies on the occasion of the birthday of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji,
the greatest living Indian. Yesterday3 he entered upon his eighty-fourth
year. His life has been a strenuous one, devoted to his people and his
beloved country. Now the aged patriot is living in quiet retirement
in India, enjoying the rest which he has so nobly earned. Indians
in South Africa, and especially those in the Transvaal, may take courage

11, W. Ritch, Secretary, South Africa British Indian Committee, London,
founded in 1906 ‘“‘to secure fair and just treatment to British Indian settlers in South
Africa”; vide Vol. VI, pp. 228-9. Also vide Vol. VII, pp. 277-9, 413-4 and Vol. VIII,
pp- 63 and 106.

2 Vide also the succeeding item.

3 September 4
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for the fight by remembering that Mr. Dadabhai has spent practically
the whole of his life fighting for the rights and freedom of his fellow-
countrymen. Therefore, the greatest honour we in South Africa can
do him is to follow his example, never flinching from the struggle until
we have gained for ourselves, and for the generations to follow, that
complete freedom which is the right of every subject of the King-
Emperor.

Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

5. DADABHAI’S BIRTHDAY

Yesterday was the birthday of the Grand Old Man of India,
Dadabhai Naoroji. He has entered on his eighty-fourth year. In India,
his birthday is an occasion of public celebrations all over the country
Enthusiastic meetings are held by the public bodies in the country and
messages are sent wishing him a long life. The messages sent to him by
associations in South Africa have been given elsewhere in this issue.
They have done their duty in sending these. We wish him a long life
and pray to our Maker to grant us, and others associated with this
journal, hearts as pure as his. We urge our readers to emulate the
spirit of patriotism of this Dadal—he is indeed a veritable grandfather
—which is the right way of cherishing his name. The Transvaal Indians
must see to it that they honour their pledge as the immortal Dadabhai
has honoured his for our sake. Our present campaign in South Africa
is such that it would not be enough even if hundreds of heroes like
Dadabhai were to come forward to join it. And so long as they do
not come forward, we can make no progress in our political life or in
any other field of activity.

As announced last year,2 we give in this issue a photograph of the
Grand Old Man.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

1“Dada” in Gujarati means a grandfather.

2 Vide Vol. VII, p. 199.
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Monday [September 7, 1908]
DuncaN’s SPEECH

Mr. Duncan, former Colonial Secretary!, expressed the view in
the course of a speech that in the long run there was no option but to
allow the Coloured races a share in the Government. If this was not
done, both the whites and the Coloured races would suffer. That
such views are expressed by whites who have held high posts points to
the coming of far-reaching changes in South Africa in a few years.

StaLLARD’S VIEws

Mr. Stallard is reputed to be a very able lawyer. Though he has
no particular regard for us, he said that every time General Smuts had
entered into a controversy with the Indian community, he had lost.
And that is, in fact, what has happened. He is bound to lose again
in this last phase of the struggle if we exert ourselves to our utmost.

Buana Rawmjr

Mr. Bhana Ramji was arrested on Saturday for not complying
with the notice to leave the Colony. No one had any news about his
case. He therefore conducted his own defence. He simply refused
to leave the Colony and accepted the sentence of a month’s hard labour
which the Magistrate awarded him. He is now installed in gaol. It
is our good fortune that Indians have learnt to go to gaol with such
ease.

GosHALIA’S TELEGRAM

Mr. Goshalia, who is imprisoned in Volksrust along with other
Indians, has sent a telegram to say that Indian prisoners there have
been going without breakfast, since they find mealie pap disagreeable.
That Mr. Goshalia, as also others, should nonetheless not think of leaving
the gaol but stay on where they are is some indication of their patriotism.
The question of diet is still the subject of correspondence with the Govern-
ment. Those who cannot bear these privations should call to mind
Mr. Tilak’s case.2 How will he spend six years on a plain fare? He
is old. Had he been a European, he would now be occupying a position
of authority. I say this without any ill-will towards the whites. Rather
than perpetrate evil as they have done in order to hold political power,

I Patrick Duncan held this office from 1903 to 1906. For the text of his speech,
vide Appendix III.
2 The reference is to Bal Gangadhar Tilak, vide Vol. VIII, pp. 418-9.
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it is far better that the Indians should make do with a crust of bread.
Anyway, the point is, what we are going through is nothing when
compared to the great Mr. Tilak’s sufferings.

Tuesday [September 8, 1908]
NATAL BUSINESSMEN’S ACTIVITIES

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia
have not been idle since their return from Volksrust. They started
collecting contributions in Johannesburg, and raised more than £200.
They went round to all the places and were everywhere given contri-
butions by everyone. They were accompanied by Imam Saheb Abdool
Kadir Bawazeer, Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Cama and others. On
Friday after namaz, they went to Krugersdorp, and Mr. Cama was with
them. Within three hours, they obtained promises of contributions to
the value of £64 and collected another £60 in cash. They returned
from Krugersdorp at night.

On Saturday, they left for Heidelberg by the morning train. There
Mr. Bhayat gave a bold lead by [contributing] £16, with the result
that a sum of £45 was soon raised. They left Heidelberg the same
night by train for Standerton. The party included Mr. Cachalia and
Mr. Bhayat. Mr. Cama also joined them on the same train. Though the
train arrived at Standerton at two in the morning, a large number of
citizens were present to receive them. My referring to Indians as citizens
should not cause surprise. Indians are no longer slaves, but citizens.
We have a right to be treated as partners [in the governance of the
Colony], and have been fighting for that right.! A sum of about £53
was raised in Standerton.

Having done all this, these men had a right to rest before the trial
began. However, they decided to take the plunge in Pretoria. They
left for Pretoria on Sunday by the night train. Having arrived there
they lost no time and started collecting contributions on Monday morning.
They were looked after by Mr. A. M. Suleman. After breakfast, they
went to the city from the Location, and started the collections among
the Memons first. Mr. Hajee Cassim gave £5. Mr. Gandhi went to
Pretoria at 2 p.m. and the work of collection continued till evening.
Mr. Hajee Cassim and others also joined the party.

At four, there was a meeting in the Location with Mr. Bagas in
the chair. His welcome address was followed by a suitable reply from

I Indians were not citizens since they had no right of franchise. Their repre-
sentation, such as it was, in the Transvaal legislature was in the nature of ‘“‘trustee-
ship”. Gandhiji had earlier been at pains to emphasize that the Transvaal Indians
did not want political rights; vide Vol. VI, p. 212. He did, however, demand what he
called civil rights by which he meant the right to property, locomotion and trade;
vide Vol. VI, p. 251.



14 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

the businessmen. There was no time [left] for collections in the
Location. But local Indians have promised to take up the work. More
than £26 were collected in Pretoria.

Considering Pretoria’s resources, this is too small a sum. But the
fact that Memon gentlemen contributed funds and extended their co-
operation shows that to that extent they, too, are with the community
in its opposition to the law. Their help is bound to produce some effect
on the Government as well. It will realize that a mass of water cannot
be cloven asunder by the stroke of a stick, and that Indians are like
a mass of water—they are of the same blood.

The businessmen took the evening train for Durban from the
Location. Imam Saheb, Mr. Coovadia, Mr. Fancy, Jivanji, Mr. Omarji
Sale, Mr. Vyas and others were present to receive them at Germiston,
and to see them off as well. There is a halt of nearly 45 minutes at
Germiston. Advantage was taken of this to entertain them at a party
arranged in the restaurant. The restaurant-keeper was a good man,
and made no trouble. The blinds in the room were lowered so that
others outside might not notice the proceedings. The Volksrust train
started amid shouts of “hurrah”, and the businessmen left to embrace
imprisonment. Is it conceivable that a community, the leaders of
which evince such courage, patriotism and enthusiasm, can ever be
defeated ?

STorRY OF KRUGERSDORP

Among the Krugersdorp Indians there appears to be a trivial rift,
which the authorities intend to exploit. Local newspapers have reported
that Indian traders in Krugersdorp used violence to compel the hawkers
to surrender their certificates. The victims have lodged complaints and
the offending traders will now be prosecuted.

This incident is said to have occurred when the Natal businessmen
visited Krugersdorp before their deportation. The businessmen, when
asked about it, said that no Indian had been harassed or treated
violently. An altercation was all that took place and that—on one
occasion. If that is so, why do Indians show themselves to be so short-
sighted as to become a tool in the hands of the Government to be used
against themselves ? Since the case is without any basis, the Government
will lose.

But such rumours may serve to prolong the sufferings of the Indians
somewhat. Let every Indian imprint it on his mind that this campaign
does not depend on the use of force. There should be neither violence
nor threats of violence. Force may be used neither against the Govern-
ment nor against one’s own fellows.

This campaign is based on spiritual force. Hence it has a divine
sanction. We know that intellectual force is superior to physical force,
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and spiritual force superior to intellectual force. That is the highest
force. We accept this view but do not act upon it. Only to the extent
that we are unaware of the soul can there be misery and suffering for us.

STANDERTON LICENCES

The Licensing Officer asked the Indian traders at Standerton why
they had refused to give their thumb-impressions. In reply, the
Committee has said that

(i) since thumb-impressions are demanded under the obnoxi-
ous Act, the Indians will not give them;

(if) the Act is obnoxious because it offends religious suscepti-
bilities and is a symbol of the Indians’ inferior status;

(iii) even if thumb-impressions were demanded—for licensing
purposes—outside the Act, they would be refused by those who
could sign their names. For, giving one’s thumb-impression when
one can easily sign one’s name will amount to a stigma on oneself
for the colour of one’s skin. There is a difference between a thumb-
impression given in lieu of a signature and that given when the
person can sign his name.

ATt 3 p.M.

We have just received a telegram to say that the three business-
men and Mr. Randeria have been awarded three months’ hard labour
each. The remaining eleven received a sentence of six weeks’ imprison-
ment each with hard labour. I am glad over this report, yet it brings
tears to my eyes. I am glad because the greater the suffering inflicted
on Indians, the happier they will be in the end and the sooner will
come the day of deliverance. I shed tears because they are elderly
Indians who are thus made to suffer.

MORE PRISONERS

Suleman Hassan, a Krugersdorp hawker, has been sentenced to a
fine of 5s or a day’s imprisonment for hawking without a licence. He
has elected to go to gaol.

Mr. Ali Essopji has been arrested for being found in the Colony
without a permit. His case will be heard on the 11th.

In Christiana, Mr. Ibrahim Limda! has been sentenced to a fine
of £15 or six weeks’ imprisonment for carrying on trade [without a
licence], and Mr. Cassim to a fine of £3 or six weeks’ imprisonment
for hawking [without a licence]. Both these brave men have chosen
gaol. They have both been sentenced to simple imprisonment.

1 The original has ‘“Limbado”.
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MEeETING OF BriTisH INDIAN AssociATION COMMITTEE

A special meeting of the Committee was held on Monday. Mr. Essop
Mia being absent, Mr. Coovadia took the chair. Mr. Fancy, Imam
Saheb, Mr. Chettiar, Mr. Naidoo, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Omarji
Sale, Mr. Adam Moosaji, Mr. Kunake and others were present. It
was resolved to go round soliciting contributions from people and many
names were put down on the list. A resolution was passed that £100
should be remitted to Mr. Ritch. Since Mr. Gandhi has suspended
his practice for the time being, he asked for provision to be made for
the payment of rent for the Association’s office, for permission to defray
Mr. Polak’s expenses and to spend £10 per month, for the duration of
the crisis, to meet the deficit on Indian Opinion resulting from the heavy
increase in the quantity of printed matter. No decision was reached on
Monday on this item and its consideration was postponed.

On receipt of information about the imprisonment of the Natal
businessmen, another meeting of the Committee was held on Tuesday
which was attended by Mr. Essop Mia. Most of those who had attended
the previous meeting were present. It was resolved to hold a mass
meeting on the following Thursday and to close shops and suspend
business on that day out of regard for the Natal leaders. It was also
decided to send cables to England, India, Zanzibar, Aden, etc.

Mr. Essop Mia has announced his intention to resign [from the
chairmanship of the British Indian Association] as he wishes to go on
a pilgrimage to Mecca. He will take the chair at the mass meeting for
the last time—for the present at any rate.

The meeting has resolved to entrust the chairmanship to Mr. Adam
Mahomed Cachalia in succession to Mr. Essop Mia.

There is no time now to speak at length about this. Mr. Essop
Mia’s services to the community have been massive. We owe so much
to his courage. The community cannot honour him enough. It is
hoped that the community will do its duty [by him] before he boards
the ship and leaves on his pilgrimage on the 6th.

The position that has been offered to Cachalia is a very important
one. He has of course done his utmost for the community. He is popular.
Also, he has been to gaol. He is thus very well qualified. He was at
first extremely reluctant to accept the chairmanship, but accepted the
office under great pressure. Mr. Ibrahim Coovadia’s name was also
suggested, but he expressed his preference for Mr. Cachalia, who, he
thought, could serve better.

Mr. Cachalia’s responsibilities are great. It is not an easy thing
to take on the captaincy of a ship in mid-ocean. But Mr. Cachalia is

sure to do full justice to the office he has accepted if he always acts
with faith in God.
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I hope to write at greater length next week of Mr. Essop Mia and
Mr. Cachalia.

VOLUNTEERS

Since Mr. Gandhi has practically suspended his legal practice
and Mr. Mahomed Khan has joined business, Mr. James Dorasamy
has started attending the Association office to do honorary work. I
hope others, too, following Mr. Dorasamy’s example, will come forward
to offer their services and thus help the Association’s work. If the
community is determined to secure the early release of the Natal heroes,
there will be work for as many volunteers as may be forthcoming.

NyLsTROOM

Mr. Moti Ragha Patel of Nylstroom has been sentenced to four
days’ hard labour for hawking without a licence. A summons is about
to be served on Mr. Nagadi.

ARRESTS IN KRUGERSDORP

In Krugersdorp warrants have been issued against Mr. Ismail Kazi,
Mr. Pandor, Mr. Vaja, Mr. Vania, Mr. Khurshedji Desai, Mr. Dadlani,
Mr. Mahomed Mamuji Dadoo and Mr. Parsee Rustomjee on the afore-
mentioned charges.! All of them, except Mr. Rustomjee, have been
released on bail. Since Mr. Rustomjee is already installed in the gaol-
palace, it remains to be seen what happens to him.

Wednesday [September 9, 1908]
SORABJI

He [Mr. Sorabji] entered the Transvaal yesterday (Tuesday) evening.
His case will come up on the 15th. Mr. Sorabji has already left for
Johannesburg in the company of Mr. Cama.

ABpooL GANI

A telegram has been received saying that Mr. Abdool Gani gave
his thumb-impression on his return to Volksrust. If true, that is extre-
mely regrettable.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 Vide p. 14.



7. PETITION TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COLONIES!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 9, 1908

TO
Tue RT. HON’BLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonNponN

THE PETITION OF THE BRITISH INDIAN
ASSOCIATION OF THE TRANSVAAL

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

PRELIMINARY

1. The British Indian Association approach His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in connection with the British Indian struggle that has now gone
on for the past two years in the Transvaal, more particularly in
connection with the Asiatic Registration Amendment Act, gazetted in
the Transvaal Gazette, dated the 2nd instant.

2. The Association represent the British Indian community residing
in the Transvaal.

3. As His Majesty’s Government are well aware, the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act passed last year by the Transvaal legislature has caused
much misery to the British Indians in the Transvaal, and has involved
loss of money and the incarceration of over 350 Indians, who have
suffered imprisonment for conscience’ sake.

Hasty LEGISLATION

4. The Act that has now been gazetted was, in the form of a Bill,
read a first time on the 20th August, and it passed all the stages through
both the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council on the 2lIst
August. The Bill was never published in the Gazette and it was only
after it was gazetted as an Act that it was available to the community
represented by the petitioning Association. By the courtesy of a member
of the Legislative Assembly, a few Indians were able to see the Bill
after it had passed through all the stages and the other members of the
community had, up to the 2nd instant, to remain satisfied with a summary
published in the Transvaal Press.

1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908, under the titles “Transvaal
Indians’ Petition: To The Imperial Government: The Full Text”.
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THE Act GENERALLY ACCEPTABLE

5. The petitioning Association are free to admit that the Act
under discussion is a very great advance upon the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act No. 2 of 1907, though it is defective, in that it requires proof
of pre-war residence for 3 years from those Asiatics who are in the
Transvaal but who have not yet received registration certificates. Most
of these men have entered the country in bona fide manner, and have
acquired vested rights. There are instances of Asiatics having already
received registration certificates, although their residence in the Trans-
vaal before the war did not go beyond even one year. It is respectfully
contended that the Asiatics who have not yet received registration certi-
ficates but who are in the Transvaal should not be treated according
to the arbitrary and inflexible limit of three years’ pre-war residence,
which is applicable to Asiatics who are still outside the Transvaal.

6. The clause as to the granting of licences will depend for smooth
working only on a liberal administration as to thumb-print requirements.

FINGER-PRINTS

7. In moving the second reading of the Bill, the Colonial Secretary
was pleased to say that finger-impressions or thumb-impressions were
not a matter of objection. In the humble opinion of the petitioning
Association, in making this statement, the Hon’ble Minister was less than
fair to the Indian community; for he knew well that a very violent agi-
tation was raised against finger-prints by many Asiatics, after the com-
promise of last January. Whilst it is true that finger-prints were never
treated as a fundamental objection by the leading members of the Indian
community, they undoubtedly formed, as they even now do, an insuper-
able objection to many Asiatics, especially the Pathans, of whom there
are probably over 150 residing in the Colony. Finger-impressions or
thumb-impressions were given voluntarily under the compromise, only
in order to enable the Government to have a scientific classification, and
to show the bona fides of the community, as also its willingness to help
the Government. This voluntary act has cost the community very dear.
Both the Chairman and the Secretary had to suffer grievous bodily
harm at the hands of their fellow-countrymen,! by reason of the above
help given to the Government. After considerable experience, the
petitioning Association assure His Majesty’s Government that the
compulsory taking of finger-impressions on any large scale from Asiatics
only is bound to give rise to such trouble. Nor are they to any extent
necessary, the majority of British Indians having once given them to
the authorities. In any case, a very great amount of latitude will be

1 Gandhiji was assaulted on February 10, 1908; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 75 and 93-4.
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necessary for the smooth working of that part of the administrative
machinery.

O~ REepeaL oF Act 2 ofF 1907

8. However acceptable the measure may be in comparison with the
Asiatic Act of 1907, as has already been submitted to the local Govern-
ment, the community represented by the petitioning Association is unable
to accept the benefits of the measure until Act 2 of 1907 is removed
from the Statute-book, and the status of educated Asiatics properly and
equitably defined. In the humble opinion of the petitioning Associa-
tion, repeal of the Actis necessary, if only for the honour of the Govern-
ment.

ProMmise oF REPEAL

9. It is respectfully contended that the Hon’ble the Colonial
Secretary had definitely promised repeal on condition that the Asiatic
part of the compromise was carried out by the Asiatic communities.
It is admitted that the Asiatics have more than fulfilled their obligation
under the compromise.

10. But it has been argued that Justice Solomon, in the course
of his judgement! on the application for the return of a voluntary regis-
tration application, stated that promise of repeal was not proved, and
that, therefore, it was not given. The petitioning Association venture
to draw the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the fact that
the question of repeal was not before the Court and the decision did
not turn upon that question at all. It was definitely stated before the
Court that all the evidence in the possession of the applicant with reference
to the repeal was not brought before the Court. Sufficient was stated
on that subject in the affidavits? supporting the application, in order
to provide a moral basis, the applicant intending to show that his desire
to withdraw his application for voluntary registration was not based
on caprice but on what he believed to be a breach of faith by the local
Government.

11. That repeal of the Act was the goal of the signatories to the
letter? addressed to the Colonial Secretary, and dated the 29th January,
can be inferred from the letter itself, [a] portion of which reads as
follows :

Under these circumstances, we would once more respectfully suggest to the

Government that all Asiatics over the age of 16 should be allowed within a certain

limited period, say three months, to register themselves, and that to all who

so register the Act be not applied.

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp.347-8, footnote 4.
2 ibid., pp. 313-6.
3 ibid., pp. 40-2.
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The original draft placed before the signatories had the expression ‘“‘the
penalties of”’ before the words “the Act”. This was struck out, the idea
being that, if the Act did not apply to all who voluntarily registered,
and if all Asiatics voluntarily registered, there would be no occasion to
retain the Act on the Statute-book, the necessary provision for separat-
ing authorized Asiatic residents from unauthorized residents being taken
over in any legalizing Bill that might be passed.

12. This, however, was not all. The second signatory hereto,
who was also one of the signatories to the letter in question, was sum-
moned to Pretoria, and had an interview with the Hon’ble the Colonial
Secretary and at that interview he was given to understand that, if the
Asiatics honourably fulfilled their obligation, the Act would be repealed.!
This was on the 30th January. On discussion with the Registrar of
Asiatics which took place after the interview with the Colonial Secretary,
the second signatory’s suspicion was aroused as to the Asiatic Act being
repealed. He, therefore, addressed to the Colonial Secretary, on the
Ist February last, a letter showing his suspicion.?

On the 3rd February, upon receipt of a telegraphic message asking
him to wait on the Colonial Secretary, he did so, and, in the presence
of the Registrar of Asiatics, as he has already stated in his affidavit before
the Supreme Court, the Colonial Secretary made the promise of repeal;
and, within the knowledge of the first signatory to this petition, this
promise was brought to the notice of vast audiences of British Indians,
at several meetings just after the interviews hereinbefore referred to.

13. On the 5th day of February last, the Colonial Secretary spoke
as follows at a meeting at Richmond: ‘“He had told them that the law
could not be repealed so long as there was an Asiatic in the country who
had not registered.”” And again, “Until every Indian in the country
had registered, the law would not be repealed.”” The above extract has
been taken from The Star of the 6th February last. The same remark
was also reported in The Transvaal Leader of the same date.

14. On his way to the Registration Office, on the 10th day of
February last, the second signatory hereto was very severely assaulted,
because he was going to give his digit-impressions. For the time being,
registration came practically to a standstill. The Asiatics were fright-
ened; they were suspicious as to the intentions of the Government, and
their suspicions were strengthened by reason of receipts for the few
applications that were made having been given on old forms, which had
reference to the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, No. 2 of 1907. In order
to allay such suspicions, the Registrar declared to several prominent

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 44 and 46-7.
2 ibid., pp. 49-51.
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Asiatics, as also to the Assistant Hon. Secretary! of the British Indian
Association, who is also an Attorney of the Supreme Court of the
Transvaal, that, voluntary registration being completed, the Act would
be repealed. In order further to popularize voluntary registration, the
Registrar of Asiatics was willing to publish a notice in the Gazette that,
Asiatics undergoing voluntary registration, the Act would be repealed.
This notice was brought before the second signatory hereto by the
Registrar, whilst he was still in bed, and, after some amendments, it was
agreed between the Registrar and him that the notice should be published
in the Gazette. In the meanwhile, the verbal assurances given by the
Registrar had their desired effect, and registration was going on smoothly.
The Registrar, therefore, on again visiting the second signatory hereto
inquired whether it was still necessary to publish the notice, and the
second signatory, on learning that registration was going on smoothly,
replied in the negative.

15. On the 22nd day of February, the second signatory hereto
submitted, for the Colonial Secretary’s approval, and with his permis-
sion, a draft Bill?, amending the Immigrants’ Restriction Act and repeal-
ing the Asiatic Act. This letter was duly acknowledged, but there was
no repudiation of the reference to repeal of that Act.

16. Lastly, whilst the Colonial Secretary has stated, in his affi-
davit® before the Supreme Court, that he never promised repeal of the
Act, and whilst the Registrar of Asiatics had supported that affidavit?,
the Colonial Secretary does not, as will appear from his speech on the
second reading of the Bill, seriously repudiate the promise, and, at any
rate, admits having freely discussed with the second signatory hereto
the question of repeal.

17. Several statements made by British Indians, to whom the
assurance as to repeal was given by the Registrar of Asiatics, are
attached hereto.’

18. Moreover, the petitioning Association draw the attention of
His Majesty’s Government to the fact that a repealing Bill was actually
drawn [up] and ordered to be printed for private circulation by the Colo-
nial Secretary, and was shown to the second signatory, and was only
withdrawn, because the second signatory hereto requested that certain
amendments should be made therein, all of which, with some modi-
fications, have now been embodied in the Act under discussion, with the
exception of that affecting the status of educated Asiatics.

1 H. S. L. Polak

2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 103-4.
3 & 4ibid., Appendix VII.
5 Vide Appendix IV.
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RETENTION OF AcT UNNECESSARY

19. Apart, however, from the promise made by the Colonial Secre-
tary, the retention of two parallel enactments dealing with the same
matter cannot but lead to harassing and unfortunate results. It has
been stated that the intention of the Government is to treat Act 2 of
1907 as a dead letter. But it is impossible for the community repre-
sented by the petitioning Association to remain in a state of un-
certainty after a prolonged and bitter struggle. The powers given by
the two measures may, in the hands of ignorant, incapable, or preju-
diced officials, be used against British Indians with deadly results.

20. The petitioning Association may be permitted to remark that
the later measure in no way neutralizes the effect of Act 2 of 1907.
Either may, at the option of the Government, be used against the Asiatic
communities. Similarly, it is open to Asiatics to take advantage, if
there be any, of either enactment.

21. For instance, whilst, under the new measure, Turkish
Mahomedans are free from the irksome process of registration, a Turkish
Mahomedan entering the Transvaal may be dealt with under
Act 2 of 1907. One of the main objections, therefore, of the British
Indian community still remains without redress. The remarks made
by the Colonial Secretary that

they (the Asiatics) put the difficulties in this way—that, under Act 2 of 1907,

the definition given of Asiatic in the old Volksraad Act No. 3, 1885, was main-

tained, and in that definition Turkish Mahomedans, subjects of the Turkish

Empire, were excluded from this country. It was urged that that was not a

provision intended to keep Turks out of the country, but was simply casting

a slur and a stigma on the Mahomedan religion, which no white person or the

Government has the slightest intention of doing. The number of Turks here

has always been small, and I am told that there are none now, and in any case

there is no danger of any influx from Turkey to this country. The only kind
of Turkish subjects who do come here are Christians, and they are Syrians and
other Levantines, against whom certain hon. members have strong objection.

But they are Christians, and Mahomedan subjects of the Turkish Empire have

never threatened, and are never likely to threaten, to invade this country. That

objection, which was based on sentimental grounds, and which there was no
difficulty on material grounds in meeting, we have met, and hon. members will
see that the Bill now before the House strikes out that restriction which was
placed against the immigration of a man simply because he was a Mahomedan
subject of the Turkish Empire

are wide of the mark.

22. Again, whilst the Act under discussion frees minors from
personal registration, Act 2 of 1907 can conceivably be used against
such minors, and can give rise to endless trouble.
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23. The offensive liquor clause finds no place in the new mea-
sure, but it is open to an Asiatic to apply for a permit of exemption
under the old Act. It will, perhaps, be said that this is manifestly an
advantage. But, in the humble opinion of the petitioning Association,
the implied insult still disfigures the Statute-book of the Colony.!

24. It would be open to the Government to deal with an un-
registered Asiatic under either Act, and thus subject such an Asiatic
to pinpricks at every turn.

25. The retention of the old Act opens the way for frauds by un-
scrupulous Asiatics. Whilst the new Act provides for application for
registration being made from a place in South Africa outside the
Colony, there is nothing to prevent an Asiatic from entering the
Colony and claiming to remain in it for seven days, under the Act,
and, during that time, merging into the community beyond recognition.

26. Illustrations like the foregoing can be multiplied. But the
above, it is trusted, will sufficiently show how precarious the position
of British Indians will be rendered, if the old enactment be allowed
to remain on the Statute-book of the Colony.

27. Even whilst the new Act is under consideration by His
Majesty’s Government, the local Government have commenced prose-
cutions against those who are covered and protected by it. Thus, a
British Indian? possessing good educational qualifications and, there-
fore, easily recognizable, and moreover, possessing a Peace Preserva-
tion Ordinance permit and a certificate voluntarily taken out under
Lord Milner’s advice,® was arrested, after the passing of the new
measure, and tried under the old Act, for being an unregistered
Asiatic.  The Magistrate, although he expressed surprise, had no
option but to give him notice to quit the Colony within seven days.
Thus, it is possible to denude the Colony of many lawfully resident
Asiatics by prosecuting them under the old Act, although they are
protected by the new Act.

28. Another Indian, well known to the authorities, a merchant
of Piet Retief, holding residential certificates, has just been tried under
the old Act, and sentenced to pay a fine or go to gaol for 14 days
without hard labour, not because he is not entitled to reside in the
Colony, but because he has refused to give his thumb-impression.
During his trial, the principal witness for the Crown admitted that he
knew the merchant to be a resident of the Transvaal, and the solicitor
who had accompanied him when he obtained his permit also gave
evidence to identify him. Mr. Ebrahim Osman (that is the merchant’s

1Vide Vol. VI, p. 118.
2 This was Muljibhai G. Patel; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 421-2.
3 Vide Vol. III, pp. 367-8.
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name), rather than pay a fine which he deemed to be an extortion,
has elected to suffer imprisonment, and is now serving his term at His
Majesty’s gaol at Volksrust.! Mr. Ebrahim Osman can read and write
English and can give a well-formed signature in the Roman character[s].

29. Under the circumstances, the petitioning Association trust
that His Majesty’s Government will secure repeal of the old Act before
sanctioning the new Act.

StaTtus oF EpucaTeEp INDIANS

30. If the old Act were removed from the Statute-book, it
would seem that there would be no hindrance to educated Asiatics
being placed on the same footing as His Majesty’s other subjects, so far
as immigration is concerned.

31. The Immigrants’ Restriction Act 15 of 1907 imposes a general
education test, and, under it, any Asiatic who can pass the education
test is not otherwise prohibited and may enter the Colony. He then
becomes subject to registration under the Asiatic Act, and, if he fails
to comply with it, he becomes an unregistered Asiatic, though not
yet a prohibited immigrant. Thus, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji entered the
Colony under the Immigrants’ Restriction Act. He was allowed to pass
through unchallenged. After seven days’ residence in the Colony, he
was prosecuted for being unregistered under Act 2 of 19072
Mr. Sorabji had applied for voluntary registration. That was refused.
He was not prepared to submit to Act 2 of 1907. He held excellent
testimonials from the Town Clerk of Charlestown and other prominent
officials of that town. The Magistrate at Volksrust had recommended
his application. He is educated up to the seventh standard of the
Surat High School, and has often acted as Interpreter at the Court
at Charlestown. On being tried under the Asiatic Act, he received notice
to quit the Colony.*> This notice he, as a British subject, declined to
comply with. He was thereupon prosecuted, and sentenced to im-
prisonment with hard labour for one month, without the option of a
fine.* Mr. Sorabji served his term, and, on the last day of his imprison-
ment, was secretly deported.

32. The petitioning Association venture respectfully to submit
that such method of dealing with inoffensive British subjects in a
British Colony is without precedent.

33. Mr. Sorabji’s case shows that the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act does not create a colour bar. The above view seems to be borne

1 Vide “‘Johannesburg Letter”, p. 5.
2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 345-7.

3 ibid., pp. 354-8.

4ibid., pp. 376-7.
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out by the case of Rex v. Lalloo heard in the Supreme Court of the
Transvaal on the 22nd July last.!

34. It is the Asiatic Act, which is ostensibly only intended to
identify those who could not otherwise be easily identified, that stands
in the way of educated Indians.

35. The petitioning Association respectfully claim that as in the
other Colonies, educated Asiatics should have the right of free entry,
subject only to a general education test applicable to all. It would
be unreasonable and highly insulting and degrading to expect such
Asiatics to undergo processes of identification and carry certificates for
which there can never be the slightest necessity.

36. The petitioning Association invite the attention of His
Majesty’s Government to the fact that foreigners, if they are Europeans,
and the natives of South Africa, provided they pass the education test,
can enter the Transvaal. Educated British Indians are, therefore,
placed lower than either of the two classes above named.

37. It is right that the Malays, who are inhabitants of South
Africa, should be free to enter the Transvaal, but the petitioning Asso-
ciation fail to see why Indians born in South Africa should not be placed
in the same category. There are many Indian youths to whom South
Africa is their only home, and India a foreign land.

38. It has been stated that the keeping of the door open for the
entry of educated Indians would flood the Colony with ‘“half-edu-
cated Indian lads”, who would compete with the general body of the
Europeans in the Colony. The petitioning Association have never
raised any such contention. The severity of the education test will not
be questioned. It is the class and colour distinction in the laws even
with regard to educated Indians that is respectfully resented. Natal
admits very few Indians per year under the education test.

39. What the petitioning Association desire is that educated
Indians of high culture, professional men, men with University
degrees, should be able to enter the Colony as of right. Such men are
naturally required for the wants of the resident community.

40. Further, it has been suggested that relief for educated Indians
is obtainable under Section 16 of the new Act, as it is under the old
Act. But such is not the case. That section contemplates only a tempor-
ary permit and does not enable the holder to follow any independent
calling. That section, the petitioning Association understand, is intended
to provide for the temporary sojourn in the Colony of Asiatics, whether
they are educated or not, and contemplated the giving of facility to
merchants to import, under temporary permits, clerks and other employees
for their wants.

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 396-7.
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41. The relief sought by the petitioning Association is different in
kind. Educated Indians who can pass a test, no matter how severe, should

come under the general immigration law, and should not be subjected
to registration, etc.

42. If the educated Indians who are already in the Colony have
submitted to registration, they have done so only to set an example and
assist the Government, and to free those few who may be allowed to enter
the Colony from galling and needless restrictions on their personal free-
dom.

43. It may be remarked that the immigration of Asiatics was free
before the war. After the conclusion of peace, it was generally controll-
ed under the Peace Preservation Ordinance. The Asiatic Act of 1907
did not regulate immigration of Asiatics but it provided for the registration
of Asiatics already domiciled in the Colony. It was still open to Asiatics
to receive permits the same as Europeans under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, and, as a matter of fact, several did receive such permits.
Then followed the Immigrants’ Restriction Act!, which replaced the
Peace Preservation Ordinance, and laid down a general education test
for newcomers. Thus, but for the Asiatic Act, there never has been a
legal interruption of the entry of educated Asiatics into the Colony. It
is, therefore, not true, as has been locally stated, that British Indians
are raising any new contention. The question was first raised by the
Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary when, in his repealing Bill, hereinbefore
referred to, he wished so to amend the Immigrants’ Restriction Act as
to prohibit the immigration of all educated Asiatics.

Passtve RESISTANCE

44. The petitioning Association feel aggrieved that His Majesty’s
Government were pleased not to listen to the prayer of the Association
and the Deputation that was sent to London in 1906? and that Act 2
of 1907 was sanctioned.

