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PREFACE

The period covered in this volume (October 16, 1929 to
February 28, 1930) represents a major turning point in the
struggle for freedom, with Gandhiji firmly resuming active leader-
ship of the movement after a lapse of nearly eight years and iden-
tifying himself with the demand of the radical school, headed by
Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose, for complete inde-
pendence as the country’s goal. Gandhiji had opposed the demand
when it was first voiced at the Madras session of the National
Congress in December 1927 and opposed it again the following
year at the Calcutta session, arguing that the word ‘‘swaraj”
possessed a richer and more tangible connotation for the masses
and included independence. But having been a party to the
compromise resolution at the Calcutta Congress giving to the British
Government a year’s time within which to concede a Dominion
Status constitution as envisaged in the Motilal Nehru Report of
1928, Gandhiji himself sponsored at the Lahore session in December
1929 a resolution proclaiming complete independence as the coun-
try’s immediate goal and authorizing the launching of a civil dis-
obedience movement to achieve it. ‘“‘Organizations like men . . .
must have a sense of honour and fulfil their promises’, he said
explaining his stand to English friends (pp. 424-5). ‘“The nation
wants to feel its power more even than to have independence.
Possession of such power is independence’ (p. 426).

Gandhiji had been touring the U.P. since about the middle
of September, and this volume carries detailed accounts of the
tour written by Gandhiji himself which are fine specimens of his
narrative style and his manner of stressing the educative purpose
of the tours. In the Westernized atmosphere of luxury at Mus-
soorie he felt “like a fish out of water” and at the civic meeting
“he pointedly reminded the citizens of their duty towards the poor
people” (p. 71). He seems to have felt uncomfortable in the
Aligarh University meeting too, where, though he was made an
honorary member of the University Union and there was, other-
wise, no want of enthusiasm, khadi ““was practically conspicuous by
its absence among the students” and no purse was presented for
Daridranarayana  (pp. 153-4). At Mathura also, the ‘‘absence in
this celebrated holy place of Hinduism of anything to remind
one of the nativity of Krishna, the first among the cowherds of
the world . . . preyed upon his mind” and he “emptied his soul



[vi]
before the meeting on behalf of the cow™ (p. 154), for to Gandhiji
the cow was our mother and the bullock our brother (p. 80).

These disappointments, however, were more than made up
for by his pleasant discovery during the tour that some of the
young talukdars and zamindars in the province were shedding their
fear and actively supporting the national cause. The Raja Saheb
of Kalakankar and his family were habitual khadi-wearers and
invited Gandhiji to light a bonfire of foreign garments drawn from
their wardrobes. At the public meeting he expressed the hope that
the rich would act as trustees of the people, and said: “The dream
I want to realize is not spoliation of the property of private owners
but to restrict its enjoyment so as to avoid . . . the hideously ugly
contrast that exists today between the lives and surroundings of the
rich and the poor” (p. 201).

But though Gandhiji complimented the zamindars and taluk-
dars on their patriotic zeal, he was not fully satisfied with the
change in their lives. There was, he said, still a wide gulf bet-
ween them and the ryots and “a great deal of patronizing and
self-satisfaction over the little that has been done” (p. 239). He
wanted ‘“‘a definite recognition on the part of the moneyed class
that the ryot possesses the same soul that they do and that their
wealth gives them no superiority over the poor’” (p. 239). And
he concluded with the warning: ‘““There is no other choice than
between voluntary surrender on the part of the capitalist of super-
fluities . . . on the one hand, and on the other the impending
chaos into which . .. awakened but ignorant, famishing millions will
plunge the country ... > (p. 240). Writing in another context,
Gandhiji referred to ‘“‘the presence in our midst of the indigenous
interests that have sprung up from British rule . . . All these do not
always realize that they are living on the blood of the masses, and
when they do, they become as callous as the British principals
whose tools and agents they are” (p. 452).

During the visit to Meerut, Gandhiji had a one and a half hours’
holiday with the undertrial prisoners of the so-called Meerut Con-
spiracy Case. With his humour delightfully turned against him-
self, he kept the prisoners laughing all through the visit and seems
to have enjoyed the meeting so much that ‘“he was loath to part
with them” (p. 106).

The tour also took Gandhiji to Hardwar where he was evidently
repelled by the prevailing insanitation, both physical and moral, and
confessed, “In spite of my innate love of Hinduism, in spite of my
conservatism that ever seeks to respect and justify ancient institutions,
these holy places have few man-made attractions for me’ (p. 75).
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On October 31, the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, issued an official
statement in which he declared on behalf of the British Govern-
ment that in their judgement “it is implicit in the declaration of
1917 that the natural issue of India’s constitutional progress,as there
contemplated, is the attainment of Dominion Status” (vide Ap-
pendix I), and announced the British Government’s intention to
call a Round Table Conference in London to discuss a new
constitution for India. Gandhiji issued with leaders of other
parties a joint statement which cautiously welcomed the Viceroy’s
announcement, assuming that ‘“‘the Conference is to meet not
to discuss when Dominion Status is to be established but to
frame a scheme of Dominion Constitution for India” (p.81). A
specific assurance on this point was sought by Gandhiji from the
Viceroy at their meeting on December 23, but this the latter was
unable to give. The Congress thereupon proceeded at Lahore to
act upon its previous year’s ultimatum and passed a resolution,
on the last day of the year, proclaiming purna swaraj, complete
independence, as the country’s goal.

But Gandhiji does not seem to have reconciled himself to this
radical step without an inner struggle. Replying earlier to cables
from English friends advising him to reciprocate the effort of the
Labour Government to help India, he had said he was ‘“dying
for co-operation. My non-co-operation is a token of my earnest
longing for real heart co-operation in the place of co-operation
falsely so called. . . . I can wait for the Dominion Status constitu-
tion, if I can get the real Dominion Status in action . . . > (p. 150).
He recognized, however, that India had not developed sufficient
strength to assert her right and added: “I have patience enough
to wait. I can work and live for no other goal” (p. 151). Gandhiji
displayed the same sense of realism in opposing Subhas Bose’s sug-
gestion of a “parallel government’: ““You cannot establish freedom
by the mere passing of a resolution. You will establish freedom
not by words but by deeds” (p. 356).

This approach, however, did not appeal to the younger nation-
alists and Jawaharlal Nehru, President-elect of the Congress, felt
extremely unhappy after signing the All-Parties Leaders’ Statement
at Gandhiji’s persuasion (vide Appendix II). Replying to his letter,
Gandhiji said: “I have always honoured your resistance. .
Resist me always when my suggestion does not appeal to your head
or heart. I shall not love you the less for that resistance”, but
added, “As an executive officer now and President for the coming
year . . . your signature was logical, wise and otherwise correct”

(p. 96).
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The Congress resolution provoked a storm of criticism both
in India and England and Gandhiji made an offer to the Viceroy
that he would be satisfied for the time being with immediate relief
in terms of the famous eleven points which he enumerated in a
Young India article, ““Clearing the Issue”’, and which he described as
the “very simple but vital needs of India” (p. 434). The eleven
points—the fourth of which was abolition of the salt tax—served
to give “a body in part to the elusive word independence”, as he
explained in another article. “Even an Independence Constitution
is not an end in itself. . . . Independence means at least those eleven
points, if it means anything at all to the masses, the man in the
street. . . . It means the consciousness in the average villager that
he is the maker of his own destiny, he is his own legislator through
his chosen representatives” (p. 469).

The cumulative result of the continuing frustration of national-
ist aspirations and deepening poverty was a rapid spread of the
spirit of violence in the country and the consequent growth of
the terrorist party. Gandhiji intuitively sensed at the Lahore
Congress the mounting impatience of nationalist India and, while
he feared and disapproved of terrorist violence (pp. 361-4 and
423) he realized, as he told C. F. Andrews, that “the spirit of
violence must be dealt with by non-violent action if the situation is
to be at all saved”. He added: “I have made up my mind to run
the boldest risks” (p. 444). While admitting that ‘“‘there are un-
doubtedly forces of violence to be seen on the surface which I
may not be able to control”, he hoped that “true non-violence
which I advocate might yet be able to circumvent and rise sup-
erior even to these forces . . .” (p. 421). The contemplated civil
disobedience campaign was thus intended both to combat the
organized violence of British rule and to ‘“save the country from
impending lawlessness and secret crime” (p. 423). Appealing to
the violent revolutionary to suspend his activity, he confessed, *I
dread him more than I dread Lord Irwin’s wrath” (p. 435).
Non-violence, he explained in another context, did not amount
to cowardice. ‘“Non-violence is the greatest virtue, cowardice
the greatest vice. . . . Perfect non-violence is the highest bravery.
Non-violent conduct is never demoralizing, cowardice always is’’
(p. 73).

For a long time, however, Gandhiji was not clear about the
form of the campaign. He told Jawaharlal Nehru that ‘“in the
present state of the Congress, no civil disobedience can be or should
be offered in its name and that it should be offered by me alone
or jointly with a few companions . . .”” (p. 382). He wanted to dis-
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cover a formula which would enable him to avoid having to sus-
pend the campaign because of any popular violence as he had done
in 1922 after the incidents in Chauri Chaura. He retired to the
seclusion of the Sabarmati Ashram for a while to evolve a suitable
plan of action. “It is absolutely necessary for the person controll-
ing such a movement,” he told the correspondent of The Daly
Express, “to keep himself in tune with the voice of his followers,
and therefore he must be as impervious to outside influences as he
has to be sensitive to every little thing that goes on within (p. 420).
It was his own limitations, he added, which made it impossible for
him to penetrate the surrounding darkness (p. 421). While
Gandhiji thus sought the guidance of the inner voice, he was fully
aware of the need for the utmost vigilance in trusting to it. “How
can one know,” he asked, “when the inner voice is speaking and
when one or more or all of the six inner enemies are speaking?”’
(p. 235). ‘“But the shining cover that overlays the truth’, he told
C. F. Andrews, ‘““is thinning day by day and will presently break”
(p. 444). The solution was at last provided by the Congress
Working Committee resolution of February 15, 1930, which au-
thorized Gandhiji and those of his co-workers who believed in non-
violence as an article of faith for achieving swaraj, to start civil
disobedience, and called upon all Congressmen to extend full
co-operation to the civil resisters. The resolution, said Gandhiji,
gave him “my charter of freedom’ binding him “in the tightest
chains. It is the formula of which I have been in search these
long and weary months” (p. 480). The speech at the prayer
meeting on February 15 was a serious call to suffering, to the
conversion of the Ashram into a “lamp of sacrifice” (pp. 477-8).
In a Young India article he declared his intention “‘to start the
movement only through the inmates of the Ashram and those who
have submitted to its discipline and assimilated the spirit of its
methods™ (p. 497).

Gandhiji had the rare gift of being able to understand and
sympathize with completely opposite points of view sincerely held.
If he could honour Jawaharlal Nehru for his resistance, he also
prized his bond with the poet Rabindranath Tagore and the
Liberal leader V. S. Srinivasa Sastri both of whom were outspoken
critics of some of Gandhiji’s policies. The differences between him
and Tagore had occasionally assumed the form of public contro-
versies which seem to have caused him much pain (vide Vol. XXI,
pp. 287-91 and Vol. XXVIII, pp. 425-30). He was, therefore,
very pleased to report to C. F. Andrews: “Gurudev passed a delight-
ful two hours with me. . . . We came nearer each other this time
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and I was so thankful” (p. 444). The differences with Srinivasa
Sastri persisted, but Gandhiji could fully appreciate the latter’s
point of view, which had been in fact his own for many years. “I
wish you had written the letter you intended to”’, he wrote to
Sastri. “You know how I prize your opinion. It would give me
immense relief to be able to adopt your mode of thought™ (p. 445).

Gandhiji’s greatest service in the field of social reform, besides
his campaign for the eradication of untouchability, was the re-
volutionary change that he effected in the traditional attitude to-
wards women. ‘I do not need to be a girl to be wild over man’s
atrocities towards woman. .. . I am uncompromising in the matter
of woman’s rights’’; he said, commenting on a letter from Raihana
Tyabji requesting him to support the cause of women’s rights of
inheritance (p. 4). But he blamed women, too, for the existing
state of affairs. The root of the evil, he said, lay not in legal
inequalities but in “man’s greed of power and fame and deeper
still in mutual lust” (p. 5). In fighting for their freedom, however,
Gandhiji wanted the women of India not to imitate the manner of
the West but to apply “methods suited to the Indian genius and
Indian environment.”” It is from Sita and Draupadi, Savitri and
Damayanti that women today can derive strength and guidance for
heroic conduct, the inner control which, while bringing the ideal
into current practice, will conserve the best and reject the base
(p. 6). The innocence which he wanted women to cultivate was
the purity of Shuka (p. 254), not the prudery of affected modesty.
To another correspondent who had sought his advice as to how
to abolish distinctions of high and low, Gandhiji wrote: ...
there can be no greater propaganda than one’s own conduct. What
one wants others to do, one should do oneself” (p. 78).

History based on the imperfect events of the passing hour
holds less of truth and value for Gandhiji than a poem like the
Mahabharata which is based on timeless and imperishable inner
experience. Janaka’s example continues to be relevant today; it
is no mere ‘“brinjal in a book’, but a “fresh brinjal to be plucked
and eaten, as the ones growing in our field” (p. 228). Advising
students on the necessity of making congregational prayers com-
pulsory, Gandhiji said: “Restraint self-imposed is no compulsion.

. . the man who binds himself to rules and restraints releases
himself. . . . If we will be men walking with our heads erect and
not walking on all fours, let us understand and put ourselves under
voluntary discipline and restraint” (p. 413).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in
small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of speech-
es and interviews, as also passages which are not by Gandhiji, have
been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made in
passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References to Volume I of this series are to the January 1969
edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents avail-
able in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to
documents and M.M.U. to the reels of the Mobile Microfilm Unit
available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New
Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected Works
of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to the
text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. STATEMENT ON AHMEDABAD LABOUR DISPUTE!