45. The petitioning Association draw the attention of His Majesty’s
Government to the fact that the Deputation placed before them the
fourth Resolution of the Mass Meeting of British Indians held at the
Empire Theatre in the September of 1906 The resolution runs as
follows :

In the event of the Legislative Council, the local Government, and the Imperial

authorities rejecting the humble prayer of the British Indian community of the

Transvaal in connection with the Draft Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance,

this Mass Meeting of British Indians here assembled solemnly and regretfully

1 For text of the Act, vide Vol. VII, Appendix III.
2 Vide Vol. VI, pp. 113-26.
3 Vide Vol. V, p. 423.
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resolves that, rather than submit to the galling, tyrannous, and un-British

requirements laid down in the above Draft Ordinance, every British Indian

in the Transvaal shall submit himself to imprisonment and shall continue so
to do until it shall please His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor to grant
relief.

46. The Resolution evidently carried very little weight with His
Majesty’s Government. But what has happened since has demonstrated
the earnestness of the meeting.

47. The following passage occurs in a general petition! presented
to the local Government in 1907:

Nothing short of total repeal of the Act can meet the difficult situation that has
arisen. In our humble opinion, the Act is degrading to our self-respect, offensive
to our religions, and in its incidence it is such as can be thought of only in
connection with dangerous criminals. Moreover, the solemn declaration made
by us renders it imperative for us, as honest citizens of the Empire and God-
fearing men, not to submit to the provisions of the Act, irrespective of any
consequences which we may have to suffer, and which we understand to be
imprisonment, banishment, and/or loss or confiscation of our property.

48. In order to secure the object, over 350 Indians have suffered
imprisonment. Several have allowed their goods to be sold. Some
have accepted dismissal from Government or private employ, rather
than stifle the voice of conscience. And almost all have suffered much
pecuniary loss, some having been actually reduced to poverty.

49. The petitioning Association have chosen this method of draw-
ing attention to the grievous wrong suffered by them as being the method
most consistent with their status as British subjects, and with their self-
respect as men.

50. The movement has been described as passive resistance for
want of a better term. But it amounts to respectful protest against
legislation which British Indians resent, and in framing which they had
no voice.

51. It is respectfully submitted that there can be no notion of
resistance, as the word is ordinarily understood, in a body of men
undergoing personal suffering.

52. The petitioning Association have learnt from experience that,
within the British Empire, at any rate, subjects of the King-Emperor
get real redress of grievances only when they show that they are ready
and willing to suffer for the sake of obtaining relief.

53. British Indians have been taught from their childhood that,
in the eye of the law, under the British Constitution, all subjects are
equal. When, however, they dare to claim such equality in the Colony,
they are jeered at or considered impudent.

1 Vide Vol. VII, p. 235.
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54. British Indians have no franchise and, in the present state of
public feeling, they desire none. The only remedy left to them, there-
fore, is to petition the rulers and, as a measure of their earnestness, be
prepared to suffer for their opinions.

55. So far as the petitioning Association have been able to
ascertain the Indian feeling, the determination of the great majority
of them is humbly to continue to suffer and refuse to accept the benefits

under the new Act, until elementary justice requested by the Indians
has been granted.

CONCLUSION

56. In conclusion, the petitioning Association respectfully submit
and pray that, if His Majesty’s Government cannot secure justice for
British Indians residing in the Colony by securing repeal of Act 2 of
1907 and by having the status of educated Indians established, in con-
sonance with the principles of the British Constitution, the terms of the
gracious Proclamation of 1858! may be withdrawn, and they may be
told that, for them, the expression “British subject’ is to bear a meaning
different to what it possesses for Europeans. And for this act, etc., etc.

Essop IsmaiL Mia
CHAIRMAN,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
M. K. GanpHI
SECRETARY,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Colonial Office Records: 291/128

8. CABLE TO S. A. B. I. COMMITTEE?

JOHANNESBURG,
September 9, 1908

FIFTEEN DEPORTED BRITISH INDIANS ON RE-ENTERING WERE HEAVILY
SENTENCED. = DAWAD,  RUSTOMJEE, ANGLIA, RANDERIA, THREE
MONTHS HARD LABOUR, ALTERNATIVELY /£50. OTHERS SIX WEEKS
HARD LABOUR OR £25. ALL CLAIM RIGHT TO ENTER TRANSVAAL
AS EITHER PRE-WAR RESIDENTS OR EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.
PRISONERS INCLUDE THREE SERGEANTS RECENT ZULU CAMPAIGN,
SEVEN  MAHOMEDANS, TWO  PARSEES, SIX HINDUS. PROFOUND

I'The original has “1857”.
2 Copies of this cable and another of the same date from the Gujarat Indian

Association, Kimberley, were forwarded by L. W. Ritch to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies on September 10.
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SENSATION. SINCE RENEWAL OF STRUGGLE 175 IMPRISONED ALL
CLASSES FROM ALL PARTS. SUCH EXTREME SUFFERING ALL ON
ACCOUNT OF RETAINING ON THE STATUTE-BOOK A LAW  WHICH
THE GOVERNMENT DECLARED DEAD LETTER AND PROHIBITION
AGAINST RE-ENTRY OF FEW HIGHLY EDUCATED INDIANS TOTALLY
NEEDLESS AND UN-BRITISH. HOPE THAT LORD AMPTHILL AND
OTHERS WILL DO UTMOST TO SECURE RELIEF. INDIANS SHOULD
NOT BE ALLOWED TO DESPAIR OF SIMPLE JUSTICE.

[M. K. GanpHI]
Colonial Office Records: 291/132

9. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR”

[JOHANNESBURG, |
September 9, 1908

The sentence of three months’ hard labour passed by the Volksrust Magistrate
yesterday on the Indians who were deported and who re-entered the Colony has,
according to the Indian method of reasoning, considerably helped their cause, and
it is apparent that they hope that such incidents in the campaign will force the Imperial
Government to intervene on their behalf. There was quite a feeling of optimism per-
vading Mr. Gandhi’s office today when a reporter of The Star called on him. The
leader of the passive resistance movement said:

While it is true that we Indians have got what we asked for, it does
not reflect any credit on the Government, which makes it almost im-
perative on the courts to impose such heavy sentences on men who,
after all, are political opponents. I consider this to be a wicked abuse
of power placed in the hands of the Government over an unrepresented
class. I think that these sentences mean the end of the deportation farce,
but if the farce is to be continued, and if I know the temper of my
countrymen correctly, they will certainly continue to re-enter and demand
their rights as British subjects. When I talk of equality of treatment
in the eye of the law the idea is jeered at, but I am in good company,
as Col. Seely himself has advanced the same plea.! To my mind, it is
the only thing that binds the Empire together. Immediately the idea
of legal inequality is introduced, you sap the foundation of the Empire.
By this idea I do not mean that the Colonies should not have the right

1Col. John Edward Bernard Seely, Under Secretary of State for the Colonies,
had spoken in the House of Commons on July 31 to the effect that: (i) if persons
were admitted, they must be given civil rights; (ii) if anyone was admitted under the
British flag, he must be a potential citizen and must, sooner or later, be given equal
rights with all other men; (iii) those we have with us we must treat well, generously
and fairly. Vide India, 7-8-1908.
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to restrict immigration. The late Sir Henry Parke’s remarks cannot
be questioned, but once you admit people into the Colony, they must
enjoy equality of treatment before the law. Otherwise, as Mr. Duncan
has only recently stated, you create a state of slavery, the result being
that the slave-owners, that is the governing class, must in the end be
much worse off than the slaves.! History does not show an instance of
people having become a free nation and yet remaining slave-owners.
If we are not to be treated as slaves, then we want men whose presence
would conduce to our free growth. These men are undoubtedly those
who have culture and education, and it is for an infinitesimal number
of this class that we are pleading for free ingress.

Asked if the principle were conceded, would the Indians be prepared to submit
to a severe education test, Mr. Gandhi said:
If the test in the present Immigrants’ Restriction Law does not admit
of a proper stiff test being laid down, which I deny, it can be amended,
even as it has been in Australia. Under the Immigrants’ Restriction
Act there will then be legal equality, but in administering that Act it
will be open to the officials to alter the severity of the test as circumstances
may require. For instance, in Natal today Europeans are almost passed
unchallenged, while Indians are subjected to a rigorous test. That
administrative difference must continue so long as the prejudice continues.

On it being pointed out that Mr. Gandhi’s statement did not advance the
situation, he replied that he took his stand on Lord Milner’s Kimberley speech?,
Let there be no more pinpricks for the Uitlander,
and, added Mr. Gandhi:
We are now the Uitlanders, strangers in our own home.

The Star, 9-9-1908

10. SPEECH AT MASS MEETING?

[ JOHANNESBURG,
September 10, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi in the course of a brief address referred to a telegram from the
Volksrust Indians in support of the meeting. The information in this telegram was

1 Patrick Duncan, speaking at the Rosebank Branch of the League of Women,
said: “It was a very difficult matter in a country where there was supposed to be
political freedom to have the largest section of the population entirely deprived of
political rights—it was practically a condition of slavery. . . . It was bad for the
superior race just as much as for the inferior.”

2 Vide Vol. IV, p. 381.

3 The meeting attended by several hundred Indians was held under the auspices
of the British Indian Association to express sympathy with the Indian satyagrahis.
Essop Ismail Mia presided.
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that their leaders were breaking stones in the public streets and refusing to eat the raw
meat supplied to them as prison food. He (Mr. Gandhi) considered that what seemed
degrading work was really an honour. (Applause.) The reason for their suffering
made him proud of his countrymen. It was a disgrace, however, that their Govern-
ment should act thus—it reflected no credit on the local or the British or the Indian
Government which found no power to protect the people that had left its borders.
Further, a telegram from Boksburg announced that a pedlar had been sentenced to
six weeks’ hard labour for trading without a licence. Six weeks would be the minimum
sentence in future. Mr. Sorabjee had said that he was willing to suffer twelve months’
hard labour, but it depended on the firm attitude of those who remained outside how
long the time would be for those inside. (Applause.)

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

11. RESOLUTIONS AT MASS MEETING!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
September 10, 1908]

[ResoLuTION I11:]2 This Meeting of British Indians places on record
its deep sense of the valuable services rendered by Mr. Essop Mia,
who has held the position of Chairman of the British Indian Associa-
tion at a time of the greatest crisis among British Indians residing in
this Colony, and who has now resigned his position by reason of his
projected pilgrimage to the Holy City of Mecca; and prays to the Al-
mighty that the proposed pilgrimage may be successfully accomplished,
and that he may return to work among and for his countrymen, as
early as possible.

[ResoLuTION 1v:]3 This Meeting endorses the action of the Com-
mittee of the Association in appointing Mr. Ahmed Mahomed Cachalia
to be President of the British Indian Association; and congratulates
Mr. Cachalia on the unique honour conferred upon him and the con-
fidence reposed in his ability to steer the community through the storm
which is raging around it.

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

1. Of the five resolutions moved at the Mass Meeting of September 10, resolutions
3 and 4 were seconded by Gandhiji, and were presumably drafted by him. For the
first, second and fifth resolutions, vide Appendix V.

2 This was proposed by M.P. Fancy, seconded by G.P. Vyas, and supported
by Amod Moosajee, A.E. Aswat and Gandhiji.

3 This was proposed by Ebrahim Coovadia, seconded by Imam Abdul Kadir
Bawazeer, and supported by N.V. Shah and Gandhiji.



12. TRIAL OF RANDAREE!

[ JOHANNESBURG,
Before September 12, 1908]

In B Court today before Mr. H.H. Jordan, an Indian named Randaree was
charged with remaining in the Colony after the expiry of his temporary permit to stay,
and after being warned to leave by the authorities.

He pleaded not guilty, and was defended by Mr. Gandhi.

Superintendent J.G. Vernon said that on August 15 he called upon the accused
to produce his authority for remaining in the Transvaal after being warned by the
Registrar of Asiatics to quit. He replied that he had no authority, but had made a
further application to remain. On instructions, witness arrested accused.

James Cody, in the office of the Registrar of Asiatics, Pretoria, said a temporary
permit to reside in the Transvaal was granted by the Registrar of Asiatics on the 10th
March last for three months. Accused applied for an extension on the 9th of June,
and this was refused on the 24th July by letter.

THE MAGISTRATE: You allowed him to stay until then?

wiTNEss: He gave certain reasons for wishing to stay. We investigated these
reasons, and decided that the permit should be refused.

MR. GANDHI: Are you aware that the accused’s father is in
Johannesburg ?

WITNESs: I cannot say for certain.

Randaree went into the box.

[canpHI:] I understand that you intended to leave after the
expiry of your permit and re-enter the Transvaal under the Immi-
gration Restriction Act?

[accuseED:] Yes, but fortunately I happened to be arrested here.

The accused asked leave to make a short statement, but the Magistrate pointed
out that he had a very able solicitor defending him.

[canpH:] It does not matter.

And the accused went back to the prisoner’s box.

The Prosecutor said the position with regard to the accused was as if the Court
had ordered him to leave the Colony within seven days and he had refused to do so.

The Magistrate sentenced the accused to one month’s hard labour.

Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 This is based on a report in Indian Opinion reproduced from The Star.
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13. NATAL MEETINGS

Mass meetings are being held in Natal. Also, resolutions are passed
at these meetings. Petitions will be sent to the Government. This is
all very well. It was necessary to adopt these measures. But Natal
Indians must realize that petitions are useless unless backed by sanc-
tion. This is what one learns from experience everywhere.

And satyagraha is our sanction. For Natal, satyagraha means that
every Indian should make up his mind to carry on trade without a
licence. We know of course that the new Bills! will not go through.
But it is necessary to have the old law?>—the Act of 1897—repealed.
If it is true that the Indian community has grown in strength, it must
petition the Government to the following effect: ‘“We propose to carry
on trade without licences as long as the Act of 1897 does not provide
for appeal [to the Supreme Court], as long as old licences are not
protected and as long as the £3 poll-tax® on indentured labourers is not
repealed.”

This will serve two interests: one’s own as well as those of others.
One’s own because there will be an end to the harassment over licences.
Others’ interests in that the poll-tax on the long-suffering indentured
labourers will disappear, and they will be sincerely grateful. A pledge
by the Indian community that it will not sit back until the hardships
of the indentured labourers are ended, that it will suffer with them, will
have a profound import. If the Indian community takes this pledge
sincerely, it is as good as a kingdom won. It will mean swarajya.

Everyone will see that there is no alternative. But it may be
asked whether concerted action will ever be possible, whether we can
ever hope to win. It will be folly to ask this question. In any
great venture, the number of those that take the lead is invariably
small. At first the Prophet strove aided only by a handful; Jesus had
a very small band of followers to begin with. Hampden* was alone
in refusing to pay the ship-money. It did not even occur to him to con-
sider whether or not others would follow him. The late Mr. Bradlaugh®
awed an entire House of Commons into submission. The Grand Old
Man of India—Dadabhai—was a lone figure fifty years ago. During
the early years, he fought on with inexhaustible energy. Very few

1 The Natal Licensing Bills; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 236-8.

2 Dealers’ Licenses Act, vide Vol. I, pp. 343-5.

3 This was imposed on indentured Indians when they became free men.

4 Gandhiji has often referred to Hampden as a model civil resister; vide Vol.
V, p. 476.

5 Vide Vol. VIII, p. 88, footnote 1.
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joined him in showing up the defects of British rule in India. Today
the people of India enjoy the fruit of his labours. Now others want to
go even farther than he did.!

Natal Indians should call these examples to mind, and not cling
meekly to the illusion that something can be achieved only if all of them
act in unison. Rather, all traders and hawkers who can act with
courage should take the pledge.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

14. SMILES OR TEARS?

Mr. Dawad Mahomed, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Anglia—
these three are serving a sentence of three months’ hard labour for the
sake of their motherland. There are also other Indians with them—
all of them educated persons. What does this signify? If this had come
to pass before January last, it would have raised a storm of indignation
in the Indian community. It could just not have happened then. Times
have changed since, and the thing has happened. Even so, the inci-
dent causes a painful wound.

It will make every Indian weep to think of the wives, children and
relatives of these brave ones, or of their sufferings. It will make every
Indian miserable. We send our sympathies to their families.

However, these fifteen heroes have gone to gaol for the country,
for the sake of its honour. They went to gaol with a smile. This should
make every Indian’s face shine with joy. These men, their families as well
as the Indian people, deserve congratulations on this heroism of theirs.

Let us not assume that the matter will end with tears and laughter.
The duty of Indians who remain outside is becoming more difficult.
It lies in our hands to bring about their early release. If people refuse
to take out a licence, or to give a thumb-impression or any other mark
of identification, if everyone remains courageous, they will be released
very shortly, and no wonder. If that is not done, the Indian people
will stand discredited. They will lose face. We hope that they will
follow the example of these brave heroes and prepare for a determined
effort.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 The reference appears to be to Tilak; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 418-9.



15. SALUTE THE COURT

Sir Henry Bale has made some sharp remarks on saluting. He got
the impression that a certain Indian who entered his court did not
salute him as he came in. He therefore remarked that Indians, who were
known to be a civilized people, should respect the dignity of the court.
He added that Indians should show respect to the court by taking off
their turbans or their shoes or by salaaming on entering the court-room.
Those who failed to do any of these three things would invite punish-
ment. Sir Henry addressed these remarks to all the Indians present
and had them translated for their benefit. Every Indian must heed
this warning. It will be a good practice anywhere to salute the court
on entering it. Many Indians fail to do this through sheer carelessness.
It is our duty to observe correct etiquette.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

16. OUR HABIT OF SPEAKING UNTRUTH!

Sir Henry Bale’s remarks in the Indian murder case deserve not
to be brushed aside lightly. He observed that some Indians make
many false statements in support of their plea.? This sometimes spoils
a good case. Thisis often true. It will not be right for one to defend
Indians by asking whether whites do not act similarly in support of
their case. Of course, they do make false statements. But that is no
reason why we should follow suit. Instead of worrying about winning
or losing the case, we should resolve that we would speak nothing
but the truth. The best way is not to have to knock at the doors of
lawyers or courts. Why can we not ensure that civil or criminal cases
involving Indians are not taken to court? All this should be possible
through the satyagraha that we have adopted.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908

1 Vide also Vol. IV, pp. 392-4.
2 On the subject of tendering false evidence by Indians, vide Vol. VII, p. 11.



17. PETITION TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COLONIES!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 14, 1908

[THE RicHT HON’BLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
LonpoN]

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED, REPRESENTING THE PATHANS
AND THE PUNJABIS RESIDENT IN THE TRANSVAAL

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT

1. The Petitioners respectfully approach His Majesty’s Govern-
ment with reference to the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, and the reply
given to the Petitioners on the 26th day of March, 1908 in connection
with their humble representation, as follows:

I have the honour, by direction, to inform you that the Petition enclosed
in your letter of the 13th January respecting the position of yourself and others
under the Asiatic Registration Act has been received by the Secretary of State
for the Colonies. Lord Elgin has requested His Excellency Lord Selborne to
inform you that he has perused the Petition with attention but that, especially
in view of the recent settlement of the difficulties in connection with registration
under the Act, it does not now appear to him to be necessary to take any action
with regard to it.

2. In the Petition, to which the above reply was sent, the
Petitioners [had] prayed as follows:

His Majesty’s Indian soldiers cannot, consistent with the dignity of a soldier,
degrade themselves by being compelled to register in such a manner, and, should
His Majesty’s Government be unable to obtain just treatment for the King-
Emperor’s Indian soldiers in the Transvaal, then they ask as men and British
Indian soldiers, who are proud to have risked their lives in the cause of the Empire
and have braved the privations of war, to be spared the degradation of imprison-
ment or deportation, and further wish that the King-Emperor will command
that they be shot by Generals Botha and Smuts on one of the battle-fields of
South Africa, where they have been under fire whilst serving their King-Emperor
and the British Empire.

3. As recent events have shown, the settlement to which the reply
has reference has fallen through, and the whole of the Indian commu-
nity is now making representations to His Majesty’s Government for
repeal of the Act, which repeal all Indians were given to understand
was part of the compromise.

1 This was published under the caption ‘“The Soldiers’ Petition” and was pre-
sumably drafted by Gandhiji. Vide also Vol. VII, pp. 385-6.
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4. It was because the whole of the Indian community represented
by your Petitioners distrusted the compromise, and felt greatly agi-
tated as to the uncertainty as to the repeal, and because the principle
of registration by finger-prints was accepted by the leaders of the Indian
community, that some of the members of the section represented by your
Petitioners showed their resentment of the action by resorting to physical
violence. ~ Whilst such method of showing resentment cannot be
approved by your Petitioners, the suspicion entertained by them was
evidently well grounded.

5. The position of your Petitioners is briefly as follows:

(a)  Your Petitioners consider the whole spirit of the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act No. 2 of 1907 to be degrading to anybody
coming under it, much more so for soldiers who have been
privileged to wear His Majesty’s uniform, and who have bled
for their Sovereign.

(b) Your Petitioners are bound by a solemn oath:

(i) not to accept the above-mentioned Act, and to secure
its repeal;

(i) never to give their digit-impressions in connection
with their identification, irrespective of what other
members of the Indian community may choose to do.

6. Your Petitioners, in obedience to the advice given by the
then Commissioner of Police and other high officials, and on being told
that the Act was to be repealed, underwent voluntary registration merely
for the sake of peace. Further than this your Petitioners are unable to
go. They consider that, by showing an unmanly attitude and by
accepting degradation in order that they might be able to live in the
Colony, they would be extremely unsoldier-like.

7. Your Petitioners venture to submit that their uniform and
their discharges should be a sufficient passport in any part of the
British Empire, and should constitute their complete identification.

8. Your Petitioners do not understand legal subtleties and legal
quibbles. They have not studied the Asiatic Act. They are helpless,
except when they are called upon to fight for their Sovereign. They
do not understand English, but what little they have been able to
gather about the Asiatic Act is sufficient to make them condemn the
measure.

9. Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that, in consonance
with the assurance given, the Asiatic Act be repealed, and that they be
not called upon to submit to any degradation in the way of registra-
tion or otherwise. But, should His Majesty’s Government be unable
to secure such relief, they would repeat their prayer that they be shot
by Generals Botha and Smuts on one of the battle-fields of South
Africa, where they have been under fire, whilst serving their King-
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Emperor and the British Empire. And your Petitioners will ever pray,
etc., etc.

Jamapar Nawas KHAN
Nakas GooL
MAHOMED SHAH

Mir Arram KHAN
Noorp ALl

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

18. TRIAL OF V. M. BAGAS AND OTHERS

[PRETORIA,
September 15, 1908]

Messrs Vally Mahomed Bagas, Ismail Juma, L. Vallabhdas, and Ismail Essopjee
Adia appeared before Major Dixon at Pretoria, on the 15th instant, charged with a
contravention of the Borough bye-laws in that they traded without a grocer’s licence.
Mr. Weavind prosecuted on behalf of the Municipality of Pretoria, and Messrs Gandhi
and Lichtenstein defended.

Mr. Ismail Juma’s case was first called. Mr. Gandhi took exception to the
summons before pleading, that it disclosed no offence under Ordinance 58 of 1903,
and that the Ordinance did not provide for the framing of a bye-law in regard to a
general grocer’s licence. The Magistrate overruled the objection. The plea was
“not guilty”. Mr. Thomas, the Licensing Officer, gave formal evidence as to the
accused having carried on the business of a grocer. Mr. Gandhi did not call any evidence
on behalf of the defence, stating that he rested his case on the legal objection raised.
The accused was found guilty and fined 5s or three days’ imprisonment with hard
labour. Mr. Ismail Juma elected to go to gaol.

Mr. Vally Mahomed Bagas, who is Chairman of the Pretoria branch of the
British Indian Association, was next tried. Mr. Bagas pleaded ‘“‘not guilty”. After
evidence was given by Mr. Thomas, the Licensing Officer, Mr. Bagas gave evidence
to the effect that he held a general dealer’s licence for the whole year and that he had
even tendered the fee for a grocer’s licence, but it had been refused, as he had declined
to give his thumb-impression. The Magistrate awarded the same penalty. There
were two charges against Mr. Bagas in respect of two stores, the penalty in each case
being the same. He, too, cheerfully went to gaol.

Messrs Ismail Adia and L. Vallabhdas were also similarly tried, punished, and
went to gaol.

A Chinese trader was called, but he did not appear, and, as he was bailed out,
his bail was estreated to the extent of £1.

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908



19. JOHANNESBURG LETTER!

Essop Mia

Mr. Essop Mia has resigned, and a vote of thanks for his services
was passed at the mass meeting.2 The appreciation of his services will
grow with time. He assumed the captainship of the Indians’ ship at
a critical juncture. It was to help in the implementation of the gaol
resolution® that he accepted the chairmanship. No one then was in a
position to say what the Indian community would do. Much appe-
ared then to depend on the Chairman’s courage. Mr. Essop Mia
evinced the requisite courage for conducting the affairs. He curtailed
his business last year in order to join battle against the Government.
This year he suffered an assault.# He kept himself ever in readiness
for gaol. He took to hawking, with two baskets hanging from his
shoulders like a gold neck-wear or a garland of flowers. It is difficult
adequately to realize how his action aroused the community’s enthu-
siasm. Through his courage, Mr. Essop Mia has enabled the commu-
nity to arrive at a stage where the fulfilment of its pledge has become
certain. What now remains to be done is very important—something
that the Indian community cannot afford to ignore and which calls
for massive resistance.

But one cannot blame Mr. Essop Mia for leaving the ship at this
critical moment. Thrice he put off his plans for a pilgrimage in order
to attend to three great tasks—the mosque, the madrasah and the cam-
paign against the Government. He has now the right to leave. If
other Indian chairmen can do as much as Mr. Essop Mia, the com-
munity’s success is assured.

AuMED MaHOMED CACHALIA

Everyone hopes that Mr. Cachalia will prove Mr. Essop Mia’s
equal. He was not at all disposed to accept the chairmanship. The
office has been thrust upon him, so to say. To me at least it appeared
that everyone was agreed that no one but Mr. Cachalia should succeed
Mr. Essop Mia.

Mr. Cachalia had been to gaol. I still seem to hear his words of
July 31, 1907: “I will go to gaol,”” he had said, “Should they cut my throat
for it, I will still not submit to the obnoxious law.”” He has been as good

I This despatch was begun on September 14 and completed on September 16.
2 Vide “‘Resolutions at Mass Meeting”, p. 32.

3 Of September 1906; vide Vol. V, p. 423.

4 On May 17; vide Vol. VIII, pp. 250, 256, 269 and 314.
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as his word. He has already been to gaol. He has always showed him-
self willing for work. He is extremely popular. He has unhesitatingly
accepted financial ruin for himself. Mr. Cachalia is therefore assum-
ing the chairmanship in propitious circumstances.

But the Indian ship is caught in a storm still at its fiercest. Nearer
the coast, the storm poses a greater danger to the ship than in mid-
ocean. Even if the voyage ahead is only a short one, the task is onerous.
Maybe the sailors are tired. Columbus’s mariners mutinied as he was
about to reach America. But his courage rallied them, and he succeeded
in discovering America. Similar is the case with the Indian ship.
Though we are approaching our destination, the number of reefs
is increasing. It requires a strong captain to steer the ship clear of
these. I believe Mr. Cachalia will prove strong enough.

The chairman ought to be the best member of the community.
For the community will be judged by his worth. Moreover, as chair-
man, he has to lead the satyagraha campaign and he must therefore
remain truthful, repose trust in God and have courage till his dying
moment. He must be prepared to sacrifice money, property and life
in the service of the community and he must be entirely honest, fear-
less, pure, courteous and modest; these are the qualities which the
chairman of the Indian community must have. Then alone can satya-
graha blossom forth into perfect beauty and achieve success that will
evoke the admiration of all the world.

I for one pray to Khuda-Ishwar to endow Mr. Cachalia with all
these virtues, and I advise all Indians to offer the same prayer.

SaAME OLp NEws

There has been news which I could not report earlier owing to
heavy pressure of work. I mention here whatever I have been able to
discover on looking into my papers.

Mr. Ismail Moosa Gin and Mr. Essop Amod of Kanam were fined
in Heidelberg; if the fines were not paid, their goods were to be auc-
tioned. Mr. Gin has paid the fine, Mr. Essop Amod has not. He has
informed the Government that it may sell his goods if it so desires. His
goods have not, however, been auctioned yet.

In Vereeniging, Mr. Ibrahim Ismail’s goods as also those of
Mr. Patel have been auctioned. Here again, a large quantity of goods
was auctioned. Such is the confusion that prevails. At one place
no one bothers much,! and at another goods are auctioned. It all
sounds like the story of the crazy king and the city which he ruled so
capriciously.?

1 About implementing court orders
2 The story goes that in the city of lawlessness, under an unwise king, every-
thing had the same price, there being no discrimination in values.
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KRruGERsSDORP INDIANS

The Krugersdorp affair! is over. The trial took place on Friday.
After the cases of Mr. Kazi and Mr. Pandor, the Public Prosecutor
did not have the courage to proceed with the rest and therefore with-
drew them. The cases of Mr. Kazi and Mr. Pandor took two hours.
After hearing their depositions, the Magistrate remarked that the
charge was without substance and accordingly found them “not guilty’.
Mr. Kazi deposed in English. The cases over, a meeting was held at
Mr. Chhotabhai’s, where Mr. Gandhi explained? the position regarding
the campaign. An understanding has now been reached among all
Indians. Mr. Dadlani entertained Mr. Gandhi at a luncheon. Twenty-
five Indians were invited on the occasion.

KonkaN aAND Kanam

On Thursday, as the mass meeting was drawing to a close, it was
learnt that a skirmish was in progress outside, at which Mr. Polak
rushed to the spot. Mr. Abdool Gani also left with him. They saw a
fight going on with much cudgel-play and pelting of stones. Thanks
to intervention by Mr. Polak, Mr. Gani and others, there were fewer
injuries. Mr. Polak was about to be beaten up in the confusion that
ensued. But two Parsee gentlemen, Mr. Sorabji and Mr. Nogama,
interposed themselves so that they took the blows. Sorabji narrowly
escaped being hurt in the eye, but was severely injured on the forehead.
Two Konkanis were also seriously injured and two Kanamias sus-
tained injuries. Mr. Polak received a slight injury on the wrist. It was
a mere altercation among youth over a trifling matter which led to
all this.

REcoNcILIATION

A meeting of the leaders of the two communities was held at Hajee
Habib’s on Sunday with a view to reconciliation. Mr. Gandhi was
asked to take the chair. Mr. Hajee Habib, the Moulvi Saheb,
Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Abdool Gani, Mr. Bhaijee, Mr. Shahabuddin and
others spoke on the occasion and the leaders of both the communities
signed the following agreement.

DocuMmENT?

We, the leaders of the Konkani and Kanamia communities, express
our regret in writing, with God as witness, at the quarrel that took
place among some young men of the two communities, and tender

1 Vide *Johannesburg Letter”, pp. 14 and 17.

2 No report of this speech is available.

3 This document was signed by 12 persons and witnessed by eight others including
Gandhiji.
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our apologies to, and seek to be forgiven by, one another. We bind

ourselves to restrain the young men of our respective communities

and hold ourselves responsible for them. We suggest that the
young men report the matter to us if any of them is insulted rather
than fight among themselves.

I attach great importance to this document. Since the leaders
know their responsibilities, some good is bound to accrue to someone
in the end. It behoves the young men to see that they do not bicker
among themselves and thus honour their leaders’ pledge. If the
Pathans, Konkanis and Kanamias think themselves to be brave soldiers,
their duty is to defend the Indian community and use their strength for
that purpose. The leaders must remember that this document was signed
with God as witness, so that they bear a heavy responsibility. The young
must always remember not to enter into quarrels. I hope that when a
Kanamia and a Konkani meet next, each will want to be the first to
salute the other. When the meeting was over, Mr. Hajee Habib treated
all of them to tea and biscuits and Mr. Osman Ahmed sang a few
songs about the reconciliation.

Mass MEETING

A detailed report of the mass meeting is available elsewhere, but
I shall only report the Abdool Gani episode! here. It has been proved
that he did give the thumb-impression. He manifested his repentance
by apologizing at the meeting. He said that he had not at all wanted
to give his thumb-impression, but being in a hurry to get away, he had
given it out of sheer nervousness. He promised not to repeat his mis-
take and to remain firm in his resistance while urging others to do
likewise. In view of Mr. Abdool Gani’s action, no one will now have
anything more to say about the matter. I hope he will now take a lead-
ing part in carrying the campaign forward and thus serve the community.

Arr Essop

[He] was tried today. He was charged with being found with-
out a register. Mr. Polak appeared in this case. Mr. Essop has re-
ceived notice to leave the country within seven days.

MuvrjiBEAT PATEL

As Mr. Patel was to be released on Friday, a number of men had
gone to the gaol to receive him. But it soon became known that
Mr. Patel was to be deported. He was taken from Jeppe station,
and brought to Charlestown on Saturday. Many Indians were present
at Germiston to see him. Mr. Patel is doing well and is full of

1 Vide *Johannesburg Letter”, p. 17.
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courage. He will re-enter shortly. He is prepared for further privations
that may be in store for him. The police treated him well.

SORABJI SHAPURJI

Acting with great courage, Mr. Sorabji Shapurji left Johannesburg
today by the morning train for Volksrust to undergo the sentence of
imprisonment. Even at the mass meeting he had declared that he was
prepared for imprisonment, however long it might be. His only regret
was that the Association had not permitted him to court arrest earlier
than the Natal businessmen, though he should have been allowed
to do this as of right. Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Aswat, Mr. Vyas, Mr. Polak,
Mr. Jivanji, Mr. Naidoo, Mr. Gandhi and others were present to see
him off.

Mr. Ebrahim Osman arrived here on Saturday. Mr. Cachalia and
others went to receive him. He will be Mr. Cachalia’s guest.

NATAL BUSINESSMEN AS PRISONERS

Mr. Dawad Mahomed and the other leaders in gaol have surpassed
all expectations. The Government wants to test them to the utmost.
They are made to do hard work. They are brought out on the roads
and made to break stones; they do this with zest. They say in a
message that, until a settlement is reached, they will remain in gaol
and put up with any suffering. I am not at all sorry that they have
been given hard work to do. Itis only when we suffer that we develop
real worth. Itis a soldier’s duty to accept hardships. In any case that
is the only lesson the soldier of satyagraha has to learn. He must con-
stantly remind himself of it. If one is sincerely devoted to one’s cause,
one can enjoy even stone-breaking.

RustoMjEE’s LETTER

After he was sentenced, Mr. Rustomjee sent the following letter :

Four of us have been sentenced today to three months. We
are glad of this. Please ask everyone to have courage. Let no one
have fear. Please declare in the open meeting that, if our bre-
thren want to show their appreciation of our sense of duty, they
should endeavour to raise a large fund.

How 10 EnsurRE EarRLY RELEASE OF [NATAL] BUSINESSMEN

This question is on everyone’s mind. The answer is easy.
(1) No one should utilize the licence [that he may already possess]
to carry on trade.
(2) No one should take out a licence.
(3) Everyone should go to gaol when an opportunity presents itself.
(4) Those Natal Indians who, according to our belief, have the right
[to settle in the Colony] should cross over.
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(5) Incoming Indians should in no case give their thumb-impressions.
(6) One should disregard the auctioning of one’s goods.

QUESTION OF PRESTIGE

I have noticed that some of those who enter the Transvaal to join
the campaign are sensitive about how they are received. This is not the
time to think much of one’s status. Every Indian should put away his
self-importance and come in as a servant of India. There is no time
to arrange elaborate receptions. Those who are busy [with the cause]
have no time to spare. When Sorabji [re-]entered the Colony, he certain-
ly deserved to be shown every regard. But no one had the time for all
that. Gaol-going has now become commonplace among us. If we
are all servants [in the same cause], who is to honour whom? Such
is our predicament today and well may it remain so for ever.

The homage we do to sincere and good men is in fact somewhat
humiliating to the community as a whole—it only goes to show that
there are so few of them that we shower honours on the ones that
we have. Always a higher price is charged for a scarce commodity.
If a time should come when the entire community is composed of good
men, it would certainly be respected by the world at large, though it
might not fete any of them in public. The British go crazy over a
person who is strong. This may mean either of two things: they
are either losing their true strength, or they admire sheer physical
strength.

Duty, then, requires every Indian to be a good, truthful, patient and
patriotic servant of his motherland. If this happens, there will be no
cause for anyone to take offence. It will not even occur to anyone
that he has not been treated with respect. One’s worth consists entirely
in one’s spending one’s days in doing good, content with whatever one

may get at any given moment and whatever it pleases the Creator to
bestow on one.

Tuesday [September 15, 1908]
MISUNDERSTANDING

Mr. Mahomed Khan’s leaving Mr. Gandhi’s office has been con-
strued by some to mean that he has grown tired of honorary public
work. This is not true. Mr. Mahomed Khan did offer his services free,
and he need not have. An opportunity for earning a decent livelihood
came his way, and he left on Mr. Gandhi’s advice.! Mr. Dorasamy’s
offer of free work was accepted, for in any case he was not doing any-
thing else. It is of course necessary for Indians to have an honest means
of livelihood and make some money. Not everyone can give up his job

1 Vide ““Johannesburg Letter”, p. 17.
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and become a volunteer. Mr. Dorasamy has other sources from which
to meet his daily needs, and that is how he is in a position to help the
Association.

CoMMITTEE MEETING

A meeting of the Committee of the British Indian Association
was held on Wednesday the 9th, when, in the absence of Mr. Essop
Mia, Mr. Ibrahim Coovadia took the chair. Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir,
Mr. Fancy, Mr. Karodia, Mr. Omarji, Mr. Latchhiram, Mr. V. G. Maharaj
and others were present. Since Mr. Gandhi has all but closed down his
office and Mr. Polak is engaged wholly in public work, it has been
resolved that the Association should bear his [Polak’s] expenses and pay
the rent for the office from August onwards.! This will, for the time
being, involve a further expenditure of £35 monthly which is exclusive
of the expenditure on the typist, etc. Mr. Gandhi’s own expenses are
paid by Mr. Kallenbach. Mr. Gandhi also stays with him.

AuMED Essor Dawap

Mr. Ahmed Essop Dawad was charged some months ago with
hawking without a licence. He had left the Court [for a while] when
his name was called out, with the result that the Magistrate cancelled
his bail. Mr. Ahmed turned up later. But the Magistrate did not
revise his order about the bail since he had no authority to do so.
A petition was therefore submitted to the Attorney-General. It was
ordered that the bail money be returned, and the case proceeded with.
It was heard on Saturday (the 12th). But Mr. Cross dismissed the case
on the ground that Mr. Ahmed had been hawking without having taken
out a licence, whereas the charge against him was that he had failed
to produce his licence on demand. The charge could not therefore be
sustained. There is nothing remarkable about this case. The only
fact to be noted is that Mr. Ahmed Dawad was anxious to be im-
prisoned. He tried, as we have shown above, to go to gaol, but did
not succeed.

PrETORIA CASES

The municipality has launched prosecutions against Mr. Vally
Mahomed Bagas, Mr. Ismail Adia, Mr. Ismail Juma, Mr. Lalshah
Vallabhdas alias Mangalbhai Patel and a Chinese for trading as grocers
without licences. Their cases? are to be heard today. Mr. Gandhi
has gone to Pretoria in connection with these cases. Many of them
hold a general dealer’s licence valid for the whole year. But the muni-
cipality insists on their taking out the grocer’s licences in addition. Most

1 Discussion on this was postponed at the previous meeting; vide ‘‘Johannesburg
Letter”, p. 16.
2 Vide also the preceding item.
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of them did have these licences for the preceding six-month period,
but they did not renew them as they did not want to give their thumb-
impressions. An objection will be raised in this case to the effect that
the municipality has no right at all to insist on a grocer’s licence; but
it has the right to insist on a licence of a different kind. There is, how-
ever, no provision for this as yet in its bye-laws. If this argument is
correct, the case must fail. Mr. Valli Mahomed has received two sum-
monses as he owns two stores.

Wednesday [September 16, 1908]

The Pretoria Indians’ case was heard in Major Dixon’s Court.
Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Lichtenstein were present [as defence counsel].
The above-mentioned argument was put forward. That set the Magis-
trate thinking, but he eventually ruled that the municipality did have
the right to insist on a grocer’s licence. Mr. Ismail Juma’s case was
then the first to be heard. The objection had softened the Magistrate’s
attitude. Also, the municipal advocate was not very competent. The
Indians were not therefore called in for evidence. As a result, the
Magistrate imposed a fine of 5s, or three days’ hard labour. Mr. Ismail
Juma readily accepted the sentence and went to gaol. Then the Court
took up the two cases against Valli Mahomed. The judgement in these
cases was the same as in the first. Then it was Mr. Adia’s turn, and
he was followed by Mr. Lalshah Vallabhdas alias Mangalbhai Patel.
All of them were awarded the same sentence, and went to gaol smiling.
They were in fact sentenced to only a day’s imprisonment. They went
[to gaol] on Tuesday at 4 p.m., so that that day need not be counted.
They will be in gaol all Wednesday and will be released on Thursday
morning.

Though these persons have welcomed gaol, it is being considered
whether an appeal should not be preferred on the basis of the objection
[raised by the defence counsel]. For something may come out of it. If
it is held that grocer’s licences have to be taken out, people can
avoid taking them out for some time. If that is done, two purposes will
have been served. People will have the advantage of going to gaol,
and at the same time a technical excuse will have been provided by the
law which can be exploited for a time. Mr. Valli Mahomed is the
chairman in Pretoria. Though his term of imprisonment is a negligible
one, a chairman going to gaol is no small matter. I congratulate
Mr. Valli Mahomed and others in Pretoria on this.

The reader must have noted that it is for the second time that
Mr. Ismail Juma has gone to gaol. And it was only recently that
Mr. Adia was fined £1 and his goods were auctioned.

The only regret is that, while these persons went to gaol, there
were other Indians who lost their nerve when the summonses were
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served on them.! They were afraid that their goods might be auctioned
and therefore hastened to take out licences by giving thumb-impressions.
It is said that there were 20 such persons. It is incidents of this kind
that prolong the struggle. If all the Indians were courageous, it would
be possible for us to secure the release of the Natal businessmen within
a few days. When, again, shops were closed in Pretoria [as a mark
of respect] for them, there were a few who did not join. This is tanta-
mount to selfishness and most reprehensible. When persons who are
regarded as the pillars of the Indian community went to gaol, why is
it that some Indians could not close their shops for a day? I must
say that we have a great many things to learn yet.

In Krugersdorp, two Madrasi washermen, Mr. Sangaran and
Mr. Aicut, were arrested for carrying on their occupation without licences.
They were tried, and the Magistrate imposed a fine of £1 each or three
days’ imprisonment. They preferred gaol. No one appeared in their
defence. They went to gaol on their own.

EBranmM OsMAN

[He] has gone to Piet Retief where he owns a store, and expre-
ssed his readiness for arrest.

NATAL PRISONERS’ MESSAGE

Mr. Polak met Mr. Dawad Mahomed and others [in gaol] on
Tuesday. They are all doing well. Since they did not have gaol
uniforms which would fit Mr. Dawad Mahomed and Mr. Rustomjee,
new uniforms are being specially made for them. The rest are
assigned work. All of them are in high spirits and full of courage.
They have expressed the hope that all of us outside would strive hard.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

20. INTERVIEW TO REUTER

JOHANNESBURG,

September 16, 1908

Mr. Gandhi, interviewed by Reuter’s representative today, said that the Indians
were prepared to accept an immigration law which should provide for an education
test in a European language, and they were prepared to leave the severity of the test
to the discretion of General Smuts. But once an Indian entered the Colony, he must

1Tt is not clear from the original against whom these were issued.
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enjoy legal equality. This implies the repeal of 1907 Act. Mr. Gandhi said that the
Indians denied that they were raising any fresh point in connection with education.

India, 25-9-1908

21. LETTER T0 DIRECTOR OF PRISONS!

[ JOHANNESBURG, |
September 17, 1908

THE DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PrRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 667
of the 16th instant. My Association deeply regrets the fact that the point
raised by it is still being missed.

My Association is aware, and admits, that, medically, mealie pap
is a perfectly healthy diet, but the point raised by my Association is that
it is not a diet suited to the habits of even poor-class Indians. Mealie
pap is not the national diet of Indians. I have no doubt you are aware
that, although it is medically suitable, bread is always added to mealie
pap issued to European prisoners. Bread is certainly, from a medical
standpoint, not more necessary for Europeans than for Indians. You
are also aware that mealies are given to the Native prisoners for the
midday meal. They are also, medically, a proper diet, and yet, with
the knowledge that the Committee must have had at its disposal, mealies
were replaced by rice for Indian prisoners in respect of the midday meal.
The reason that actuated the Committee that framed the diet scale in
prescribing rice instead of mealies for the midday meal for Indian
prisoners is also the reason why my Association asks for a substitute
for mealie pap for the morning meal.

If, hitherto, there has been no complaint made against the diet
scale for Indian prisoners, the reason is that there have been very few
Indian prisoners; but, on the present occasion, a complaint is justified,
not only because the Transvaal prisons are crowded with Indians, but
also because these Indians are not, strictly speaking, criminals, and
belong, in the opinion of my Association, to the highest class among
the Indian community in South Africa.

1This and two other letters dated September 18 and 25 addressed to the
Director of Prisons along with two letters to the Colonial Secretary dated September
21 and 28 were published in Indian Opinion under the caption: ‘“‘Should Indians be
Starved into Submission? The Prison Dietary Again®.

94
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If the repeated representations of my Association have remained
unheeded, the only conclusion the Indian community can come to
is that the reasonable request of my Association is refused out of political
considerations, and with a view to starve the Indian community into
submission to an Act which is resented by it.

I venture to hope, therefore, that you will be pleased to remove
any such suspicion by granting the relief requested.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CAcHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

22. LETTER TO “THE STAR™

[ JOHANNESBURG, |
September 17, 1908
TO
Tue Epitor
THE STAR
SIR,

You will perhaps allow me to state that your persistent misrepresenta-
tion of the Indian standpoint appears now to be wilful rather than
unconscious. You state that I am “willing to accept any education test,
however severe, provided it is applied impartially to Europeans and
Asiatics”.  This is the exact reverse of what I have stated all along.
My contention is that there should be a general education test in law,
but that, in practice, it may be administered not impartially but
differentially. The law gives the Minister full discretion, to be used
by him as he chooses. If he does not possess the discretion, Indians

1 This appeared in Indian Opinion, 26-9-1908, under the title “Mr. Gandhi’s Reply”.
The Star had commented editorially as follows: ‘‘...we commend...this morning’s
Times. .. .It finds that the weight of the evidence is on the side of the Colonial Secretary
and that the root of the present trouble lies in the endeavour of Mr. Gandhi...to secure
concessions. .. not contemplated by Mr. Smuts when he entered into the compact of
last January....[Mr. Gandhi] is willing to accept any educational test, however severe,
provided it is applied impartially to Europeans and Asiatics. But he insists that those
admitted under the present or a new Immigration Restriction Act must be treated with
absolute ‘equality’. If we make the educational test very severe, we run the risk of
excluding many Europeans...if we maintain the present standard and repeal the Asiatic
Act of 1907, we throw open the portals to countless Asiatics...There is no room for
compromise, especially [since] Mr. Gandhi scouts all idea of discriminatory legislation.”
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are quite willing that the discretion be given.! This statement I have
made before the public and to your representatives not once but very
often. Nor, as you have stated in a previous leaderette, is there any
question of a subterfuge. Administrative inequality must always exist
so long as people who are not of the same grade live under the same
flag. All I claim is that the law should be no respecter of persons,
especially with regard to educated Indians. You cite the authority of
The Times, but, if you will pardon me saying so, The Times merely
trumpets what has been passed on to it by or on behalf of General
Smuts. The Times is not, at present, in possession of the full facts of
the case.

I emphatically deny that a new question is now being raised by
my countrymen. The following briefly are the facts: Before the war,
the immigration of Indians was free. After the conclusion of peace,
immigration generally was regulated under the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, under which new educated Asiatics were allowed to enter
the country. The Asiatic Act of 1907 simply provided for registration
of those who were entitled to reside in the country, but, according to
the admission made by General Smuts, did not regulate immigration.
The Immigrants’ Restriction Act replaced the Peace Preservation
Ordinance, and laid down a general education test. The Asiatic
[Registration] Act was then dishonestly, without even mentioning it,
brought in to defraud Indians of their just rights, under sub-section
4 of section 2; but, as Indians have never accepted the Asiatic Act and
have always steadily, persistently, and amid untold suffering, demanded
its repeal, how can they be charged with having brought in a new point?

It was General Smuts who, in complete breach of his promise when
the time came for him to repeal the Act, offered repeal on four conditions?,
three of which he has, yielding to the force of passive resistance, and
finding his administration of the law paralyzed, withdrawn. The
fourth® he does not withdraw, and, until that is granted, in the estimation
of British Indians and other Asiatics, he must stand guilty of the charge
of dishonesty.

You and, I am sorry to say, the Progressive leaders, who profess
to have Imperial interests at heart, and who profess to lead the party

1 The Star, replying to this later, wrote: ‘““We emphatically repudiate the charge
that we have wilfully misrepresented either Mr. Gandhi or his compatriots. ...Our
reply to the foregoing is that no regulation or ministerial decree can override the
express terms of an Act of Parliament. Laws are made to be enforced. If the Govern-
ment. .. .failed to enforce the provisions in this case,... it would be lending itself
to a species of dishonesty unworthy of statesmen.” To this Gandhiji sent a rejoinder;
vide ““Letter to The Star”, pp. 54-5.

2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 306-7 & 316-7.

3 About the entry of educated Indians
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of progress, are allied on the side of dishonesty. May I draw a parallel?
With reference to the Vereeniging Treaty, General Botha interpreted
the word ‘“‘native” to include Asiatics. Lord Milner and Sir Richard
Solomon repudiated it, but they accepted the interpretation that General
Botha put upon it, and Asiatics are today debarred from the municipal
franchise because of such interpretation.! General Botha, again, said
that his people were promised immediate self-government by Lord
Kitchener. In order that British honour might remain unstained,
in this instance also his understanding of the promise was accepted
by the Imperial Government. Is British honour or Colonial honour to
be measured differently in connection with the repeal of the Asiatic
Act and British Indians?

I am, etc.,
M. K. GaANDHI
The Star, 17-9-1908
23. INTERVIEW TO “THE STAR”
[ JOHANNESBURG,

September 17, 1908)]

In the course of an interview, Mr. Gandhi told a representative of The Star that
in deporting his son? [the authorities] had been harsh with him. He had been anxious
to see his son the previous day. When he approached the official concerned for
information about him, he told Mr. Gandhi that he had heard nothing till then, and
promised to inform him the following morning as to what the authorities proposed
to do [with his son]. When Mr. Gandhi presented himself at the gaol [the next day],
he was informed that Mr. Harilal had been taken away [under escort] at seven o’clock.

Mr. Gandhi said that, if the Government had wanted him [Harilal Gandhi]
to promise that there would be no demonstration, he would have done so as he had,
indeed, several times in the past. Mr. Gandhi junior was in the train at Jeppe Station,
but the carriage windows were shut. They were also kept shut at Germiston. People
repeatedly remarked on this—which malicious onlookers found greatly interesting.
Mr. Gandhi has telegraphed to his son to re-enter the Colony immediately.? He will
receive the telegram at the border.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

1 Vide Vol. III, pp. 399-400.

2 Harilal Gandhi was deported on September 17.

3 He re-entered the Colony on September 19 and was remanded till September
21, when the case against him was withdrawn.
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[JOHANNESBURG, ]
September 18, 1908

THE DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PrRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram
No. 456 in connection with the diet scale for Indian prisoners. My
Association will be obliged if you will kindly let me have a copy of the
authorized scale for short and long sentence Indian and other prisoners.

Further, I beg to draw your attention to the fact that I was myself
in the Pretoria gaol in connection with the movement, and ghee was
then allowed without any special request of the prisoners. I noticed, too,
that ghee was allowed to Indian prisoners whom we found at the Pretoria
gaol. The Johannesburg prisoners also state that they were allowed
ghee from the very commencement, and that Indian prisoners who were
already at the Johannesburg gaol when prosecutions under the Asiatic
Act commenced were all allowed ghee. One of the prisoners states that
he actually read the printed scale, which mentioned 4 oz. of rice and
1 oz. of ghee in place of crushed mealies and fat. My Association also
states that [the] diet scale that was printed was so rigorously adhered
to by the Gaol authorities at Johannesburg that the Chinese prisoners
were given crushed mealies and fat, because they were not included in
the rice scale that was fixed for Indian prisoners.! My Association will,
therefore, be obliged if you will kindly inquire and authorize the necessary
relief.

I once more draw your attention to the fact that no greater offence
can be offered to a Mahomedan or a vegetarian Hindu than to introduce
animal fat into his food. I beg, further, to add that even the prisoners
who were discharged lately from the Johannesburg gaol informed my
Association that they received 1 oz. of ghee with their ration of rice.

I have, etc.
A. M. CAcHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisu INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

1 Vide Vol. VIII, p. 154.



25. LETTER TO “THE STAR™!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 18, 1908
TO
Tue EbiTor
THE STAR
SIR,

I am delighted that you emphatically repudiate my suggestion that
you may have wilfully misrepresented me. Your repudiation fills me with
hope that I may yet convince you of the justice of the Indian demand. I
assume now that you would not mind an open door for highly edu-
cated Indians. If so, the question is not of “whether”’, but of “how”.

You reject my solution to be ‘“‘a species of dishonesty unworthy
of statesmen’. And yet it has been resorted to by statesmen all over
the world. The Peace Preservation Ordinance gave absolute discretion
to the Governor as to the issue of permits. White British subjects received
them for the asking; other Europeans with little difficulty, but not with
the same facility; British Indians after the greatest difficulty. The
Governor went so far as to establish a separate department? for
administering the same Ordinance for Indians. This was unfair, but
not dishonest, because it was openly done. The Governor had the
discretion and he chose to use it in this very partial manner, as he said,
in the interests of the predominant race. Indians would not have cavilled
at the differential administration, if the Department at one time had
not been tainted with corruption and always most niggardly regarding
the claims of bona fide refugees.

You have charged General Smuts with having used his discretion
unfairly as to filling the vacancies in the Civil Service with Boers, but
whether it is statesmanlike or not will depend upon results.

In Natal, the Immigration Officer has a discretion as to the education
test. I will take my oath that Europeans as a rule are not even examined.
Indians, as a rule, are examined and that, too, severely. A Mr. Abdulla
Browne3, an Irishman, was subjected to the test some years ago in Natal,
because he wore the fez, whilst his other white fellow-passengers were
not touched. Subsequently, the late Mr. Escombe and Mr. Browne

1 This appeared in Indian Opinion, 26-9-1908, under the title ‘A Solution Possible”.

2 The Asiatic Office; this was closed down in 1903; vide Vol. IV, p. 15.

3 Elected for third time as Mayor of Durban and Chief Magistrate of Borough
in August 1904; vide Vol. IV, p. 238; originator of the idea of the Bazaar Notice which
sought to confine Asiatic trade in Natal to Locations.
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had a hearty laugh over it. Mr. Browne felt the ludicrous position,
but did not consider the examination to be dishonest.

The same thing is, today, done at the Cape.

The fact is that legal inequality would be an insult to the race.
Administrative difference would be a concession to prejudice, and
Indian acceptance of it would be a graceful and, shall I say, statesmanlike
recognition of such prejudice, as also of the fact that, if we want to live
in this country, we must submit to the predominance of the European
races.

In any case, if you agree that a handful of educated Asiatics may
safely be allowed to enter without molestation, surely the combined
wisdom of the Government and the Progressive Party cannot fail to
find a solution that will be acceptable to both Europeans and Indians

and end a situation which cannot be viewed with unconcern by any
lover of the Empire.

I am, etc.,

M. K. GanpHI
The Star, 18-9-1908

26. MR. ESSOP MIA AND HIS SUCCESSOR

The mass meeting of the 10th instant held at Johannesburg was
notable for the resignation of Mr. Essop Mia as Chairman of the British
Indian Association.! Mr. Essop Mia took up the helm at a most critical
time. A weak chairman would have meant utter ruination and disaster
to the Indian community. Mr. Essop Mia proved strong and unshakable.
He practically wound up his business last year to fight the powers of
darkness represented by the local Government. He postponed for the
third time his pilgrimage to Mecca. He lost his wife; but he would
not withdraw his hand from the helm. The whole world knows that
he suffered grievous bodily harm at the hands of a countryman for
the cause of truth.2 And, by the compromise of January last and by
the introduction of the new Registration Act, he has shown what pluck
and firm faith in one’s cause can do. Mr. Essop Mia deserves the thanks
of the Indians not only of the Transvaal but of South Africa. His
mantle has fallen on worthy shoulders. Mr. Cachalia is a seasoned
soldier in Indian ranks. He has suffered imprisonment for the cause.
He has worked wholeheartedly and was always an able lieutenant
to Mr. Essop Mia. By universal acknowledgement, he is the best man
to succeed Mr. Mia. Let us hope that he will fulfil the expectations

1 Vide “Resolutions at Mass Meeting”, p. 32.
2 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 250 & 256.
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of the community. His is a very difficult task. The Indian ship is still
in troubled waters. And he will require all the energy, patience and
calmness that may be in him, and all the support from the rank and file
that he can command.

Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

27. SITUATION IN NATAL

Natal Indians should act with due deliberation. Petitions and
meetings will avail nothing. They must be backed up by sanctions.

The Newcastle licence case is noteworthy. As it served to show,
municipalities are authorized to grant [only] certain kinds of licences.!
Other [categories of | licences can be granted under the Act [18] of 1897.2
But one can argue that this Act does not extend the powers of the
municipalities. That is to say, they are limited. If this is true, there
are certain advantages that we can derive from it.

Since this is the state of affairs, the Natal Government has drafted
a new Bill which will, in consequence, nullify [the advantages] resulting
from the Newcastle case. It is necessary staunchly to oppose this.
The Natal Parliament will of course throw [any] petition [which we
send] into the waste-paper basket. The Imperial Government will
also not take any notice of it, which means that the time has arrived
when, even if we win on the legal front, Parliament may neutralize
our victory.3

There is only one way out of this: we must rely on our own strength
and fight. That strength is the strength of satyagraha. Natal traders
should trade without licences.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-9-1908

1 Under Ordinance 3 of 1850
2 Dealers’ Licenses Act
3 By enacting new laws



28. LETTER TO THE PRESS!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 19, 1908

TO
TreE EpITOR
SIR,

I beg to send you herewith, for publication, a communication
addressed by me to the Director of Prisons. The British Indian Association
has voluntarily undertaken to suffer, and to advise British Indians to
suffer; but I do not know whether treatment such as is described
in the letter herewith enclosed square with the humanity of the
Colonists. We do not ask to be treated as favoured prisoners, but we
do ask that British Indian prisoners be treated with some degree of
humanity in this enlightened country.

I am, etc.,
A. M. CAacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN AssOCIATION

Rand Daily Mazil, 21-9-1908

29. LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS

[ JoHANNESBURG, ]
September 19, 1908

TrHE DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PrETORIA
SIR,

My Association has received a letter in Gujarati from a British Indian
named Syed Ali, who has just undergone imprisonment at Boksburg.
I give below a free translation of the material portion of the letter. It
is dated the 17th instant, and is written from Springs:

I write the following, God between us. On the 19th day of

August, 1908, I was sentenced by the Magistrate to pay a fine of

I This was released to the Press with the ¢ Letter to Director of Prisons ”,
vide the following item. Rand Daily Mail, 21-9-1908, published them under the
headings ‘‘Life In Prison: An Indian’s Complaints: Treated Worse Than Kaffirs”.
The correspondence was also published in Indian Opinion, 26-9-1908.
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10[s] or suffer imprisonment for seven days with hard labour for
trading without a licence. I accepted gaol. When I was admitted,
a Kaffir came to me and asked me to strip myself naked. I did
so. I was then made to walk, in that condition, barefoot, some
distance. I was then kept, together with Kaffirs, in cold water,
for twentyfive minutes. I was then taken out and taken to an office.
I was then given some clothes to wear, but I did not get any
sandals. I, therefore, asked the gaoler for some. At first, he said
‘no’, and then he gave me torn sandals. I asked for socks, and he
used abusive language (untranslatable). I asked again, and he
said ‘Look here, I will sjambok! you.” I was then frightened and,
had I spoken again, he would certainly have struck me.

On the 20th August, the work given to me was that of carrying
and emptying closet buckets. I complained to the gaoler about
this work, and I received a kick and slaps. I still persisted in my
complaint, and told him that I would be glad to break stones but
would like to be relieved from the work of carrying and emptying
these buckets. I was then kicked again. I became helpless and I
had to carry those buckets.

On the 22nd August, Saturday, I was again kept in cold water
for nearly halfan hour. It was extremely cold. I was shivering.
God knows how cold it was. I then became feverish. My chest
became bad. On the 25th, I was discharged. The gaoler, on
discharging, said ‘You may come again, if you wish to die’ and
I retorted, ‘All right, you may kill me if you can.” I then returned
to Springs by the 11 o’clock train. And ever since I have been ill,
and I have been discharging blood from the chest, and am under
medical advice....

I was treated worse than Kaffir prisoners. Happily, I was
the only Indian. I thank God that I was spared. All my book-
debts have become bad, but I do not care. I hope the community
will be able to preserve its self-respect.

My Association does not know how far the above statement is true,

but, on the face of it, in my humble opinion, it calls for a thorough
investigation, which I have no doubt you will make. In the meanwhile,
I venture to inform the Government through you that, assuming the
truth of the above statement, the advice given by my Association is,
despite all difficulties, to continue to suffer for what it believes to be
a principle.

I may add that the correspondent, as his name implies, is a direct

descendant of the Prophet, and I need hardly comment upon the
resentment that would be bitterly felt by Mahomedans, when they

I Meaning ““to flog with a whip of rhinoceros hide”
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understand that such a person has been called upon to perform the
dirtiest work at the Boksburg gaol.
I have, etc.,
A. M. CAacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Rand Daily Mail, 21-9-1908

30. LETTER TO W. HOSKEN

JOHANNESBURG,

September 19, 1908
WiLLiam Hosken, Esg., M.L.A.!

JOHANNESBURG
DEAR SIR,

We, the undersigned, are deeply grateful to you for the kindly
interest you, as a lover of the Empire and a Christian gentleman, take
in the present bitter struggle that Asiatics are engaged in.

You have told us, at the meeting called by you at your office to-day,
and attended by Mr. Cartwright, Mr. Pollock, and ourselves, that
General Smuts genuinely regrets the persecution which the Asiatic
communities, the majority of whom are British subjects, are undergoing.
We appreciate this sentiment. You also said that General Smuts thinks
that there would be no insuperable difficulty in meeting our request.
We, therefore, beg to state as follows:

A promise should be given by General Smuts and the leader of the
Progressive Opposition? that the Asiatic Act will be repealed during
the next session of Parliament, and that the status of highly educated
Indians will be safeguarded in terms of the request made by the British
Indian Association.

As to the latter question, in order to show our bona fides, we would
be quite satisfied with the entry, per year, of, say, six such Indians.
The great point, therefore, is that they should be able to enter under
the general education test. There should be no legal distinction. We
do not mind an administration of the law such that only the above
number can enter. Precedent for such administration is not wanting.
The Cape and Natal are doing so at present. In our opinion, such
discretion is given under the Immigrants’ Restriction Act, but if General

1 Ex-President of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of South Africa.
He was sympathetic to the cause of British Indians; vide Vol. VII, pp. 108 and 476
and Vol. VIII, p. 27.

2 Party in the Transvaal Parliament
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Smuts holds otherwise, we have no objection to the Act being so amended
as to give the widest discretion to him.

These are the two chief questions outstanding. As a matter of
fact, the two are even one, because, if Act 2 of 1907 were repealed, the
Immigrants’ Restriction Act would not come in the way of highly educated
Indians entering the Colony. We separate the question, because we
wish to show that we have no desire to take any undue advantage of
the facility provided under the Immigrants’ Restriction Act, but that
we are quite sincere in our declaration that we have no desire to have
unrestricted Asiatic immigration into the Colony. All we say is that,
if the resident Asiatics are to be treated justly and if the whole Asiatic
nations are not to be insulted, educated Asiatics should be treated under
the general immigration law, and should not be called upon to submit
to any registration Act.

The other questions, namely, those of restoring registration certi-
ficates to those who have burned them, and the reinstatement of
Mr. Sorabjee are, in our opinion, administrative details, and can be
easily arranged when the main points are solved.

We would mention that, whilst the new Act!, which has just received
the Royal sanction, is very reasonable, there are one or two flaws—
for instance, in connection with the claims of those who are already
in the Colony and who have entered bona fide, they cannot be called upon
to submit to a three years’ residence test, because some who have not
given such proof have already been granted registration certificates.
It is also felt that, unless the widest latitude is given in the regulations
with reference to the giving of thumb-impressions on application for
licences, that particular section would cause the greatest irritation.

We assume that all those who are now suffering imprisonment
will be discharged simultaneously with a settlement going through,
if such a fortunate result is attained.

In conclusion, we beg to mention that we have no desire to defy
the Government, and we wish to remain in the country with peace
and honour and in obedience to the general laws of the Colony. We
have been obliged, most reluctantly and in obedience to a higher call,
to oppose most strenuously the Asiatic Act. We need not, at this stage,
go into the reasons for it, but we ask that our opposition to that Act
may not be interpreted to mean defiance.

1 Asiatics Registration Amendment Act (1908). Speaking on the Bill in the
Transvaal Parliament, Hosken had said that, while he thought ‘“‘the Bill provided
for all points raised” and hoped that the Indian people would accept it, he differed
on one point: the education test. He thought that not to give ‘‘residential permits either
to teachers of religion or to any other qualified person” was such a narrow interpreta-
tion that he could not agree to it. He was, however, one of the members who
supported the Bill.
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We beg to add that the leaders who are at present at the Volksrust
gaol, and who represent the flower of the Indian community in South
Africa, as soon as they were sentenced, sent us the message that they
were prepared to suffer to the utmost, but that we should not mind their
sufferings but continue the struggle until what we think we are justly
entitled to is granted.

In accordance with your desire, we would treat this communication
to be strictly confidential, and any message that you may convey to
us will also be so regarded.

With our renewed thanks for your kindly interest and for the assu-
rance conveyed by General Smuts.

We remain, etc.,
A. M. CacHALIA
Essop IsmaiL Mia
Imam A. K. BawazIr
Leunc QUINN
C. K. T. Namoo
Foo Kimson

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat of the typewritten original: S.N. 4879

31. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

[ JOHANNESBURG, |
September 21, 1908
TrHE HoN’BLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PrRETORIA
SIR,

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter! addressed
by me to the Director of Prisons, and copy of his reply. My Association
will be obliged if you will kindly grant the request made in the letter
addressed to the Director.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

1 Vide ‘“Letter to Director of Prisons”, pp. 57-9.
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Harbpsuies iIN GaoL

It is becoming more certain each day that we shall be made to
drain the cup of misery to its dregs. Mr. Syed Ali, who has just returned
from gaol after seven days’ imprisonment at Boksburg, had no end of
suffering to put up with. He had been sentenced to hard labour.
He was made to carry closet buckets. He was made to stay in cold
water for a long spell. He was kicked. How can one bear this?
Mr. Cachalia has addressed a letter? to the Director of Prisons about
Mr. Syed Ali. It will perhaps get a hearing, but whether or not it
has any effect, we will carry buckets and suffer kicks. We will regard
this as an expression of our nobility. Our bonds will be loosened
[only] when we [learn to] enjoy carrying buckets. Only then may
we claim that we understand the meaning of satyagraha. Satyagraha
consists in not forsaking what we know to be truth, in enduring any
suffering for its sake, no matter even if we die in the process. We
should do no harm to anyone, for by harming others we violate truth.
True victory will consist in cultivating the ability to bear with all
this. Once we comprehend this basic principle, we shall surmount
any obstacles the Government may set for us. I hope therefore that
Indians will not be unnerved by [the report of ]| Mr. Syed Ali’s suffering
but will be ever ready for gaol should the occasion require it.

NATAL PRISONERS

The Natal prisoners are no longer being brought out on the roads
to break stones. I for one feel disappointed at this. If they had to
submit to the indignity of breaking stones, that would bring freedom
nearer. They keep sending messages that no one need be anxious on
their account. They are prepared for, and will indeed be happy with,
[further] gaol terms of any duration. We must not [they insist] work
for a hurried settlement because of them. For them it is the proper
thing to say. And it will be right for us to ensure that they do not spend
a minute longer in gaol than necessary; that others go to gaol without
delay in order to secure their early release.

1 This dispatch was commenced on September 20 and completed on Septem-
ber 23.
2 Vide “‘Letter to Director of Prisons”, pp. 57-9.
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OcToBER: TryYING PERIOD

Those who wish to secure the release of the brave leaders have a
simple duty. October will test the mettle of many an Indian. By the
end of September the licences of several hawkers will have expired.
What will they do after that? It is their duty to refuse to take out
licences, even if these are offered to them on their own terms—
without their having to give thumb-impressions—as long as our
demand is not accepted, and baldly to keep going their rounds without
licences. The Government cannot afford this. Hence it is bound to
throw the hawkers into prison. And if they show pluck, we shall be
free soon. I would even make bold to say that should this happen, we
would be rid of all this worry after the middle of October and succeed

by then in securing the release of those who have gone to gaol for
our sake.