DEenrADUN,
October 16, 1929

Shethshri Mangaldas has sent me for my comments a copy of
the statement presented to the Sarpanch. 1 have gone through it.
I think that a number of points made in it are improper.

According to my understanding, the insistence that the cut in
wages effected in 1923 was binding for all time had been given
up. Moreover, even in his statement, Sheth Mangaldas does not
insist that the labourers cannot demand, after the cut of 1923, that
the same be abrogated and hence, though he has written at length
about it, there is no propriety in my giving a reply to it. As an
arbitrator, he gave no award in 1923. This much is clear that
for whatever happened in 1923 he is not to blame, but if there is
anyone to be blamed it is the Mill-owners’ Association.

According to me there is truly speaking only one point before
the Sarpanch for decision: Whether the wages which the labourers
receive today are less than their expenditure in the light of the
prices of foodgrains, etc., obtaining today and if they are less,
whether at least in order to make up the deficit their wages
should be increased or not.

The evidence given from the side of the labourers on this point
clearly proves that the total of all their earnings is less than
the necessary expense which they incur every month. In Sheth
Mangaldas’s statement I have not been able to see any rebuttal
of this submission. Therefore there is not much that I can add
to what I have said in my verdict?. But I should draw the
Sarpanch’s attention to one thing. The cut in wages is a ques-
tion of life and death to the labourers. To the mills it was and is
one of effecting a cut and maintaining it with a view to increasing
their reduced profits. I hold that, as long as the mills make some
profit, one cannot effect any cut in the living wage of the labour-
ers. Prior to the cut, this living wage was not a living wage at

1 Between the Mill-owners’ Association and the Ahmedabad Labour Union;
Mangaldas Girdhardas and Gandhiji acted as arbitrators and K. M. Jhaveri as
the Umpire. For Gandhiji’s comments on the award, vide “An Important
Award”, 12-12-1929.

2 Vide Vol. XLI, pp. 359-63.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

all. It is however true that the prices of foodgrains today are
lower than those prevailing in the year 1923. Nevertheless it is a
sad and surprising thing that the evidence put before the arbitra-
tor proves that the expense incurred by the labourers today on
foodgrains at those lower prices is higher than their wages. The
figures presented by the labourers have been supported in two
ways. An examination of the wages received and the calculation
therefrom of the total savings and of the figures emerging from two
Government enquiries makes it clear that the Government reports
also support the statement of expenditure presented on behalf of
the labourers.

I feel that both the mill-owners and Sheth Mangaldas have
failed to understand the present condition of the labourers. It is
to be hoped that the Sarpanch will appreciate that position.

If the Sarpanch has nothing specific to know from me, Ihave
nothing more to say.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: S.N. 14979

2. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
October 16, 1929

CHI. MAHADEV,

I have your letters. For some time now I have not been able
to write at all. I got the article about Kaki! only today. It is well
written. Let the critics say what they will.2

The Gita proofs sent to Gorakhpur have not yet reached
here. I don’t know when I shall get them. At Mussoorie? I shall
have a good opportunity of disposing of them.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11457

1D, B. Kalelkar’s wife; the article, ‘“Death of a Virtuous Woman”, an
obituary by Mahadev Desai, was published in WNavajivan, 13-10-1929.

2 Vide “Has Navajivan Become Dull”, 3-11-1929.

3 Gandhiji was in Mussoorie from October 17 to October 24, 1929.



3. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

DEHRADUN,

October 16, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

There is no letter from you. I got, however, Jamnalalji’s
letter written from the Ashram and that means the mail from the
Ashram has been received here. I read in it about Umiya’s!
betrothal. May both be happy. I send with this Chi. Shanker-
lal’s letter, which you should hand over to Umiya. Read it and
pass it on to her.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
I have not revised this.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5460

4. IS IT VILLAGE UPLIFT?

Some time ago prominent notice was taken in the public press
of Mr. F. L. Brayne’s work for the uplift of the villagers in the
Gurgaon district in the Punjab. Mr. Brayne was in charge of
that district. These notices attracted my attention, and I felt that
if the account given by Mr. Brayne was a true picture of the progress
made in Gurgaon, it was worthy of close study and imitation. I
therefore requested Lalaji’s Society? to undertake local inspection
of the actual work done. Lala Deshraj, a graduate member of
the Society, was deputed for the work. He has prepared an ex-
haustive report of his inspection. I reproduce it with but slight
omissions. It will repay perusal. Mr. Brayne has procured cau-
tiously worded certificates of his work from the Viceroy as also the
Governor of the Punjab. But I would not anticipate Lala Desh-
raj. My remarks I reserve till the report is fully published.# The

1 Jaisukhlal Gandhi’s daughter

2 Servants of the People Society

3 Not reproduced here

4 Vide ““Village Improvement”, 14-11-1929.
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reader will have to wait for another issue of Young India to see the
conclusion of the report.

Young India, 17-10-1929

5. POSITION OF WOMEN

A fair friend!, who has hitherto successfully resisted the matri-
monial temptation, writes:

There was a women’s conference yesterday at the Malabari Hall at
which many sound speeches were made, and many resolutions passed. The
question of the evening was the Sarda Bill. We are so glad you uphold
the age of 18 for girls. Another important resolution dealt with the laws of
inheritance. What a help it would be if you wrote a strong article on this
subject in Navajivan and Young India! Why should women have either to beg
or to fight in order to win back their birthright? It is strange—and also
tragically comic—to hear man born of woman talk loftily of ‘the weaker
sex’ and nobly promising ‘to give’ us our due! What is this nonsense
about ‘giving’ ? Where is the ‘nobility’ and ‘chivalry’ in restoring to people
that which has been unlawfully wrested from them by those having brute
power in their hands ? Wherein are women less important than men ? Why
should their share of inheritance be less than that of men? Why should
it not be equal? We were discussing this very heatedly with some people
a couple of days ago. A lady said, “We don’t need any change in the law.
We are quite content. After all, it is but fair that the son, who carries on the
name and family traditions, should have the greater share. He is the
mainstay of the family. . . .” We said, ‘““And what about the girl?”’ “Oh”,
intervened a strapping young man who was there, “‘the other fellow will
look after her!” There you are. The ‘other fellow’! Always the other
fellow! The other fellow is an absolute nuisance! Why should there be
another fellow? Why should it be taken for granted that there will be
another fellow? They talk as though a girl were a bale of goods to be
tolerated in the parental house until ‘the other fellow’ comes round, and
then coolly handed over to him with a sigh of relief. . . . Really wouldn’t
you be wild if you were a girl?

I do not need to be a girl to be wild over man’s atrocities to-
wards woman. I count the law of inheritance among the least in
the list. The Sarda Bill deals with an evil far greater than the
one which the law of inheritance connotes. But I am uncompro-
mising in the matter of woman’s rights. In my opinion she

1 Raihana Tyabji; vide Vol. XLI, pp. 533-4.
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should labour under no legal disability not suffered by man. I
should treat the daughters and sons on a footing of perfect equa-
lity. As women begin to realize their strength, as they must in
proportion to the education they receive, they will naturally re-
sent the glaring inequalities to which they are subjected.

But to remove legal inequalities will be a mere palliative. The
root of the evil lies much deeper than most people realize. It
lies in man’s greed of power and fame and deeper still in mutual
lust. Man has always desired power. Ownership of property
gives this power. Man hankers also after posthumous fame based
on power. This cannot be had, if property is progressively cut up
in pieces as it must be if all the posterity become equal co-sharers.
Hence the descent of property for the most part on the eldest
male issue. Most women are married. And they are co-sharers, in
spite of the law being against them, in their husbands’ power and
privileges. They delight in being ladies this and what not, simply
for the fact of being the wives of particular lords. Though there-
fore they may vote for radical reform in academic discussions over
inequalities, when it comes to acting up to their vote, they will
be found to be unwilling to part with the privileges.

Whilst therefore I would always advocate the repeal of all
legal disqualifications, I should have the enlightened women of
India to deal with the root cause. Woman is the embodiment of
sacrifice and suffering, and her advent to public life should there-
fore result in purifying it, in restraining unbridled ambition and
accumulation of property. Let them know that millions of men
have no property to transmit to posterity. Let us learn from them
that it is better for the few to have no ancestral property at all.
The real property that a parent can transmit to all equally is his
or her character and educational facilities. Parents should seek to
make their sons and daughters self-reliant, well able to earn an
honest livelihood by the sweat of the brow. The upbringing of
minor children will then naturally devolve upon the major des-
cendants. Much of the present imbecility of the children of the
wealthy will go, if the latter could but substitute the worthy ambi-
tion of educating their children to become independent for the
unworthy ambition of making them slaves of ancestral property,
which kills enterprise and feeds the passions which accompany
idleness and luxury. The privilege of the awakened women should
be to spot and eradicate age-long evils.

That mutual lust too has played an important part in bring-
ing about the disqualifications of the fair sex hardly needs any
demonstration. Woman has circumvented man in a variety of
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ways in her unconsciously subtle ways, as man has vainly and
equally unconsciously struggled to thwart woman in gaining as-
cendancy over him. The result is a stalemate. Thus viewed, it is
a serious problem the enlightened daughters of Bharat Mata are
called upon to solve. They may not ape the manner of the
West which may be suited to its environment. They must apply
methods suited to the Indian genius and Indian environment.
Theirs must be the strong, controlling, purifying, steadying hand,
conserving what is best in our culture and unhesitatingly rejecting
what is base and degrading. This is the work of Sitas, Draupadis,
Savitris and Damayantis, not of amazons and prudes.

Young India, 17-10-1929

6. MY SILENCE

I had hoped that by this time my correspondents had rea-
lized that, if I was silent on any question that agitated the country,
the silence was maintained in its interest or on similar valid
grounds, and that therefore they would not deluge me with inqui-
ries and protests regarding my deliberate silence over the self-
immolation of Jatindranath Das! and the question of hunger-
strikers generally. At Gorakhpur in one of the addresses received
by me the question was directly put to me, and I was in courtesy
bound to answer it. My answer was that the silence was ob-
served entirely in the national interest. I had felt that an expression
of my opinion was likely to do more harm than good to the cause
for which brave Jatindra fasted unto death. There are occasions
when silence is wisdom. This I hold to be such an occasion. I may
inform the reader that there are very many important questions
affecting the nation on which, though I hold strong and decided
views, I maintain absolute silence, for I believe that it often
becomes the duty of every public man to be silent even at the
risk of incurring unpopularity and even a much worse penalty, as
it undoubtedly becomes his duty to speak out his mind when
the occasion requires it, though it may be at the cost of his life.
So far as the philosophy of hunger-strikes is concerned, I have
given the fullest expression to my general views in these pages more

I A political worker who, while being tried in the Lahore Conspiracy case,
went on fast in the Lahore jail as a protest against the discriminatory treatment
meted out to Indian prisoners. He died on September 13, 1929, the sixty-fourth
day of his fast.
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often than once. It is therefore unnecessary for me to expound
them any further. I regret that I can give my numerous cor-
respondents no further satisfaction.! I may however give them
this assurance that my silence has no connection whatsoever with
Jatin’s crime or innocence. For I hold that even a criminal is
entitled to decent treatment and decent food. I also hold that an
under-trial prisoner must be presumed at least by the public to
be innocent, and for that matter what I have heard about Jatin-
dranath Das is all in praise of him, and I have been assured that
he was no more capable of doing or contemplating violence than I
should be myself.

Young India, 17-10-1929

7. SYLLABUS IN INDIAN ECONOMICS

Our economics syllabus is not concerned with world economics,
but with Indian economics. We know from experience that the
economics of each country varies in some ways from the
economics of other countries. Looked at from the point of view
of the towns and the villages, the difference may be more pro-
nounced. The following syllabus is chalked out on the assump-
tion that the civilization of India is dependent on the condition
of the villages and their full growth.

First TERM

Teachers should take the pupils with them and visit some
village and, there, get the pupils collect facts relating to the eco-
nomy of the village and thus give them a practical lesson in eco-
nomics; that is, make them ascertain its population, the number
of men, women, boys and girls living in it and prepare statis-
tical tables; then compile a statement of the occupations, the num-
ber of people employed in the various occupations, and the income
accruing from them. They should also measure the area within
its boundaries, calculate the per capita area of land, find out what
crops are raised on the land, how it is manured, what kind of farm
implements are used, what the expenditure on agriculture is and
how much the produce. Then they should get them to collect
figures for the produce and expenditure during the past ten years
and from that deduce whether agriculture is a profitable occupa-
tion or a losing concern. Let them find out the number of live-

1 Vide “Letter to C. Rajagopalachari”, 18-10-1929.
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stock, the expenditure on them, the amount of milk, etc., their
feed, availability of a stud bull in the village, the utility of calves,
the extent of pasture land, and if such land is not available whe-
ther there is enough space for the cattle for movement and fresh air.
Whether the farmer keeps accounts, and if so, what manner of
accounts he maintains should be inspected. How much leisure the
farmers get and how they spend it should also be ascertained.
After this extensive observation and investigation the pupils should
draw their own conclusions and give suggestions for the im-
provement of the village. The pupils’ reports should be written
in ink neatly and in a good hand.

SeEconDp TERM

All the information gathered by various groups of such stu-
dents should be collated, the results of their findings should be
compared with those of other agricultural countries and then
the differences between India and those other agricultural coun-
tries should be analysed.

TuirD TERM

The results of these independent investigations should be
compared with the economic data taught in India and any
additions or deletions that are necessary should be made and
through such practical training alone should the student learn
the economics of India.