Hawkers’ MOVEMENT

This is really a movement on behalf of the traders—especially the
hawkers. The latter can also ensure its early success. By putting up a
fight like this in this Colony, we can demonstrate that there is nothing
undignified about hawking. True, hawkers are poor. [But] there is
nobility in poverty. Viewing things in this light, hawkers should hold
their heads high, educate themselves, live well and not quarrel among
themselves. I want them to be truly educated men. It is within their
power to become that. They have yet many things to do in South
Africa. T want to convince them and the Indian community at large
that this is a campaign from which they can gain regal dignity.

NEED FOR PICKETS

Hawkers acted very courageously in January. They have done
the same this time. Yet we remain cowards. We need to be watched.
This is not surprising. Pickets should therefore be appointed in every
town. They must mount guard outside the Licensing Office and see that
no one goes there to take out a licence. To ensure this, the leaders of
every community should set themselves up as watchmen. If that is
done, hardly anyone would go there to take out a licence.

PickeTs’ Duty

Pickets must remember not to employ violence against, nor attempt
to intimidate, anyone. They must leave their lathis behind at home.
Our power comes from our tongue, which, too, should be used gently
and inoffensively. With every Indian they must use gentle persuasion
to point out his duty. The Krugersdorp case! must be borne in mind

1 Vide “Johannesburg Letter”, pp. 14-5.
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all the time. We must so behave as to make it impossible for anyone
to accuse us, however unjustifiably, of intimidation.
Those who hold licences which are valid for the whole year ought
not to use them but should surrender them to the Association.
Those who cannot risk going to gaol had better give up hawking
for a few days instead of taking out licences.

MADRASIS AGAIN

Mr. Chokalingam was arrested for trading without a licence.
Having refused to pay the fine, he went to gaol on Saturday to serve
seven days’ imprisonment. Mr. Godfrey appeared for the defence.

Mr. Essop Kanamia was charged with failure to take out the new
register. He was served with seven days’ notice [to leave the Colony].
His case was heard on Saturday, Mr. Godfrey attending.

PrisoNERs’ Foop

Correspondence on the subject of prisoners’ food is still going on.
While the dispute about mealie pap has yet to be settled, we have
information from the Director of Prisons that ghee was allowed in
January only as a special concession and that there was in fact no
provision for it in the rules. In Johannesburg, ghee is still served. But
it is not in Volksrust, and that is how the question arose. Mr. Cachalia
has written a strong letter! about this, and cables have also been sent
to England. Let us see what happens now. Whether or not we are
allowed good food makes no difference to us. Ifthe Government inflicts
this further cruelty on us, we should be determined enough to bear
that too.

Isa HaJjee Sumar

Mr. Isa Hajee Sumar, a Standerton trader of long standing, has
returned from a trip to England. I hope that he will join the campaign
and help whole-heartedly.

New Biro

The new Bill? has received Royal assent. The law has some advan-
tages for us. Just as we would not submit to the humiliation of
the obnoxious Act, so do we not want to take advantage of this new
Act, as long as two issues® remain unsettled. [Furthermore,] we cannot

1 Vide “Letter to Director of Prisons”, p. 53.

2 Asiatics’ Registration Amendment Bill

3 (a) Non-repeal of the Asiatic Registration Act known also as Act 2 of 1907
and (b) provision for the continued immigration of “highly educated Asiatics”
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accept any advantage accruing from the new Act as long as those whom
we have sent to gaol are not released.

Kinc-EMPEROR’s GUESTS

Mr. Magan Jivan, Mr. Gurunathan and Mr. Chetty Parag—these
Indians entered Johannesburg Gaol today to serve a sentence of seven
days’ imprisonment. They were found trading without licences. All
of them were defended by Mr. George Godfrey. A telegram has been
received from the committee at Roodepoort to the effect that Mr. Dahya
Ragha was also sentenced to seven days’ imprisonment for hawking
without a licence.

REGRET

I have to report with regret that the Government has withdrawn
the case against Mr. Muljibhai Patel and Mr. Harilal Gandhi.! Un-
fortunately for them, these two young men have been denied the op-
portunity to do homage to the brave Natal prisoners.

FurRTHER REGRET

I have heard that Mr. Hassan Mia? gave his thumb-impression at
Volksrust while returning from Durban.

ApaM MazHOMED GooL

The President of the British Indian League [of the Cape] is here
on a visit. He has handed over his certificate to be burnt. The police
did not ask him for his thumb-impression at Volksrust when he arrived
there. Even if they had, he would have refused.

BELIM

Mr. Belim was released in Christiana on the 19th after he had
served a sentence of a month’s hard labour. He has received congratu-
latory telegrams. The reader will recall that Mr. Belim’s partner was
also sentenced to a month’s imprisonment. So he transferred [the
ownership of his shop] nominally to a white and thus, instead of closing
it down, kept it going.

MoviNne LETTER

An Indian, who signs himself “A Poor Indian Harassed by the
Law”, writes as follows:

Please do something about solving the [problem of this] law,
so that we can somehow return to India safely [after the end of
our stay here]. Otherwise we shall be as good as finished. In the
existing situation, it is the middle classes that suffer most. The

1 Vide ““Interview to The Star”, p. 52; also Vol. VIII, pp. 405-6 and 436.
2 Essop Mia’s son

9-5
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big businessmen who have a large capital are not refused credit.
Whites who used to order goods on our behalf ranging in value
from £200 to £500 now refuse credit even up to 5s. They say
that they will suspend dealings [with us] until a settlement is
reached as regards the law. If something is done to effect a settle-
ment which will safeguard the interests of us poor folk, we can
breathe a sigh of relief. Please see to it that we do not have to suffer
longer.

We cannot help sympathizing with the person who wrote this. I
must say, all the same, that he is mistaken in what he says. It is a
mistake to assume, as he has done, that the people who have the capital
stand to lose nothing. The rich have had to suffer heavier losses, the
poor, smaller. Every Indian soldier [in this campaign] has suffered
thus. The whites may refuse to supply us goods on credit, but it is not
as though they were the [only] hallowed men! [that we may not go to
others]. We must of course be prepared for harassment by the whites.
Financial loss suffered for the country’s sake should not cause us dis-
tress. Having said this, I do admit that this letter expresses the
views of a number of Indians. It is in accordance with these that
the campaign is being waged. The leaders have ensured that the
community carries only those burdens which it can bear. In view
of this, not a single Indian should lose heart.

KRUGERSDORP

Adverting to the newspaper report about Krugersdorp hawkers
not making their rounds, Mr. Khurshedji Desai writes that the charge
is entirely false and [adds] that the Indian hawkers in that town are
carrying on trade without licences.

ABoutr NEw Act

The new Act comes into force from today. A notice for taking
out registers will not be issued under it. It is said that the notice
period will extend up to November 30. Indians resident in the Trans-
vaal have to take out permits within that period. As for those who
are outside the Colony and do not hold the yellow permits, they have
to apply within a year. There is nothing, let it be remembered, that
either of these [categories of persons] need do yet. There is no need
to hurry. Until a settlement is reached, it would not be meet to take
advantage of this law. It will therefore be necessary to post pickets
at the Permit Office. If this is done, and no licences are taken out,
a settlement will soon be reached.

1 Literally, those bearing a tilak on their forehead
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CONFUSION

A number of queries have been received following The Transvaal
Leader report that the community would be content to have only six
educated Indians admitted into the Colony every year.! Some say that
this is a fight only for securing the admission of six men, others that
this is a new issue altogether. There is some misunderstanding here.
Our demand is that, in law, all educated persons should have equal
rights. We have already agreed that once there is a single law [for
all immigrants], the test can be as severe as [the authorities] wish, so
that hardly a single Indian may actually qualify for entry. That is
to say, those who pass the education test prescribed by law will be en-
titled to enter. We cannot then protest if they do not subject the
whites to any test, or only to a very simple one, but give the Indians
a severe test. If this is done, we will not object. The question has
been asked as to how we stand to gain by this. To this we can reply
that we do not want the humiliation of a legal bar, even with the
provision for the entry of a limited number of Indians. It follows
from this line of reasoning that not a single Indian may be admitted,
instead of which the entry of six is being ensured [in the suggested
compromise]. Our campaign is directed only against the closing of
the door [to Asiatics] by law. If the door is closed by law, it will be
difficult to re-open it. Ifit is closed in practice because the official who
holds the test does not allow [the would-be immigrants] to pass, reme-
dial measures can be found. Natal and the Cape have a law of this
kind. The whites do not have to pass a test. The test for Indians
grows more severe every year. A [similar] law is still in force in Australia;
yet whites have been entering in their hundreds. The test for Indians
is so severe that not a single Indian has been able to get in so far.
However, when the prejudice among the Australian people dies down,
or when the official in charge is considerate, Indians may be allowed
to enter after a reasonable test. It is therefore to respect the
Colonists’ feelings and demonstrate the Indian community’s reason-
ableness that a suggestion has been made for limiting the number to
six. The law should be the same [for all], but it may be admini-
stered differentially; that is all that the demand means. There is thus
no difference between this demand and the one that was put forward

U Transvaal Weekly Illustrated of September 12 had said: .. . Mr. Gandhi has offered
to bind himself and his community to rest content on this part of the case if the Govern-
ment will permit the entry of not more than six educated Indians per year....Even
if the full number of six came every year, we doubt if that formidable invasion would
ruin the Transvaal. This principle of limitation is almost the rule with other members
of the Empire as to Asiatic immigration.” Vide also ‘‘Letter to W. Hosken”, pp. 59-61.
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at the mass meeting and which was described by General Smuts as
an ultimatum! (that is, a demand that implied the threat of war).

CuiNESE HeLp

On behalf of the Chinese Association, Mr. Quinn has offered
£60 for being sent to the [S.A.B.I.] Committee in London. The
reader will recall that on a previous occasion also an equal amount was
presented to Mr. Ritch by the Chinese Association. It also contributed
towards the expenditure incurred on the case in the Supreme Court
filed in the name of Mr. Aswat.?

HerLp rroM CONGRESS

A telegram has been received from the [Natal Indian] Con-
gress saying that a sum of £ 100 has been cabled to the London Com-
mittee. This should have been done earlier. However, even now it
has not been too late.

Wednesday [September 23, 1908]
VOLKSRUST PRISONERS

Mr. Harilal Gandhi has arrived here after his release from Volks-
rust. He spent three nights [in gaol] with the Natal businessmen.
He reports that the prisoners are keeping good health. They cheer-
fully carry out their allotted tasks. Now they are not brought out [to
break stones on the roads] but are made to sweep the garden and do
similar chores inside the gaol. Mr. Dawad Mahomed is happy as a
bird with the song constantly on his lips: “Rustom3, the only one who
became a benefactor equal to Vikram*”.

REcuLATIONS UNDER NEw AcT

Regulations under the new Act have been published. I shall com-
ment on them next week. At the moment I shall only observe that these
regulations are far better than the earlier ones. They, however, present
some difficulties which call for attention; these can be resolved when
a settlement is arrived at. But I hope every Indian will show patience.
No one need apply in a hurry.

TamiLs’ EFForTs

The Madrasis are doing excellent work. They keep going to gaol.
Also, they are never found to be slack in collecting funds. They have
given the Association a cheque for £82.1.0. We thus see that those

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 462-5.

2 About the return of voluntary registration papers

3 Parsee Rustomjee

4 Vikramaditya, a legendary king of Central India famous for his just and

benevolent rule
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who go to gaol are also generous in contributing money. Those who
exert themselves in one sphere can do well in others also.

Essop IsmaiL Berim!

[He] writes from Christiana to say that during the first week in
gaol he was asked to cook. The following week he was given assorted
chores and during the last week he was made to work outdoors on the
roads. The food was much the same as elsewhere. The only thing
which he minded was being asked to take his cap off during meals.
He adds that in suffering privations for the sake of his country, he has
done no more than his duty and that he would be ready to do so
again if there was need.

SETTLEMENT ?

A proposal for a settlement was made by Mr. Hosken. Mr. Smuts
had had a talk with him. Consequent upon this, Mr. Hosken invited
Mr. Cachalia, Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir Bawazeer, Mr. Quinn,
Mr. Kimson, Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Gandhi [for a discussion]. He also
invited Mr. Cartwright and Mr. David Pollock. In the end, a letter?
was despatched to Mr. Hosken reiterating the demand made earlier at
the mass meeting. Mr. Hosken forwarded the letter to Mr. Smuts. A
reply has been received from the latter today, in which he says
that the demand is the same as that made previously, and that it cannot
be conceded. There is no reason to be disheartened by this. Mr. Smuts
has a right to ascertain whether or not we will submit to the new Act.
A solution will be found only when we pass that test [set by him] and
are found prepared to renounce everything.

BriTisu NEWSPAPERS

Newspapers in Britain have been suggesting that we give in at this
stage. They want us to submit to the new Act without raising [fur-
ther] objections. This is fine advice indeed! It cannot be accepted.
It need not be. It is the same old story. For us there is only one
duty. Our demand is just. We must therefore continue to fight till it
is conceded. We must fill the gaols, and refuse to take advantage of the
new Act.

VaLry MAaHOMED

Mr. Vally Mahomed, who came out of Pretoria gaol after five
days inside and was received with great enthusiasm, says that no one
took the mealie pap served in gaol, because it was suspected to contain
lard. Mr. Ismail Juma [he adds] was given kicks because he would
not line up along with the other prisoners. When an opportunity for

1 He was released on September 19; vide p. 65.
2 Vide “‘Letter to W. Hosken”, pp. 59-61.
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complaint to the Governor about this presented itself, the chief
warder would not allow it. The prisoners were made to mop hospital
floors, carry buckets full of garbage and wash clothes. Such priva-
tions notwithstanding, every Indian must keep himself ready to go
to gaol. I congratulate the Indian prisoners in Pretoria on their having
gone to gaol and suffered privations for their country’s sake.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-9-1908

33. LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS!

[JOoHANNESBURG, ]
September 24, 1908
Tue DiRecTOR OF PRISONS
PrRETORIA
SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Iletter
No. 1077/08/835 of the 23rd instant in reply to my letter of the 21st
instant, and beg to thank you for the inquiry made as to the complaint.

I now have the honour to enclose herewith the complainant’s
affidavit.2  As you will notice, he adheres to the statements made by
him. It is undoubtedly most difficult for him to bring forward witnesses,
but the fact that he has been, ever since his discharge, suffering from
pneumonia shows that he must have contracted it during incarceration.
It is within my experience and the experience of many British Indians
who have recently suffered imprisonment that it is not an easy matter
to complain to the Governor—firstly, because the prisoners are too
frightened, and, secondly, because they do not know English or do not
know it sufficiently. If an official or public inquiry is held, the
complainant states that he is quite willing to appear and give evidence.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908, under the title ‘‘Shocking
Allegations: Need for Inquiry”.

2 Syed Ali’s affidavit which is not reproduced here; vide also ‘‘Letter to Director
of Prisons”, pp.57-9.



34. LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS

[ JOHANNESBURG, |
September 25, 1908

Tue DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PrETORIA
SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
24th instant in regard to the question of the scale of diet in force for
Indian prisoners in the Transvaal prisons.

I learn for the first time that, instead of there being, as my Asso-
ciation supposed, one scale of diet throughout the Transvaal, there are
a number of diet scales in force which vary according to the different
prisons. My Association is of opinion that this principle of differentia-
tion tends to impose great hardship upon those who are differentiated
against, and will be glad to learn whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to appoint a fixed scale of diet for Indian prisoners throughout
the Transvaal; and this apart altogether from the question of the
meagreness of the diet as exemplified in Johannesburg, to which my
Association has already drawn repeated attention.

I would once more demur to the suggestion that the giving of
ghee is an act of grace and not a matter of dietary regulation, as I know
it to be a fact that ghee, in January last, figured on the printed diet-
scale at the Johannesburg Gaol. My Association will be glad to learn
whether it is finally the intention of the authorities to substitute, in
regard to Indian prisoners, ghee wherever fat is prescribed in the Regu-
lations, in view of the religious objection existing to the eating of fat
by Indians.

My Association regrets to find from your letter under reply that
its suspicions are confirmed that it is the intention of the Government
to starve Indians into submission by compelling them to accept a diet
totally unsuited to their habits of life.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CAcHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian  Opinion, 3-10-1908



35. HOW NATAL CAN HELP

Natal greatly helped in the Transvaal campaign last year.! This
time it has surpassed all expectations. The leading figures and the
educated Indians in that Colony have gone to gaol of their own
accord.

But this has involved Natal deeper in the campaign. It has now to
bear the same burden as the Transvaal. It has become the duty of the
Transvaal as much as it is of Natal to ensure the early release of the
Natal prisoners?. What needs to be done by the Transvaal has been
indicated in our Johannesburg Letter’. Let us therefore think of Natal
[for the present].

One of Natal’s duties is to remit money regularly in order to
maintain the [S.A.B.I.] Committee in London. For that purpose, col-
lections should be speeded up. It is a matter for satisfaction that
steps are being taken towards this.*

Its second duty is that those of its remaining leaders, who were
formerly residents of the Transvaal, and well-educated Indians, such
as barristers and physicians, should enter the Transvaal and follow
Mr. Dawad Mahomed. Also, those holding £3 registers or permits
should be sent to the Transvaal. None of them should give his
thumb-impression at the border, and they should thus fill the Transvaal
gaols in order to secure the legitimate rights [of Indians]. If that is
done, the agitation is bound soon to come to a successful conclusion,
and many Indians will have had the opportunity to test their newly-
acquired power.

In any case, there can be no doubt that steps such as these will
benefit Natal greatly. It has many more battles to fight yet. It has
to fight for the repeal of the law about trade, for the ending of the
indentured labourers’ disabilities and for the cancellation of the oppres-
sive £3 poll-tax. If a large number of leaders put their new power to
test, the experience will stand them in good stead when they attempt
to achieve all these things. When the whites realize that we have ac-
quired this power, they will think twice before they decide to harass us.

A steamer from Bombay is due to call very shortly at a Natal port.
Many of the Indians on board are bound for the Transvaal. It is the

1 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 143 and 207-8.

2 Dawad Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee and Anglia

3 Vide pp. 62-3.

4 Natal Indian Congress had sent £100 to the S. A. B. I. Committee; vide
¢ Johannesburg Letter”, p. 16.
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Natal Indians’ duty to reason with them, to explain the situation to
them and to ensure that they do not give their thumb-impressions under
any circumstances while entering the Transvaal. It is essential to
depute volunteers immediately for this purpose. We invite the atten-
tion of every Indian to these suggestions.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-9-1908

36. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

[JOHANNESBURG, |
September 28, 1908

TrHE HoN’BLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PrETORIA
SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 9/E/4467 of the 24th instant, informing my Association that you are
unable to interfere with the administration of the regulations govern-
ing the diet scale for prisoners in the Transvaal gaols.

Since my Association’s letter! of the 2Ist instant, I have received
a further letter from the Director of Prisons, informing my Association
that ‘“‘there are a number of diet-scales in force which vary accord-
ing to the different prisons”. In view of that statement, I shall be much
obliged if you will kindly inform my Association as to the particular
diet-scale to which reference is made in your letter under reply.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CAacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

1 Vide “Letter to Colonial Secretary”, p. 61.



37. LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS!

[ JoHANNESBURG, |
September 30, 1908
Tue DirRecTOrR oOF PRISONS
PRETORIA

SIR,

I am informed by Mr. Vassan Ranchhod that he has just been
released from the Germiston Gaol, where he was imprisoned for three
days with hard labour. He informs my Association that the food
supplied to him during that time was mealie pap for breakfast, mealies
cooked in or mixed with fat for dinner, and mealie pap for supper. There
was no alternative diet.

Should these allegations be found correct, my Association would
be glad of an immediate assurance from you that ghee will be substi-
tuted for fat, wherever used. I need not remind you that to an orthodox
Mahomedan or Hindu, food cooked with fat is religiously unclean.
A Mahomedan may only eat fat from an animal ritually killed, a
Hindu may not eat fat at all.

I have, etc.,
A. M. CacHALIA
CHAIRMAN,

BriTisH INDIAN ASSOGIATION

Indian Opinion, 10-10-1908

I This was published in Indian Opinion, 10-10-1908, under the title ‘‘Should Indians
be Starved into Submission? Further Correspondence”.



38. LETTER TO “INDIAN OPINION!

JOHANNESBURG,
September 30, 1908

Tue Ebrtor
INDIAN OPINION

SIR,

My Association has received the following further communications
from the Director of Prisons:

With reference to your letter? of the 24th instant forwarding an affidavit
by Syed Ali in respect of his treatment at the Boksburg Gaol, I have the honour
to state that the matter has been investigated by the Governor of the East Rand
Prisons, and I have obtained reports from him.

I am satisfied that Syed Ali was treated in accordance with the Gaol Regu-
lations, and I do not propose to hold any further inquiry under present
circumstances.

With reference to your further letter? of the 25th instant on the subject
of the diet scales in force in the Transvaal for British Indians detained in
Transvaal Prisons and Gaols, I have the honour to inform you that as at present
advised I am not prepared to make any representation with a view to an
alteration of the existing scales.

Apparently, Mr. Syed Ali’s request* for an open judicial inquiry
into his complaints is to be denied him. In regard to the subject of diet
scales in force in the Transvaal Gaols for Indian prisoners, my Asso-
ciation must now be satisfied that it is the set policy of the Transvaal
Government to starve Indian prisoners into submission, and, in this
way, endeavour to coerce the British Indian community.

I am, etc.,
A. M. CAcHALIA
CHAIRMAN,
BriTisH INDIAN ASSOGIATION

Indian  Opinion, 3-10-1908

1 This was published under the heading ‘‘Shocking Allegations: Need for Inquiry”.
2 & 3 Vide letters to Director of Prisons, pp. 70-1.
4 Vide ‘“Letter to Director of Prisons”, pp.57-9.



39. CABLE TO S. A. B. I. COMMITTEE

JOHANNESBURG,
September 30, 1908

YESTERDAY INDIAN SENTENCED MONTH’S LABOUR FAILING
LEAVE COLONY, ANOTHER ORDERED LEAVE COLONY SEVEN
DAYS; BOTH UNDER ASIATIC ACT NOTWITHSTANDING NEW VALIDA-
TION ACT PROMULGATED TWENTYFIRST SEPTEMBER GIVING RIGHT
TO APPLY FOR REGISTRATION DURING OCTOBER WITH RIGHT TO
APPEAL AGAINST REGISTRAR’S DECISION. TODAY EDUCATED INDIAN
WHO JUST COMPLETED MONTH’S IMPRISONMENT UNDER ASIATIC ACT
RELEASED; RE-ARRESTED PRISON GATES UNDER ASIATIC ACT; COM-
MUNITY ASTOUNDED, UNDERSTOOD OLD ACT DEAD LETTER FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES, VALIDATION ACT TO APPLY IN FUTURE.
COMMUNITY INSIST REPEAL OLD ACT.

[M. K. GanpHI]|
Colonial Office Records: 291/132

40. INTERVIEW TO “THE NATAL MERCURY>

[DurBAN,
September 30, 1908]

Mr. M.K. Gandhi, the doughty champion of the Indians’ cause in the Transvaal,
is at present on a visit to Durban, and was interviewed yesterday by a representative
of this journal.

Asked what his object was in coming to Durban at the present time, he said
he was here in connection with the question of those Indians who had a right to return
to the Transvaal owing to their having been pre-war residents; and, particularly, to see
those Indians who were expected by the German steamer Gouverneur, which was
bringing a fair number of Indian passengers for the Transvaal.

In reply to a query as to the present position of Indians in the Transvaal,
Mr. Gandhi said the fight resolved itself into this, that those who were entitled to be
in the Transvaal shall be allowed to enter the Colony, but not give the Government
any help with reference to identification, until the two outstanding questions were
settled.

“How is this attitude reconciled with the law-abiding nature of British Indians?”
queried the interviewer, and Mr. Gandhi replied that he held there was nothing
defiant in the Indians’ attitude. It should be remembered that British Indians were
not represented in the Transvaal Parliament, and the only effective manner in which
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they could make themselves heard was to refuse submission to laws in the passing of
which they had no hand, and which violated their conscience or their self-respect. The
Indians, he said, held that General Smuts was in honour bound to repeal the Asiatic
Act, but he said he would treat it as a ‘‘dead letter”. The Indians said that [that]
was not enough, and he (Mr. Gandhi) noticed that even now the old Act was by
no means a dead letter. Under the circumstances, British Indians asked General
Smuts to fulfil his promise by repealing the Act, and, until this was done, they had been
advised not to accept the benefits accruing from the new Act. This, to Mr. Gandhi’s
mind, was an act of renunciation by the Indian community which should be appre-
ciated by the Colonists throughout South Africa.

“But what as to the educational question?” was the next query, to which
Mr. Gandhi replied that the answer was very simple. If the Act were repealed, the
immigration law of the Transvaal would be almost the same as that of Natal. British
Indians stated that the Transvaal should not be allowed by the Imperial Government,
and by those who love the Empire, to lay down a new policy of exclusion based purely
on race and colour. The present immigration law of the Transvaal, with the assistance
of the old Asiatic Act, brought about such a constitution. Indians, therefore, contended
that such should not be the case.

The people of the Transvaal, he said, were frightened with the bogey of an
invasion of half-educated youths from Natal, but this was due only to ignorance. Indians
were not fighting for the rights of half-educated fellow-countrymen. They were fighting
for the honour of India, and for a principle—the same principle that was laid down
by Mr. Chamberlain before the Conference of Colonial Premiers, viz., that restriction
should be based on sensible grounds, and not on grounds of colour or race.! Once,
said Mr. Gandhi, the status of educated Indians was established on a footing of equality
in the eye of the law, he personally had no quarrel about the severity of the education
test. The essential difference seemed to him to be this: The people in the Transvaal,
as indeed in South Africa, tolerated British Indians as an evil; Indians, on the other
hand, claimed that those who were domiciled in South Africa should form part of the
future nation that was coming into being, and that they should be encouraged in every
way to make progress towards refinement and culture. In making this statement,
he was simply paraphrasing what Mr. Patrick Duncan said the other day—that was
to say, that, in a free and self-governed South Africa, it would not be possible to
contemplate a body of human beings living in a state of servility, or studied and legal
inferiority.

In taking this stand against any such degradation, Mr. Gandhi claimed that
his countrymen should receive the sympathy and assistance of all who loved South
Africa as their home, and who wished well to it. He wanted to make one thing perfectly
clear, which was that Indians had no desire to have further unrestricted immigration
of Asiatics into any part of South Africa, nor did they wish that there should be no [sic]
regulations on unenlightened lines of trade licences in general, but, after these two
propositions were established, there should certainly be no differential legislation,

1Vide Vol. II, pp. 354-6.
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otherwise he could only repeat what he had said so often, that in South Africa would
be sown the seeds of disruption of the Empire. They could not have India as the
brightest jewel in the British Crown, and yet use that jewel as a target from every point.

Mr. Gandhi next made the following statement, in reply to a question as to
what he thought would be the effect of unification upon Indians in general: This
was a question he had answered before a meeting of the Closer Union Society that
had been formed in Johannesburg.! He there stated that a United South Africa meant
for British Indians greater restriction of their liberty, unless a unified South Africa
meant unification not only of the white races, but of all British subjects, whether Coloured
or white, who had chosen South Africa as their permanent home. Under such
unification, one would expect liberal principles guiding Indian legislation, but one
heard often talk of disfranchisement at the Cape, and further disabilities in Natal.
The goal of unification seemed to be the nearest approached by the Orange River
Colony, so far as Asiatic legislation was concerned. In that Colony, Asiatics had
absolutely no footing, except as domestic servants. It must be plain to anybody that
Indians who had vested rights, who had children to educate, and families to rear, would
not be satisfied with such a status, and that they would carry on a bitter struggle before
they accepted a position such as he had described. He could not conceive how the
Imperial Government could possibly look with approval upon a scheme of unification
which would mean the reduction of Asiatics and Natives to a state practically of slavery.

The next point touched upon was embraced in the following query: ‘“What is
the feeling of British Indians with reference to the local leaders who have been imprisoned
in the Transvaal?”

Mr. Gandhi replied that, from what he could see, the feeling was very bitter.
His countrymen failed to understand why, in a British Colony, British Indians should
have to suffer imprisonment because they dared to enter the Transvaal. The situation
would appear much more painful when he said that the three leaders were pre-war
residents of the Transvaal. Three educated Indians were also suffering imprisonment
with them who were stretcher-bearers, and held the rank of sergeants at the time of
the Zulu rebellion.2 It would be remembered that their services were so much valued
that Sir Henry McCallum specially recognized them, and, of course, these ex-sergeants
were entitled to their medals, and would receive them on being released. It must
appear strange to anybody that such men should be imprisoned, with hard labour,
for merely daring to enter the Transvaal. One of the leaders imprisoned was known
to every prominent Durbanite—Mr. Dawad Mahomed, the chairman of the Natal
Indian Congress; the other, Mr. Parsee Rustomjee, was equally well known and the
the third, Mr. M.C. Anglia, besides being a prominent merchant, and secretary of the
Congress, had received a very good education in English and French. The Indians
of Durban, therefore, felt that they had to suffer in order that these leaders might be
released before their time. They were, therefore, considering the advisability of sending
up more Indians, who had a right to enter the Transvaal, to share the same fate as

1 Vide Vol. VIII, pp. 465-8.
2 Vide Vol. V, p. 368.
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the leaders. It was quite evident that General Smuts had rendered an indirect service
to British Indians throughout South Africa. They had been brought together as never
before, and they had also begun to understand their own position, and to realize that
they must work shoulder to shoulder, and undergo much suffering, if they were to be
recognized as self-respecting men in South Africa.

The reports received from these leaders, through prisoners who had been dis-
charged, were to the effect, said Mr. Gandhi, that they were perfectly cheerful, although
the Government was simply starving them in regard to their diet,by reason of providing
food which was not suited to Indian habits. The leaders stated that they would
continue to be in gaol until the struggle was over, and the just rights of British Indians
in the Transvaal were recognized. Most of them had already been sent out in the
public roads to break stones. Most of the leaders, Mr. Gandhi added, were very
delicate, and Mr. Dawad Mahomed was old, and could hardly lift a weight, but such
was his love for his country, he understood, that he performed the allotted task with
the utmost cheerfulness.

“Do you think the trouble here produces any effect in India?” further queried
the interviewer. Mr. Gandhi answered that he certainly thought it did. The meeting
that was held last January in Bombay under the presidency of His Highness the Aga
Khan was very widely attended. Anglo-Indians and Indians were absolutely united
on this question, and so were Mahomedans, Hindoos, Christians, and Parsees. The
protest made at the Bombay meeting was emphatic and unanimous. Advice[s] lately
received also showed that the treatment in the Transvaal and consequent suffering
had affected British India very deeply. Mr. T.J. Bennett, who was the proprietor of
one of the leading newspapers of India, writing to the London Times, the other day,
had said that during his recent travels in India he found that Indians, rich and poor,
maharajahs and plebeians, resented the treatment very bitterly, and all wondered
what the Imperial Government was doing to allow[sic] it. There was no doubt that
Lord Morley was being pressed, in connection with this question, from many parts
of India. Those in India who were the warmest friends of the Empire had been moving
heaven and earth in order to secure fair treatment in the Transvaal, as, also, indeed,
in South Africa.

Turning now to the local questions affecting Indians, our representative asked
Mr. Gandhi what he thought of the Indian Bills passed during the last session.

To this query, he replied that he would be very much surprised indeed if these
Indian Bills received the Royal assent. They laid down a principle, not of compensation,
but of confiscation. An analogy had been drawn between liquor licensing legislation
at Home and trade licences. Surely there should be no comparison between the two.
Liquor licences were admitted to be an evil, and the cause of national degradation.
Everyone wanted to see public-houses restricted, if not done away with altogether.
Naturally, therefore, there would be, or must be, legislation with reference to these
licences; indeed, with reference to them, the question was one of compensation or no
compensation. All parties were agreed that many public-houses should be closed,
but with reference to trading licences, whatever might be the local prejudices, nobody
could seriously contend that they should be treated on the same footing as liquor
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licences. To his mind, so long as the system of inducing indentured labour from India
was continued, there certainly would be no rest in Natal, so far as Indians were concerned.
Licensing legislation was merely a useless palliative. If indentured immigration were
stopped, they would find that the Indian question would solve itself. There was scope
enough for the present population of Natal, and the European population should
certainly expand without taking the bread away from the mouths of the free Indian
population. But if the system of indenture were continued, there must necessarily
be a forced addition to the Indian population, and, consequently, agitation. Of course,
some of the industries of Natal would, at the commencement, suffer, but he could not
help thinking that it was much better that these industries should suffer than that they
should have an eternal eyesore in the Colony. There might be even a way of compen-
sating these particular industries, but indentured labour should be stopped at the
earliest possible moment.

In this, concluded Mr. Gandhi, Indians could always be relied upon; they were
just as anxious that the system should be stopped as any Colonist could be, and he only
hoped that Mr. Evans, who had commenced his crusade against the system, would
not rest satisfied until it was abolished.

The Natal Mercury, 1-10-1908

41. TELEGRAM TO COLONIAL SECRETARY!

[DurBAN, ]
October 2, 1908

Hon’BLE COLONIAL SECRETARY

P. M. Burg?
NATAL INDIAN  CONGRESS LEARN(s] SOME  BRITISH  INDIANS
ARRIVED PER Governeur. THEY HOLD PROOF RESIDENCE

TRANSVAAL. IMMIGRATION OFFICER DECLINES GRANT EMBARKA -
TION PASSES. SOME PASSENGERS MINOR CHILDREN WHOSE
PARENTS HAVE ARRIVED FROM TRANSVAAL FETCH THEM.
OFFICER3 DECLINES PERMISSION LEGAL ADVISERS SEE PAS-

SENGERS.  CONGRESS  CONSIDERS THIS  UNJUST  AND  CRUEL.
REQUEST][ s ] PERMISSION SEE PASSENGERS AND  REQUEST([S]
INSTRUCTIONS ~ OFFICER  ISSUE ~ EMBARKATION  PASSES.  CONGRESS

GUARANTEES THESE MEN PROCEEDING TRANSVAAL.
NicerLy*

From a photostat of the original draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 4889

1 The telegram was signed by Gandhiji ‘““for sender”. A copy of it was forwarded
to the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies by L. W. Ritch on October 6.

2 Pietermaritzburg

3 The original has ‘officers”.

4 Telegraphic address of the Natal Indian Congress
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““PLEASE, SIR, I WANT SOME MORE!”’

OLIVER GANDHI @



42. CABLE TO S.A.B.1. COMMITTEE!

Dursan,

October 2, 1908
TO
Tue Soutu Arrica BriTisu INDiaN COMMITTEE
Lonpon
CONGRESS STAGGERED. OVER 80 ARRESTS KOMATIPOORT?Z,
THIRTEEN INDIANS FROM BOMBAY  INCLUDING MINOR CHIL-
DREN HOLDING TRANSVAAL CERTIFICATES REFUSED TRANSIT
PASSES PROCEED TRANSVAAL BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT
ACCEPT NEW ACT. TRANSVAAL OFFICIAL THREATENING
THEM. NATAL OFFICIALS HELPING HIM. LEGAL ADVISER
REFUSED  PERMISSION  SEE  THEM.3 CONGRESS  CONSIDERS  THIS
COERCION, RESULT WILL BE MEN DEPRIVED OPPORTUNITY

CONTESTING RIGHT TRANSVAAL COURTS.
NaTaL InpiaAN CONGRESS

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 4913; also Colonial
Office Records: 291/132

43. DRAFT FOR MINISTERS OF RELIGION
[October 2, 190874

We the undersigned Ministers of Religion resident in Johannesburg
being horrified at the alleged treatment of a large number of Indians
on their way from Delagoa Bay to their homes in the Transvaal via
Komatipoort urgently appeal to the Transvaal Government in the names
of Religion and Humanity to forthwith institute careful enquiries into

1 Of the original draft in Gandhiji’s hand which is damaged, only the first
page is available. It ends with the words ‘legal adviser”. The telegram, however, is
available in full in the Colonial Office Records. A copy of it was forwarded by
L. W. Ritch on October 3 to the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies.

2 The original has ‘Komatiepoort”.

3 Romer Robinson, a leading solicitor of Durban, wrote in his letter of Octo-
ber 2, 1908 to the Indian Immigration Restriction Officer: ‘I am told further that
leave for me to visit these Indians as their legal adviser has been refused so that they
are denied even the privilege of a criminal in gaol. Is this so? If not, please give me
written permission to interview them.”

4 The draft appears to have been prepared at about the same time when
Gandhiji sent the ‘““Telegram to Colonial Secretary”, p. 80 and the preceding item.

9-6
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these allegations and in accordance with the evidence obtained to take
such action as will vindicate justice.

We also pray that the religious objections of the Asiatics to cer-
tain elements of prison diet may be respected and that another earnest
effort may be made to effect a satisfactory settlement of the present
difficulties.

Doke
PHiLLIPS
Howarp
TrrcoMBE
CaNoN BERRY
Dr. Hun~TER
BErrRY

LeENDER Brop !

From the original draft in pencil: S.N. 4885

44. NATAL INDENTURED LABOURERS

The [Natal] Advertiser, of Durban, is a determined enemy of the
Indian community. Even so, its editor could not remain unmoved by the
sufferings of the Indian indentured labourers. In a lengthy comment,
he has shown that the condition of Indians under indenture is not
far different from slavery. The members of the Immigration Trust,
which administers the affairs of indentured labourers, are elected by
their white employers. It is these members who appoint the physi-
cians to look after indentured labourers. Whether the labourers are
happy or not depends very largely on the physicians. If the latter in
their turn depend for their livelihood on the employers of inden-
tured labour, they are not generally free to express their own views.
For instance, if a physician certifies that a certain Indian is physi-
cally unfit, the employer will not only be deprived of the benefit of
his labour during the period of his illness, but will also be required to
bear the expenses of his treatment. A physician who discharges his
duty faithfully is thus likely to incur the displeasure of the employer.
When there is conflict between duty and self-interest, most men prefer
the latter. The Advertiser suggests therefore that the physicians should
be free from the control of the employers. The Protector of Indians is
almost in the same predicament as the physician. The Protector is a
member of the Trust Board. Since many of the members of the Board
are themselves employers of indentured labour, the Protector can make
himself heard no more than a reed. The Advertiser states further that

I The names of the signatories are in Gandhiji’s hand.
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an indentured labourer who deserts work has to suffer imprisonment.
Ordinarily, when a servant throws up his job, his employer can only
file a civil suit against him. For the indentured labourer, on the other
hand, no better lot is ordained than imprisonment. Pointing out that
these conditions are the marks of slavery, the editor of the Advertiser
urges the whites of the Colony to stop importation of indentured labour
from India and to amend the regulations relating to indenture. This
is a fine opportunity to secure some improvement in the conditions of
indentured labourers. We believe, however, that no improvement of any
real value is possible. The best way is to stop the system of indenture.
Indian newspapers have published the experiences of an indentured
labourer in Mauritius. We summarize these elsewhere.! Probably the
reports are somewhat exaggerated. It is certain, however, that the
condition of indentured labourers 1is utterly miserable. Indian
indentured labourers are not found to be happy in any part of the
world. A study of world history tells us that at first slaves were
generally kept as a substitute for cattle and were treated as such, and that
as soon as legalized slavery had disappeared, thanks to the powerful
influence of the British people, it was reintroduced in other forms. In
all such places, or in the neighbourhood of such places, where Indians
or members of other communities are employed at present to work
under a system of indenture, it was the practice formerly to employ
slaves. It is natural for the rich to want to control others by force.
The only way to prevent the suffering which may result from this
tendency of theirs is to limit their powers by law. In other words, the
method of exploiting human labour under a system of indenture
should be prohibited by law. Therefore, the main duty of Natal Indians
in this matter is to start an agitation on a big scale, to adopt satyagraha,
if necessary, and bring the system of indenture to an end.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

45. REAL EDUCATION

We have sometimes been told, orally and in writing, that the
satyagraha campaign in the Transvaal, which we have been sponsor-
ing and for which we have been making sacrifices, is all a vain effort.
These advisers of ours argue, moreover, that there is no justification
for such an effort for the sake of the handful of Indians who live in
South Africa. And in any case, [they say,] Indians will have no choice
in the end but to leave this country. It will then be found that we had
been building on foundations of sand.

1 Not reproduced here
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Such reflections have given rise to doubts in the minds of some of
our readers. Let us consider this matter a little.

We have no hesitation in saying that the argument is entirely
fallacious. Those who advance it do not understand the deep signi-
ficance and the marvellous power of satyagraha. It is a counsel of
despair to say that Indians will be forced to leave South Africa in the
end. We visualize no such possibility. If the Indian community can
practise satyagraha even in a small measure, there is no reason why
it should have to leave this country.

But, even if it is obliged to leave the country, it will have al-
ready enjoyed the fruits of satyagraha. That one can secure one’s rights
through satyagraha is not the reason why it is practised. Securing one’s
rights is one of the results, but satyagraha can be offered without think-
ing of the result. As for efforts of other kinds, we count them wasted if
there are no results. For instance, if a man aims at seizing the property
of another by killing him, and fails either to kill him or to get the
property, he will feel frustrated and, maybe, will himself have to face
death. In satyagraha, it makes no difference whether the result is
achieved or not. For, there is no cause for frustration in the event of
failure. In the case of the Transvaal agitation, even if the obnoxious
law had continued to be in force, those who resorted to satyagraha
would have ever remained victorious. Their efforts would have done the
community no harm. Putting the same thing in another way, we can
say that satyagraha is a kind of education in the real sense of the term.
If we undergo education with a specific object in view, such as earn-
ing our livelihood, the education that has been received will not
be wasted even though we fail to earn our livelihood through it. In
like manner, the invaluable education—the benefit—received through
the strengthening of will power which results from our adherence to
truth and suffering hardships for its sake, is never lost. Those who
became satyagrahis, and have remained so, will reap the benefits of
satyagraha in any part of the world where they may go.

If, moreover, we look closely into the result of satyagraha, we shall
find that it is always the same, that it is invariably good. If on any
occasion we fail to discover such a result, it will not be because of any
imperfection in satyagraha as such, but because people might not have
been steadfast in their satyagraha.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908



46. OUR AIM

It is the object of those, both whites and Indians, who are engaged
in publishing this paper, to serve the entire human race. There is an
obvious reason why the first duty of the whites and of the Indians living
in Pheenix is to serve the Indian community. Indians must, of
course, serve India. If, instead of doing that, anyone were to claim
that he was dedicated to the service of mankind as a whole, it would
be nothing more than a pretence—it would be no service, or anything
that could be called service. The whites who have joined us were
formerly engaged in their own avocations. There was no need for
them to offer their services to the white community. Wishing to renounce
their selfish pursuits and to devote themselves to the service of others,
they decided to join the journal. That is how we look at the matter.

But we cannot be content with merely bringing out a paper.
Those who have chosen to settle in Phoenix wish to educate themselves
and to extend the benefits of their education to the entire Indian
people. With this end in view, those members of the journal’s staff
who can teach devote a part of their time to the education of the
children living in Phceenix. That arrangement has been in force for
several months past. The members engaged in this teaching work neither
receive nor expect payment.

The number of children at Pheenix is so small that it has not
been found necessary to have a separate school building for them.
Mr. Cordes! has offered the use of his building for the purpose.

Teaching is done through both Gujarati and English. Attention is
paid to the simultaneous development of mind and body. Special empha-
sis is laid on strengthening the moral character of pupils.

We aim at making such education available to all Indian chil-
dren. Our chief object is to provide education to those children only
who may live in Pheenix. For, it is not good for children to have one
standard of behaviour in the school and another at home.

Some who have heard of this school have expressed a desire to
send their children to Phcoenix. But we are not in a position to meet
their request for want of residential and school accommodation faci-
lities.

We do not have the resources for putting up the required buildings.
The buildings need money. We therefore invite the views of those

1' A German theosophist who was attached to Gandhiji and was for some
time in charge of the school at Pheenix; he died at Sevagram in 1960.
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among our readers who believe that a school along the lines indi-
cated above should be established. If they offer us monetary help, we
shall be prepared to put up a building for the school as also a hostel.
Trustees may be appointed to supervise the expenditure to be incur-
red and the accounts of all expenditure on construction of buildings
may be published. This is a big undertaking and it is after long delibera-
tion, therefore, that we place the matter before our readers.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

47. JOHANNESBURG LETTER!

RustoMJEE’S MESSAGE

On behalf of the prisoners, Mr. Rustomjee has sent a message that
“instead of taking any hasty step to seek a compromise, we should
obtain everyone’s signature’’. These are his own words. They show the
prisoners’ courage, and point out their duty to Indians.

WARNING

On receipt of a report that a steamer named Governeur was due
to arrive in Durban with Indian passengers aboard, and that
Mr. Chamney would receive applications from them on board the
steamer, telegraphic instructions were sent to Mr. Ismail Manga,
Mr. Ismail Halimbhai, Mr. Hormusji Edulji, Mr. Nanji Durlabhadas
and Mr. Vrijdas Lalchand that they should warn the Delagoa Bay
passengers not to walk into the trap laid by the Government. They
should be asked to disembark at Durban and proceed thence to the
Transvaal to join the movement there. Owing to an error of a day
in calculation, no one could be deputed specially for the purpose.
Mr. Cama and Mr. Nagadi had got ready to go.

PrisoNnERs’ DIET

The British Indian Association and the Government are still at
odds with each other with regard to the prisoners’ diet. There are now
two complaints instead of one. As for mealie pap at breakfast,
Mr. Cachalia has already taken up the issue [with the authorities].
But it is stated now by the Director of Prisons that food arrange-
ments differ from prison to prison. The Government has been asked to
supply copies of the different manuals on this subject.

1 Gandhiji was in Durban during this period and could not have written about
happenings in the Transvaal at the same time. Only those portions of the dispatch
therefore which can be reasonably attributed to him are given here.
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“DaiLy MaiL”> COMMENT

Commenting on this in its issue of Saturday last, the [Rand]
Daily Mail observes that there is no uniform scale for Indian prisoners
throughout the Colony. This is quite surprising. In one of the prisons,
Indians are allowed a diet to which they are used. Elsewhere they are
given maize flour and animal fat which they can refuse only on pain of
being starved. The complaint, the journal thinks, deserves to be attend-
ed to. An orthodox Hindu will prefer to die rather than touch to ani-
mal fat. When men are sentenced in this country, they are not sentenced
to starvation. If a white prisoner, who happens to be a vegetarian, were
asked to accept non-vegetarian diet or starve, or if a Jew were asked to
accept animal fat or go without food, there would be an uproar; or, if
whisky and soda were to be offered to those who never take them, on
pain of their having to go thirsty if they did not accept them, there
would be a big outcry. In whatever gaols Indian prisoners are
lodged, they must get their rice and ghee.

CuamNeEy UNFIT?

Mr. Gandhi has often told General Smuts that Mr. Chamney is quite
unfit for the post he is holding.! It was a good thing that Mr. Bhaiji was
sentenced to a month’s imprisonment. I congratulate him. But why
should Mr. Bhaiji have been sentenced when Mr. Mulji Patel and
Mr. Harilal Gandhi were discharged? Mr. Bhaiji, too, holds [both]
the permit [and] the register. He is also, like the other two, entitled
to apply under the new Act. That Mr. Bhaiji does not intend to
apply is quite another matter. But the Government had in fact no power
to arrest him for two months. Mr. Polak has criticized this case in very
strong terms. It has brought us nothing but gain. However, my object
in referring to this matter is [to show] that it may perhaps be neces-
sary for the British Indian Association to petition for the removal of
Mr. Chamney. I do not want Mr. Chamney to be deprived of his means
of livelihood, but an officer who is altogether ignorant of his duty can
do no good to the community.

Looking at the matter from another point of view, we feel that the
Indian community has profited by Mr. Chamney’s ignorance. Had he
not been guilty of serious errors, we would not have won our freedom
so soon in the measure that we have done. In regard to the issues still
pending, we shall be free quite soon, thanks to Mr. Chamney’s errors.

COURAGEOUS LETTER

“A Poor Indian Harassed by the Law”, whose letter I gave
earlier,? has now assumed the name, ‘““A Dauntless Soldier of Satya-

! Vide Vol. VI, p. 412, Vol. VIL, pp. 359 & 410.
2 Vide *‘Johannesburg Letter”, pp. 65-6.
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graha’; and written to say that he did not write that letter in a
defeatist mood. He had only given expression to the thoughts of
many. As for himself, he will not allow his mind to be influenced by
considerations of health or money. He would welcome whatever suffer-
ing might be inflicted [on him] in the faith that all that we do must be
for the [common] good. Anyone [he goes on to say,] who clings to
satyagraha with courage and faith in truth is bound to win.

I congratulate this satyagrahi, and hope that he will remain firm
till the end.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 3-10-1908

48. CABLE TO S.A.B.I. COMMITTEE

JOHANNESBURG,
October 3, 1908

TO

Tue Soutu Arrica BritisH INDiIAN COMMITTEE

[LonDon]

FIFTYEIGHT INDIANS PROSECUTED KOMATIPOORT!, IMMIGRA-
TION ACT READ WITH NEW ACT ON ACCOUNT ENTERING
COLONY WITHOUT MAKING APPLICATION OUTSIDE COLONY
UNDER  LATTER. ALL  POSSESSED PEACE  PRESERVATION  PER-
MITS MILNER REGISTRATIONS OR OTHER AUTHORITY TO
ENTER. ALL LONG  DOMICILED TRANSVAAL  JUST  RETURNED
VISIT INDIA SENTENCED TWO MONTHS OR TWENTY
POUNDS ADDITIONAL DEPORTATION ORDER NOTWITHSTANDING
RIGHT UNDER UNREPEALED  ASIATIC ACT TO APPLY  REGIS-
TRATION EIGHT DAYS AFTER ENTERING. SEVENTEEN
MINORS AVERAGE AGE ELEVEN CHILDREN AFORESAID DETAINED.
COMMUNITY INFURIATED. OLD RESIDENTS THEIR CHILDREN
TREATED AS  PROHIBITED  IMMIGRANTS. LARGE  INTERESTS AT
STAKE. PEOPLE OUGHT NOT BE DEPORTED. COMMUNITY
FIRM ABOUT REPEAL OLD ACT, PROVISION FREE ENTRY
CULTURED INDIANS  UNDER  STRICTEST ADMINISTRATIVE  TEST.

IMMENSE  SUFFERING  ANTICIPATED.
M. K. GanpHI

Colonial Office Records: 291/132; also Governor’s Office File: 18/1/1908—
Part III and Indian Opinion, 10-10-1908.

1 The original has ‘“Komatiepoort”.



49. CABLE TO S.A.BI. COMMITTEE

JOHANNESBURG,
October 5, 1908
TO
Tue SoutH ArricA BriTisu INDIAN COMMITTEE
LonponN

TRANSVAAL RETURNING INDIANS VIA DELAGOA BAY FROM VISIT
INDIA  WITH  FAMILIES INCLUDED BROTHER LATE  CHAIRMAN
ASSOCIATION, WIFE, BABIES, MOTHER AGED 80 PaArALYTIC.! 17
MINORS REMOVED TRAIN KOMATIPOORT? WHERE 80 MEN, WOMEN,
CHILDREN HERDED SMALL FILTHY ROOM. WOMEN BABIES EXPOSED
OPEN AIR WHOLE NIGHT AND DAY ALL FOODLESS TWO DAYS.
WOMEN, BABIES ALLOWED PROCEED STARVING OWING MAHOMEDAN
FAST. REMAINDER CONVEYED KAFIR TRUCKS, BARBERTON WHERE
POLICE PREVENTED LOCAL INDIANS SUPPLYING FOOD. OBLIGED
ENGAGE SOLICITOR. MINORS STILL DETAINED. ALTERNATIVES CHARITY
LOCAL COMMUNITY GAOL. URGENTLY BEG IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT
INTERVENE STOP BARBAROUS INHUMAN TREATMENT. RELIGIOUSLY
UNCLEAN FOOD  SUPPLIED SOME  GAOLS CONSEQUENT  PARTIAL

STARVATION.
M. K. GANDHI

Colonial Office Records: 291/132; also Governor’s Office File: 18/1/1908—
Part III

50. LETTER TO J. J. DOKE

Kine Epwarp’s HoTEL,3
VOLKSRUST,
Thursday [October 8, 1908]

DEAR MR. DOKE,

I received your note* at Phcenix. The expected has happened.
I think it is well. I have arrived just in time. There were serious
differences between two sections here. They are by no means over yet.

I The original has a comma here.

2 The original has ‘“Komatiepoort”.

3 This was the name Gandhiji gave to the Volksrust prison, where he was
interned on October 7, 1908.

4 The reference is to Doke’s letter of September 30; vide Appendix VI.



90 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

You will say I have accepted the hospitality before the ‘settings’ were
finished. I think it was better that I should do that than that the invi-
tation should be rejected for the sake of the ‘settings’. And after all
I have done nothing.

For six days I may carry on correspondence. If you think I should
answer any questions, you may write.

I must now stop as I have been called away to give digit impress-
ions.

Please excuse me to Olive! for not writing.

I am,
Yours sincerely,

M. K. Ganpu1

From the original in Gandhiji’s hand: G.N. 4093
Courtesy: C. M. Doke

51. WHY IS RELEASE OF BUSINESSMEN DELAYED?

Many Indians have been asking this question. The answer is that
our satyagraha is imperfect. A satyagraha campaign obeys the rule
of three. We can load a cart in proportion to its strength. If over-
loaded, the cart may give way. The same holds good in the case of the
satyagraha cart. The businessmen have gone to gaol for the sake of
the community. To be sure, the cart of their sufferings will carry the
load of other Indians’ happiness. But it will move forward rapidly if
others put their hands to the wheel. If no men come forward for this,
the cart will be stranded on the way. Not that it will break. But it
may take time to reach the destination. Satyagraha is in no way to
blame for this. The continued delay shows that the satyagraha is not
as intensive as it should be. Because of this the cart has slowed down.
If more men come forward to join satyagraha, the end will come quite
soon. This is simple enough.

In Natal, hundreds of Indians went to see the businessmen off.
Many of them expressed readiness to follow them. But now that the
time has come, only 13 have come forward. Many showed themselves
ready for work. Now that the time has arrived, they are not to be found
anywhere. Everyone seems to ask what he himself would gain, forgetting
that satyagraha can be offered only to advance the interests of others.
One need not even be conscious that the interests of others include one’s
own. Natal has not acted in this manner, though it is not to blame for

I Doke’s daughter, later a missionary in Northern Rhodesia, who, on Septem-

ber 30, had written to Gandhiji wishing him ‘“‘very many happy returns” on his
birthday, October 2.
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this. It only shows that we have not had enough experience, that we lack
the capacity to suffer, that we lack knowledge. We shall acquire these
things in due course. Meanwhile, we need not grow impatient if there
is delay in achieving the desired result in any particular case.

For the present, those who understand what satyagraha means should
remain steadfast in it. Even if only one man isleft, he can continue
satyagraha. He will have done his whole duty. One can do no more.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 10-10-1908

52. SOME PROBLEMS OF NATAL

We think the condition of Natal Indians is deteriorating day by
day. The present Government here is altogether bad, unsure of its
ground and indifferent to Indians.

Traders will begin to experience hardships in regard to licences.

The poll-tax on labourers whose indenture has expired is an oppres-
sive burden.

Those who are slaving under the system of indenture are treated
harshly by their masters.

New restrictive laws continue to be enacted.

Grants-in-aid to schools have been reduced. Boys above the age
of fourteen are not allowed to be admitted.

What should be done to remedy all this? Should a petition be
made ? Will it do any good ? What if it does not? If satyagraha is
advised, should all of them act collectively or each group for itself?

We should patiently seek answers to all these questions. A petition
must certainly be made. But it should have some sanctions behind it.
These sanctions can be created by satyagraha.

But satyagraha can be offered only by a man who understands
truth. If we knew what truth meant and acted accordingly, there would
have been no such hardships as those mentioned above. How, then,
can we offer satyagraha? The answer is that resistance through satya-
graha itself implies that we gradually learn to follow truth. Our grievan-
ces will disappear in the measure in which we cultivate truthfulness.

We shall consider some time later how satyagraha can be offered
in particular situations.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 10-10-1908



53. PRISONERS’ CONDITION!

Saturday [October 10, 1908]

Just as in January [1908] the Johannesburg prison had overflowed
with Indians, this time it is Volksrust gaol which has overflowed. More
Indians are coming in. Today there are 37 in gaol, from among whom
the following 17 persons are serving sentences of imprisonment:

Messrs Dawad Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee, M. C. Anglia,
Shapurji Randeria, Sorabji Shapurji, Azam Sedu Patel —all these have
been sentenced to three months each — and Messrs Kazi Kalamian
Dadamian, Omar Osman, Mulji Uka Mayavasi, Ibrahim Hoosen,
Ismail Essop, Vally Amodji Randerwala, Mohanlal Parmananddas
Killawala, Harishanker Ishwar Joshi, Mohanlal Narbheram Goshalia,
Surendrarai Bapubhai Medh and Umiyashanker Manchharam Shelat,
each serving a six-week term.

The following 19 persons are awaiting trial. Instead of applying
for bail, they are refreshing themselves in gaol:

Messrs Mavji Karsanji Kothari, Ratanshi Mulji Sodha, Khatri
Damodar Durlabh Gandevi, Khatri Dahya Narasi, Zinabhai Vallabhbhai
Ugi, Bhikhabhai Kalyanji Ugi, Lalbhai Nathubhai, Vasanji Lalbhai,
Moonsami Elleri, Mulji Ratanji, Hira Mulji, Raghavji Ragunath Mehta,
Ravikrishna Talevantsingh, Davji Ahmed, Karsan Jogi, Lakshman
Vartachalan, Morar Makan, Pakiri Naidoo and M. K. Gandhi.

From among these, Mr. Mavji Karsanji Kothari got himselfreleased
on bail only today, with everyone’s consent, and left for the town. The
object is to have a close watch kept on the trains arriving from Durban.
It appears that three Madrasis have applied in Charlestown for sub-
mission to the Act. Since it was felt necessary that such persons should
be acquainted with the true position, it was decided to apply for bail
for Mr. Mavji. After he is imprisoned, some other arrangement will
have to be made.

“RAMZAN SHARIF”’

All the Muslim prisoners are duly observing the Ramzan?. Mr. Kazi
brings them food specially prepared for the purpose. The Governor
[of the prison] has granted special permission for this. Permission has

1 This appears to have been written from Volksrust lock-up where Gandhiji,
arrested on October 7, was awaiting trial. It was published as ‘“From Our Special
Representative’” at Volksrust.

2 The 9th month of the Muslim year Hijr, during which the Muslims fast from
sunrise to sunset
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also been granted for keeping a clock and a light in their cell. All of
them are particular about the namaz!, and pass the time cheerfully.

Work IN GaoL

Those who are observing roza? and other Indians as well are being
given very little work for the present. Mr. Shelat and Mr. Medh work
as cooks. The rest engage themselves in cleaning the cells or such
other miscellaneous work, which they do not find hard or difficult in any
way. If anyone is found to be ill, he is totally exempted from work.
All the officers, including the gaoler, behave well. One need not take
off one’s cap, but may only salute. This is a mere trifle. Taking off
the head-gear is more convenient for those who wear a hat. But I am
reporting this just to show that even in a matter like this, the officers
do not harass anyone. Orders have been issued permitting the Parsees
to wear their customary shirt and sacred thread as well as their own
cap.

Prison DiItET

By way of food, one gets mealie pap in the morning, plenty of rice
with a green vegetable (such as cabbage, etc.) for the midday meal,
and rice in the same quantity with beans in the evening. Since food is
cooked by the prisoners themselves, it is quite eatable. Apart from the
nuisance of mealie pap, this diet can be considered deficient only in
respect of ghee. The regulations here do not provide for any ghee or fat
to Indians. A complaint has therefore been made to the physician,
and he has promised to look into it. So there is reason to hope that the
inclusion of ghee will be ordered. Most of the prisoners take mealie pap
—some more, some less.

Fasting

Mr. Ratanshi Sodha, however, does not eat anything. He and
the other Indians with him joined [us] on Wednesday. He ate some-
thing on the train on Wednesday, after which he had nothing, except
a small quantity of groundnut once. He has been fasting thus just to
please himself. He intends to miss a few more meals. He does not
show that he dislikes the food served here. He is only making an
experiment to find out how long he can fast.

GaoL BuiLpinc

Indians are so happy in gaol that one should think of it only as a
palace. It is well built, too. It is constructed of stone. The cells
are large. Ventilation is satisfactory. There is an open courtyard in

1 Prayers offered by Muslims always facing the west
2 Fast during Ramzan



94 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

the middle, with a flooring of black stone. For bathing there are three
showers. Water pours out of these in large quantities, enabling one to
have a very good bath. Under-trial prisoners are given bread and sugar
in addition. The courtyard is covered with a barbed-wire netting. In
spite of strict arrangements, two Negroes once escaped by breaking
through the tin roof. Hence, there is now a strong iron ceiling.

DEPORTED

Messrs Zinabhai Vallabhbhai, Bhikha Kalyan and Mahomed
Hoosen were ordered to be deported. Before they were deported yester-
day, they were unnecessarily locked up in the gaol for 13 days. Of
these, Mr. Zinabhai and Mr. Bhikhabhai returned as soon as they were
put across the border. They spent the night yesterday in the Volksrust
police station. They were welcomed here today. As for Mr. Mahomed
Hoosen Konkani, he got cold feet and stuck to Charlestown.

SORABJI AND AzaM

These two have become seasoned with long terms of imprisonment.
They were deported today at 3 o’clock, for no apparent reason. How-
ever, they were to return the moment they were put on the other side,
so that the affair will turn out to be merely a joke on the part of the
Government.

Sunday [October 11, 1908]

Both these brave soldiers of India who have fought many a battle
returned as soon as they reached the other side. The moment they were
put across, they jumped over into the Transvaal without so much as a
second’s interval, were arrested by the same gentleman who had gone
with them to put them across the border, and again entered King
Edward’s Hotel. All the Indians of Charlestown had turned up to
receive them. They were disappointed. They did not even have the
opportunity to arrange a party for them. The poor Chinaman, who was
deported along with Mr. Sorabji and Mr. Azam, was dragged away by
a Charlestown officer. This shows that Indians have risen in the esti-
mation of others. The whites do feel a little afraid of them. The court
can do nothing to the Chinaman, and the Immigration Officer has no
authority to restrain him.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908



54. PETITION TO RESIDENT MAGISTRATE!

VorksrusT GaoL,
October 11, 1908

THE RESIDENT MAGISTRATE
VOLKSRUST

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED PRISONERS AT
HIS MAJESTY’S GAOL AT VOLKSRUST

HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT:

Your petitioners are prisoners at His Majesty’s gaol at Volksrust
either serving imprisonment or awaiting trial.
Your petitioners are British Indians.

Your petitioners find on perusing the diet scale for British Indians
that no fat is at all supplied with their food.

The scale consists merely of mealie pap, vegetables and rice for
convicted prisoners, bread being added to the above for prisoners await-
ing trial.

Your petitioners find that natives are regularly supplied with fat
and Europeans with meat which contains the requisite amount of fat.?

In the humble opinion of your petitioners, the diet supplied to
British Indian prisoners is medically deficient by reason of the absence
of fat in the Indian diet scale.

Moreover, your petitioners for religious reasons are unable to take
animal food or fat prepared from meat,? and therefore, on meat days
remain without meat or its substitute.*

1 Gandhiji drew up the petition originally in his hand and then evidently
dictated a slightly modified draft which was later adopted. This was further revised
before submission.

2 The first draft here read: ‘‘Your petitioners find that Europeans and natives
are regularly supplied with fat.”

3 The first draft did not have the words: ‘“‘or fat prepared from meat”.

4 Here followed the paragraphs below, which were in both the drafts, but were
finally omitted:

“Your petitioners who are Mahomedans have been graciously permitted during

the past few days, it being their fasting month, to receive food from outside.

“Owing to the said permission, the hardship due to the absence of fat and a

substitute for meat has been confined to a few.

‘“But now by reason of the advent of many more, the difficulty has become
serious.”



96 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Your petitioners have often complained of the above deficiency
but owing to the advent of a large number of other Indians, the
hardship has become serious.!

Your petitioners therefore pray that

(I) ghee may be added to the ordinary Indian scale and

(2) a vegetarian substitute in the shape of lentils or green vege-

tables may be authorised for meat on meat days.

Your petitioners further pray that should permission of the
Director of Prisons be deemed necessary, you will be pleased to tele-
graph or telephone the contents hereof for the requested relief.

And for this act of justice, etc.

Dawup MAHOMED
PARSEE RUSTOMJEE
M. C. AncLia

M. K. GanbpHI

and 33 others?

From a photostat of the original handwritten office copy: S.N. 4893

55. TO SATYAGRAHIS AND OTHER INDIANS3

[VorLksrusT Gaor,
October 13, 1908]

Since I shall have no opportunity of writing for Indian Opinion
during the time I shall be serving a sentence of imprisonment, I take
the liberty of addressing a few words to satyagrahis and other Indians.

Those who are outside carry a greater responsibility than those in
gaol. In fact, the real trouble will have to be faced by those who
want to serve sincerely from outside. The hardships of gaol life are
mostly imaginary. Here I find everyone as happy as a bird the whole
day long. The occasional harassment by inconsiderate officers can
be remedied immediately. I hope therefore that no Indian will fight
shy of going to gaol for the sake of the motherland.

Satyagraha is both easy and difficult. I think it should be easy
by now for everyone to see that every grievance can be remedied if we
make it a point to follow nothing but the truth. It is difficult to observe
truth—to suffer in order to put an end to suffering. And yet, the more

1 This paragraph, not found in the first draft, was introduced in the second
during revision.

2 Of the 37 signatories, 21 signed in English, 10 in Gujarati, one in Tamil
and five affixed their thumb-impressions.

3 This message was sent by Gandhiji on October 13 from the lock-up at
Volksrust, before his trial on October 14.
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I think, the more I see that there isno other way than that of satyagraha
for us to fight our ills and those of others. I even feel that the world
has no other really effective remedy to offer. Be that as it may, we
at least have realized that it is better to win through satyagraha.
Consequently, I am hopeful that, if all the Indians persevere and carry
through what they have begun, we shall have earned afresh the title of
“brave pioneers”!.

Let us constantly remind ourselves that all the nations that have
risen high have braved extreme suffering. If we want to rise high, we
must adopt the same means.

We must realize what a heavy responsibility we have assumed by
sending the Natal businessmen to gaol. It is not too much that, following
them, we should embrace poverty. They have not gone [to gaol] to
serve their own interests.

Every Indian who goes to gaol must realize that he expects to
serve no personal interests thereby. He should know that even after
having been to gaol, he may not remain in the Transvaal. Everyone
must sacrifice his own interests in order to safeguard those of the
community, uphold its honour and its good name.

This campaign knows no distinctions of Hindus, Muslims,
Parsis, Christians, Bengalis, Madrasis, Gujaratis, Punjabis and others.
All of us are Indians, and are fighting for India. Those who do not
realize this are not servants but enemies of the motherland.

I am,

M. K. GanpuI
Satyagrahi

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908

56. TULSIDASA’S “RAMAYANA?
[Before October 14, 1908]

A SuMMARY

These days India’s sons go abroad in large numbers. In a foreign
country, not everyone can be conscious always of his particular religion.

1 The original has arambhe shoora, meaning ‘‘brave beginners”, a Gujarati phrase
which is generally used by way of reproach, referring to those who begin a task
bravely but leave it unfinished. Gandhiji, however, uses it here in a good sense.

2This appeared among the advertisement columns of Indian Opinion. The
notice was presumably drafted by Gandhiji. Evidently, this and the following two
items were written by Gandhiji before October 14, when he was tried and sentenced
to two months’ imprisonment.

9-7
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This is especially so in the case of Hindus. The present writer is of the
view that it is the duty not merely of the Hindus alone but also of all
Indians to acquaint themselves with the essentials of Hinduism in its
common form.

Hinduism, in its general spirit, is a religion which everyone will
find acceptable. It is essentially an ethical religion. From this point of
view, it may be said that all religions are equally true, since there can
be no religion divorced from ethics.

Be that as it may, the general spirit of Hinduism is most vividly
reflected in the Ramayana. The original Ramayana is in Sanskrit. Few
people read it. It has been translated into many languages of the world.
The work [also] exists in all the prakrits! of India. If we examine all
these translations, none can equal the Hindi Ramayana by Tulsidasa.
Really speaking, Tulsidasa’s work is not a translation. His devotion
to God was so profound that instead of translating, he poured forth his
own heart. Apart from Madras, there is hardly any part of India where
we find a single Hindu totally ignorant of Tulsidasa’s Ramayana. This
wonderful work, however, is not read in its entirety by everyone settled
in a foreign land (not even by everyone in India). There is no time to
do so. If such works are published in an abridged form, they may prove
beneficial to the Indian people. With this idea in mind, it has been
decided to bring out an abridgement of Tulsidasa’s Ramayana. The first
canto of the book will shortly be before the public. It is not our
intention that this abridged version should be used as a substitute for
the original Ramayana [of Tulsidasa]. The object rather is that, after
reading the shorter version, those who have time on their hands and
who are saturated with love of God may go on to the original. The
abridgement does not leave out any portion of the main narrative.
But interpolations, long descriptions and some portion from the subsi-
diary parts have been omitted.