Note: If every year new students undertake the study of
economics according to the aforesaid syllabus, it will entail no
harm. On the other hand, such work may lead to new conclu-
sions or may progressively confirm the accepted theories. There
should be no need to go to a village which has already been studied
and surveyed.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 17-10-1929



8. THE DUTY OF A VOLUNTEER

As T am getting to know the volunteers during my tour of
the U.P. I find that they badly need training. The volunteers’
ideals are pure, they are not lacking in love but the energy
which should spring from idealism and love is missing for want of
training. They have very little organizing capacity. Because of this,
rather than any help forthcoming often new difficulties crop up.
It is therefore essential to train them. They may well be volunteers
at heart but nothing much will be achieved by that. Even for
the easiest of jobs, some training is required. Even the work of
a scavenger cannot be performed without training. How can the
work of a volunteer succeed without it?

The volunteer is the soldier of the nation. Ultimately we hope
to win swaraj through him. The members of a national organization
should possess great qualities. The volunteers

1. should be capable of maintaining order in large gatherings;

2. should know the national language;

3. should be able to communicate their thoughts to other
volunteers through signals;

4. should be able to stop noise;

5. should be able to clear a way through a mass of people;

6. should be able to march to drum-beat;

7. should be able to render first aid in case of injury;

8. should be able to put up with people’s abuses, acrimony,
assault, taunts, etc.;

9. should be able to endure Government’s punishment, such
as imprisonment, etc.;

10. should possess the qualities of patience, truthfulness,
firmness, bravery, ahimsa and the like.

Besides, in my view, the volunteers should always wear khadi.
They should also spin regularly by way of yajna.

In order to impart this kind of training every province should
have volunteer training centres as also textbooks suitable to our
country.

All the strength necessary in a ‘violent’ soldier is essential for
a non-violent soldier also—except the violence part of it. But

9
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compared to the violent soldier, the non-violent soldier requires
many more qualities. The readers must be aware of them.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 17-10-1929

9. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

MussooRIE,
October 17, 1929

CHI. VASUMATI!,

I have your letter. I would not advise you to go to Almora
just now. For some time the conditions there have been unsettled.
It is also a question whether Prabhudas? should be sent there. We
shall consider later whether you can go. If you wish to go to
some hill station, it may of course be possible to make arrange-
ments elsewhere. Or, it may be possible to put you up with
Mathuradas in Almora. But, if you keep well at Vijapur, what is
the advantage of going to a hill station? At a hill station it will
be very cold now. Here in Mussoorie I am just now sitting
wrapped in blankets.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9267

10. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI
October 17, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have both your letters.

I feel worried about your health. See that your body be-
comes as strong as steel.

There is no rule which forbids us from giving anything at all
to Jagjivandas. We certainly cannot let him remain in debt.
However, the Kathiawar Antyaja Committee should pay the balance
of Rs. 400. I have asked Jagjivandas to write to the Committee
again.

An inmate of the Sabarmati Ashram; widowed daughter-in-law of

Navalram Pandya, a well-known litterateur of Gujarat
2 Chhaganlal Gandhi’s son



MESSAGE TO ‘‘THE INDIAN LABOUR JOURNAL” 11

I have no objection to the decision to fix Umiya’s marriage
for December 4. I shall be there on that date.

I understand about Ayodhyaprasad Mathur. Has he stayed
on there?

Yes, give the authority to sign cheques to Panditji and
Ramniklal. Also consider why Imamsaheb should not be included.
Do you intend to give joint authority to Panditji and Ramniklal?
If so, why? I see no need for joint authority. Also consider why
this authority should not be given to Narandas. My point is that
this responsibility should be given to a member of the Managing
Committee who is doing office work. If Narandas is not such a
member, it is a different matter. All this is for you to think
over. In any case, joint signatures, I am sure, will not look right.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
Kanti! expressed a strong wish to accompany me as far as

Mussoorie and so I have let him. He will leave tomorrow or
the day after.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5461

11. MESSAGE TO “THE INDIAN LABOUR JOURNAL?

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929
MY DEAR RAGHAVAN,

I have your letter. Here is my message:
“Labour must learn to help itself and to be self-reliant.”

Yours  sincerely,
SyT. G. VIJIARAGHAVAN

MaNAGER, “THE INDiAN LABOUR JourRNAL”
SitaBuLDI, NAGPUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 15205

1 Harilal Gandhi’s son
2 Official organ of the B. N. Railway Indian Labour Union



12. LETTER TO B. §. GOPALA ROW

CamP MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

MY DEAR GOPALA ROWI,

I have your letter. I admire your zeal and confidence but I
miss the scientific discussion that should back all confidence and
zeal if they are to be fruitful. Do you not see that any number
of certificates? are utterly useless for me in the teeth of overwhelm-
ing experience to the contrary? Supposing there is a man who
does not feel the glow of a raging fire before him, do you suppose
that the testimony of a thousand people who may feel the glow
will convince him contrary to his own experience ? And you may
not also realize that all those whose names you mention have
not been as thorough as you fancy in the description of foods
they have taken, that is to say, if they have added milk to the raw
food or cooked chapatis; it alters the state of the whole com-
plexion of the whole experiment and vitiates it. Several writers
tell me they eat unfired food and in the same breath inform me
they occasionally take cooked rice, cooked vegetables and cooked
chapatis and invariably take curds or milk. My experiment
among the 44 was carried on without milk and without any cooked
food and the vast majority failed hopelessly. There are three or
four persisting in the face of odds. I cannot say what will happen
to them in the end.

Yours sincerely,

Syt. B. S. Gopara Row
ADVOCATE, RAJAHMUNDRY

From a microfilm: S.N. 15639

I An advocate who had opened a Hydro-Chromopathic and Nature-cure
Academy at Rajahmundry; for his suggestions on unfired food and Gandhiji’s
comments, vide Vol. XLI.

2 The addressee had enclosed a list of nine persons cured by him.

12



13. LETTER TO C. C. DAS

CaMP MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your note. I had a very happy time under
your hospitable roof!. I do hope that the fatigue of those days
has left no trace upon vyour health now and I hope too that
domestic peace prevails in the home now. Please ask Mrs. Das
to write to me. She may do so in English or Hindi just as it

pleases her.
Yours sincerely,

Mr. C. C. Das
ViLa Mava
GORAKHPUR

From a microfilm: S.N. 15643

14. LETTER TO P. RANGANADAN

CaMp MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I had hoped to deal with your matter much earlier but the
papers you gave me were left buried in an unassorted heap. I
have now come across those papers and you will find reference in
the ensuing number of Young India? The reason for writing this
letter is only to know what you are doing now and whether the

Board took any further action.
Yours sincerely,

Syr. P. RANGANADAN
Sri Ramana BHAvVANAM
Arnt (N. Arcor Dr.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15678
I From October 4 to October 7

2 Vide ““Elected Boards”, 24-10-1929. It gives the actual name of the
addressee as P. Ranganatha Ayyar.
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15. LETTER TO C. RAfAGOPALACHARI

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

MY DEAR C.R.,

There was one question which I forgot to deal with when I
wrote to you. That was regarding the late Rev. Wizial. I cannot
deal with the matter satisfactorily because I am wholly against
hunger-strikes for matters such as Wizia and Jatin died for. Any
expression of such opinion would be distorted and misused by the
Government. I therefore feel that my silence is more serviceable
than my criticism. Do you not agree with my judgment of the
hunger-strikes and with my consequent silence ?

Yours  sincerely,

SjT. G. RAJAGOPALACHARI
Rajaparavam (S. Inpia)

From a photostat: S.N. 15683

16. LETTER TO A. SUBBIAH

CaMpP MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

MY DEAR SUBBIAH,

I have your letter. I was wondering why you had not writ-
ten for so long. It does not matter whether I reply at once or
not. I would like to have a weekly budget from you. I never
expected the prohibition work to go faster than it is. Nevertheless
regular plodding is bound to bear fruit. I am glad Vimochanam? is
doing so well. You must send me a copy. I am glad too that
you and Lalita are together and flourishing. Many happy returns

1' A Buddhist monk of Burma who, imprisoned for sedition, undertook a
hunger-strike demanding better treatment and the right to wear yellow robes
on special days. He died on September 19, 1929.

2 A Tamil journal

14



LETTER TO MOHAMED ADIL ABBASI 15

of the day to the year-old baby Krishnamurti. Ba and I send

our joint blessings. I hope Seshan is not over-worrying you.
Yours sincerely,

SJT. SUBBIAH

Cl/o Sjr. C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Rajaparavam (S. IND1A)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15684

17. LETTER TO KATESHWAR PRASAD PANDAY

CamMP MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I send you herewith the letter of Maulvi Mohamed Adil
Abbasi. Please return the letter with whatever you might have
to offer.

Encl. 1

Yours sincerely,
Pr. KATESHWAR PRASAD
Bastr (U.P.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15685

18. LETTER TO MOHAMED ADIL ABBASI

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter!. I should be sorry to find the facts to be
as you have stated them. I hope that there is some misunder-
standing. I am forwarding your letter to Pt. Kateshwar Prasad
for reply. I quite agree with you that in every little matter the
utmost delicacy is necessary while both the communities’ feelings
are tender and likely to be hurt on the slightest pretext.

Yours sincerely,
Maurvi MoHAMED ADIL ABBASI
Bastt (U.P.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15686

I'Wherein the addressee had complained that during Gandhiji’s visit to
Basti, the Urdu address was printed a day later than the Hindi address.



19. LETTER T0 P. G. MATHEW

CaMp MUSSOORIE,
October 18, 1929

MY DEAR MATHEW,

I have your letter! but I do not think that I need to deal
with it now as you must have received my previous letter. If
you have not please tell me. Any way the purport of my pre-
vious letter was that I could not give you any monetary help.
My advice to you was to gain much more practical experience
than you had.

Yours  sincerely,

P. G. Matuew, Esq.
From a microfilm: S.N. 15687

20. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI
October 18, 1929

MY DEAR MALKANI,

I have your letter and I had one from Jamshedji? also. I have
therefore telegraphed to him saying that you could not usefully
serve on his Committee3 and that therefore you should be excused.
His own previous letter to me said that you had willingly joined
his Committee and that you had in no way compromised yourself.
I therefore told him that if that was so and if you wanted to
remain on his Committee I would waive my objection. But I told
him that before I did so, I would have to wait for your letter
of confirmation. Your letter has crossed mine to him. There is
therefore now no question of your having to serve on the Com-
mittee or rather assisting the Committee without being put on it.
I hope that you are now once more breathing free. I would like

1 In which the addressee, who was staying at Sabarmati Ashram, had
requested Gandhiji to finance a project which needed an initial outlay of a few
thousand rupees

2 Jamshed N. R. Mehta, a public worker of Sind and for a long time
Mayor of the Municipal Corporation of Karachi

3 The People’s Flood Relief Committee of Sind of which Malkani was the
Secretary
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LETTER TO ABBAS TYABJI 17

you henceforth to harden yourself and never accept a charge or
a burden unless you feel absolutely sure of what you are doing.
Very often the best service that we can render friends is to dis-
appoint them and even displease them if what they say does not
commend itself to the inner being. It is better even to risk the
loss of friends than to compromise oneself and run the greater
risk of being rendered unfit for service.

Yours sincerely,

Baru
ProrF. MALKANI
ConNGREss OFFICE
HypErRABAD SIND
From a photostat: G.N. 896
21. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI
MUSSOORIE,

October 18, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Today I have not yet received the mail sent by you. I see
that Panditji, too, worries about your health. Bring it round soon.
I cannot write more today.

Blessings from

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5462

22. LETTER TO ABBAS TYABJI

CampP MUSSOORIE,
October 19, 1929

MY DEAR BHRRRI,

It was a delight to receive your letter after so many days and
a cheery letter at that. I really did not need your letter to know
that I had your good wishes. From this distance I could listen
to the tick in your heart—much truer than the written word.
Raihana told me all about your operation. But I got her letter long
after everything was over and it is such an exhilarating thing to

1 This was a form of greetings used between Gandhiji and the addressee.
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18 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

get bad news when that news has lost all its force. One is then
in a position to enjoy the unadulterated happiness of the thought
that everything went on well in the end. I have no misgivings
about Jawaharlal’s conduct in the chairl.

Yours,
BHRRR
SyT. ABBAs Tyamj
Camp BArRODA
From a photostat: S.N. 9568
23. LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABYI
MUSSOORIE,

October 19, 1929
MY DEAR RAIHANA,

Do you know the beautiful story of Nachiketa in the Upani-
shads? His father was a miser. He once gave as a donation a
cow that was a burden to him. Nachiketa gently asked his father
why he had done so and what he expected to gain by such a
donation. The father cursed N. who took it in good part [and]
wrested from Yamaraj? a change of heart for the father. Love
melts mountains. Not to speak to father when you have something
against him will be sin. Most probably he has good reasons for
his action but supposing he is in error, he will retrace his steps
the earliest when he is warned by loved ones. Therefore the
sooner you speak to father the better. Only you should have no
anger in you. I am sure he will take it all in good part. You
should wean him too from speculation. He needs to hoard wealth
for nobody now. FEven you in spite of your frail body can earn
your way. God has given you a voice that would any day
support you. And after all God alone is responsible for our main-
tenance if we would but trust Him.

I have a cheery letter from father.

Love.

Baru
From a photostat: S.N. 9612

1 That is, as President of the Congress
2 God of Death



24. LETTER TO K. SRINIVASAN

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 19, 1929
MY DEAR SRINIVASAN,

I thank you for your letter and the enclosures. You are quite
right in being indifferent about Afier Mother India. However, if I
get some leisure I shall go through the chapters you have sent
and if I find anything that I can usefully deal with I shall do so.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GanpHI
K. SriNivasan, Esq.
Free Press or InD1a, LTD.
24 BripE Lane, Lonpon E.C.4

From a photostat: S.N. 15827

25. LETTER TO SATIS CHANDRA DAS GUPTA

CamP MUSSOORIE,
October 19, 1929
MY DEAR SATIS BABU,

I have your letter. I have given the Exhibition Committee!
my idea about swadeshi. They will have an expert in their midst
to guide them. But another difficulty has cropped up. This
however is not of much moment. They want to charge for khad-
dar stalls just as they will for others. I feel that they ought not
to charge for khaddar stalls. I am not aware of the practice
at the other exhibitions, for instance, Madras. Was there a charge
made at Cawnpore or Gauhati? I do not want to set up a new
practice but we must not follow the Calcutta example either.
Please let me have your views per return.

I am glad that Kumar Babu is with you. I do want to
write to Hemprabhadevi as soon as I get a moment to spare.

Yours sincerely,

Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 1610

1.Of the ensuing Congress session at Lahore
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26. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

MussooRrIE,
October 19, 1929
CHI. MAHADEV,

Look into this. It is not necessary to take any notice of it in
Young India. We constantly receive such anonymous letters. I
had a wire informing me that the Gita proofs had been despatched,
but they have not yet arrived. The accompanying address was
presented at the Kanya Gurukull. It was sung in a very sweet
tune. It is good that I retain my balance of mind. I hope that
when I reach the Ashram you will be there.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11460

27. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL jOSHI

MUSSOORIE,
October 19, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Today’s mail has most probably arrived, but I have not been
able to see it. The postal hours here are rather awkward, so that
I cannot wait till I have looked into the mail which has been
received. Ireturn the letter received from Utkal. Kanti is leaving
today for Ahmedabad. You may learn everything from him.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5463

1 On October 17
20



28. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

MUSSOORIE,
October 19, 1929
CHI. NARANDAS,

I have both your letters. I wrote briefly to Chhaganlal after
receiving your first letter and had intended to write to you later.
Meanwhile I got your second letter. I don’t believe that you have
taken any step in haste or anger. Having regard to what you
believe about Joshi, your step is the right one. I only hope that
you have made some mistake in judging him. Whatever that
may be, I don’t mind your keeping away for the present. We
do get the benefit of your time. Do some office work only when
you feel that Joshi sincerely desires your help. I have put on
him the burden of creating that confidence in you.

May I take it that Purushottam’s health has come round?

I do believe that Kasumba! is very unhappy. There is no
doubt that Jaisukhlal has been much too strict in the matter.
Now that she has gone to Ranavav, she will have some peace.

Do pay a visit to Rajkot.

You say that even the work regarding the plague was done
in 1902. I still remember that the plague occurred in 1896.
But in such matters we do sometimes forget the year or the date.
Ask Khushalbhai and be more definite. I have mentioned the
famine, the plague and the jubilee, all the three things. Do you
think that all of them relate to the year 1902?

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-9: Shri Narandas Gandhine, Part I, pp. 55-6

! Jaisukhlal Gandhi’s wife
21



29. ANARCHY OF THOUGHT

As a small example of unrestrained imagination, I publish
the following letter!:

I receive many similar and even worse letters. Friends have
sent me newspaper cuttings containing similar views. Where there
is freedom of expression, such things are bound to happen. It only
shows how incoherently one can think. This disorder exposes
weakness of mind. Because of this weakness, the thought process
works haphazardly instead of in an orderly manner and no cor-
relation gets established. Many times this happens owing to anger
also. The effects of anger resemble those produced by wine and
opium. In the first fit, an angry man runs amuck. And then
after the fit is past, the anger works like an opiate and dulls the
rational faculties just like opium. Like opium, it consumes his
mind. Infatuation, failure of memory and destruction of the mind
are the successive symptoms of anger.

I find all this in the above letter according to my lights. The
writer is a good man but in a fit of anger he has forgotten what
has been written in MNavajivan. All of a sudden he has become in-
capable of judging whether articles on social reforms can appear
in a newspaper which exists only for swaraj.

The writer has narrowed down the very meaning of swaraj itself.
The gentleman seems to believe that swaraj means the transfer
of power from British hands to Indian hands. To my mind swaraj
means regulated power in the hands of thirty crores of people.
Where there is such rule, even a young girl will feel herself safe
and, if the imagination of a poet is correct, animals like dogs, etc.,
who live among human beings will have a similar feeling of safety.
We shall have to arrive at various basic decisions in regard to swaraj
because under swaraj such decisions are not subject to officials
in power but are based on truth and justice. I have succinctly
called this kind of swaraj Ramarajya. As the Muslims and others

1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had objected to
Gandhiji’s giving an account of his tours in Navajivan week after week, and
writing on such topics as form of marriage, remarriage, marriages contracted by
old men, the Gujarati dictionary, cow-protection work, and sometimes philo-
sophical dissertations while he had turned a blind eye to the political condi-
tion in the country and the lawless rule obtaining in many Indian States.
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ANARCHY OF THOUGHT 23

may misinterpret it, I call it the rule of dharma too. Here there
is room for a king, but a king means a protector, a guardian and
a trustee, the best servant, the servant of servants. A king subsists
on the leavings of his subjects; hence he should sleep after making
his subjects sleep, eat after feeding them and live after enabling
them to live. May such kings live for ever. If such kings do not
arise in this age, I am certain that the very word ‘king’ will perish.

I am not concerned whether the ruler of Bhopal or other rulers
possess any such qualities or not. I have declared what kind of
ruler can survive in this age of public awakening.

My praise of the ruler of Bhopal was restrained.! I have not
yet read the reports which have appeared in the newspapers on my
praise of him and I am not even keen to read them. It is my
experience that correct reports of my speeches or others’ rarely
appear in the newspapers. If I were to trust the newspaper reports
about me, today I would have to believe that I had suffered from
giddiness about three months ago. But my experience and that
of my friends are quite different from the newspaper reports.
Therefore I have warned all and do so again that only what is
written in Young India and Navajivan should be believed as truth.
I should not be held responsible for the rest. Even now I adhere
literally to each word written in praise of the Nawab of Bhopal.
The simplicity of his palace reminded me of the simplicity of
Hazarat Omar. No one should interpret this to mean that the Bhopal
palace was as simple as the shack of the great khalifa. It only
meant that I did not find even a multi-storeyed building like that
of an ordinary rich man where I had expected to see a gorgeous
palace costing lakhs of rupees. The mansions of many of our
millionaires in Ahmedabad are a hundred times superior to the
palace of the Nawab Sahib. The philosophers and critics of the
administration in the native States can be said to have reached the
limit of intolerance, if they cannot bear even what little I have
said on seeing the simplicity of the palace which I liked
very much.

No one should consider me so innocent or good that I would
give a certificate to a person who would buy khadi worth Rs. 200
to 400 from me. I can in most cases spot out wearers of khadi
who deceive me or those who want to get some work done by
me through buying khadi. Sometimes I prefer to be deceived.
And sometimes I get deceived because of my foolishness or my
imperfection, say what you will.

1 Vide Vol. XLI, pp. 374-5 and 500.
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There is a lot of exaggeration in the charges that rulers
kill their subjects by poisoning them, etc., etc. The writer has
levelled these allegations without adducing any proof. Idle persons
believe wild rumours. The correspondent has done something
similar. If he has valid proof of a ruler having killed a subject
by poisoning him, he should send it to me. Hearsay cannot be
considered as proof. Let not anybody who reads this part of
my article misunderstand me. It is not in the least my inten-
tion to say that no ruler ever kills people unjustly. I know
of murders having been committed at the instance of the rulers.
I am not unaware of the rot that has set in in the native
States. Despite this I believe that they can be reformed and
brought under control. This faith of mine is based on my faith
in humanity. The native rulers are the product of the atmo-
sphere prevailing in India. Their bodies are like ours, their phy-
sical needs are similar to ours and they have all the virtues and
vices that we have. If we have trust in ourselves, we shall have
trust in them also. The whole science of satyagraha is based on
faith in all living beings. That faith may well prove wrong in
the end. But those who have faith in satyagraha will never say
that all the rulers are worthless or that the States’ administrations
can never be reformed. Another belief implied in satyagraha is
also worth noting. Satyagrahis believe that sin does not have
the strength to exist independently on its own. It must have
the support of punyal. That is to say, evil subsists on the
strength of good. If this is true, the native States, if they deserve
such a fate, will perish on their own provided we do not help
them in spite of knowing them to be evil. In this reasoning lies
the origin of no-co-operation. Those who serve the native States
even though they believe them to be bad are preserving them.
Those also help them who consider them bad and want to destroy
them with evil means. Wickedness has never been destroyed by
wickedness. But persons like me who praise them for whatever
good they find in them, though mistakenly but with a pure motive,
thereby either reform them or secure the right to resort to satya-
graha or non-co-operation.

The correspondent has criticized my silence on the martyr-
dom of Jatindra Das. I am not dealing with it here as it has
been separately commented on in Navajivan.

I Merit accruing from virtuous action

2 Dated October 20, 1929; for the English article, vide pp. 6-7.
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Now there remains the writer’s assurance. He writes: “You
believe that the subjects of the native States are afraid of jails.
But I can assure you that we are not afraid of jails. We are not
afraid even of death.” I must regretfully say that this assurance
is of little or no value to me. I believe that among the subjects
of the native States, the number of people who will be found ready
to go to jail can be counted on one’s fingers, and fewer still would
be ready to court death. If the subjects were not cowardly and were
prepared to undergo all the hardships of jail-going, etc., the atro-
cities committed in the States would have been impossible. The
writer should bear in mind that in the native States, as in the
British provinces, no one is prevented from courting jail. All the evil
will stop only when the spirit of sacrifice and the power of self-
immolation pervade the whole country.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 20-10-1929

30. LETTER TO jJ. P. BHANSALI

October 20, 1929
CHI. BHANSALI,

I have your letter. You should not worry about what food
you asked to be served after the fast was over. You ought not to
stop eating on that ground. At the end of a fast, most men are
bound to feel the desire for all manner of dishes. If a person
does not feel such a desire, it can be said of him that he no
longer takes pleasure in sense objects. But that state can result
only from God’s grace. For earning that grace, the right means
is not the giving up of food, but intensely earnest prayer.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—7: Shri Chhaganlal JFoshine, p. 171



31. TELEGRAM TO JAMNALAL BAJAJ

MUSSOORIE,
October 21, 1929
JaMNaLAL Bajajg
395 KaLBaDEVI Roap
BomBay

DOCTOR RAJABALI’S SCHEME APPROVED. HOPE YOU WELL.
Baru
Panchven Putra ko Bapu ke Ashirvad, p. 71

32. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

MussOORIE,
October 21, 1929

CHI. MAHADEV,

At long last today I got your letter giving an account of
Kaki’s passing away. I had been waiting for it. A person like
you is bound to regret his failure to reassure Kaki fully in response
to her request. But that is how we all act. How can one know
what is going to happen? One can serve only according to one’s
capacity. How could you have known that Kaki was going to
pass away in a single day? Considering how long Durga!, during
your continued absence from home, could nurse Kaki on her sick-
bed, the reply you gave was a truthful one. If merely to reassure
her you had said ‘yes’, the reply would have been considerate
but untruthful. You should, therefore, give up vain regret and
cherish sweet memories of Kaki. She had humbly acknowledged
whatever services she was given and expressed her gratitude.

The Gita proofs seem to be still somewhere on the way.

Shall I take it that I have your promise for contributing three
columns in Young India and Navajivan?

At present I am overwhelmed by disappointments. What need
to write to you about them? Somehow I was impelled to mention
the fact. Draw no inferences. “Immortal hope stands covered

1 Addressee’s wife
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LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI 27

behind a cloud of disappointments’!: “Covered’’ is my improvement
to suggest that my disappointments are always momentary. Why,
then, should one draw any inferences? With empty hands we
came, and so shall we depart. We shall have won the battle of
life only if we depart in that manner. I have no time to write
more. But you should not plead that excuse.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11461

33. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

MUuUssOORIE,
Silence Day, October 21, 1929

SISTERS,

Mussoorie is one of those places where pleasure-seeking
abounds. There is no purdah here. Wealthy ladies spend their
time in dancing at parties, paint their lips, deck themselves in all
sorts of ways and blindly imitate the West in a good many ways.
Ours is a middle path. We do not wish to keep alive super-
stitions and purdah nor to encourage shamelessness and self-
indulgence. This middle path is straight but difficult to follow.
It is our aim to seek it and follow it steadily.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3706

34. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

MUsSOORIE,
Stlence Day [October 21, 192912

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

There is nothing special today to write to you about. Read
the letter to Raghunath Prasad and also Chhaganlal’s which
accompanies it.

Bhansali must be his normal self again. Request everyone to
refrain from talking to him about the events during and following
the fast.

1 From a poem by Manibhai Nabhubhai Dwivedi; the original has ‘“hidden”
instead of ‘‘covered”.
2 The date is from Bapuna Patro—7: Shri Chhaganlal Foshine.
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Let me know your final decision about Budhabhail.
Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5565

35. LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL

MUSSOORIE,
October 21, 1929

BHAI MOOLCHANDJI,

Both your letters have been received. I shall use one in
Navajivan. As regards the one about Devasinghji I think that for the
present he should simply carry on in his military job but with a
detached attitude. We shall see when the time comes.

Yours,
Mouanpas GANDHI

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 774

36. LETTER TO BRIFJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

MUSSOORIE,
October 21, 1929

CHI. BRAJKISAN,

I have been unable to answer your letter earlier. I appreciate
your devotion to your mother. Do what the inner voice bids.
Ultimately it is this devotion which has to be sublimated into much
wider service. But this change cannot be forced. Even when it is
accomplished it will not diminish the filial devotion which will how-
ever become more refined. At present it is tinged with moha?, albeit
of the satvik® kind.

I trust your health is better.

I shall reach Delhi on the night of November 1.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2368

1 A Jain gentleman who lived near the Ashram
2 Attachment
3 Pure



37. LETTER TO GIRIRAJKISHORE

CamMP MUSSOORIE,
October 22, 1929

MY DEAR GIRIRAJI,

I have your letter. I have heard from Pratap Pandit also.
He says that he is taking a personal interest in you and that he will
certainly watch what you are doing. At present he wants you to
read and understand what is written in the light of the experi-
ence that you are having. I suppose that is much the best thing to
do. You should also try to procure all the literature on the eco-
nomics of the leather trade. You will find therein much to
strengthen the method that we are pursuing. There must be in
Pandit’s library literature of this type too. If there is not, Kishore-
lal will be of assistance in finding out such books. You should col-
lect all the information about the various tanneries in India, the
condition of the leather trade, the requirements in India, the im-
port of leather goods from outside, the history of the failure of the
British Government to capture the leather trade from Germany.
All this is interesting reading. You should avoid fever and when
you do get any such thing deal with it at once. How are you do-
ing otherwise ? I hope you write to the Ashram regularly.