We wish that every Indian goes devoutly through the summary
which we are placing before the public, reflect over it, and assimilate
the ethical principles so vividly set out in it. We shall consider our
effort to have been duly rewarded if this abridged Ramayana is read in
every Indian home in the evenings and during periods of leisure at
other times.

The other cantos will be published as their printing proceeds. They
can be got bound together in the end. The price has been deliberately
kept as low as possible, with a view to placing the work within the
reach of every Indian.

1 Forms of Sanskrit representing a stage towards the evolution of the modern
languages of Northern and Central India. Here the word is used for the regional
languages of India.
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It is the duty of every Indian to know the Hindi script and lang-
uage. There is hardly any other book as helpful as the Ramayana for a
study of the general form of that language.

Price 1s.  Postage 1d.

International Printing Press, Pheenix, Natal.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908

57. THE STRUGGLE
[Before October 14, 1908]

It appears our struggle is drawing to a conclusion, for the
Government is resorting to more oppressive measures. The deportation
of Mr. Sorabji and Mr. Azam, their immediate return, the swiftness with
which sentences were passed on them, the sentences of imprisonment
against 58 Indians in Barberton, their deportation—all this shows that
the Government is coming to the end of its tether. Its resources are
getting exhausted. It is using up all its ammunition. But it should be
remembered that things become very difficult as we near the end, and
that the last stage is always hard to go through. All other difficulties
can be borne, but they must be heroic souls indeed who can face the
difficulties of the last stage. We therefore hope that Indians will not
be deterred even by these.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908

58. TO SOME INDIANS
[Before October 14, 1908]

Some Indians in the Transvaal, Natal and other parts of South
Africa have become confirmed addicts to drink. Not only is this
against religion, but it has also a debilitating effect both on body and
mind. It will be difficult for those who have formed this evil habit to
join the satyagraha campaign. We do not wish to write about the evils
of drinking. Much has been written about the subject already. We
shall only say that those who have formed this harmful habit should
strive to get rid of it. If not, they will bring unnecessary suffering to
others; and very often they will find themselves unable to give their
services to a good cause, however much they may wish.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908



59. LETTER TO 7. 7. DOKE

[VoLksrusT,]
Wednesday [October 14, 1908]

DEAR MR. DOKE,

I am writing this from the Court House. I had hoped to be able
to send you something! before I was fixed up. But I have been too
busy otherwise. I thank you very much for your good wishes. My sole
trust is in God. I am therefore quite cheerful.?

I am,
Yours truly,
M. K. GanpH1
From the original in Gandhiji’s hand: G. N. 4092
Courtesy: C. M. Doke
60. MESSAGE TO INDIAN YOUTH?
[VOLKSRUST,

October 14, 1908]*

I am not sure that I have any right to send a message to those
with whom I have never come into personal contact, but it has been
desired and I consent. These, then, are my thoughts:

The struggle in the Transvaal is not without its interest for India.
We are engaged in raising men who will give a good account of them-
selves in any part of the world. We have undertaken the struggle on the
following assumptions:

I Doke, who was gathering material for his book, M. K. Gandhi: An Indian Patriot
in South Africa, had written to Gandhiji on October 9, evidently in response to his letter
of October 8: ““If you are able to carry me forward from the Battle of Spion Kop,
I shall be grateful. In your leisure moments from ‘hard labour’, try and note down
all you can remember step by step. Even if you can do it during these few days
of grace, it will be a great thing.” Vide also Appendix VI.

2 In his book, Doke quotes the last two sentences as having been written just
before the case against Gandhiji came up for hearing on October 14, 1908.

3 While quoting this, Doke wrote: I invited him to send a message through
these pages to young men of his native land,” and claimed to have received it in
writing. Vide M. K. Gandhi: An Indian Patriot in South Africa, Ch. XX.

4 In Doke’s book, this message is assigned to “October 1908”. It is likely that this
was written on October 14, the day Gandhiji was sentenced.
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(1) Passive Resistance is always infinitely superior to physical
force.

(2) There is no inherent barrier between Europeans and Indians
anywhere.

(3) Whatever may have been the motives of the British rulers in
India, there is a desire on the part of the nation at large to see
that justice is done. It would be a calamity to break the con-
nection between the British people and the people of India.
If we are treated as, or assert our right to be treated as, free
men, whether in India or elsewhere, the connection between
the British people and the people of India can not only be
mutually beneficial, but is calculated to be of enormous
advantage to the world religiously, and, therefore, socially
and politically. In my opinion, each nation is the complement
of the other.

Passive Resistance in connection with the Transvaal struggle I
should hold justifiable on the strength of any of these propositions. It
may be a slow remedy, but I regard it as an absolutely sure remedy,
not only for our ills in the Transvaal, but for all the political and other
troubles from which our people suffer in India.

M. K. Gandhi: An Indian Patriot in South Africa

61. TRIAL OF DAWJFEE AMOD AND OTHERS!

[VOLKSRUST,
October 14, 1908]

On Wednesday last, before Mr. De Villiers, A.R.M., Mr. Mentz prosecuting,
Dawjee Amod was charged as a prohibited immigrant for entering the Colony
without having previously made application under the new Registration Act
(No. 36 of 1908) from outside the Colony. Mr. Gandhi defended, and pleaded
not guilty. Accused had previously entered the Colony, producing a permit and
registration certificate and had been arrested. He had afterwards promised to leave
he Colony and apply for registration under the new Act from Natal, but when
Corporal Cameron had shown him the form of application, he had refused to leave
the Colony, and was re-arrested.

In cross-examination, Corporal Cameron admitted that the accused did not
fall within sub-sections 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of section 2 of the Immigration Act, nor
was there any removal order against him. He had no reason to suppose the
documents produced were not the lawful property of the accused.

1 This was published along with the report of Gandhiji’s trial, under the heading,
“Volksrust Again: Mr. Gandhi Sentenced”, as ‘“Special to Indian Opinion”. For the trial
of Gandbhiji, vide the following item.
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Mr. Gandhi said that the accused could choose to enter under the unrepealed
Asiatic Act, No. 2 of 1907, and that he could not be a prohibited immigrant when
he produced his permit. He did not come under sub-section 4 of section 2 of the
Immigration Act.

The Magistrate found the accused guilty, but said he appeared to have been
influenced not to leave the Colony. Accused was sentenced to pay a fine of £15 or
go to gaol with hard labour for one month.

Karson Jogi and eight others, including two minors, were similarly charged.
They were similarly sentenced, except Hirji Mulji, a boy of about 12 years, who
was sentenced to pay a fine of £5 or go to jail without hard labour for 14 days.

Ratanji Sodha, Mawji Karsonji, Ravikrishna Talwantsingh, and Ratanji
Rugnath were also charged as prohibited immigrants, pleading not guilty. The first
three claimed to enter the Colony under the education test, whilst the first two
and Ratanji Rugnath claimed pre-war residence. Mawji Karsonji claimed also to
enter as an ex-member of His Majesty’s Volunteer Forces, holding a medal issued
to him for services rendered during the Boer War. Ravikrishna was born in South
Africa.

Giving evidence on behalf of the accused, Mr. Gandhi said he took the sole
responsibility for having advised them to enter the Colony. They had largely been
influenced by his advice, though no doubt they had used their own judgment. He
thought that, in giving that advice, he had consulted the best interests of the State.

Cross-examined: He asked accused to enter at a public meeting and individual-
ly. They probably, at that time, had no idea of entering the Colony, except, perhaps,
one of them. He would certainly admit that he had assisted the accused to enter.
He admitted aiding and abetting them to enter the Transvaal. He was quite prepared
to suffer the consequences of his action, as he always had been.

The accused were found guilty, and sentenced to pay a fine of £20 or go to
gaol with hard labour for six weeks.

Daya Narsi was then charged for refusing to give his thumb-print under
the new Registration Act, though he had produced his permit. He had given his
[finger-]impressions at the gaol (under the gaol regulations), where he had already
been awaiting trial for a week. He was sentenced to a fine of £10 or imprisonment
with hard labour for one month, as was Moonsamy Ellary, who was similarly
charged.

Bhikhabhai and Jhinabhai, who had been deported on Friday and had re-
turned at once, were charged as prohibited immigrants. They were sentenced to a
fine of £20 or 6 weeks’ hard labour.

Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908



62. TRIAL AT VOLKSRUST!

[VoLKSRUST,
October 14, 1908]

Mr. Gandhi himself was then charged with failing to give his thumb- and
finger-impressions upon demand, under the new Act. He pleaded guilty. He produced
no documents, and when asked to furnish means of identification as required by
Regulation 9, he refused.

Giving evidence, Mr. Gandhi said:

In connection with my refusal to produce my registration certi-
ficate and to give thumb impressions or finger impressions, I think that,
as an officer of this Court, I owe an explanation. There have been
differences between the Government and British Indians whom I re-
present as Secretary of the British Indian Association, over the Asiatic
Act, No. 2 of 1907, and after due deliberation, I took upon myself the
responsibility of advising my countrymen not to submit to the primary
obligation imposed by the Act; but still, as law-abiding subjects of the
State, to accept its sanctions. Rightly or wrongly, in common with
other Asiatics, I consider that the Act in question, among other things,
offends our conscience, and the only way, I thought, as I still think,
the Asiatics could show their feeling with regard to it was to incur its
penalties. And in pursuance of that policy, I admit that I have advised
the accused who have preceded me to refuse submission to the Act, as
also the Act 36 of 1908, seeing that, in the opinion of British Indians,
full relief that was promised by the Government has not been granted.
I am now before the Court to suffer the penalties that may be awarded
to me. I wish to thank the prosecution and the public for having exten-
ded to me the ordinary courtesies.

Mr. Mentz thought that a difference should be made in this case; as
Mr. Gandhi had admitted his sin to be greater than that of the others, he asked that
the heaviest penalty (£100 or three months with hard labour) should be awarded.

The Magistrate found Mr. Gandhi guilty. In giving judgment, he remarked
that it was not for him to consider the question of religious objections. He had only
to administer the law. There had been a general defiance of the law. He felt very
sorry to see Mr. Gandhi in that position today, but he must make a difference
between him and the others. He sentenced Mr. Gandhi to pay a fine of £25 or go
to jail with hard labour for two months.

1 After the trial of Dawjee Amod and others, vide the preceding item, Gandhiji’s
case came up before the Court.
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Of course, no fines have been paid, and all have smilingly gone to jail,
Mr. Gandhi being especially happy.

Indian Opinion, 17-10-1908

63. MESSAGE TO INDIANS!

[VoLksrusT,
October 14, 1908]

Keep absolutely firm to the end. Suffering is our only remedy.
Victory is certain.

Indian Opinion, 24-10-1908

64. CABLE TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR COLONIES?

VOLKSRUST,
November 7, 1908
TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
[LonpoN]

BRITISH INDIAN PRISONERS VOLKSRUST SEVENTY FIVE INCLUD-
ING CHAIRMAN VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY NATAL INDIAN
CONGRESS PRESIDENT HAMIDIA ISLAMIC SOCIETY SECRETARY
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION TENDER LOYAL CONGRATULATIONS
HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY KING EMPEROR AND RESPECTFULLY
INVITE ATTENTION CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THEY ARE
SUFFERING IMPRISONMENT.

BriTisH INDIAN PRISONERS IN VOLKSRUST

Colonial Office Records: 291/132

1 This was issued by Gandhiji as his ‘last message prior to his incarceration
at Volksrust”. It was made the subject of an editorial entitled ‘“Keep Firm” in
Indian Opinion. The message, which also appeared in the Gujarati section, was read
out at a mass meeting held in Johannesburg on October 18.

2 This was sent through the Secretary of State for India to King Edward VII
in connection with his 57th birthday, which fell on November 9. Presumably, it was
drafted by Gandhiji from Volksrust Prison where he was lodged. A similar message
was cabled by Reuter on behalf of the ‘“‘conscientious objectors” in Johannesburg
Prison on November 9.



65. LETTER T0O A. H. WEST

Convict Prison

Name oF ———— M. K. GANDHI [VoLKksRUST]
PRISONER GaoL
TRANSVAAL,

November 9, 1908
MY DEAR WEST,

Your telegram to hand. It cuts me but does not surprise me. It is
impossible for me [to] leave here unless I pay the fine which I will
not. When I embarked upon the struggle I counted the cost. If
Mrs. Gandhi must leave me without even the consolation a devoted
husband could afford, so be it.!

Please do what you all can for her. I am wiring? Harilal to go
there. I expect from you or someone a daily bulletin—not that I can
help thereby. Please let me know by wire what the disease is exactly. I
am writing to her.3 I hope she will be alive and conscious to receive
and understand the letter. The authorities will allow me to receive
the letters daily. The enclosed is for Mrs. Gandhi. Let Manilal read it
to her.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI

A. H. WesT, Esq.
MANAGER
INDIAN OPINION
Pu@nix, NaTaL

From a photostat of the original in Gandhiji’s hand: C.W. 4409
Courtesy: A. H. West

I Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi was suffering from haemorrhage and her condition
was grave. She underwent an operation on January 10, 1909, as reported in Indian
Opinion, 16-1-1909. Vide also An Autobiography, Part IV, Ch. XXVIII.

2 This telegram is not available.

3 Vide the following item.



66. LETTER TO MRS. KASTURBA GANDHI

[VorLksrusT GaoL,]
November 9, 1908
BELOVED KASTUR,

I have received Mr. West’s telegram today about your illness.
It cuts my heart. I am very much grieved but I am not in a position
to go there to nurse you. I have offered my all to the satyagraha struggle.
My coming there is out of the question. I can come only if I pay the
fine, which I must not. If you keep courage and take the necessary
nutrition, you will recover. If, however, my ill luck so has it that you
pass away, I should only say that there would be nothing wrong in
your doing so in your separation from me while I am still alive. I
love you so dearly that even if you are dead, you will be alive to me.
Your soul is deathless. I repeat what I have frequently told you and
assure you that if you do succumb to your illness, I will not marry
again. Time and again I have told you that you may quietly breathe
your last with faith in God. If you die, even that death of yours will
be a sacrifice to the cause of satyagraha. My struggle is not merely
political. It is religious and therefore quite pure. It does not matter
much whether one dies in it or lives. I hope and expect that you will

also think likewise and not be unhappy. I ask this of you.
MonANDAS

[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Bane Patro, International Printing Press, Phcenix, 1948

67. MESSAGE FROM GAOL!

My only desire is that everyone should remain steadfast and ever
refuse to violate his pledge, however long the struggle lasts, whether
eight days or eight months or eight years, or even longer. We ought

not to bring any pressure on those who may yield and desert the
movement. If anyone does, I shall believe that he does not understand

the nature of the movement. If the struggle has become drawn out so
long, we are ourselves the reason for that. If we make a conscious effort
to remove the causes, everything can be over even today.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-12-1908
I'This was read out at a mass meeting of Indians held in Johannesburg on

the eve of the expiry of the time-limit for registration under the Asiatic Registration
Amendment Act of 1908.



68. INTERVIEW AT GERMISTON STATION!

[GErRMIsTON,
December 12, 1908]

[Gandhiji said:] I have heard about the allegation, but I shall say
later whatever little I have to say about it. I enjoyed every minute
in gaol.

[Replying to another question, he said:] I was very well treated
in gaol. My complaint is against the gaol regulations. The officers only
did their duty in enforcing the regulations.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-12-1908

69. SPEECH AT JOHANNESBURG RECEPTION

[ JoHANNESBURG,
December 12, 1908]

Mr. Chairman, delegates from Natal, my Tamil brethren and other
friends,

I see you today after two months and ten days. I feel as if I was
outside all the time and not in gaol. It is today that I think I have
entered a prison. Those who are outside have a more important duty
to discharge than those in gaol. So long as people who are outside do
not exert themselves more vigorously, our bonds are not likely to snap.
When the station-master at Volksrust congratulated me on my release,
I told him also that it was really on that day that I found myself in
prison, and that I was now facing much heavier tasks than those
assigned to me while in gaol.

In a country where people suffer injustice and oppression and are
denied their legitimate rights, their real duty lies in suffering im-
prisonment. And further, so long as the bonds that bind us have not
been snapped, I think it is better that we spend our days in gaol.
This, I think, is the true meaning of religion for those who have faith
in God.

I want to say a few words about the scene that was witnessed at the
station today. My services have pleased the community. You have
assembled today in such a large number because you wish to express

1 On his way from Volksrust to Johannesburg on December 12 after his release
from gaol, Gandhiji was interviewed about his ill-treatment in prison.
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your appreciation of my having worked for a day at breaking stones,
of my having suffered imprisonment and of the other things that I did.
Where there is God there is truth, and where there is truth there is God.
I live in fear of God. I love truth only, and so God is with me. Even
if the path of truth does not please the community, it pleases God.
Therefore I will do what pleases God, even if the community should turn
against me. The enthusiasm that was in evidence today was hearten-
ing enough. It shows that all of you, like others who could not be pre-
sent, approve of the satyagraha campaign that we have launched. I
have said at Standerton, Heidelberg and other places that the outcome
of our campaign does not depend upon whether we win or lose in the
Supreme Court. We should rather, if need be, bear separation from our
families, sacrifice our property for the sake of truth, endure whatever
other hardships we may encounter and thus make the voice of truth
heard in the Divine Court. When the echoes of that voice strike the ears
of General Smuts, his conscience will be stirred and he will acknow-
ledge our rights, will see that we invite suffering in order to
secure them, that we have suffered more than enough. It is then that
we shall get what we have been demanding. It is not the Imperial
Government that will secure you your rights; you will get them only
from God. If you fight truthfully with Him as witness, your bonds will
be loosened in eight days according to your Chairman, but in less than
24 hours according to me. God is present everywhere; He sees and
hears everything. I am sure that we shall be free when that God stirs
their [our opponents’] conscience. We do not sacrifice as much as we
should. The moment we do so, our fetters will fall away. I shall say
more tomorrow. Today I have nothing more to say. I thank all the
friends who have assembled here today. I want them to inscribe my
words in their hearts and to pray to God that He may make everyone
feel the same as I do.!

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-12-1908

1 Gandhiji then spoke in English. The report of his speech in English, how-
ever, is not available.



70. SPEECH AT HAMIDIA ISLAMIC SOCIETY!

[ JOoHANNESBURG,
December 13, 1908]

I said yesterday that we had won. We have won because of the
sufferings of our people. A community, 1,500 members of which have
been to gaol, must certainly be considered to have emerged victorious.
That out of a population of 7,000 as many as 1,500 have been to gaol
must surely, I think, be counted as a victory. As things are reckoned in
this world, it can be said that there has been no victory, because we have
not yet secured what we demanded from the Government. The Chairman
said that, as I was the leader of the community, you should do my
bidding. But that is not right. It is my duty to place before you what
I think and what I hear, and to do what you tell me. It is for you to
decide whether or not to act upon my suggestions. We are still half-
hearted about everything, and therefore never do anything in time.
When we become punctual, we shall be able to attend to everything
without loss of time. I place two things before you. The first phase of the
struggle commenced with Ram Sundar, the second with Sorabji.2 What
I wrote to Sorabji I wrote to others as well. The first reply I received
was from Sorabji. I did not know him as well as I did Ram Sundar,
and I was doubtful whether he would hold firm till the last moment.
Personally, I take everyone at his word. The community knows what
Sorabji has done. There were 75 prisoners with me in the Volksrust
gaol; among them all I observed Sorabji to be the mildest, the most
even-tempered and steadfast. He put up with everything that people
said to him. Living with him, I have very well realized his worth.

Next, from among the Emam Saheb, Moosa Essakji and the two
Madrasis who had received six weeks’ imprisonment, I spent more time
with the Emam Saheb. I used to feel concerned how he would be able,
with his [poor] health and physique, to withstand the strain. But I
saw that he endured all difficulties and performed every task. The
Hamidia Islamic Society and the community are fortunate that the
Society has a chairman like him. Once, when the gaoler asked for some
men to go with him to mow grass, no one responded. Emam Saheb
felt that it was our duty [to go]. When he got up, others started
remonstrating with the gaoler, saying that he was an Imam and should

I A meeting of the Society was held in the Hamidia Mosque on December 13,
to honour Gandhiji and Emam Abdool Kadir Bawazeer on their release from gaol.
2Vide Vol. VII, pp. 352-6 and Vol. VIII, pp. 345-7, 354-8 & 376-7.
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not be put to work. They all rather felt ashamed on this occasion. Such
habits of ours are also responsible for our struggle being prolonged. After
the release of others, a few of us were left behind. Moosa Essakji took
charge of cooking. The Emam Saheb agreed to help him. They used to
get up at three o’clock in the morning and start the cooking. Because the
community has such men among it, I believe that it has come out victo-
rious. I strongly advise those who go to gaol that while there they must
obey the gaol regulations. If everyone acts in the name of God, our
fetters will fall away in no time. We are certainly not fighting on be-
half of those who hold forged permits. The struggle is no longer what it
was before. The fight is now only to uphold the honour of the millions
who live in India. The Imperial Government is seeking ways and
means of expelling Indians from South Africa. They want us to go and
settle in regions with a bad climate. I therefore think it very important
that we convince the Government of our courage. We are not to fight
now for men who have no legitimate claims but we can live honour-
ably if educated men, men who can teach us the right things, come in.
So long as we do not understand even this, we cannot hope to win. I
see that some men hanker after publicity. Why should they have such
notions? To those who wish to serve, who rely on God, what does it
matter whether they get publicity or not? A true satyagrahi does not
care for it. He merely works. The Natal gentlemen have promised me
that they will be with us till the struggle comes to an end. I want the
three leaders to reiterate that promise today. It has made me very happy
to know that they have collected a very large amount and that all the
gentlemen [approached by them] responded to their appeals without
reserve. Of the four resolutions that were passed at the last mass meet-
ing!, the second was explained to everyone by Mr. Cama. I explain
it again today. It was resolved, in the name of God, to continue the
struggle till the Government did justice. If the pledge was taken after
full deliberation, everyone may please raise his hand.2 We are here in
the sacred premises of a mosque. Please remember that you have raised
your hands in such a place in the name of God. Sheth Rustomjee sent
[me] a book on religion for reading in gaol. It says that the righteous are
dear to God. The pledge you took on oath in the name of God you must
have taken after full deliberation. Is there any reason, then, why you
should not win? The scriptures of all religions declare: “I give unto those
that are with me all they ask for.” The Government may take your
wealth or imprison your body, but it cannot deprive you of your soul.
If you do in the right spirit what I have asked you to do, you will get
not merely the two things you have demanded, but whatever else you

1 This was held on November 29.
2 Everyone present did so.



TRIAL OF THE NAIDOOS AND OTHERS 111

want. The echoes of this campaign have already been heard in India
and in the rest of the world. See that the campaign is intensified.

[Gandhiyji was then garlanded on behalf of the Hamidia Islamic Society.
Speaking again, he said:)

I take this to be a diamond necklace, offered not out of respect
merely but out of love. It is with that feeling that I thank you. Dawad
Sheth’s son, a mere child, writes from England to know why we are not
united. The Hamidia Islamic Society is an institution of Muslims. I
take it as a great honour that I have been garlanded on its behalf. If
both the eyes, Hindus and Muslims, remain unharmed, you will pros-
per. If 13,000 Indians continue the fight in the name of God and if
the two communities remain united, you will also be the masters of
India. What is happening here will have its repercussions out there and
all people will be united.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-12-1908

71. SPEECH AT TAMIL RECEPTION!

[ JoHANNESBURG,
December 14, 1908)]

This garland 2 has in fact been earned by the Tamil community
which has given such an excellent account of itself. Hence what you have
offered to me I offer in turn to your Chairman. I have nothing
more to say. If you feel that the Tamils have done very well, you
should be worthy of the community. Should any of you fail, he would
deserve all that might be said against him, and much more.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-12-1908

72. TRIAL OF THE NAIDOOS AND OTHERS?

[ JOHANNESBURG,
December 18, 1908]

Upon several Indians, it is said, proceeding to the registration office on Von
Brandis Square yesterday morning (the 18th instant) in order to comply with Act 36

1 Gandhiji spoke at a reception held in honour of Emam Abdool Kadir Bawazeer,
some Natal Indians and himself.

2 Gandhiji was garlanded before he addressed the audience.

3 The report of the trial of C. K. T. Naidoo, L. R. Naidoo, L. D. Naidoo and

A.V. Chetty was published in Indian Opinion under the title: ‘Pickets Arrested—Leaders
Before the Court.”
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of 1908, the office was immediately picketed by ‘‘passive” resisters, says The Transvaal
Leader. The police were sent for, and soon after their arrival they arrested four mem-
bers of the picket, amongst whom was C.K.T. Naidoo. The places of the four men
were taken by four others, who, in turn, were arrested. A crowd of Indians collected;
further arrests were made, and eventually about 27 Indians were charged with having
refused to produce registration certificates and to give signatures and impressions of
thumbs and fingers.

Later in the day, the arrested Indians were removed for trial to Government
Square. The news of their detention had got abroad and, when Mr. Gandhi arrived
to conduct the defence, he was escorted by about 200 compatriots.

The first quartette charged consisted of C.K.T. [Naidoo], L.R. [Naidoo] and
L.D. Naidoo and A. V. Chetty. Pleas of “Not guilty” were entered.

Mr. Samuels, who prosecuted for the Crown, said that the charge was on
the lines of that in the Randeria case. The circumstances were the same and the
question was whether the Crown should proceed pending the result of Randeria’s
appeal.

MR. JORDAN: Why have they been arrested?

MR. sSAMUELS: They have been arrested upon instructions received and, it is
alleged, they have been acting as pickets and causing trouble amongst Asiatics who
are desirous of complying with the law. I make this statement ex-parte, and possibly
it is not correct.

Mr. Jordan said that such conduct, if report were true, was most serious. The
statement seemed ‘‘to lend the colour of truth to statements upon oath made before
me by Indians to the effect that they are frightened to register because of these
pickets. Many of the men who have been charged before me have told me that they
have been terrorised and now I begin to believe their stories.”

MR. GANDHI : If these men in the dock have been terrorising
Indians anxious to comply with the law, surely there is some section
amongst the Statutes for the contravention of which they can be charged.
But why charge them under this section 9 of Act 36 of 1908? The watching
will go on so long as the struggle continues. If these men have been
terrorising others, then they should be punished, but my learned
friend, Mr. Samuels, says he hardly credits the story.

MR. JORDAN: Men upon oath have told me that they have been terrorised by
compatriots.

MR. GANDHI : Some people will say anything.

MR. JORDAN: And I’'m afraid it will continue so long as your friends are
permitted to do what you glibly term ‘“‘watching”. (Laughter)

MR. GANDHI : Anyway, these four men can’t be charged under this
section, because there is no Registrar of Asiatics according to law.

MR. JORDAN : Oh! Then what’s the use of your picketing if Indians cannot get
registered ?

MR. GANDHI : We only want to let those who forget their manhood
know that there is such a thing as ostracism.
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MR. JORDAN: I don’t think it is ostracism. I think it is a wholesome fear of
incurring grievous bodily harm.

MR. GANDHI : Then 500 would not have registered and been living
upon the best of terms with the rest of the community and be supplying
part of the sinews of war today.

MR. JOorRDAN: All right; the accused are remanded sine die.

MR. GANDHI : If there is any terrorism brought into play, if it is
brought to the notice of the officers of the Association, they will do all
they can to help the Government.

The other Indians under arrest were similarly remanded.

Indian Opinion, 26-12-1908

73. MIGHTY STRUGGLE

It is growing clearer every day that this is indeed a mighty struggle
that is being carried on in the Transvaal. The Act must, of course, be
repealed. Undoubtedly, this is an important demand. But as time
passes, we have the advantage of being able to understand the real
nature of the conflict. We have stated earlier that the Transvaal Indians
are not fighting merely against the Transvaal Government; they are
fighting against the Imperial Government as well. We have also stated
that it is not as if the Transvaal Indians were fighting for themselves
alone; they are fighting on behalf of all Indians in South Africa, on
behalf of all Indians abroad; in fact, they are fighting for the whole
of India. We have recently received support for this view from England.
We give elsewhere summaries of a speech by Colonel Seely and
Mr. Ritch’s reply to it. Colonel Seely’s statements in that speech
deserve notice. He says that Indians must not migrate to a region with
a good climate. The Coloured peoples and the whites cannot mix with
each other and both stand to suffer by such mixing. Indians [he says]
are rice-eaters and the whites cannot successfully compete with them.
These statements express the views of the Imperial Government. They
mean only one thing, namely, that in their view Indians are good
enough to work merely as slaves of whites. Colonel Seely went on to
say that Indians already settled in the Transvaal and in other Colonies
should be allowed to live honourably, saying, in the same breath, that
General Botha was right in the policy he was following. Colonel Seely
is therefore hypocritical when he says that we should be treated
honourably. His speech in fact implies that Indians residing in lands
where whites had already settled should be gradually eliminated.
The Transvaal Indians therefore have to shoulder a burden on behalf
of the whole of India. We shall show later that they can easily do so,
and they certainly will. Colonel Seely’s views suggest a change [for

9-8
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the worse] in British policy. They represent a rather unworthy aspect
of British policy and, if they gain currency, they will herald the decline
of the Empire. Therefore, the Indians’ resistance tends to the good of
the British Empire, too. Colonel Seely’s views will be endorsed only by
those who wish that the British Empire should be destroyed. All the
Colonists belong to that class. They are therefore enemies of the British
Empire. Indian [passive] resisters, who have been opposing this view
and will continue to do so, may be said to be friends of the Empire.

If our readers consider the matter in this light, they will easily see
that the Transvaal struggle is not merely for permits, of no value in
themselves, nor for the entry of a handful of Indians. It is a fight for a
noble cause. It isa battle of principles. Indians have pitted themselves
against a mighty force. Even so, we make bold to say that it is possible
for us to win. No one should imagine that this is like hoping that a
black ant will carry on its head a potful of jaggery. The men who
say this do not understand the efficacy of satyagraha—the power of
truth. What cannot be done by millions can be done by a handful of
men. We come across such instances everywhere. This is also true of
the Transvaal Indians. It is because the Indians here are few that they
can put up a good fight. It may take time to explain the position to
most Indians, to convince them of the beauty of satyagraha, to stop
dissensions amongst them. If, however, the seed of truth strikes root in
a few men and blossoms forth, its branches can be planted elsewhere and
the tree can thus be multiplied indefinitely. Let it not be imagined
that mustard seeds cannot make a hill. This also is possible; in fact,
it has often happened. That is the greatness of the Lord of this universe.
The hill is made up of nothing but particles of earth. If one were to
inquire how this came about, one would simply feel incredulous. And
yet we know that the thing has happened. Not only do we believe
that a few Indians can accomplish this task; we have also said that they
can do so quite easily. Why do we say this? As the satyagraha cam-
paign progresses, we see that it is the poor alone who can join it. The
rich find the burden of their wealth too heavy; they are not able to carry
the burden of truth. This means that the Transvaal Indians must
embrace poverty. To think that this is impossible is to give up the effort
in despair. In what way is this difficult 7  We can never rely on wealth.
We may even be robbed of it. Therefore, let us ourselves renounce it
and instead take the sword of truth in our hands. If we have the
strength to think and act thus, we are bound to get what we have been
demanding. We have already said that the fight will certainly be
carried on. Is there any reason to believe that it will not be? We find
that the community on the whole is united. Hundreds of Indians have
been, as it were, sanctified through anointment in prisons. They have
seen the beauty of gaol life and they are not likely to turn back. And
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most of the Transvaal Indians are in any case poor, so that the question
of their retreating simply does not arise. We place Colonel Seely’s
speech before such Indians and beg of them not to be defrauded, while
they live, of the glory of such a mighty battle, but win immortal fame
for themselves—for India—throughout the world.

[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 19-12-1908

74. INSCRIPTION IN A BOOK!

[JOHANNESBURG, |
December 23, 1908

To Mr. G. NELsSON

FOR HIS MANY KINDNESSES  WITHIN THE LAW DURING HIs2
INCARCERATION AT VOLKSRUST

M. K. GanpuI
From the original in Gandhiji’s hand
Courtesy: Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, New Delhi

75. BALANCE-SHEET

The year, according to the English calendar, is drawing to a close.
In our present state, we attach less importance to our own than to the
English calendar. We plan our affairs with reference to the English
or European calendar. We do not wish to suggest that this state of
affairs is deplorable in itself. But as things stand, it is a sign of our
degradation. The same thing would hardly have been regarded as
unusual if we were really free. Since we want to have good relations
with all parts of the world, nothing will be wrong in our following the
European calendar for the convenience of all. However, this is a
digression. The object of this article is to set out the balance-sheet
for the year.

Examining conditions in Natal, we find that the Government of
the Colony wanted to enact many laws directed against us. But the
Imperial Government did not sanction them. A commission has been
appointed to consider the question of the continued import of inden-
tured labour. There is every possibility of some good coming out of it.

1 Gandhiji wrote this on a copy of Tolstoy’s Kingdom of God Is within You
which he presented to a warder in Volksrust Gaol, where he had served his sentence.
2 This should have been “my”.
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But the disallowance of the Bills should give us no reason to be parti-
cularly happy. Considering its internal difficulties, the [Natal Indian]
Congress has done well. But those who manage its affairs must give
thought to its continued financial difficulties. There is not enough
enthusiasm among the people. Trade is ruined. Owing to a fall in land
prices, many Indians have been reduced to poverty. Even servants are
put to hardship. Cases of murders among Indians are on the increase.
The police feel helpless and Indians appear incapable of self-defence.
This is an illustration of the fact that Indians are not free, do not even
deserve to be free, for they depend on others for the safety of their
lives and property. There is lack of education for the mind. On
the one hand, the Government is withdrawing the educational facilities;
the higher-grade schools are in a bad way. On the other hand, we
ourselves do nothing for our education. We do not even mind losing
a library. The only happy feature in the midst of all this is that some
young men have been sent by their parents to England for education.
The parents at least have thus done their duty. But no one can say
whether the final product will be an earthen pot or a brass pot. Just
now, the potter’s wheel is at work.

Things seem quiet in the Cape. Whatever opportunities Indians
have there are being thrown away. There are two rival bodies, engaged
in mutual bickerings. The situation is likely to be exploited for its own
advantage by the third party, their common enemy. The trading law
and the immigration law there bear hard [on the Indians]. There,
too, the internal situation is rather pitiable.