From a microfilm: S.N. 15617

38. LETTER TO R. THADANI

CamMp MUSSOORIE,
October 22, 1929

MY DEAR THADANI,

I have your kind letter. I appreciate all you say about Gir-
dhari. My own feeling is that no matter whom you get he will
not be able to do justice to your firm’s work as also to khadi. A
little bit of sale may be effected but the work of production requires
all a man’s time. If therefore you aim at production you must
get hold of an all-time worker and pay him specially either out
of your own salary or out of the firm’s income if the firm is will-

1 An inmate of the Ashram who had gone to Bombay for training in tannery
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ing. But the latter, I imagine, is not feasible and probably not advi-
sable even if it were feasible. You are as it is paying a lot for
national purposes out of your income. It may be quite the proper
thing to use this portion under your own supervision and see whe-
ther your plan of production amongst the men and amongst the
villagers surrounding you succeeds. If you will entertain some
such proposal Girdhari of course is not the man for it because he
has his work cut out for him where he can be more usefully em-
ployed. The reason why Girdhari had taken up some other than
national work was because Girdhari himself was uncertain as to his
future plans and uncertain as to his future wants. After much
cogitation and consultation, so far as I read him, he has now
made his choice. He thinks that he wants to dedicate himself to
national service and have his reasonable wants satisfied up to a
point out of national service. So you see that the parable you
quote will not apply in Girdhari’s case.

Yours sincerely,

Syt. R. THADANI
Buruanrur (C.P.)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15698

39. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

MUussOORIE,
October 22, 1929

CHI. VASUMATI,

You must have got my letter! giving my opinion regarding
Almora. T still hold that opinion. I may think of other possible
alternatives after I talk over the matter with Prabhudas in Delhi.
If T had been able to set up an ashram at Almora, I would have
certainly sent you there. But that could not be, and now I don’t
think that it is possible. Let me also know why you particular-
ly wish to go to Almora. I would look for other places for you
if in any way you do not feel at home there. If you are keen on
going to a hill station, there are other such places too. About
Almora, I am in a moral difficulty.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9270

1 Of October 17



40. LETTER TO MOHANLAL BHATT
October 22, 1929

BHAISHRI MOHANLAL,

Your letter and mine crossed. I have read the Declaration of
Trust!. The names are all right. If possible, my name may be omit-
ted as I had suggested. If so desired, a statement may be included to
the effect that the beginning was made under my guidance, but it
would be better if my signature is not required. I have received
the Gita proofs today.

Blessings from

Baru

SHrRI MoHANLAL BHATT

Navajivan KArRvarava

AHMEDABAD

B. B. & C. I. Rry.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1224
41. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI
MUSSOORIE,

October 22, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have not received today’s mail till this hour.

No mail seems to have gone astray. Sooner or later I get
every letter.

There seems to have been some misunderstanding regarding
Ishwarlal.?2 I thought that he had asked for my permission in addi-
tion to yours. When he first spoke to me, I had asked him to obtain
your permission. Henceforth we should make it a rule that no
one should ask my permission directly. After the person in ques-
tion has obtained your permission, he or she may ask me for my
consent if desired. I should be kept out of as many things as pos-

1 Vide “Declaration of Trust”’, 26-11-1929.
2 Vide ““Letter to Ishwarlal Joshi”, 23-10-1929.
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sible. You may consult me on any matter. If, however, everybody
asks for my opinion directly, there will be no order. This is an
old complaint.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5464

42. TELEGRAM TO GULZARI LAL NANDA!

MussooRIE,
October 23, 1929

GULZARILAL

Majur OFFICE

AHMEDABAD

YOUR WIRE SURPRISES ME. ON BEHALF LABOUR
THERE  WERE TWO GROUNDS  FOR REQUEST RESTORA-
TION CUT. ONE WAS ALLEGED INCREASE IN
PROSPERITY. THIS FAILED. SECOND WAS IN ANY
CASE  CUT WAS  UNWARRANTED BECAUSE IT REDUCED
WAGES WHICH WERE ALREADY HARDLY ENOUGH
PAY LIVING EXPENSES. THIS STATE OF THINGS
STILL PERSISTS. HENCE MY FINDING THAT MAJURS’
REQUEST SHOULD BE GRANTED IRRESPECTIVE OF
ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS  MILLS. SHOW YOUR WIRE  AND

THIS SETH MANGALDAS AND THEN  SURPUNCH.
GANDHI

From a copy: C.W. 9642. Courtesy: Gulzari Lal Nanda

1 This was in reply to the following telegram from the addressee dated
October 22: “Surpunch sends following message to you. You find that present
condition of industry not so prosperous as would justify increase. You still differ
from colleague and hold cut of 1923 unjustifiable which means cut should
be restored. This seems inconsistent. Please explain fully. Surpunch arrives
Ahmedabad from Bombay 25th.”



43. LETTER TO KANNOOMAL

CamMpP MUSSOORIE,
October 23, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,
I had your letter some time ago. When I return to the Ashram
I shall see what copies of some of your books I require and I shall
trouble you, if I find it necessary, to post more copies of any of your
books. If I get the time I shall certainly endeavour to go through
some of your other books and shall write to you if there is any-
thing worth conveying to you.
Yours sincerely,

Syr. KaANNOOMAL
Duovrpur

From a microfilm: S.N. 15199

44. LETTER TO HARCHARAN LALL VARMAN

CaMp MUSSOORIE,
October 23, 1929
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter! for which I thank you. Everything that goes
to Young India is overlooked by me. So is almost everything that
goes to Gujarati Navajivan. Hindi Navajivan is prepared by a trust-
worthy co-worker from Gujarati Navajivan and Young India. It may
therefore have in some respects ampler details and in some others
an abstract only of what may appear in either of the two papers.
The English passed under my eyes before it was sent to the press.
The Hindi I have now read after the receipt of your letter. I consi-
der both to be unexceptionable. Do you see any conflict bet-
ween the English and the Hindi versions and do you take any
exception to either? If the slightest injustice has been done any-
where I shall endeavour to correct it.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 15649

1 Expressing surprise at the discrepancies in the reports of Gandhiji’s visit
to Dayalbagh published in Hindi Navajivan and Young India
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45. LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

CamP MUSSOORIE,
October 23, 1929

MY DEAR VENKATAPPAYYA,

I have your letters. I endorse the arrangements you have made
for the Pallepadu Ashram. I shall see to it that you get the sum of
Rs. 1,000 somehow or other. And of course you have the absolute
right to remove anybody and to employ any other person. What
I would love to see is that you or Sitarama Sastri should occasionally
stay at the Ashram. It will hearten the young men whom you
have placed in charge and it will draw the sympathy of local
people and you might be able to influence the villagers near the
Ashram. I should like it to become a living centre of activity.

With reference to Tenali please let me know what grant is
actually required by the Tenali institution and give me also a some-
what accurate idea of how the amount is expected to be laid out.
What qualifications should the technical instructor have? Will
he have to know Telugu or English, a requirement that it would
be difficult to fulfil? Where is Punnayya working now? Cannot
he or someone be sent to the Ashram to complete the training
required? Most of the instructors are otherwise engaged but I do
want to meet your wishes if it is at all possible. You have said
nothing about your wife’s health or your daughter’s. How are they
both getting on? You must prepare to attend the meeting of the
Council at Wardha in December.

Yours  sincerely,

SjT. KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA
GuNTUR (MADRAS PRESIDENCY)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15699
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46. LETTER TO SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT
TELEGRAPH CHECK OFFICE, CALCUTTA

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 23, 1929
THE SUPERINTENDENT

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH CHECK OFFICE
CALcUTTA
SIR,

I enclose herewith a pre-paid reply form in connection with
cablegram No. 559/11 handed in at Durban addressed to me and
received at Sabarmati on the 12th instant. I could not use the
reply form as the cablegram reached me during my tour too late
for reply. Will you please therefore send Rs. 7-6-0 or its equivalent
to the sender of the cablegram? The sender is the Secretary,
South Africa Indian Congress, Durban.

Yours faithfully,
Encl. 1

From a microfilm: S.N. 15700

47. LETTER TO ISHWARLAL FOSHI

October 23, 1929
CHI. ISHWARLAL,

I have your letter. It will be enough if you give six months
to Delhi. I have told them to let you go, if you willingly agree,
only on the condition that Devdas teaches you English and so
arranges your work that you can spare time for study. I will send
the letter through Devdas himself. He is out of Delhi at present.
During the six months we will think out where to send you
after the period. We need not think about that just now. I hope
you understand that the question of consulting me or obtaining
my consent in addition arises only after the Secretary’s permission
has been obtained.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 9279. Courtesy: Ishwarlal Joshi
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48. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

MUusSSOORIE,
October 23, 1929
CHI. MAHADEV,

At long last I got the Gita proofs yesterday. Redirected from
place to place, they arrived very late. Now I shall be here today
and tomorrow only. I don’t think it will be possible even to
have a look at them during that time. Both of you seem to have
taken a good deal of pains over the thing. How is Durga’s health
nowadays? Has she resumed her kitchen duties? I hope she
does not exert herself beyond her strength.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11462

49. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI
October 23, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have your letter. Read the letters to Ishwarlal and Dwarka-
nath and hand them over. Now I need write nothing to you
about them.

My consent for your visit to Lahore was conveyed in a
previous letter. As, however, you have requested a reply by wire,
I am sending one.

I understand what you say about signatures.! When you can
create confidence in Narandas, he will certainly work.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5465

1 Vide p. 10.
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50. ECONOMICS OF CATTLE BREEDING

When I was convalescing in Bangalore two years ago,! Mr.
William Smith, the Imperial Dairy Expert, gave me a precis of a
statement he submitted to the Agricultural Committee in Poona.
I extract from it the following valuable information? and commend
it to the attention of everyone interested in the economic well-
being of India.

This is a tremendous problem. The poverty of the cow is
reflected in the poverty of the people. The reader will note the
emphasis put by Mr. Smith upon two points. The milk-producing
quality of the cow does not affect her capacity for giving a proper
draught animal. In Mr. Smith’s opinion based on long experience
the two go together. The cow that gives a substantial quantity
of milk will also give a substantial bullock. The second point
made by Mr. Smith is, that whilst the buffalo may apparently
do good to the individual, she kills the cow and therefore kills
agriculture. Both these important things can only be handled by
adequate education of those who own cattle. Of course if the
State interested itself in the true welfare of the people as the States
have done in many other parts of the world, the problem can be
handled effectively inside of a few years but private effort too can
do a great deal to arrest the growing decay of our cattle which are

becoming an economic burden instead of being as they ought to
be a blessing.

Young India, 24-10-1929

51. ELECTED BOARDS

It came upon me as a shock to find the District Board of
Moradabad issuing a circular forbidding school teachers from
taking part in politics, i.e., even collecting funds from their pupils
or others for Daridranarayana®. That same Board gave me an address
with a beautiful casket. Probably the Board knew nothing about

1 April 19 to August 31, 1927
2 Not reproduced here. William Smith had analysed the causes and recom-

mended remedies for the poor condition of milch cows and draught bullocks.
3 God in the form of the poor
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the circular. The loyal zeal betrayed in the circular no matter by
whom evidently outruns the loyalty of Government schools and
colleges which have been inviting me to address their students
and presenting me with purses for khadi. Government servants
have openly given donations to the same cause. It has come to
be recognized that khadi as such had no politics in it, and that
whilst there may be two opinions about its economic value, its
undoubted moral value may not be ignored by any educationist.
Unquestionably it has its political side, but so have many other very
important questions at present engaging the attention of the people
as well as the Government. Hindu-Muslim unity and untouchability
are pre-eminently social questions, but they have today a political
importance of the first magnitude, and they are items in the
forefront of the Congress programme. But no one has yet been
known on that account to prevent Government servants from
interesting themselves in either of these questions. Indeed many
District Boards have heartily joined the khadi movement and
co-operated with the A.I. S. A. in promoting this the only national
cottage industry of universal application. The only Board that
has acted like the Moradabad Board and that has come under my
notice is the District Board of North Arcot, which had the effron-
tery to issue the following warning:

P. Ranganatha Ayyar!, Ist Assistant, Board Middle School, Arcot,
is informed, that his conduct in having lent himself to the raising of sub-
scriptions by pupils to the khaddar fund is blameworthy and should not
recur. As a whole-time servant of the Board, it is his duty to attend to the
duties assigned to him by the Head Master in the school, and he should
not fritter away his time in other avocations calculated to undermine the
discipline or the popularity of the institution. He is hereby warned that
a repetition of such conduct will entail summary removal from service.

2. The subscription notebook filed by him is returned and it is
advisable for him to destroy it at once.

Note the rudeness of the language that omits even the common
courtesy due to an employee enjoying the rank of a schoolmaster.
Note too the excess of loyalty that demands destruction at once of
an inoffensive little exercise book containing the names of equally
inoffensive little children with the few coppers marked against
their names. I regret to have to inform the reader that the poor
schoolmaster was dismissed by the ultra-loyal North Arcot Board.
Whether it has since felt repentant I do not know. I hope it has.

1 Vide p. 13.
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In any case schoolmasters and others whom a fate similar to
Sjt. P. Ranganatha Ayyar’s may overtake need experience no
despondency. No able-bodied honest man or woman who has no
prejudice against honest labour has any occasion to starve for want
of work. The cry that I hear everywhere is that many public
movements want good and true workers.