Rhodesia was threatened with a law similar to the Transvaal Act.
The threat has not disappeared altogether, but there is little possibility
of the Imperial Government sanctioning such a law.

The condition of Delagoa Bay Indians is as bad as the climate
there. The Indian community is slumbering. There is no one to
challenge the laws enacted. People there seem to think that, so long
as their business is good and they make money, nothing else matters.

There are no Indians in the Orange River Colony to speak of.
There has been no change in the situation there. It depends on Indians
when a change will come about.

The Transvaal appears to hold the cards for all. That the Natal
and Rhodesian Bills were disallowed was due principally, it may be
said, to the Transvaal campaign. The campaign has now assumed a
form which has won for it the admiration of the entire world. The
prestige of the Indian community has gone up. In India, meetings are
being held in every town over the Transvaal. A [public] discussion
has been going on in England. Within the space of twelve months,
nearly 2,000 Indians have gone to gaol. People have been displaying
great courage in facing hardships, and their campaign is being
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acclaimed on every side. They have found a new weapon and acquired
a new strength. We have not yet fully realized the miraculous quality
of this strength and this weapon. General Smuts played foul, but
since the Indians were satyagrahis, his foul play has turned out to their
advantage. Such is the marvellous power of truth. Falsehood pays
homage to truth, for falsehood cannot hold out against it. Moreover,
as the struggle is being prolonged, people are growing more determined,
[whereas] other modes of fighting have always the effect of wearying
the people. Similarly, service of truth can never lead to weakness.
The more one puts oneself in its service, the stronger one grows.
[From Gujarati]

Indian Opinion, 26-12-1908

76. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI
Monday night [December 28, 1908]!

CHI. MAGANLAL,

Your letters to hand. Jagatsingh’s is a regrettable case. As I see
it, it is more the fault of the Hindus. It was particularly their duty
which they have failed to discharge.

One should not be carried away by Jagatsingh’s brahmacharya.
Lakshman and Indrajit were both celibates (brakmacharis) and had
conquered sleep and were therefore equally valorous. But the valour
of the former was divine, while that of the latter ungodly. This means
that the vow of brahmacharya and other vows are holy and bring happiness
only when they are taken as a spiritual discipline. If resorted to by a
demon, they only add to misery. This is a very serious statement to
make; but all the same, it is no doubt true. Lord Patanjali has shown
this very clearly in his Yogadarshan?. This is the thing our religion
teaches us. The phrase madanugrahaya—‘for my favour’—deserves to be
always borne in mind. If you do not follow what I say or if you have
any doubt about it, please write to me.

I am not surprised at your losing control over yourself. As you dive
deeper into yourself and have experience, your mind will become calm,
your passion will cool down and you will be stronger spiritually. Think
carefully of every step you take or a piece of work you do, analyze it,
always applying to it this test, namely, “Will this promote my spiritual
progress?”’ The question “Will this lead to the progress of the Hindu
religion or of India?”’ is covered by it. The country cannot rise, reli-
gions cannot advance by a step that will not lead to spiritual growth.

1 This letter was written sometime towards the end of 1908.
2 Book of aphorisms on Yoga, one of the systems of Indian philosophy
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This has been found to be the result of the Swami’s! impatience.
It is very regrettable. It was because of such results that the venerable
Kavi? often used to say that in modern times we should beware of re-
ligious teachers. Our experience also confirms his view. Everyone is
obdurate and wants to see his own opinion prevail. Ifinstead of such
obduracy in regard to one’s opinion one devotes one’s energy to self-
realization, one will do good to oneself as well as to others. Other-
wise, both will face degradation.
Mrs. Polak will leave tomorrow. This letter also will reach you
the same day, perhaps later, for you must have gone to Maritzburg.
More from other letters.
Blessings from
MOHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati original in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 4781

77. NEW YEAR

We examined the balance-sheet of the last year.> We were unhappy
at the thought that we had to follow an alien calendar in making our
calculations. No cause for unhappiness would remain if swadeshi were to
replace everything foreign. We can easily attain happiness if we exert
ourselves to that end during the year that has just commenced. Swadeshi
carries a great and profound meaning. It does not mean merely the
use of what is produced in one’s own country. That meaning is certainly
there in swadeshi. But there is another meaning implied in it which is
far greater and much more important. Swadeshi means reliance on our
own strength. We should also know what we mean by ‘“‘reliance on our
own strength”. “Our strength’” means the strength of our body, our
mind and our soul. From among these, on which should we depend?
The answer is brief. The soul is supreme, and therefore soul-force is
the foundation on which man must build. Passive resistance or satyagraha
is a mode of fighting which depends on such force. That, then, is the
only real key [to success] for the Indians.

During this year a good deal will depend on the Transvaal and
Natal. The Transvaal fight is continuing. In Natal, the issue of licences
will come up. If the Indians in the Transvaal give up their fight, that
will have an immediate adverse effect in Natal, because the course of
events in Natal during the coming year will largely be determined by
this movement. Nothing will be gained by submitting petitions to the

I Shankeranand
2 Shrimad Rajachandra; vide Vol. I, pp. 90-1.
3 Vide ‘‘Balance-Sheet”, pp. 115-7.
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Natal Government. How, then, may anything be gained?  The
Transvaal provides the answer to this. That is to say, the answer to
the question as to what this year has in store for us will be provided by
whether or not the Indians in the Transvaal fight to the last.

It may be hoped that a community from among which 2,000 men
have been to gaol will never accept defeat, though there may be some
traitors in it. Looking at the matter in this light, every Indian will find
that what the new year will bring lies entirely in his own hands.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 2-1-1909

78. PHENIX SCHOOL

We have received many requests from parents for admission of their
children to this school. We are prepared to undertake their schooling.
There are some financial difficulties, however, in providing residential
facilities for them. We are trying our best to overcome them. We
hope to give more details about this in our next issue.

In the meantime, those parents who want to send their children
[to our school] may inform us accordingly. If they can also give us
some idea of the monetary help they will be able to give, the matter will
be settled soon.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 2-1-1909

79. NATAL-BOUND INDIAN PASSENGERS

Indian passengers arriving in Natal are facing more and more
difficulties. The fault mainly is our own. Many of these people are
rather impatient to enter [the Colony]. If they have no right to enter,
that makes no difference to them. Others have to suffer in consequence.
If the fault is ours, surely the remedy also lies with us. Only when and
to the extent that we develop a sense of justice will there be an end to
our troubles. Anything else that we may do will be of no avail. It
will prove as ineffective as an attempt to stitch a patch on the sky.!

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 2-1-1909

1 This is a Gujarati saying: If the sky were to get torn like a garment, it would
be impossible to stitch a patch on it.



80. EXEMPLARY CASE OF SATYAGRAHA

In Maritzburg, there is a white named Mr. Green. He refused to
pay the poll-tax. So he was produced before a magistrate. He declared
bluntly that, as it was an unjust tax, he was not willing to pay it. The
Magistrate has sentenced him to imprisonment. Mr. Green is at present
undergoing the sentence. This is an unusual case. Mr. Green does
not incite others. He feels that the poll-tax is an oppressive impost. He
is not much of an orator. He, therefore, resolved in his mind that so
far as he was concerned, he would never pay that tax. He does not
mind the sentence of imprisonment imposed on him in consequence.
This is satyagraha in the true sense of the term. Those who love truth
never follow others blindly. They go on suffering for the sake of truth.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 2-1-1909

81. MY SECOND EXPERIENCE IN GAOL [-I]

INTRODUCTORY

I think my experience in gaol this time was better than in January
1908. It was good education for me personally, and I believe it will
prove useful to other Indians.

A campaign of satyagraha can take many forms, but it is found that
gaol-going is the most effective means of fighting political disabilities.
We shall have to go to gaol often enough, I think; it is necessary not
only during the present agitation, but is the only course that can be
adopted in fighting future disabilities. It is the duty of every Indian,
therefore, to know all that is worth knowing about gaol-life.

ARRESTED

When Mr. Sorabji was arrested, I wished that I could follow him to
gaol, or that the agitation would end before he was due to be released.
I was disappointed. The same desire came over me again more in-
tensely, when the brave leaders of Natal went to gaol, and [this time]
it was fulfilled. While returning from Durban, I was arrested at
Volksrust Station on October 7 [1908] for being without my certificate of
voluntary registration and refusing to give my finger-impressions.

My object in going to Durban was to bring [along with me] educated
Indians living in Natal and other Indians who had been previously

1 For articles on his first experience, vide Vol. VIII.
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resident in the Transvaal. I had hoped that quite a large number of
Indians in Natal would show readiness to follow their leaders [to gaol].
The Government also felt the same way. Accordingly, orders had been
issued to the gaoler to make arrangements for the accommodation of
more than a hundred Indians, and tents, blankets, utensils, etc., had
been sent on from Pretoria. I also found, as I alighted at Volksrust
accompanied by several Indians, that a large number of policemen were
present. But all this labour proved superfluous. The gaoler and the
police were disappointed, for only a small number of Indians from
Natal had offered to accompany me. There were just six in that train.
Eight more started from Durban by another train on the same day. In
all, therefore, only fourteen Indians came. All of us were arrested and
taken to the lock-up. The next day we were produced before the Magis-
trate, but the hearing of the case was postponed for seven days. We
declined to offer bail. Two days later, Mr. Mavji Karsanji Kothari,
who had joined [us] in spite of the fact that he was suffering from piles,
was asked to bail himself out, as his trouble had become aggravated
and there was need for a picket in Volksrust.

SituaTiON IN GAoL

There were in gaol, when we arrived there, Mr. Dawad Mahomed,
Mr. Rustomjee, Mr. Anglia [and] Mr. Sorabji Adajania who had ini-
tiated the second phase of the movement, and about 25 other Indians.
It being the Ramzan month, Muslim friends had been observing the
roza. By special permission, food was sent to them in the evening by
Mr. Essop Suleman Kazi. Due observance of the fast had thus been
made possible. Though there is generally no provision for lighting in
mofussil gaols, orders had been issued in view of the Ramzan to arrange
for lights and provide a clock. Mr. Anglia led the namaz. Those who
were observing the fast were subjected to hard labour during the first
few days, but later on no hard labour was exacted from them.

As for the other Indians, permission had been granted for one of
them to attend to the cooking. This was done by Mr. Umiyashanker
Shelat and Mr. Surendrarai Medh, who were joined later by Mr. Joshi
when the number of prisoners went up. When these gentlemen were
deported, cooking was attended to by Mr. Ratanshi Sodha, Mr. Ragha-
vji and Mr. Mavji Kothari. Later still, when the number rose very high,
Mr. Lalbhai and Mr. Omar Osman also joined. Those in charge of
cooking had to get up at two or three in the morning and keep busy
till five or six in the evening. When a considerable number of Indians
had already been released, Mr. Moosa Essakji and Emam Saheb Bawa-
zeer took charge of cooking. I count it as the good fortune of the Indians
concerned that they were served food prepared by the Chairman of the
Hamidia Islamic Society and a businessman who had in fact had no



122 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

experience of cooking. When the Imam Saheb and his companions were
released, they left the legacy of cooking to me. Since I knew something
of it, I experienced no difficulty. The work remained under my charge
only for four days. It is now (that is, up to the moment of writing) being
looked after by Mr. Harilal Gandhi. Though the information as to who
was in charge of cooking when we arrived in gaol does not fall under
the heading [of this paragraph], I have given it here for the sake of
convenience.

When we entered the gaol, Indians were lodged in three bed-rooms.
In this gaol, Indian and Kaffir prisoners were always lodged separately.

ARRANGEMENTS IN GAOLS

There are two wards in the prison for males; one for the whites
and one for the Kaffirs—the gaol [also] accommodates other non-whites.
Though they were free thus to lodge the Indians in the Kaffir ward, the
gaoler had made provision for them in the ward for the whites.

There are small cells, each with arrangements to accommodate
ten or fifteen or even more prisoners. The prison is built entirely of
stone. The cell has a good height. The walls are plastered and the
floor is washed so that it always stays very clean. Moreover, the walls
are frequently whitewashed, so that they always appear fresh. The
area in front is paved with black stone, and is washed every day. It
has a water-spout which enables three men to bathe simultaneously.
There are two lavatories, and also benches. Above, there is a barbed-
wire covering intended to prevent prisoners from escaping by climbing
the walls. Every room is well lighted and properly ventilated. The
prisoners are locked in at six in the evening, and let out at six in
the morning. The cell is locked from outside during the night. This
means that, if anyone has a call of nature to answer, he cannot go out
of the cell, and hence commodes, filled with water treated with a germi-
cide, are placed in the cell itself.

DieT

At the time of my imprisonment in Volksrust, the Indian prisoners
were served mealie pap in the morning, and rice, with some vegetable,
for the midday and evening meals. The vegetable served was mostly
potato. No ghee was allowed at all. Under-trial prisoners were allowed,
in addition, an ounce of sugar with mealie pap in the morning, and half
a pound of bread for the midday meal. Some of the under-trial prison-
ers used to share a portion of their bread and sugar with the prisoners
undergoing sentences after conviction. Prisoners were entitled to
meat twice [a week]; since, however, it was not given to either the
Hindus or the Muslims, they were entitled to a substitute. We therefore
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made a joint petition! and as a result it was ordered that we should
receive an ounce of ghee and, on meat days, half a pound of beans
in place of meat. Moreover, there was some tandalja growing by itself
in the gaol garden, and we were allowed to pluck its leaves. We were
also permitted from time to time to gather onions from the garden.
There remained, therefore, nothing to complain of about food after
ghee and beans had been sanctioned. The diet in the Johannesburg
Gaol is somewhat different. There, only ghee is supplied with rice; no
vegetables are allowed. In the evenings, there are green vegetables
and mealie pap twice in the week, beans on three days, and potatoes,
with mealie pap, once.

Though this scale cannot be considered adequate, as judged by our
habits, it is not bad in itself. Many Indians have a strong dislike of
mealie pap and obstinately refuse to have it. But personally I think this
is an error. Mealie pap is a sweet and strength-giving food. It can be
taken in place of wheat in this country. It is very tasty when sugar is
added to it, but even otherwise it tastes quite good when one is hungry.
If one can get used to it, the foregoing scale will not prove inadequate
nourishment; on the contrary, one may actually thrive on it. With
some adjustments, it can be a perfect diet. But it is a matter of regret
that we have grown so fond of good eating and have pampered ourselves
into such habits that we are quick to lose our temper if we do not
get the food we are used to. This was my experience in Volksrust, and
it made me very unhappy. There was incessant grumbling about food,
and very often there were such fretful scenes as if eating and living were
the same thing, or as if we lived only to eat. Surely it does not be-
come a satyagrahi to behave in this manner. It is our duty to try to
get some changes made in the diet. If we fail, however, we must remain
content with whatever is offered and thus demonstrate to the Govern-
ment our determination not to yield; this also is our duty. There are
some Indians who are afraid of going to gaol only because of the in-
convenience in the matter of food. They must make a conscious effort
to overcome the craving for good food that might have enslaved them.

SENTENCED TO IMPRISONMENT

As I mentioned above, all our cases were postponed for seven days,
so that they came up for hearing on the 14th, when some of us were
sentenced to a month and others to six weeks with hard labour. There
was a boy eleven years old who was sentenced to 14 days’ simple imprison-
ment. I was much worried lest the case against me should be withdrawn.
The Magistrate retired for some time after the other cases had been
disposed of, which made me all the more nervous. The view generally

1 Vide “Petition to Resident Magistrate”, pp. 95-6.
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expressed earlier was that I would be charged with failure to produce
my register and refusal to give my thumb-impression, and also with in-
citing other Indians to enter the Transvaal without any right. While
I was grappling with the problem in my mind, the Magistrate returned
to the court and my case was called out. I was then sentenced to a fine
of Rs. 25 or to two months’ hard labour. This made me very happy,
and I congratulated myself on what I considered to be my good fortune
in being allowed to join the others in gaol.

CLOTHES

After the sentence was passed, we were issued gaol uniforms. We
were supplied each with a pair of short breeches, a shirt of coarse cloth,
a jumper, a cap, a towel and a pair of socks and sandals. I think this is
a very convenient dress for work. It is simple, and wears well. We should
have nothing to complain about such a dress. We should not mind having
it even for everyday wear. The dress given to the whites is somewhat
different. They get a rimmed cap, stockings and handkerchief, in ad-
dition to two towels. Indians, too, need to be supplied with hand-
kerchiefs.

(To be continued)

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 2-1-1909

82. INTERVIEW TO “THE NATAL MERCURY™

[DurBaN,
Fanuary 5, 1909]

Mr. Gandhi, the well-known leader of the Natal Indians, who has taken a
prominent part in the agitation amongst the Indians in the Transvaal during the
past year, is at present on a visit to Durban, and yesterday he was interviewed by a
representative of The Natal Mercury.

Asked to give a sketch of the present position in the Transvaal, and more espe-
cially what has led up to the second stage—or ‘‘Passive Resistance Movement”, as it
is called—Mr. Gandhi said:

I have read the editorial notes in the Mercury lately, saying that we
have not been conducting this campaign with the same grace and dignity
with which we started it, and I should like to say that, when I read
that I felt rather grieved, because I have always understood that, whether
the Mercury differed from the Indians in their struggle or agreed with
them, we always received credit for fair fighting and good intentions.
I may at once state that there has been no falling away from grace and
dignity in our struggle. When we commenced that struggle, we did
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so deliberately, with a desire to use the cleanest weapons possible, and
we have not departed from the principles then laid down.

Asked to give a concise definition of these principles, Mr. Gandhi said:

Well, we have eschewed resorting to violence in any shape or form,
and we are simply trying to show the Government, by our personal
sufferings, that we will not submit to a law which, we consider, wounds
our consciences, and is otherwise objectionable. This is called “‘passive
resistance’” for want of a better term. To put it plainly, it is really
fighting evil by patience, not returning evil for evil. In this struggle,
therefore, there can be no question of violence or intimidation. At the
same time, I am free to confess that some members of the Indian com-
munity, in their over-zeal for the cause, have not hesitated to use threats
against those who have deserted [and decided] to submit to the law,
but whenever such acts have come to the notice of the leaders, they
have been promptly dealt with, and every effort has been made to dis-
sociate ourselves from any such acts. The charge has also been brought
against us that we have invited the Natal Indians to take part in the
struggle. This is not true. The Natal Indians who have gone to the
Transvaal have rights of residence there, and they have gone there be-
cause they felt that they could not reap the results of our sufferings
without, as original residents of the Transvaal, taking their share in them.
They had a right of access there, for under the new law any Indian
who has lived in the Transvaal for a period of three years previous to
the war is entitled to return. I notice it has also been suggested that
we are trying, during this second stage of the struggle, to gain an ad-
vantage to which we were not entitled when we took up passive resis-
tance, or at the time when the compromise of last January was effected.
This, too, is wrong. The position at the time of the compromise was
perfectly clear. The Indians were fighting for the repeal of the Asiatic
Act of 1907. This does not mean that we objected to the complete identi-
fication of every Asiatic who was entitled to remain in the country.
What we objected to was the spirit of the Act of 1907, and some of the
objectionable sections of that Act. It was the methods that we really
objected to. For instance, with regard to the finger-prints question—
for which I actually suffered physically—I never, at any stage of the
struggle, said that the giving of finger-prints was objectionable as such.
It was owing to the utter disregard of every representation made by the
Indians, and of every sentiment which they cherished, that the struggle
was really undertaken.

Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi dealt with the compromise entered into and said:

Whilst it is true, with regard to that compromise, that there was
nothing written in so many words as to the repeal of the Asiatic Act of
1907, reading between the lines one can read even the repeal of the
Act in the written terms of the compromise, but as I have said often,
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and repeat now, General Smuts deliberately, but verbally, promised to
repeal the Act, if the British Indians fulfilled their part of the compromise,
that is to say, underwent voluntary registration. As the whole of South
Africa knows, we have done so. I might also point out that General
Smuts repeated his promise in his speech! at Richmond three days after
the compromise, and that speech, although it has been brought to his
notice, he has never contradicted or qualified. If this Act had been
repealed, there would certainly have been no agitation whatsoever, and
there would have been no question either of the status of educated
Indians, because, as has been shown by the latest decision of the Supreme
Court of the Transvaal, an educated Indian is not a prohibited immigrant
under the Immigration Act of the Transvaal, and his right to enter
under that Act is affected and taken away only by means of the Asiatic
Act of 1907. Therefore, the repeal of the Asiatic Act of 1907 would
have meant the re-instatement of the educated Asiatics.

THE INTERVIEWER: You mean, of course, the new-comers?

MR. GANDHI : Yes; and let it be remembered that these educated
Indians were not affected, either before the war or after the war, under
the Peace Preservation Ordinance, so that the question of the educated
Asiatic is in no sense of the term a new question. It is now mentioned
prominently and separately, because of the controversy that has arisen
over the repeal of the Act, and over the offer made by General Smuts
to repeal that Act, and the fulfilment of certain other conditions which
were not contemplated at the time of the January compromise, one of
which was that we should forego the rights of educated Asiatics and
allow them to be considered as prohibited immigrants under the Immi-
gration Act of the Transvaal. I claim that no self-respecting Indian
could accept a bargain of that nature. At the present moment the
controversy has assumed, so far as the merits of the case are concerned,
a purely academic shape. Everybody admits that the Act of 1907 is
useless, if not actually harmful, even from the Colonial standpoint.
The Supreme Court, in its two decisions given recently, has said as
much. It is not required for the identification or registration of
Indians. The new Act of last year brings about that satisfactorily.
With reference to these educated Indians, it is admitted that we
are entitled to a few highly educated Indians being allowed to enter
the Transvaal for our wants, if we are to remain there as a progressive
community. The only difficulty with reference to the educated Indians
is that, whereas General Smuts states that they can only enter on
sufferance on temporary permits, we maintain that they should be able
to enter as a matter of right, provided that they pass an education
rest, which may be imposed by the immigration officer, and we have

1 Vide Vol. VIII, Appendix VIII.
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further added that the test may be so severe as to allow of only six such
men being able to enter the Transvaal during any one year. That
this could be easily done is shown by the practice in Natal and the Cape,
and even in Australia, which has not allowed, so far as I know, a single
Asiatic to enter that Colony by means of the education test.

Continuing, Mr. Gandhi said:

The passive resisters are now told that, whilst these two very reason-
able demands might have been granted before passive resistance was
taken up, they could not now be granted, because of the influence that
any yielding to passive resistance might create on the native mind.
Personally, I consider that that fear is totally groundless. In the first
place, if our demands are just, they ought to be granted, whether we
are passive resisters or not; and, in the second place, if the natives were
to adopt our methods, and replace physical violence by passive resist-
ance, it would be a positive gain to South Africa. Passive resisters, when
they are in the wrong, do mischief only to themselves. When they are
in the right, they succeed in spite of any odds. It is not difficult to see
in Natal, that, if Bambata, instead of murdering Inspector Hunt, had
simply taken up passive resistance, because he felt that the imposition
of the poll-tax was unjustifiable, much bloodshed would have been
avoided, and a great deal of money would have been saved; and, at the
same time, if the natives as a body did not feel the imposition of the
poll-tax, Bambata’s passive resistance would have been in vain. If]
on the other hand, the natives did, in any large body, resent the imposi-
tion of the tax, no amount of physical violence by the Government could
possibly have been enough to collect such a tax from people who simply
sat still and would not pay it. So that the South African Colonists should,
in my opinion, rather welcome passive resistance in place of physical
violence; and, after all, is it not merely the supersession of the Mosaic law
of a tooth for a tooth by Christian law of non-resistance of evil by evil ?

THE INTERVIEWER: To narrow down the point, I take it that you are insisting
upon the promise, if it was made, or whether it was made or not—you are insisting
upon the repeal of the Asiatic Act of 1907, because you only want to establish the abso-
lute right of the educated Indian to go into the Transvaal. Is that so ?

MR. GANDHI: If he can pass the test, certainly.

THE INTERVIEWER: But the Imperial Government has taken up the attitude
that a self-governing Colony can exclude whom it will; at least, broadly, that is the
position which has been taken up. On the other hand, you claim a right which the
Imperial Government says the self-governing Colony is entitled to exercise, and say
that it cannot exclude a certain class.

MR. GANDHI : I don’t think that the Imperial Government has
at any stage taken up the attitude that self-governing Colonies have a
perfect right to exclude whom they will; but, if that has been stated,
then it is a departure from the Colonial policy hitherto followed. I
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don’t think the Imperial Government would pass any such law. The
Imperial Government made a mistake with reference to the Immigration
Law of the Transvaal—that is to say, in no section was there any mention
of Asiatics, except in the most indirect manner; but the Government of
the Transvaal has placed an interpretation upon one section which
brings about that result, and the Imperial Government, having accepted
that, now finds it most difficult to intervene effectively. If the Imperial
Government is now going to say that the self-governing Colonies have
a perfect right to exclude whom they will, then that is an innovation in
Colonial policy hitherto followed. You know that, in 1897, the late
Mr. Escombe actually submitted to Mr. Chamberlain a draft law to
exclude Asiatics from this Colony, and Mr. Chamberlain then said that
he would not pass it, and suggested that any exclusion law should not
be racial, but should be of a general character. That suggestion was
adopted, and since then the Natal Act has been copied everywhere
throughout the Colonies. But, with regard to what members of the
Imperial Ministry have said as to the rights of the Colonies to
exclusion of whom they will, I don’t think you will find any definite
pronouncement.

Asked what was the position to-day in the Transvaal, Mr. Gandhi said:

The position to-day is that the Indians have gone through the
struggle for the last two years, and over 2,000 have gone through the
prisons of the Transvaal—that is to say, nearly one-third of the actual
resident Indian population of the Transvaal, and one-sixth of the possible
Indian population of the Transvaal. This has also carried conviction
amongst some representative Europeans, and, as a result, a small Com-
mittee has been formed, with Mr. W. Hosken as Chairman, which
Committee has pledged itself to support the British Indians in their
struggle, even to the extent of facing imprisonment, if need be, until
the claims put forward by the Indians, which these friends consider
to be just, are granted. The Government considers that it will be able
to starve us into submission. It is perfectly true that some may be-
come exhausted and yield, but I believe that we have amongst ourselves
a very large and sufficient number to carry on the struggle, in the face
of all odds. There are some who have already sold out their businesses,
given up everything, and are merely carrying on the struggle because
they consider that a great principle is involved, and if my esti-
mate is true, I can only say that the conclusion can be but one, viz.,
that our demands will be granted. How early or how late that will
come about will depend upon our own strength. Then, in England
we have the South Africa British Indian Committee, with Lord Ampthill
—sometime acting Viceroy of India—as chairman, also working for the
same object, and that Committee has on it many influential Anglo-
Indians of wide experience, and I think that, if we are patient enough,
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we will be able to gain sympathy from all quarters. Meanwhile, the
Transvaal Government has again begun to take active steps. I have a
telegram saying that nearly 30 Indians have already been deported to
Natal, and they have immediately re-entered the Transvaal, and now
await trial there. This time, I understand, they will be charged under
a different section, and will, therefore, suffer imprisonment. The Natal
leaders and 33 others will be brought before the Magistrate, probably
to-morrow. They will share the same fate, so that the process of filling
the gaols of the Transvaal has now commenced, and it remains to be
seen whether they are equal to the task or not. The Government evi-
dently thinks that by these drastic measures, and by the magistrates
imposing the fullest penalties provided by the law, the Indians will
succumb and submit to it, but I do not think so.

THE INTERVIEWER: Has the law-abiding Indian, rightly in the Transvaal, any
substantial grievance against the laws there as they stand today?

MR. GANDHI: Certainly. Although we are not now fighting on the
ground of any such grievances, there are grievances. For instance, the
most law-abiding Indian is deprived of the ownership of land, and can-
not possess a piece of land in the country, except in special Locations.
That may be said to be a most tangible grievance. But that is apart
from what we are fighting for. The principle involved in this struggle
is, or was, at one time, religious, that is to say, the law of 1907 strikes
at the religious sentiment of the people, but the principal object now is
on account of the honour of the Indian race, for we are to be treated
as an integral part of the Empire, or we are not.

THE INTERVIEWER: That is a very wide principle, but, as I understand it, the
real crux of the whole thing is this question of the right of educated Indians to
enter the Transvaal. In that case there is the statement already referred to as to the
Imperial Government not being prepared to quarrel with a self-governing Colony
which denies that right of entry.

MR. GANDHI: Then, in that case, we fight both the local Govern-
ment and the Imperial Government. But I still believe that the
Imperial Government is with us.

THE INTERVIEWER: Well, it is a certain impasse just now. You are simply fight-
ing to make the position so unbearable that some Imperial action will be taken.

MR. cANDHI: Well, I have so great a faith in the spirit of the struggle,
that I feel that, before the Imperial Government intervenes, all the
Colonies in South Africa will say “No, we must grant those just
demands.” There are already signs of that in the Transvaal, and some
prominent Europeans who had at first deprecated our entering on the
second struggle are now strongly supporting us.

The Natal Mercury, 6-1-1909
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83. SHOPKEEPERS VERSUS HAWKERS

STOMACH VERSUS LIMBS

Once upon a time a great quarrel arose between the stomach and
the limbs of the body. The hands said, ““We shall do no work. We are
tired of working. We carry food to the mouth every time, but it is the
stomach that eats it and wastes it. We get no help from the stomach.”
The legs said, “We shall not walk a step. We have fruitlessly slaved
for the stomach. It is only the stomach that really enjoys itself. The
stomach is honoured like the king. It has fallen to us to do the
drudgery.” The other limbs of the body also made similar complaints.
The stomach did a good deal of explaining, saying, “The work I put
in is not visible. The hands merely carry the food to the mouth, and
their work is then over. The legs enjoy rest after fetching the food. But
I have to work twenty-four hours a day, though you may not be
able to see it. If I take rest even for a minute, all of you will stop work-
ing. You yourselves will be the first to suffer if you stop working. So far
as I am concerned, I can carry on my work for some time, though, with-
out you, I too shall have to die ultimately. But if you stop working,
know for certain that you are virtually dead before I die.”” However,
the limbs were not convinced. They stopped working. In twenty-four
hours, the hands, the feet and the other limbs of the body became
weak. They repented. As the stomach did not receive any food, they be-
came worried. In the end, they were convinced of the truth of what
the stomach had said. They realized that the work done by the
stomach was not inconsiderable, and that because the stomach worked
for many limbs, [the benefit of ] its work was spread all over, with the
result that it could not be noticed by any particular limb. But when the
limbs stopped working, they discovered that it was they who were the
first victims.

We were reminded of this story by some letters which we have re-
ceived. The correspondents accuse businessmen in a number of ways.
Some have gone to the length of abusing them, while others hold out
threats against them. Many of them put forward religion as the excuse,
quite late in the day, for not going to gaol. As the limbs in the story be-
came jealous of the stomach, all these persons have become envious of
the shopkeepers. They charge the Transvaal shopkeepers with having
betrayed the hawkers and ruined them. The businessmen are enjoy-
ing themselves [they say], having sent the hawkers to gaol. One of the
correspondents, while he refers to hawkers in respectful terms on the
one hand, states on the other that they cannot voice their views freely
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at meetings because they are afraid of the shopkeepers. We have not
published these letters, for they are not such as will enhance the pres-
tige of the community. The reason for these charges is the fact that some
traders have transferred their businesses to the names of their wives
or of some whites. It behoves these traders to be generous, like the
stomach, and reason with the hawkers gently. The community has sub-
mitted to slavery for a very long time and has never tasted indepen-
dence. Now that we have reached the threshold of independence
with the help of the weapon of satyagraha, and are being freed from
slavery, everyone, great or small, finds it difficult to adjust him-
self naturally to the new situation. We envy those whom we find to be
superior to the rest. There is nothing surprising about this. Every
nation which has attained freedom has passed through such a stage of
heart-burning. Before a child is delivered, the mother suffers pangs which
are like agonies of death. It is then that the child is born. In
the same way, before we see the birth of freedom, not only shall we have
to suffer the pangs inflicted by the Government, but also those of our
own making. The charges against the traders mentioned above are ill-
conceived. Those of them who have transferred their businesses to
whites did so neither out of greed nor out of fear of going to gaol.
Most of them are in fact ready to go to gaol. The only object of trans-
ferring businesses was to see that we did not ourselves place in the
hands of the Government the ammunition that it might use against
us. We must remind the hawkers that when hands were laid on Indians
in January [1908], it was mainly the businessmen who were first
attacked. Almost all the traders of Standerton have been to gaol. The
Chairman of the Association, Mr. Cachalia, has been to gaol. Mr. Aswat
and Mr. Nagadi, who had got themselves arrested with great difficulty,
have completed their term of imprisonment and likewise Mr. Ebrahim
Kazi is in gaol now; and he too got the opportunity only when he trans-
ferred his business to a white. Mr. Bhabha went to gaol in Middelburg,
and Mr. Belim in Christiana. At present Mr. Mahomed Mia is in gaol.
Thus, a large number of traders have suffered imprisonment. Those who
came specially from Natal to help us are also leading merchants of the
Colony. It is therefore not proper to accuse the traders. The hawkers
ought to see that they do not envy the traders. They should be satisfied
if the traders go to gaol. To say that the traders have ruined them
suggests that they think they themselves made a mistake in going to
gaol. In fact, we should believe that those who are responsible for
sending us to gaol have done us good. Those who have gone to gaol
have been the gainers. Those who have not gone to gaol have been
the losers. Those who have sacrificed their wealth for the sake of their
motherland have in reality earned it. Those who betrayed their country,
their prestige and their pledge, and clung to their money are, really
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speaking, poor in spite of their riches. We hope therefore that those
who have written letters to us and those who hold similar views will
ponder over our words and will persist in the fight rather than, by
abandoning it, lose the game that we are about to win.