But though the dismissed persons may be indifferent about
what may befall them in the execution of a public duty, the
public dare not be. The Boards are now overwhelmingly elective
with elected chairmen in most cases. I expect that the circulars
such as the one to which I have drawn attention are issued
departmentally without the knowledge of the members. It is the
duty of the members to take notice of every high-handed and
anti-national action by chairmen or departmental heads. And
it is equally the duty of electors to keep a strict watch over the
misdeeds of the Boards for whose existence they are responsible and
who are their mouthpieces. Indeed if the electors only knew
their rights and realized their duty, they would make any irregu-
lar or wunpatriotic action by their Boards utterly impossible.
It is the apathy of the general public which renders these elective
Boards often instruments of oppression rather than of service.
There is nothing to prevent the Boards from becoming powerful
political bodies so long as they do not neglect or damage the
social local service which is a first charge on their attention. It
is possible even to demonstrate that it is necessary, in order to
ensure social efficiency, for them to take part to a discriminating
extent in the national movement for political emancipation.

Young India, 24-10-1929

52. LALAYI ANNIVERSARY

The Lalaji anniversary will be on us on the 17th November.
The question that every patriot would naturally ask himself or
herself is: ‘What have I done during the year to vindicate
Lalaji’s death? What have I done to advance the cause of swaraj
for which he lived and died ? What have I done for the so-called
untouchables whose cause he had made his own? What have I
done in response to the appeal made by Pandit Malaviyaji and
Pandit Motilalji ?° There are many other questions which nationa-
lists would ask themselves according to the emphasis they would
put upon a particular characteristic in Lalaji’s many-sided life,
but my purpose is to suggest to all Congress Committees that they
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should celebrate the anniversary by making up the amount of
the appeal for five lakhs issued by Pandit Malaviyaji and Pandit
Motilalji.! It is a matter of shame that we have yet been able
to collect out of the five lakhs not more than two. If sufficient
exertion is put forth there should be no difficulty in making up the
deficit on or before 17th November. If they will do so, they
must begin the preparations in right earnest from now.

Young India, 24-10-1929

53. THE U.P. TOUR-VI?

Here is the itinerary3 for the week ending 18th instant.
Prejupices Die HarD

From Barabanki we had to take the Express for Hardoi. The
train was crowded. Gandhiji’s insistence upon third-class travelling
has become almost as rigid as before. The party got seats not
without some difficulty which was removed by the railway autho-
rities. Devdas Gandhi, whenever he is of the party, finds room
for himself among the general travellers in order to make our
party one less. At Barabanki he found room only in a compart-
ment which had a card stuck upon a window ‘for Europeans and
Anglo-Indians”. He found in the compartment some Europeans
and Anglo-Indians and some Indians too. There was no objection
taken to him at Barabanki. But at Lucknow two European ladies
objected to him on the plea that he was not properly dressed.
He had a full khadi dhoti, vest and cap. They asked Devdas
to go out of the compartment and, as he says, used offensive
language. Young Gandhi would not oblige them. The good
ladies summoned the guard to their assistance. Devdas Gandhi
stuck to his guns. The usual procedure followed as a matter of
course. The guard summoned the station-master. Then came the
police. Naturally there was the inevitable crowd. Gandhiji was
duly informed of what was happening. He decided to leave
Devdas free to do as he chose and to remain indifferent. Professor
Kripalani and others went to this ‘reserved’ compartment, while

1 For the appeal drafted by Gandhiji, vide Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 95-7.

2 This and other items under this title signed ‘A’ were written by Gandhiji;
vide ‘‘Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 18-11-1929. Although there Gandhiji
mentions ‘three letters’ as having been written by him, actually six of them
appeared over the initial ‘A’ and these are reproduced in this volume.

3 Not reproduced here
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the argument was developing. There was a missionary in the
compartment. The discussion between him and the missionary
was fairly warm, for the Professor could not appreciate the latter’s
argument that Devdas should vyield because the good ladies
objected to his dress. The end of it all was that the police would
not or could not arrest the offending wearer. The train steamed
out, and Devdas says the missionary and the ladies subsequently
became friends. The incident is tragic showing how prejudices
die hard. FEuropeans and Anglo-Indians have not yet realized
that the dhoti is the national costume of the vast majority of India’s
population. So long as there are compartments reserved for
Europeans and Anglo-Indians, so long will race and colour prejudice
assert itself giving rise at times to unforeseen consequences. For
the reservation feeds the insolent prejudice and keeps it alive.
In Devdas Gandhi’s case the label too was probably put up
illegally. The compartment was not stamped in the usual manner.
This insulting reservation can only be kept up so long as the
multitude of passengers mutely and meekly submit to the injury.
No regulation which lacks popular support has any chance of
being respected. Let us hope that the courteous and successful
resistance offered by young Gandhi will move the authorities to
abolish the offensive reservation.

A TRUE SHRADDHA

The visit to Hardoi was interesting for several events. The
activity of one selfless woman had altered the complexion of
things. Shrimati Vidyadevi, the wife of Raja Jungbahadursinh
of Barua, a small zamindari, has moved her husband and other
relatives to a spirit of service. She has broken down the purdah
for herself and for those who have come under her influence.
She is a regular spinner, and her sister-in-law Shrimati Lakshmidevi
spins exceedingly fine yarn. A khadi piece woven in Barua out
of her yarn was presented to Gandhiji who auctioned it for Rs.
105 at the public meeting in Hardoi. Rani Vidyadevi gave up at
the women’s meeting some costly jewellery. The gifts at the
women’s meeting amounted to nearly Rs. 1,700, Rs. 700 being in
cash and jewellery worth about Rs. 1,000. The bulk of it came
from this one family. Moved probably by the same silent influence
Kunvar Maheshvarsinh had a khadi store opened by Gandhiji
in memory of his wife who died in January last. The address
presented to Gandhiji on the occasion stated that the late Shrimati
Sarasvatidevi was a woman of learning, had torn down the
purdah, was a regular spinner, and a regular worshipper of God.
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She used herself to distribute free medicine among needy women
and children, and took delight in sewing garments for the latter.
There could be no better shraddha or memorial to a woman so
pure and devoted to the cause of the poor as the Shrimati was.
No wonder Gandhiji made her life the text of his address to the
women’s meeting.

MIiSCELLANEOUS

I must pass by many interesting events, noting only a few
as I pass by those that crowd upon my mind as I am writing
these notes. The visit to Moradabad was noteworthy for the
fact of Gandhiji being the guest of an old Mussalman friend Maulvi
Abdus Samad Saheb—a rare event nowadays. He opened a new
house for an old library, the donation of one citizen Lala Brajlal.
In Dhampur we found the khadi activity in full swing. The
orderliness of the reception evoked great praise from Gandhiji.
The noise, the jostling, etc., had tired him out. He felt therefore
refreshed as he alighted on the platform and moved through the
motionless rows of men and women who had crowded at the
station. The work of the Arya Pratinidhi Seva Samiti too delighted
Gandhiji. In Hardwar an attempt was made by the so-called
orthodox Brahmins to boycott Gandhiji, but it failed signally.
The purse, which the most sanguine thought might not exceed
Rs. 500, was fully Rs. 2,500 owing to the exertions of the Vice-
principal of the Kangri Gurukul, Pandit Devasharma Abhaya,
assisted by a band of associates. Due to his exertion there is also a
khadi bhandar which is well nigh self-supporting. Of the insani-
tation both moral and physical of this great and ancient place of
pilgrimage I need say nothing at present, as Gandhiji proposes to
write himself next week.! I may not touch Dehradun and Mussoorie
this week.

Young India, 24-10-1929

1 Vide ‘“Physical and Moral Insanitation”, 31-10-1929.



54. SERVANT OR MASTER?

Whatever was said about volunteers in a previous issue! bears
repetition. I have noticed during every one of my tours that
volunteers do not know whether they are servants or masters.
For instance, during meetings if some instruction is to be conveyed
to someone, it sounds more like a command than a request.
When they lead me up to the platform, instead of requesting the
villagers politely and gently to make way, they push them and
order them in harsh tone and language to move off. At stations,
wherever I get off, there is naturally a crowd. The volunteers,
instead of politely requesting the crowd to make way, shout at
them; so the people neither understand nor listen to them. On
the other hand, the uproar makes confusion worse confounded.
Not to mention my own distress, although the object of all these
orders is to save me from hardships. When the whole procession
leaves the platform, no consideration whatever is shown to the
passengers. People trample on their luggage, push them about,
and if a passenger is sitting in their path, he is shown no con-
sideration either. Similarly, when we proceed along a road and
some villager walks in the middle of the road, volunteers consider
it their duty to swear at him and remove him out of the way. I can
give many more such examples. I don’t believe that this incivi-
lity is deliberate, but is due to lack of discretion and education.
The air is charged with notions of high and low. The towns-
people look down upon the rural folk. When the kings set out in
procession, their retinue accompanies them with great fanfare,
even abusing the people without hesitation. The white
masters have only imitated this. The foreigners are adept at
copying such things. We have also been influenced, unwittingly,
by this atmosphere. But in these days of public awakening
volunteers must become true servants. Their service should be
sincere and silent. The poor and the helpless must be served.
Hundreds are willing to serve famous leaders who are pestered
with excessive and unnecessary attention; but very few come
forward to serve the poor; and of those few, many consider
that they are doing the poor a great favour by serving them.
The truth is that he who serves the poor discharges a small part

1 Vide pp. 9-10.
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of his debt. India’s poor die of hunger, they have become help-
less, and of all this misery, we the middle class people are the
cause. The volunteers too belong to this class. It is we who
have sustained ourselves by sitting on their backs so long and are
doing so even today. When the poor realize their right and their
might, then they will become our masters and we shall be forced
to serve them. When that happens no one will call us volun-
teers; we shall certainly be called their slaves or servants.

Therefore, no volunteer should think even in his dream that
when he serves the village folk courteously, respectfully and
sincerely, he is doing anyone a favour. His greatness and the
greatness of the country lie in such service only.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 24-10-1929

55. LETTER TO HEMANTA K. CHATTERJEE

Camp MUSSOORIE,
October 24, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of September 24th! and enclosure
which I have now had time to read. I must confess that your
scheme for ensuring a better milk supply does not appeal to
me in spite of the findings of various Committees to the contrary.
I am of opinion that there is no escape from municipalization
of the milk supply if we are to make it uniformly cheap and
accessible to the poorest citizen of Cawnpore. Ifit is a fact that
a municipality cannot handle such enterprise because of the
likelihood of corruption I should imagine that no other institution
will, whether private or public. The secret of municipal government
must consist in evolving honest enterprise by municipalities
themselves setting the example. It bodes ill for corporate life
if municipalities cannot handle big enterprises with success,
efficiency and comparative cheapness. A municipality has faci-
lities a private corporation can never command in a well-ordered
State. There are two or three maxims which must be borne in
mind for ensuring the supply of cheap and pure milk in a com-
mercial centre like Cawnpore. Milk must be largely produced
in a municipal farm, a fair distance from Cawnpore. Secondly,

1 Seeking Gandhiji’s opinion on a milk supply scheme proposed by the
Public Health Committee
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there must be a method of ensuring cheap transport. Thirdly,
sale of milk should be a municipal monopoly even as the manu-
facture and sale of postage stamps is a monopoly of the Central
Government.

Yours sincerely,

Syr. HEmanTA K. CHATTERJEE, B.A., LL. B.
CAWNPORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 15253

56. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

[October 24, 1929]!
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I had already written to you about Lahore in a previous
letter, and my letter of yesterday would reach you tomorrow at
the latest. Hence I dropped the idea of sending you a wire and
saved 12 annas.

You will receive a request from the Princess of Amava for a
portable spinning-wheel with ball-bearings. If you receive such
a request and if you have a model ready, send it. If you do not
have any, get one made and send it. It would be good to keep
one or two more ready in stock. You are likely to receive a
letter from the Princess of Jasdan, too.

Blessings from
Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5488

57. LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARI

CAMP SAHARANPUR,
October 25, 1929

DEAR DR. ANSARI,

I noticed in the papers that you and Lala Shankerlal are
appealing for a purse to be presented to me on my arrival in
Delhi earmarked for local Congress work. Nowhere have purses
of this description been countenanced. Purses earmarked for
provincial service have been accepted in some places but every-
where the principal purse has been for khadi. Here if the papers

1 Vide p. 36.
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correctly report you the purse is exclusively for local Congress
work. This may not be done on any account. If nobody cares for
khadi I think that no collections should be made. I must also
say that I would discountenance anything done by Lala Shankerlal
in connection with my visit. My experience of him has not been
happy. He has still not refunded so far as I am aware the moneys
due to the All-India Spinners’ Association. He has not sent the
full amount collected in the name of the Bardoli struggle to Bardoli.
There have been several other complaints made to me from
time to time about his financial dealings but I have not thought
it worth while to investigate them. I know that Jamnalalji and
several others have the same experience of him. I am sorry. But
as I saw his name associated with yourself I thought I should tell
you what I feel about him. You may certainly show this letter to
him. If any injustice has been done to him and if I can be con-
vinced of it I shall tender my apology to him. I did write to him
once or twice about the All-India Spinners’ Association money and
then in despair gave up writing anything to him further. I would
have preferred silence even now. But I would have been guilty of
suppressing the truth if I had not told you of my opinion of Lala
Shankerlal. I hope you will not arrange for any public meeting
either unless it is really called for. I must visit Delhi now as it
has been announced and I have sent appointments to some
people. I am staying with Raghbir! as he wrote to me whilst I
was in Mussoorie reminding me of the promise I made him when
I was last in Delhi that on my next visit I shall stay with him. I
expect to reach Delhi on the Ist proximo, by car from Meerut
time in the evening.

I hope you got a fat sum from Bhopal and that you had a
successful tour in the South so far as the Jamia is concerned. I saw
in the public Press that your tour was wholly successful otherwise.
Hayat? met me in Mussoorie. Rest of this when we meet.

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 15709

1 Raghbir Singh, founder of Modern School, New Delhi
2H. M. Hayat of Bhopal



58. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

SAHARANPUR,
October 25, 1929

CHI. VASUMATI,

I have your letter. I too had thought of Wardha and even
mentioned it in a previous letter. For my part I am scheduled to
reach Wardha on December 6, but you need not wait till then.
Go there earlier if you are not keeping good health. Whether
Prabhudas goes to Almora or not, I may make independent
arrangements if you wish to have a taste of the Almora winter.
Just now Almora is bound to be very cold and will become
colder day after day.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9269

59. LETTER TO MADHAVFI V. THAKKAR

SAHARANPUR,
October 26, 1929

BHAISHRI MADHAV]I,

Just now I am so much in arrears with my correspondence
that I cannot remember to which letters I have replied and to
which I have not. I see that I have not been able to reply to
your letter of October 8. I have the impression that you had en-
closed with it the stamps for an express telegram, but now I am
only writing this letter as I believe that sending a telegram is mean-
ingless. If you two decide to come, I shall be in Allahabad from
Nov. 15 to 20th. I shall be staying in Anand Bhavan with Pandit
Motilalji. There are so many items in your food that even very
small quantities of each will make the total quantity excessive. Do
give up the groundnuts. When one takes milk and/or curds, it is
not necessary to eat groundnuts or any other nutritious food. I
hope you follow the practice of taking whey only after putting soda
bicarb into it. The rest when we meet. We can talk at leisure only
in the Ashram, and I should prefer you seeing me there. I shall
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reach the Ashram on the night of November 25. Leaving it on
December 1, I shall go to Wardha where I shall stay up to the
20th. It would be all right even if you come and see me at
Wardha. It would be more convenient for you to do so. I think
you know that there is a Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha. When
at Wardha, I invariably stay there. You will find my pro-
gramme in Young India and Navajivan.

Blessings from

Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6794

60. LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI

ON THE TRrAIN,
ON WAY TO MUZAFFARNAGAR,
October 26, 1929

CHI. JAMNADAS,

I got your letter. Your minimum demand is for Rs. 2,500,
and the maximum for Rs. 16,500. As far as I see things, there
are risks even in the purchase of land. My idea in suggesting
that you should see Thakore Saheb was that you might accept
the land if he offered a deed making a free gift of the land. As I
visualize the possibility of his taking back the land even after
making an outright grant, you should drop the idea for the present.
As for the other expenses to be incurred, we shall think of the matter
later and hence, for the present, I will arrange to get you Rs.
3,000. As desired by you, you will get the first instalment of Rs.
500 at the end of Kartak. 1 am writing to the Ashram about it.
I hope you have been cured of eczema. How did you get it?

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 8700. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi



61. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

MUZAFFARNAGAR,
October 26, 1929

CHI. GANGABEHN,

Recently you have become slack in writing to me, and I have
always been so. However much I hurry, I cannot cope with each
day’s programme of work and something or other is always left
out. As I cannot gather the courage to resist the people’s love
and enthusiasm, even at the cost of over-straining myself I yield
to many of their wishes and am obliged to give them more time
than I had intended. As a result, letters remain unanswered, nor
can I manage to write other letters which I may have intended
to write.

I got your letter regarding Kaki. There is no doubt that
she was very fortunate. She had no reason to wish to live longer.

I hope Bal! and Shankar? have now completely got over their
grief.

I trust things are going on all right with the girls who have
newly arrived. May God give you the strength for all such services.
Your faith is such that you are bound to get it. Do not count
the expense in taking milk and fruit. You are right in what you
say about the girls. We give them much, but there is much still
which we can give and much that remains to be done. I am, how-
ever, sure that, as we have been trying to give them the basic
things of life, God is bound to grant us the strength to give
them the rest. We have not yet been able to train women work-
ers who can give the girls all that they need, and no women
workers from outside whom we would welcome have offered to
help. We should, therefore, have faith in what we have been
doing and keep patience.

Take utmost care of your health.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—6: G. S. Gangabehnne, pp. 27-8

1 & 2D, B. Kalelkar’s sons
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62. WONDERFUL ACHIEVEMENTS

The Students’ Association of the Gujarat Vidyapith conducted
an inquiry to find out the views of its ex-students about national
education, their ideological and financial position, etc., and has
brought out its findings in the form of a small pamphlet. It is now
a year since the pamphlet was published. It has been constantly
with me on my travels, and though it is rather late it will still not
be out of place to give a summary of the results mentioned in the
pamphlet, in view of its usefulness.

The number of graduates who passed out of the Vidyapith
from 1921 to 1926 was 251. Omitting those from Sind and
Madras, a questionnaire was sent to more than 200 students. Of
them 82, including two ladies, sent in their replies. The pamphlet
mentioned above gives an excellent summary of their replies,
which should be read by those eager to make a study of national
education. Here I can give only a few hurriedly jotted points:

Replies as to why they quit Government schools are as below:

Out of political fervour 33
Because of faith in non-co-operation 10
Because of conviction of the need for
national education 10
In obedience to the call of the nation 11
At the instance of relatives 6
Being carried away by the prevailing current 12
Total 82

Of these, one student writes the following about the condi-
tions under which he non-co-operated:

“I left my college against the advice of the elders in my family and
caste, and against that of the institutions which were helping me. I thus
lost the monthly scholarship of Rs. 60 which I was getting at the
Government college.”

The following are a few of the opinions given by the ex-
students about the atmosphere of the Gujarat Mahavidyalaya, i.e.,
the college section of the Vidyapith:

“There was great freedom. A notable fact was that the Mahavidya-
laya completely changed my life. I might say that it brought about a re-
birth for me.”
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“To begin with the atmosphere was political but afterwards it under-
went a change. On the whole, it was such as to foster noble thoughts,
though one cannot say that it also gave the power to translate those
thoughts into action or even prepared us for that.”

“The distinction of the Vidyapith lay in its religious and pure at-
mosphere.”

““Throughout the three years I spent there the atmosphere was so good
and uplifting that I dare say one could not find it anywhere else in India.”

“The atmosphere was very helpful both for study and contemplation.”

“Gujarat Vidyapith shows us the path, direct and straight, as to how
a man can lead the highest kind of life. The atmosphere prevailing there
offered me the best opportunities for the experience of life in the world
—a gift by no means inconsiderable when one comes to think of its
importance in one’s own life.”

“The atmosphere was very pure. There was not that narrow-
mindedness which one comes across in Government schools and colleges.
Everybody had the utmost freedom which was very helpful in the intel-
lectual development of the students. At the same time there was also
scope for the boys to abuse the freedom because not having had it before
they could also misuse it. Under the circumstances there is little danger
of the boys’ mental deterioration.”

At the time the pamphlet was prepared, the graduates were
employed as follows:

In educational institutions Total
1. Vidyapith 9
2. Recognized or unrecognized
national schools 21
3. Government schools 7 37
In institutions for depressed classes
1. Institutions for untouchables 2
2. » Bhils 2
3. ” Kaliparaj 1
4, ' Labour 3 8
Independent employment
1. Agriculture, business, etc. 11
2. Private employment, business, office
jobs, etc. 18
3. Legal practice 2
4. Journalism 3
5. Not engaged in any parti-
cular profession 3
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The readers will note that out of 82 as many as 45 were
earning their living through social service work.

As for the figures of their earnings, no one earned less than
thirty rupees a month.

Twelve graduates were earning sixty rupees per month. The
number of those who had a monthly income of seventy-five rupees
was 15. One of the graduates was earning Rs. 200, another Rs. 130
and three earned Rs. 125. Thus those who earned from Rs. 50 to Rs.
200 were 57. Eighteen graduates could not send the figures for
their incomes because they were engaged in independent business
or professional work. It would not be an exaggeration to say that
these results are very satisfactory. Graduates of Government
universities are often found to be earning even less than 30 rupees
a month. Here there is only one who gets 30 rupees and very
likely he too is doing so voluntarily as a sort of discipline. Today
there are many among the educated in India who are ready to
take up service for no more than a living—for just enough to
keep body and soul together. We have seen that of the aforemen-
tioned, 42 are already engaged in social service work. And
this is indeed the ideal which the Vidyapith seeks to set before its
graduates, namely, that they should take up some sort of social
service work at just a subsistence wage. As against this, the ideal in a
Government university, if it can be called an ideal, is, understand-
ably, career, i.e., a lucrative profession meaning mainly to secure
Government service. A national institution devotes itself to training
national workers, while a Government university addresses itself to
preparing Government servants whom we consider to be slaves.
In a national college service is its own reward while in a Govern-
ment college there is the inducement of a rise in salary and the
promise of a pension. The only pension a national worker can
look for lies in the hope that there is in every man the instinct
of grateful appreciation of pure service and that the people cannot
fail to develop love and regard for their benefactors. That is why
I regard the result mentioned above as excellent. The figures for
monthly income prove that the graduates of the national university
are able to make enough income even in the sphere of service. And
as time passes, and the spirit of sacrifice spreads, I hope to see
a reduction made in the above earnings, not of course by force
but voluntarily. As long as crores of our people are starving, a
man who takes two rupees when he can do with one is really guilty
of thieving.

The following extracts are from the replies to the question
“What would you prefer to adopt as your life-work?”
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“To be a soldier in the struggle for the freedom of the country and
society”

“Any such activity as will enable me to take part in doing service
to the country”

“Education and khadi”

“Harijan work or work in the primary or secondary schools in
villages”

“T will have the satisfaction of having done my life-work if I could
have the opportunity to serve the people in any form.”

These graduates of the Gujarat Vidyapith admit the superiority
of national education and its many advantages. Nevertheless, they
have not hesitated to express their view that national education
in its present form is imperfect. This freedom of thought raises the
pamphlet’s worth.

The figures given below show that up to 1926 only a small
number had appreciated the value of sacrificial spinning:

Those who spin for an hour or more daily 5

Those who spin only for half an hour 10

Those who spin 1000 yards per month 9

Irregular spinners 9

Those who did not spin 49

82

This indifference towards a thing which people like me regard
as a great yajna, whose importance has been ever recognized by the
Congress in its resolutions, is certainly disappointing. But I know
that there has been an improvement in the situation after 1926
and I am therefore satisfied.

The number of those who stuck to pure khadi for their
clothing was 56 which, though inadequate, may yet be regarded
as fair, seeing that something is better than nothing. Of course,
there were others who used khadi to a limited extent. Those who
did not use khadi explain their difficulties thus:

“We have to work among the people who belittle our value on
account of the simplicity of khadi. This results in less work for us and
therefore less earning.”

“The dearness of khadi, the difficulty of getting it, and the keen
desire for fine mill-cloth are a hindrance.”

‘“Ready-made garments of mill-cloth are available at the shops at
very cheap prices. It is not so with khadi.”

That such excuses are put forward to explain why they do
not use khadi shows that many do not yet know what a great
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help khadi is to the starving poor and what a great contribution
it is making to our freedom struggle. It is to be remembered
that no country has won freedom in this world without suffering
privations and difficulties.

It would be very useful if developments in respect of khadi
and other things, subsequent to the publication of the pamphlet,
could be made available. I congratulate the editors on bringing out
this pamphlet. Every national worker can learn much from it. The
Association would do well to continue their inquiry. It should
be the primary object of the Association to maintain spiritual
contact with all the graduates of the Vidyapith, share their
joys and sorrows and not allow a slackening of the ideals for
which the Vidyapith has been founded.

I feel that those who read this pamphlet cannot but come to the
conclusion that the national schools and colleges have done much
good to the country, and that the strength which we find in the
students today owes its origin to these institutions.

I have had the same experience in regard to the results of the
work of the Kashi Vidyapith as of those of the Gujarat Vidyapith
which have been noted above and I am sure that the same will be
found to be true, on examination, in the case of the Jamia Millia and
the Bihar Vidyapith. I also advise the Association to establish
contacts with all the national universities, and collect and collate all
information about them. It may perhaps be desirable to hold
occasional or annual conferences of the teachers and graduates of
these universities. Professor Gidwani had, in fact, attempted this.
If such a conference is held, it should not synchronize with the
Congress week. Our tendency to hold all conferences simultaneously
with it is, I think, harmful. It distracts people’s energy instead
of concentrating it; and the people gain little from these conferences.
If a conference is worth holding it should be held separately.
It is not possible that all people would be interested in all the
conferences. Rightly the Congress is the organization which should
interest all people. Therefore, during the Congress week, the
people’s attention should be directed to the sole purpose of
strengthening the Congress.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 27-10-1929



63. LETTER TO FULCHAND K. SHAH

MUZAFFARNAGAR,
October 27, 1929
BHAISHRI FULCHAND,

I have not replied to your letter. I hope that Bhai Hem-
shankar is now completely free from his teeth trouble.

In my suggestion' to avoid personal criticism I did not think
merely of practical wisdom, but it was and is a matter of princi-
ple also. Just as it would be uncivilized on my part to criticize
you behind your back or outside your home, though it would
be a duty to do so in your face, it is also improper to criticize one
princely State in the territory of another, particularly when the
latter is known to be on friendly terms with the former.

I know that we do not always follow this principle, but that
does not prove that as a principle it is wrong.

Such being my views, I hold it to be the duty of a person,
who believes in the principle I have stated, to dissociate himself
from an organization—in the present instance, the youth move-
ment — which indulges in such criticism as a matter of principle
and makes it its chief aim. It is one’s duty to resign from an
institution whose defects carry one in a direction one does not ap-
prove of. There may be no objection to remaining, and occa-
sionally it may even be a duty to remain, in the institution whose
defects we hope to remove or remedy, keeping ourselves aloof
from those defects. I think I have fully replied to your letter
from Broach, dated September 29.