If it behoves the hawkers to realize this, the traders too cannot
be let off. We cannot say that they are entirely blameless. No doubt
there are some among them who are cowards, to whom their money
is their God. Their heart is not in the movement. Some make big
speeches and nothing more. All the traders should follow the example
of the stomach. It gives more to the limbs than it keeps for itself of
what it digests. Whereas the limbs work only for some time, the stomach
slaves all the twenty-four hours, not for its own sake but for the sake of
the limbs. In the same way, it is up to the traders to safeguard the
interests of hawkers and their dependants. Though they are big men,
they must learn to be humble and, though masters, they must act as
servants. One may transfer one’s business to another’s name if it cannot
be helped. But this is only the last resort, fit enough for half-cowards.
We hope that those who are resolved to be lions, who are brave satya-
grahis, will never take out licences in the names of third parties, but
help the cause of the community by winding up their businesses and
embracing poverty for the present. That is the only right way for a
man who claims the privilege of social status, of wealth. We cannot say
that the hawkers have had no reason to complain; no one would have
any ground for complaint if every businessman did his duty and sacri-
ficed self-interest for the common good. The Indians in South Africa
have their eyes fixed at present on the Transvaal merchants. The
hawkers have to fight their battle independently, but in case they give
in, the traders will also share part of the blame for that. Day by day,
the situation in the Transvaal is getting more delicate. We pray to
God to show the right path to the traders, the hawkers and all other
Indians, to keep them resolute, to give them the courage to bear all
the hardships that their heroic undertaking may entail.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909



84. OTHER LEADERS OF NATAL

Every Indian will want to know what the leaders of Natal have
been doing, apart from those who have sacrificed their all for the sake
of the country and proceeded to the Transvaal. The question that our
Johannesburg correspondent has posed for Natal is worth pondering
over. Every Indian in South Africa is morally bound to help the Trans-
vaal struggle. Natal’s obligation is twofold. But we regret to say that the
leaders who have remained behind are not doing their full duty.
This ought to make all of us hang our heads in shame. The first
duty of the leaders is to start raising contributions to the Congress
fund. The Congress is running short of money. It is in debt. Mr. Robin-
son’s Bill is hanging over us. When the brave heroes of Natal go to gaol,
it will be the duty of the Congress to dispatch telegrams; what does it
propose to do in that case? Where will it get the money from? Will
not the Congress offer any help if it is found that the families of those
imprisoned in the Transvaal are facing starvation? If it wants to
help, what source will it draw upon ?

Movements for raising contributions were initiated again and again.
They never made any progress. This is not the way to conduct
the affairs of a big public body.

The futile dispute with the Main Line [Indians] is dragging on
merrily. On behalf of the Main Line leaders, Mr. Mahomed
Ibrahim and Mr. Kharsani had a meeting with Mr. Dawad
Mahomed in the Volksrust gaol. A settlement was almost reached, but
it appears everything is in the melting-pot again. It is obviously the
duty of the leaders of the Main Line Indians to offer monetary help
rather than raise issues. If only they will see the point, the position is
simple: their demand can be easily met, nay, it is almost as good as met.
They want that a large number of Main Line Indians should be inclu-
ded in the Committee as of right. This right has always been there.

All the same, they can demand an assurance that the right will be dul
respected. The other point in dispute is that their consent shoul

be necessary for every item of expenditure exceeding £25. Though
this is a trivial matter, the Congress can pass a resolution to that
effect. The Main Line Indians should realize that it is for themselves,
not for others, to ensure that they enjoy these rights. The Congress
certainly cannot stand in their way. But it is not in the least proper to
hold up the work of collection just for this reason. We hope that the
Main Line Indians will not fail in their duty.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909



85. HINDU-MUSLIM RIOTS

Reuter cables received here report violent Hindu-Muslim riots in
Calcutta. It is believed that several persons were killed. Some Hindus
attacked a mosque, which provoked the Muslims. They retaliated. The
Army was called in. It appears from the cables that order has not yet
been restored. None of us can judge how far these reports are true.
It is, however, apparent that the cause of the riots was a white officer.
There appears to be no reason why Hindus and Muslims should
fight among themselves. In their short-sightedness, the officers imagine
that they stand to gain if the two communities fall out with each other.
The situation in India is so critical at present that the Government, as
also the officers—a large number of them—believe, can rest secure if the
two communities fight with each other. One must consider what the
duty of overseas Indians in this situation is. It is clear to us that, whether
we are Hindus or Muslims, we must not support either side. We should
feel sorry that a third party has provoked quarrels among us and pray
to Khuda-Ishwar in mosques and in temples to grant that there might
be an end to the disputes that frequently arise between our two com-
munities. We are convinced that every patriotic Indian will see that
this is the only way to ensure the progress of India.

The war of satyagraha that we have been waging can be effective
in every situation, and we may rest confident that, in case disputes
arise between the two communities, we can meet them with this same
weapon.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909

86. VANCOUVER INDIANS

It appears the Indians of Vancouver, in Canada, are standing up
to the Government with great courage. They refused to walk into the
trap laid by the Government there for removing them to a malarial
region. They will now remain in Vancouver, instead of migrating to
the British Honduras. Two of their representatives who had gone on an
inspection tour of the Honduras reported that it was not suitable for
Indian settlement. They allege that inducements were held out to them
to submit a false report. But they were not influenced. They only
thought of the interests of their compatriots. Both these Indians
deserve congratulations.



PH@ENIX SCHOOL 135

Vancouver Indians are not men who can be trifled with. Another
instance of this kind has come to our knowledge. From reports in news-
papers published there, we find that a professor named Teja Singh,
who has settled there and passed the M.A. examination, addressing a
meeting of thousands of Sikhs and other Indians, spoke as follows:

As far as the present agitation in India is concerned, the
country will put up a constitutional fight. But should redress be
denied, an Indian will arise who, equipped with arms, will lead
the people to fight with bombs and explosives.

The uncontrolled powers which the white officers in India
enjoy have made some of them totally incapable of understand-
ing the people. The eyes of the Sikhs are being opened. They
are beginning to understand things. India wants justice. Mr. Cun-
ningham wrote some vyears ago in a book of history that if
England failed to do justice, there would arise in India a great
military leader who would seize all power in his hands. No
State can be built on the foundation of bad faith.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909

87. PHENIX SCHOOL

We hinted last week that we might write [more] about this school.!
We are now in a position to report as under:

BoarbpinG

Those in Pheoenix who live with their families can take in up to
eight boarders. It is intended that the boys who may be accepted as
boarders will be treated as one’s own children. This practice prevailed
in India in olden days, and it should be revived as far as possible.
There is only one condition for a boy’s admission, namely, he should
be in sound health. Indians of any caste or community will be admit-
ted. No distinctions will be made in such matters as food, etc. The boys
will get the same food as the inmates, with certain modifications. It
will be, in effect, as under:

Half a bottle of milk, two ounces of ghee, flour, mealie meal,
pulse, rice, fresh fruit, green vegetables, sugar, bread, nuts (mainly
groundnut).

The diet will be provided regularly, spread over not less than three
and not more than four meals as it may suit the boys. Which of these

1 Vide “Phcenix School”, p. 119.
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items should be included in which meal will be decided in the light of
our customary practice or in any other way that may be found to be
best from experience.

The diet does not include tea, coffee or cocoa. It is our view,
based on our knowledge and experience, that things such as tea are
harmful even to adults, and much more so to children. Some medical
men think that the introduction of tea, etc., has led to an increase in the
incidence of ill-health.

Moreover, tea, coffee and cocoa are produced through the labour
of men who work more or less in conditions of slavery. In Natal, for
instance, it is the indentured labourers who work on tea and coffee
plantations. Cocoa is produced in the Congo, where indentured
Kaffirs are made to work beyond all limits of endurance. We think
that slave labour is used even in the production of sugar. Though it is
not possible to look too deeply into these matters, we are firmly of the
view that these three things should be used as sparingly as possible.

Furthermore, if we claim to be fired with the spirit of swadeshi in
India, we had better avoid these three things as far as possible. There
is no need to go into these arguments, especially those against tea,
in this place. Suffice it to say that boys do not need these things.

BoarpiNng CHARGES

We find that boarding charges come to not less than a guinea a
month. The figure includes the barber’s service charges. The provi-
sions themselves amount to 41 [per head]. A shilling is added to this
by way of washing charges. No separate charges for a barber’s services
are included since this work is mostly done by the inmates of Phoenix
themselves and does not entail any expenditure.

Lobcine

It will not be possible to provide lodging arrangements similar
to the boarding tariff outlined above. There are not enough buildings
to provide the requisite accommodation, nor can the boys be conve-
niently lodged with families. It will therefore be necessary to build a
dormitory for them. We do not see any possibility of our being able
to provide lodging for them before such a dormitory is built. To show
that there will be no differential treatment as between the boys who
may be admitted and the boys of the families which will provide
board to them, it is intended that the two classes of boys will sleep in
the same room. It is thus necessary to put up a building which will
provide sleeping accommodation to about 20 boys. The construction
of such a building and of a reservoir to provide bathing facilities for the
boys is estimated to cost £200. These arrangements for boys can mate-
rialize if those who want to have their boys admitted agree to raise
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this sum. The estimates have been prepared in consultation with the
architect, Mr. Kallenbach, and an Indian carpenter. The ownership
of the building will be vested in those who donate the money, provided
they will have no rights so long as the school functions. If it ceases
to function, the donors may, if they choose, carry away the building.
The necessary amount may either be provided by the parents who want
to send their boys, or may be raised through donations from others.
Those who donate money will be serving a public cause. The inmates
of Pheenix are so busy these days that they are in no position to
undertake the necessary effort to raise a fund.

DrEss

It is more convenient to prescribe a uniform dress for the boys.
The following will be the requirements of dress according to us:

L os. d.
1 Hair-brush 1 6
3 Half-length breeches 6 0
3 Shirts 6 0
4 Shorts 4 0
2 Pairs of sandals or shoes 6 0
1 Hat 2 0
2 Night dresses 4 0
2 Towels 2 0
2 Napkins 1 0
4 Pocket handkerchiefs 1 0

—
—
(€8]
(@)}

The cap will be of the model customary in one’s community. The
hat mentioned above is merely for use when working in the sun. Whe-
ther such a dress should be provided for the boys or not will depend
on their parents. If any parents do not want to incur this expenditure
or are not anxious to teach the boys such simplicity, they may send with
the boys materials for the items indicated above in a small bag or
packet. If they ask us, we suggest that they send nothing with the boys,
but give us a sum of £1.13.6, with permission to have the required
garments made and give them to the boys to wear. The requirements
of dress indicated above are for one year.

BEDs

We do not intend to provide Indian-style beds to sleep on, but
think of using planks of the kind in use in gaols. They appear to be
more conducive to one’s well-being. We think it is healthier for the boys
to be made to sleep on blankets than to be allowed cotton mattresses.
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But we shall make necessary alterations in this regard as desired by
parents. According to us, the boys will need the following things:

3 Blankets 10s
1 Pillow Is
4 Bedsheets 45
2 Pillow-covers ls

165

Parents may themselves send these materials; otherwise we shall
be prepared to buy them. Leaving the expenditure on dress and
blankets, etc., to the decision of the parents, we calculate that the
other expenditure to be borne by them will amount to one guinea
per month. It is proposed to charge admission fee at the rate of £1
for each boy. The sum is intended to be spent on buying the required
books for him. It is not that books worth that amount will be
necessarily bought. But the intention is to keep some provision for the
miscellaneous expenditure on the boys that the school may find it
necessary to incur. Books required for advanced boys will have to be
provided by the parents.

TEACHERS

It will be observed from the account given above that we do not
propose to charge any monthly fee. We are in a position to follow this
course only because the teachers maintain themselves by their earnings
from the [International Printing] Press. With the permission of the
press, every teacher gives his services at certain hours. It is also planned
to have a School Board which will consider methods of teaching, etc.

Among the teachers will be Purshottamdas Desai (Principal),
Mr. West, Mr. Cordes, Miss West and others.

CURRICULUM

The main object of this school is to strengthen the pupils’ character.
It is said that real education consists in teaching the pupil the art of
learning. In other words, a desire for knowledge should grow in him.
Knowledge, however, is of many kinds. There is some knowledge which
is harmful. If, therefore, the boys’ character is not formed well, they
will acquire the wrong kind of knowledge. Because of lack of proper
planning in education, we observe that some persons grow to be athe-
ists and some, though highly educated, fall a prey to vices. It is there-
fore the main object of this school to assist in building the moral charac-
ter of boys. We can see this aim realized in Mr. Hassan Mia and
Mr. Ravikrishna. We can form some idea of what Mr. Hassan Mia has
been doing in England. Mr. Ravikrishna is in gaol today for the sake of
the country. Both these have gone out from the school at Phoenix.
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Boys will be taught their own language, that is, Gujarati or
Hindi and, if possible, Tamil, as also English, arithmetic, history, geo-
graphy, botany and zoology. Advanced pupils will also be taught
algebra and geometry. It is expected that they can be brought up to
the matriculation level.

For purposes of religious instruction, parents will be allowed to
send any religious teacher of their choice. Hindu boys will be taught
the fundamentals of the Hindu religion in any manner that may be
desired by their parents. Indian Christians will be taught the elements
of the Christian religion by Mr. West and Mr. Cordes on the basis of
the teachings of Theosophy. For boys of the Muslim faith, we want to
arrange for a Moulvi, if possible. They will be permitted to go to
Durban on Fridays. We believe that the education of any people is
fruitless without religious instruction. Therefore, it is the duty of
parents with a religious bent of mind to provide their children with
both religious and secular education. We shall find on reflection that
what we call secular education is also for strengthening the religious
instinct. We think education imparted without any such aim is often
harmful.

Boys will be taught the history of ancient and modern India so as
to inculcate in them love of India and help them grow patriotic.

Apart from this, there is no other information to be given. We hope
that those who want to send their boys will do so indeed. As for the
difficulty about the building, it is the duty of the parents to remove
it. It is hardly necessary to mention that a report on the school and a
statement of accounts will be published regularly.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909

88. HIGHER-GRADE SCHOOL

It is plainly the intention of the Government gradually to drive
away Indian boys from higher-grade Indian schools and other Gov-
ernment schools. We have already shown that the remedy lies in having
a school of our own, and have been saying this in connection with the
Pheenix schooll. All the same, it is necessary to fight the Government.
There are two ways of fighting it and securing justice. One, through
courts of law, and two, through petitions, etc. Whether we can obtain
redress through the courts of law cannot be stated without careful
study. We can come to no final conclusion from the fact that a suit
was filed once and dismissed by the Supreme Court. Hence, a good

1 Vide the preceding item.
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lawyer may be consulted and, if advised by him, the matter should
be fought out legally. If that is not possible, a petition may be made.
The matter should be taken right up to the Imperial Government.
Of course, we shall need to have sanctions behind all these moves.
We can apply them through satyagraha. We need not at the moment
go into the question of how this can be done. We can discuss it later.
Meanwhile, it is necessary that the leaders take the steps outlined above
as expeditiously as possible.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909

89. MY SECOND EXPERIENCE IN GAOL [-II]

Work

The Government can exact nine hours’ labour daily from those
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment. The prisoners are locked in every
day at six o’clock. At half-past five in the morning, there is a bell to
wake them up, and the cell-doors open at six. The prisoners are
counted when they are locked in and again when they are let out. In
order that the counting may be orderly and speedy, every prisoner is
required to stand at attention near his bed. Each one must roll up his
bedding, put it in its proper place and, after a wash, be ready before
six. Then, at seven, work starts. The work assigned is of various kinds.
On the first day, we had to dig up the soil in a field near the main road
for purposes of cultivation.! About 30 Indians were there. No one was
thus compelled to work if he was not fit enough. We were taken there
along with the Kaffirs. The soil was very hard, and since it had to be dug
up with spades, the labour involved was strenuous. The day was very
hot. The place of work must have been at a distance of about one and
a half miles from the gaol. All the Indians set to work with great energy.
But only a few of them were used to hard work, so that we were all quite
exhausted with the exertion. Among us was Ravikrishna, son of
Babu Talevantsingh. I was much disconcerted to see him work, and
yet the energy with which he went about it gladdened my heart.
As the day advanced, we found the task quite hard. The warder was
rather sharp of temper. He shouted at the prisoners all the time to
keep on working. The more he shouted, the more nervous the Indians be-
came. | even saw some of them in tears. One, I noticed, had a swollen
foot. I was sorely distressed at this. However, I went on urging every-
one to ignore the warder and carry on as best he could. I too got

I Later, this became the subject of a controversy; vide Appendix VII.
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exhausted. There were large blisters on the palms, the lymph oozing
out of them. It was difficult to bend down, and the spade seemed to
weigh a maund. For myself, I was praying to God all the time to save
my honour, so that I might not break down, and to give me strength
to keep doing the work as well as I should. Placing my trust in Him,
I went on with the work. The warder started rebuking me. He did
so because I was resting. I told him that there was no need to shout
at me, that I would do my best and work to the utmost limit of endu-
rance. Just then, I observed Mr. Jhinabhai Desai fainting away. I
paused a little, not being allowed to leave the place of work. The
warder went to the spot. I found that I, too, must go, and
I ran. Two other Indians also followed me. Water was sprinkled over
Jhinabhai. He came to. The warder sent away the others to their work.
I was allowed to remain by his side. After plenty of cold water had
been poured over Jhinabhai’s head, he felt somewhat better. I told the
warder that Jhinabhai would not be able to walk down to the gaol.
Hence a cab was sent for. I was ordered to take him in it to the gaol.
As T splashed cold water over Jhinabhai’s head, I thought to myself,
“A great many Indians have been going to gaol at my word. What a
sinner I would be if I had been giving wrong advice! Am I the cause
of all this suffering on the part of Indians?”’ As I thought thus, I sighed
deeply. I considered the matter afresh, with God as witness, and, after
being plunged in reflection for some time, I collected myself with a
smile. I felt I had given the right advice. If to bear suffering is in itself
a kind of happiness, there is no need to be worried by it. This was only
a case of fainting, but even if it were to be death, I could have given
no other advice. Seeing that our sole duty was to break free from our
fetters by enduring every hardship rather than remaining bound for
life, I felt light in heart and tried to instil courage in Jhinabhai.

As soon as the cab arrived, Jhinabhai was made to lie down in
it and was taken away. A complaint was made to the chief warder.
After inquiry, the warder was reprimanded. Jhinabhai was not taken
out for work at noon. Similarly, four other Indians were found too
weak [to work]. All the others resumed work. One is required to work
from twelve noon to one. At noon, supervision over us was assigned
to a Kaffir warder instead of a white one. He proved a little better. He
did not go on prodding us. Occasionally, he would shout a few words.
Moreover, at noon Kaffirs and Indians were deployed in the same
place, though at different spots. We were given softer soil to dig up.

I had a talk with the contractor. He said that the labour of Indian
prisoners was likely to put him to some loss. He admitted that Indians
could not all at once equal the Kaffirs in point of physical strength.
I also told him that they were not likely to work [harder] for fear of
the warder, that they would do as much—and only as much—as they
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possibly could for fear of God. But I found it necessary later to revise
this idea altogether. Let us see how that happened.

We were taken out [again] the next day. But we were sent with a
Kaffir warder instead of a white one. The Kaffir, moreover, was not the
same one as on the previous day. He had been advised not to bother
us at all about work.

(To be continued)

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-1-1909

90. LETTER TO “RAND DAILY MAIL!

Pu@nIx,
Fanuary 9, 1909

THE EpI1TOR
RAND DAILY MAIL
[ JOHANNESBURG]

SIR,

I notice that there still exists some doubt as to what is wanted
by my countrymen in the Transvaal, who have now been fighting against
tremendous odds for the past two years. I will, therefore, with your
permission, endeavour to state the Indian submission as briefly as
possible.

What we want is the following:

(1) Repeal of Act 2 of 1907;

(2) Legal recognition of the right of highly educated Indians to
enter the Transvaal like any other immigrant, under the educa-
tion test provided by the Immigration Act of the Colony with
such administrative severity in applying the education test
as to exclude all but six highly educated Indians in one year.

Repeal of the old Act is necessary,

(1) for the honour of the country, because it is claimed that
General Smuts is under promise to repeal the Act.

(2) Act 2 of 1907 is in conflict with the new Act of 1908, and,
a recent decision of the Supreme Court has shown, the run-
ning together of the two dissimilar Acts having the same
purpose may lead to dangerous results.

1 This letter appears to have been addressed to Rand Daily Mail. It has
the superscription scored out and the words ‘‘Statement for Mr. Cartwright” substi-
tuted. The office copy available is imperfect and words in square brackets have been
supplied in some places by conjecture.
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(3) Recent events have shown that Act 2 of 1907 is not meant,
[as] was stated by General Smuts at one time, to be a dead
letter.

(4) The Act, being still on the Statute-book of the Colony,
constitutes an offence to the Turkish Mahomedans, and,
therefore, continues to offend the religious susceptibilities of
Indian Mahomedans.

(5) It is open to the Government, if they wish to harass British
Indians, to enforce the most objectionable clauses of the Act.

As to the educated British Indians, General Smuts [stated that there
will be no] objection raised [to the entry] of such persons, if they apply
under the Asiatic Registration Act. This is highly unsatisfactory, be-
cause

(1) the powers granted by the Asiatic Act refer only to temporary
permits;

(2) such temporary permits, even though they may be of long
duration, would still make the holders prohibited immigrants;

(3) the permits, therefore, would prevent the holders [from] carrying
on their profession;

(4) temporary permits would leave their holders at the mercy of
the Government.

What Indians want, in place of such makeshifts, is the retention of
the undoubted right of highly educated Indians to enter the Transvaal
as free immigrants, provided that they pass any education test that the
authorities may impose.

If it be objected that there is no such power reserved in law as to
enable the Minister to impose severe or discriminating tests—I deny
that the present law is not enough for the purpose—my countrymen will
offer no objection to administrative discrimination against them. Thus,
power can be given to the Minister to set any education test, even
different tests for different classes, the Minister’s decision in such cases
being final and not appealable to the Supreme Court. Under such a
severe test, it will be competent for the Government to limit the entry
of highly educated Indians to only six in any one year.

My countrymen resent a racial bar as regards educated Indians,
it being deemed a national dishonour. Whilst, therefore, the matter
with General Smuts is largely sentimental, with Indians it is one of vital
principle.

Repeal of Act 2 of 1907 is necessary, whether we demand it or not.
Amendment of the Immigration Act is necessary, because of the severe
condemnation by the Supreme Court of its several clauses. Why not,
then, at the time of amending it, free it from the taint of the Asiatic
Act, and alter it so as to give the Minister additional powers regarding
the imposition of the education test? Indians on their part will under-
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take not to raise passive resistance over the administration of the
education test, so long as six highly educated Indians are passed under
the test during any single year.

I am, etc.,

M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 4914

91. EDUCATION OF INDIANS IN NATAL

We wrote last week about the decision of the Government not to
admit boys above the age of 14 to the higher-grade Indian schools.!
Whatever steps it is proposed to take in this connection must be taken
immediately. On further inquiry, we find that there are two ways of
filing a suit. First, a suit may be filed against the refusal to admit an
over-age boy, and second, for securing admission of Indian children
into an English school. The second approach may perhaps succeed.
There is less possibility of success in the first. Even then, it is worth-
while to file a case of that kind. It will expose the Government’s inten-
tions. In filing a case of the second kind, we need not think of sending
our boys to an English school afterwards; only, if we win the case, boys
may get more concessions in the higher-grade [school].

Both these suits will cost money. If Indian parents raise it, something
can be done.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 16-1-1909

92. IMMIGRATION COMMISSION

The Natal Immigration Commission commenced its sessions in
Durban on Tuesday. Anyone who wants may give evidence before it.
It is the duty of the Congress to give evidence on this issue. Indi-
viduals may also do so. According to us, there is only one thing which
all Indians can say, and that is to ask for an end to the system of
indenture. There is hardly any difference between indenture and
slavery. We assume that Indians who have come over under the
system have stood to gain somewhat. But, in fact, by accepting slavery
for the sake of pecuniary gain, they have only suffered a loss. Those
who endure such slavery are as good as lost to the motherland. Their
slavery is of no benefit to the country. So long as man is not able to
work as an independent individual, the community derives no benefit

1 Vide pp. 139-40.
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from his work. Looking at the matter from other points of view, too, it
appears necessary that the system of indenture should be stopped.

This, therefore, is the evidence that should be tendered before the
Commission.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 16-1-1909

93. MY SECOND EXPERIENCE IN GAOL [-II]

We were advised to make a sincere attempt to do our best. The
work assigned to us was also light. We had to dig up pits and fill
them on municipal land adjoining the main road. This allowed
occasional rest. But I found from experience that, left to our conscience

and our God, we are shirkers. For I observed that the men slackened
in their work.

It is my confirmed belief that we get a bad name because of this
habit of shirking work and also that this habit is one of the reasons why
our struggle is being prolonged. Satyagraha is a difficult as well as an
easy method. Our bona fides must not be in doubt. We bear no ill will to
the Government. We do not regard it as our enemy. If we are fighting
it, it is with a view to correcting its errors and making it mend its
ways. We would not be happy to see it in difficulties. We believe that even
our resistance is for its good. It follows from this line of reason-
ing that we at any rate should work to the best of our ability in gaol.
If we believe that we have no moral obligation to work [hard],
it is not right that we put in the full amount of work in the presence of
the warder. If it is not just that we should work, then we should not
submit to the warder, but resist him rather and suffer any further term
of imprisonment that may be awarded to us in consequence. But
there is no Indian who holds such a view. If some of them do not
work [hard enough], there is no more to it than mere laziness and desire
to shirk work. It does not become us thus to be lazy or to shirk work.
As satyagrabhis, it is our duty to do whatever work is given to us; if we
worked [as well as we could] without any fear of the warder, we would
be spared all harassment. There would then be no question of our being
made to overwork ourselves. Because of the habit of shirking work,
people were put to some difficulties in gaol.

After this digression, let us return to the main story. As days
passed, our work became lighter, as I have pointed out above. The
batch which included me was next assigned the task of maintaining
cleanliness in the gaol garden and looking after its cultivation. Our

9-10



146 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

work was mainly to sow maize seeds, clear the potato bed and dust the
potato plants.

And then, for two days, they took us to dig a municipal tank.
Our work there consisted of digging, piling up the earth and carrying
it away in barrows. This again was hard work. We had a taste of it
only for two days. I had a swollen wrist, which was cured when treated
with earth.

The place being at a distance of four or five miles, we used to be
taken there in a trolley. We had to cook our meal near the tank, so
that we also carried with us the necessary provisions and fuel. Here,
too, the contractor was not satisfied. We could not equal the Kaffirs.
After making us work on the tank for two days, they gave us some
other work. Hitherto they used to take out mostly such Indians as were
strong enough for work. Now, however, they were formed into groups.
Some of them were sent to dig out the weeds that had shot up round
the soldiers’ tombs. Others were sent to clean the graveyard. This
arrangement continued for some time. Meanwhile, after the Barberton
case, nearly 50 Indians were released.

During the remaining period, we were assigned work in the garden.
This included digging, reaping, sweeping, etc. This cannot be consi-
dered to be heavy work; rather, it was conducive to vigour of health.
One may at first get bored when engaged on such work for nine hours
at a stretch, but one doesn’t feel it after getting used to it.

Apart from the kind of work described above, it is the duty of the
men in every cell to carry the bucket for urine, etc., placed in it. I ob-
served that our people are unwilling to do such work. In fact, there is
no reason why one should mind it. It is wrong to think of any work
as humiliating or degrading. Moreover, those who have offered them-
selves for imprisonment cannot afford to stand on prestige thus. I saw
that sometimes there was some argument as to who should carry the
urine bucket. If we have understood the full meaning of satyagraha,
we would compete with one another in offering to do such work, instead
of making difficulties about it, and one would feel honoured if the work
fell to one’s lot. That is to say, the honour would not consist in being
required by the Government to work, but, since the work had in any
case to be attended to, he who was the first to offer himself would deserve
special honour.

Since we have resolved to bear all suffering, each one of us may as
well come forward to suffer more than others, and he who suffers most
should feel most honoured. An example of this was once set by
Mr. Hasan Mirza. He has been suffering from a very bad disease of the
lungs. He is delicate of health. All the same, he gladly took upon him-
self whatever work fell to his lot from day to day. Furthermore, he gave
no thought to his health. Once, a Kaffir warder asked him to clean
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the chief warder’s privy, which he instantly started doing. As he had
never done such work, he vomited. He was not upset by this. While
he was cleaning another privy, I happened to come up and see him
engaged upon the work. I was astonished. To be sure, I felt great affec-
tion for him. On inquiry, I learnt about the first privy. Another time, the
same Kaffir warder was ordered by the chief [warder] to find
two Indians to clean the latrines specially set apart for the Indians. The
warder approached me about this and asked me to name two per-
sons. I thought I was the best person for such work, and so I went myself.

Personally, I feel no shame in this kind of work. I think we should
accustom ourselves to it. Because of the dislike we feel for such work,
not only do we find the front of our houses and our lavatories gene-
rally dirty, but also originate, or spread, epidemics such as the plague,
etc. We assume that lavatories are bound to be unclean, and thus we
frequently invite the charge of being dirty. Once an Indian was sen-
tenced to solitary confinement, that is to say, he was locked up in a
cell by himself, for refusing to do such work. Of course, I see nothing
wrong in our having to submit to any kind of sentence. But, in this parti-
cular case, the penalty could have been avoided. It is, moreover, not
proper that we should hold ourselves back from such work. When I
set out to attend to the work, the warder began to scold others and
urged them to come forward. This spread the news about the order and
forthwith Mr. Omar Osman and Mr. Rustomjee ran to my help; the
work was very light, though. My object in narrating this story is to show
that these men also felt honoured in doing such work when required
by the Government. If we are hurt by the nature of the work assigned
to us, we cannot take part in any fight worth the name.

REMOVED TO JOHANNESBURG

I have given above an account of the work [assigned to us] in
Volksrust gaol. But I did not spend two full months in that gaol.
I was suddenly sent away to Johannesburg for a few days. What hap-
pened there is worth recounting. I was taken there on October 25.
The reason was that I was required to give evidence in the case of
Dahya, the tailor. There were all kinds of speculations as to other pos-
sible reasons. Everyone was filled with hope and imagined that per-
haps there might be an interview with General Smuts. It was found
later that there was no such idea. A warder was specially sent from
Johannesburg to fetch me. A railway compartment was placed at our
disposal. We had second-class tickets, the only reason being that there
were no third-class carriages in the train. It appears that prisoners
are carried only in third-class compartments. I was in gaol uniform
throughout the journey. I had some luggage with me, which I was
made to carry myself. The distance from the gaol to the station had to
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be covered on foot. After arriving at Johannesburg, I had [again] to
reach the gaol on foot, carrying the luggage myself. The incident pro-
voked strong comments in newspapers. Questions were asked in the
British Parliament. Many persons felt hurt. Everyone thought that, be-
ing a political prisoner, I should not have been made to walk the dis-
tance, dressed in gaol uniform and carrying a load.!

One can understand why this should have given offence to some
people. When Mr. Anglia came to know how I was to go, there were
tears in his eyes. Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Polak were at the station to see
me, having received information [about my arrival]. They were also
touched to see my condition. There is no reason why one should feel
these things so much. It is not likely that in this country the Govern-
ment will make any distinction between political and other prisoners.
The greater the harassment we suffer, the earlier shall we win our release.
Moreover, we shall find on reflection that it is not much of a
hardship to have to wear a gaol uniform, or go on foot or carry one’s
luggage. But the world will always think of these things as hardships,
and that is why an outcry was raised in England.

I did not have the slightest trouble from the warder during the
journey. I had resolved [while in Volksrust Gaol] that, unless openly
allowed by the warder, I would not take any food other than what I
was allowed in gaol. Hence I had carried on with the gaol diet all these
days. But they had given me no food packet for the journey. The
warder [accompanying me] allowed me to buy whatever food I wanted.
The station master offered me some money. He was also very much
upset [to observe my condition]. I thanked him, [but] declined his
offer of money. I borrowed 10s from Mr. Kazi, who was present at
the station, and spent something from it to buy food for myself and for
the warder on the train.

It was evening when we reached Johannesburg, so that I was not
taken where I could be among other Indians. I was given a bed in a cell
of the prison where there were mostly Kaffir prisoners who had been
lying ill. T spent the night in this cell in great misery and fear. I did
not know that the very next day I would be taken among our own
people, and, thinking that I would be kept in this place all the time,
I became quite nervous. I felt extremely uneasy, but I resolved in my
mind that my duty required me to bear every suffering. I read the
Bhagvad Gita which I had carried with me. I read the verses which had
a bearing on my situation and, meditating on them, managed to
compose myself.

The reason why I felt so uneasy was that the Kaffir and Chinese
prisoners appeared to be wild, murderous and given to immoral ways.

1 Vide Appendix VIII.
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I did not know their language. A Kaflir started putting questions to
me. I felt a hint of mockery even in this. I did not understand what
it was. I returned no reply. He asked me in broken English why I
had been brought there in that fashion. I gave a brief reply, and then
I lapsed into silence. Then came a Chinese. He appeared to be worse.
He came near the bed and looked closely at me. I kept still. Then he
went to a Kaffir lying in bed. The two exchanged obscene jokes, un-
covering each other’s genitals. Both these prisoners had charges of
murder and larceny against them. Knowing this, how could I possibly
sleep? Thinking that I would bring this to the notice of the Governor
the next day, I fell asleep for a while late in the night.

Real suffering lies in this. Carrying luggage and such other troubles
are nothing very serious. Realizing that the experience I have had must
also sometimes be that of other Indians, and that they too would feel the
fear that I did, I was happy that I had suffered in the same way as
others. The experience, I thought, would impel me to agitate against
the Government all the more tenaciously, and I hoped that I might
succeed in inducing prison reforms in regard to these matters. All these
are indirect benefits of satyagraha.

As soon as we rose the following day, I was taken to where the
other prisoners were lodged, so that I had no chance to complain to
the Governor about what had happened. I have, though, resolved in
my mind on an agitation to ensure that Indian prisoners are not lodged
with Kaffirs or others. When I arrived at the place, there were about
15 Indian prisoners. Except for three, all of them were satyagrahis.
The three were charged with other offences. These prisoners were
generally lodged with Kaffirs. When I reached there, the chief warder
issued an order that all of us should be lodged in a separate room. I
observed with regret that some Indians were happy to sleep in the same
room as the Kaffirs, the reason being that they hoped there for a
secret supply of tobacco, etc. This is a matter of shame to us. We
may entertain no aversion to Kaffirs, but we cannot ignore the fact
that there is no common ground between them and us in the daily
affairs of life. Moreover, those who wish to sleep in the same room with
them have ulterior motives for doing so. Obviously, we ought to aban-
don such notions if we want to make progress.

(To be continued)
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 16-1-1909



94. LETTER TO MRS. CHANCHALBEHN GANDHI

VOLKSRUST,
Saturday [ Fanuary 16, 1909]

CHI. CHANCHAL?,

I was arrested, deported, again arrested and am now released on
bail. I shall now proceed to Johannesburg. You will know more from
Manilal.

I feel unhappy that I was not able to have much talk, rather any
talk, with you. But such is my plight.

I purposely dictated to you that day. I want to make you adept
in such work. I would even keep you with me when Rami? is grown
up. Be sure that if you give up the idea of staying with Harilal for the
present, it will do good to both of you. Harilal will grow by staying
apart and will perform his other duties. Love for you does not consist
only in staying with you. At times one has to live apart just for the
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