Now I turn to your second letter. The problem of Wadhwan
is a complicated one. The chief question is what strength you
have — you, that is, your organization as a whole. How far all
the members of your organization can feel love for the wrong-
doer is for you to examine. If you are satisfied in the matter,
you have the full right to offer satyagraha. Whether you have the
strength to offer it, whether the time for it is ripe, whether you
have acquired the necessary fitness — all these questions should be
considered beforehand. This means that, in deciding the question,
what is first needed is detailed knowledge of the facts; after

1 Vide Vol. XXXV, pp. 483-5.
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that, all that is necessary is application of practical wisdom. You
alone know the facts. If an error from the point of view of
practical wisdom is committed, it can be overlooked.

After this you may act as you think fit. If you wish to con-
sult me in the matter, you may see me in the Ashram after
November 25. But it seems that you will have already taken,
before you get this reply, many of the steps you propose to take.
You know my tour programme. If you so desire, you may write
to me at any of the places included in the programme and ask
me about any matter.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 2836. Courtesy: Fulchand K. Shah

64. LETTER TO RAOFIBHAI M. PATEL

MUZAFFARNAGAR,

October 27, 1929
BHAISHRI RAOJIBHAL,

I got your letter. I have no doubt at all in my mind about
the need of running the kitchen and succeeding in it. The pro-
blem of its management will be solved through actual experience.
Our duty is to see that though the burden and the responsibility
rest on the women, we act in such a manner that the women do not
feel the burden and the responsibility and yet are aware that they
are theirs. There is the well-known illustration of Queen Victoria
and her ministers. Though the responsibility was the Queen’s,
the ministers let no burden fall on her. However, this after all
is wisdom from a distance. The main thing is to ensure that the
experiment succeeds, whatever the method we follow in running
the kitchen.

The cure for Dahibehn’s illness lies in sun-bath, hip-bath,
open air, light exercise and avoidance of starchy food. All of us
eat much more starch than we need. We may, therefore, look
robust, but in fact the body is flaccid. I had actually proved this
once to Velanbehn in her own case.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8985

1 A khadi worker at Sabarmati Ashram



65. DISCUSSION WITH MEERUT CONSPIRACY PRISONERS!

MEERUT,

October 27, 1929

The accused were rather surprised to see Mahatmaji coming to them in

jail and some of them actually exclaimed it was a great surprise that he had
come to them. Mahatmaji replied:

I hope it would not be a painful surprise.

After the comrades were personally introduced, Mahatmaji said he
would be satisfied if Dominion Status in terms of the Nehru Report? were given
immediately. He would consider it independence, if, as is implied by the
Nehru Provisions, it contained the organic ability of severance of connection.

Questioned if he would adopt the same attitude of thankful acceptance
as he did in Amritsar on Montagu Announcements, if the new reforms were less
than the terms of the Nehru Constitution, but a slight advance on 1917,
Mahatma Gandhi said he would not accept them.

After this the Bombay comrades had a long discussion as to why Gandhiji
did not help the 1928 general strike. Asked why he did not give them help,
when several workers visited Ahmedabad to collect funds for the strike,
Gandhiji said he thought the strikers were wrong in their action. . . .

[About] the grievances of the workers in the 1928 strike, he said none
of the strike-leaders had cared to see him and explain things.

[To a suggestion] that he should have at least helped the women and
children who were starving, Gandhiji said instead of that he would have told
the women to ask their men to go to work and feed them!

[On a remark] that unless the Congress accepted the programme of orga-
nizing the workers and peasants there would be no effect on the Govern-
ment, Mahatmaji said he welcomed everyone to convince the Congress of any
programme and put it through.

Gandhiji’s attention [was drawn] to a very serious complaint . . . re-
garding the method of collecting money for his purse in some places in U. P.
districts. . . . Big zamindars with the help of lawyers and intellectuals, [it
was alleged,] forced a fixed tax per head on the peasants in their zamindari for
contribution to Gandhiji’s purse. Mahatmaji asked if Mr. Dange? could cite any

1 At his own initiative and quite unexpectedly, Gandhiji visited the Meerut
Jail and saw the Communist undertrials in their barracks. Vide ‘“The U. P.
Tour—VIII”, sub-title, “With the Prisoners, 7-11-1929.

2 Vide Vols. XXXVII and XXXVIII.

3S. A. Dange of the Communist Party of India
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particular name or place. Mr. Dange said he would not do it just now, as he
did not want to involve anybody’s name. . .. Mahatmaji said he would
mention it that very day in the meeting, and would inquire, if names were
given, and would refuse to handle the money obtained by forcing the peasants
to pay under the threats of a zamindar.

Mahatma Gandhi is reported to have reiterated his faith in non-violence
as an eflicacious political weapon and declared that he would retire from poli-
tics if it proved otherwise. A strike, opined Mahatma Gandhi, was non-co-
operation and as such a good weapon in the hands of workers for the removal
of genuine grievances.

To another question he replied:

I will certainly become an independencewallah, provided
Dominion Status is not granted or promised by responsible heads
of the British Government in India and England by the mid-
night of 31st December next. Whether the administration in such
conditions would improve in quality depends on the personnel
of the Government then.

He entertained hopes of attainment of Dominion Status within this period.
He explained that he suspended civil disobedience in Bardoli! not because Bardoli
was not prepared but as a direct consequence of the outbreak of violence in
Chauri Chaura. Asked if Dominion Status was not forthcoming and another
Chauri Chaura happened in the course of the contemplated civil disobedience
whether he would advise another suspension of the programme, he replied:

That is the weak spot in me and you have to bear with me.
Asked what he would do for the Meerut case, Mahatmaji said:

If it were in my hands I would withdraw the charge, as in
my scheme of things, holding opinions of any kind would be
perfectly permissible.

Questioned as to his opinion previously expressed in Young India® that a case
of this nature required no defence, Mahatma Gandhi explained that India had
produced a sufficient number of legal practitioners who could take up a case
of this nature without remuneration. He was never opposed to defence indi-
vidually arranged but public subscriptions should not be utilized towards law-
yers’ fees in political trials.

Concluding his interview, he remarked that in the whole of his tour of
the province this was the most pleasant hour he had spent.

The Bombay Chronicle, 1-11-1929; The Leader, 31-10-1929 and Amrita Bazar
Patrika, 29-10-1929

I'In February 1922
2 Vide Vol. XL, pp. 201-2.



66. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, MEERUT
October 27, 1929

Mr. Gandhi . . . gave a joint reply in Hindustani to the several addresses
presented to him by the local bodies and the Congress Committee. He thanked
the citizens of Meerut for their contributions. He said Meerut’s record of
national service, though it fell short of the 1921 level, was a fairly good one.
Rs. 14,000 was no small amount but it failed to satisfy his demands. He had
taken upon himself a mission of service to Daridranarayana, the incarnation of
poverty, and hence his needs would not be easily appeased.

Alluding to the Meerut alleged ‘‘conspiracy” case, he said the responsi-
bilities of Meerut had increased a thousandfold in view of the trial being held
there, a small city which was ill-chosen for the occasion. That city was
lacking in suitable lawyers, books and other conveniences. Mr. Gandhi exhorted
his audience to try to bring about the acquittal of the accused. Mr. Gandhi
said: ‘T am not a Communist or any ist,” but the accused were their brothers,
and even if they were wrong it was not for Government to bring them to book,
but for their countrymen to bring them round.

Mr. Gandhi pleaded for an extensive use of khaddar, removal of un-
touchability and Hindu-Muslim unity. Thirty crores of Indians could move the
whole world, and he took upon himself the task of getting the Meerut ‘‘conspi-
racy” prisoners out of jail if his countrymen took to khaddar. He exhorted
the people to give up liquor and other intoxicants, and criticized the excise
policy of the ministers under local self-government. Twenty-five crores of
rupees was annually wasted on intoxicants. He deprecated the policy of financing
the Education Department out of excise revenues.

The Bombay Chronicle, 29-10-1929

67. LETTER TO REGINALD REYNOLDS

October 28, 1929

I was delighted to have your first letter from Sabarmati. As
I was motoring from a village I was thinking of you and lo!
as I reached Meerut at 11.30 I found your letter awaiting me.
I am sorry we shall not meet before 25th November. In a way
I am glad. Your first experience of the Ashram will be on merits.
My presence at the Ashram prevents a dispassionate experience.

39
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Anyway please conserve your health. The best way to do
it is to feel perfectly at home there and have all your necessary
comforts supplied. Use the sun-hat freely in the hot sun. Do
not attempt suddenly to walk about barefoot. Use the mosquito-
net, if you find the mosquitoes about you. Do not use much ghee
in the beginning stages at least. Avoid dal, try a little raw
green vegetable whenever available. Keep your bowels in good
order, if necessary, by taking castor oil, epsom salt or an enema.
To ensure clearance, it is often better to go without one meal or
to fast altogether for 24 hours, drinking freely hot water at intervals.

As you go on, I would like you to pick up a few Hindustani
words daily. Note down every word you pick up. You can
master the Devanagari character in 4 days’ time, if not earlier.
And please do not omit to get the meaning of the verses and hymns
sung at the prayer time. These two prayer times I hold to be
more essential than mealtimes.

Do make it a point to give me a weekly letter giving me freely
of your impressions.

May you feel and be really happy and healthy at the Ashram.

Yours,

M. K. GanpuI
From a photostat: C. W. 4526: Courtesy: Swarthmore College, Philadelphia

68. LETTER TO RAMNARESH TRIPATHI

MEERUT,
October 28, 1929

BHAI RAMNARESH]JI,

What I have been able to see of your collection of folk songs!
has enabled me to have some idea of the extent of your labour
and your love for the national language. It is a fine collection
and I would like every Hindi-lover to study it. The book deserves
a place in educational institutions. Your translation of the folk
songs has further enhanced its worth. Congratulations on your
effort.

Yours,
MoHANDAS

From the Hindi original: C.W. 9240. Courtesy: Municipal Museum,
Allahabad

1 Gramya Geet, published in four parts



69. LETTER TO KRISHNAN
October 28, 1929

MY DEAR KRISHNAN,

I have been expecting to hear from you all these days. So
I was glad when I got your letter. I do not know the merits
of the exhibition controversy. But no man is infallible. It is
enough if our associates do not err deliberately. We should be
ready to excuse one thousand mistakes unconsciously committed.
More when we meet.

Though my partiality for the common kitchen is well known
I have no desire to influence anybody’s opinion. And I know
that if there are willing hands the kitchen will not be broken
up. What is needed is the will to co-operate. Where there is
hearty co-operation a kitchen is the easiest thing to manage.
There is really very little work to do when it is equitably divided,
each attends thoroughly to his or her own portion. Keeping
time to the minute is of the greatest importance when many are
working at the same thing. One person getting out of time is
like one note out of time spoiling the whole piece. I would like
all therefore to work away with hearty goodwill and there will be
no more thought of a break-up.

Baru
From a copy: C.W. 9277

70. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
Silence Day, October 28, 1929

CHI. VASUMATI,

I have your letter. I have already written to you about
Wardha. You need not wait for me to reach there before you
go. I am not at all happy that your fever persists. No matter

how long you have to stay at Wardha, you must shake off the
fever completely.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9268
61



71. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

MEERUT,
October 28, 1929

CHI. MAHADEV,

I cannot bear your falling ill. I hope you have completely
recovered by now. One must observe moderation even in serving,
and it will probably help you to render good service if you follow
the maxim, ‘Dharma without risking one’s health’. We have,
of course, the Englishman’s experience in the saying, ‘He enjoys
the greatest leisure who works the hardest’, and that is true indeed.
Its point is that one who has done his duty sincerely is entitled
to some rest. No one has the right to encroach on that much-
needed rest.

As Diwali is now approaching, we should reconsider the
question of the common kitchen. Give some time to it and decide
the question finally as may seem best to you.

Blessings from
Baru

[PS.]

Yesterday I visited the Meerut prisoners. I spent with them
an hour and a quarter or perhaps a half, listened to their taunts
to my heart’s fill and made them laugh a great deal before
leaving them. They did not expect that I would visit them and
seemed very pleased to see me. As for the actual conversationl,
you will get it if Devdas or Pyarelal reports. Professor had
accompanied De[vdas] and P[yarelal]. I did not at all expect
that whoever accompanied me would be permitted to enter.

Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11463

1 Vide pp. 57-8 and “The U. P. Tour— VIII”, sub-title, “With the
Prisoners”, 7-11-1929.
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72. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

MEERUT,
October 28, 1929

SISTERS,

Today we are in Kripalaniji’s ashram in Meerut. Here too,
therefore, we feel the atmosphere of our Ashram.

I write to you today about our common kitchen. Diwali
is approaching. I have already received several letters. I write
this to remove your fears. You have now had one year’s experi-
ence. The entire burden of the kitchen was carried by you. I
only enjoyed the benefits of the kitchen. I, therefore, put no value
on my opinion. It is your opinion which should count. I will,
therefore, accept any decision at which all of you arrive. But
I do suggest this: Do not discuss the matter too much, nor take
much time in deciding. Discuss important points and come to a
quick decision. And whatever decision you arrive at, stick to it.
Only thus shall we progress. There will always be arguments for
and against a proposal, and we shall even make mistakes in our
decisions, whatever they are. You need not worry on that score.

It is very necessary to learn to come to a decision and stick
to it afterwards. It would be a different matter, of course, if
we later feel that our decision was morally wrong. There can
be no legitimate occasion of clinging to a decision which required
us to commit a sin.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3707

73. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

MEERUT,
October 28, 1929
CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,
I have your letters.
From your telegram to Shanti I understand that Sushila, and

perhaps you also, will start after Shanti reaches there. Be that
as it may.
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Chi. Nimu! has given birth to a daughter. Both the mother
and the daughter are doing well. The delivery took place at
Lakhtar and Nimu is still there. She did not suffer much.

My journey will continue till the end of November. Devdas
is still with me. Krishnadas is at Almora.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4762

74. INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS
October 28, 1929

Interviewed by the Free Press representative about the much-talked-of
invitation to prominent Indian Nationalist leaders to be issued by the British
Cabinet for a Round Table Conference to discuss the question of the future
constitution of India, Mahatma Gandhi said that he was not much interested in
it and he preferred to be silent in the matter. He also preferred to be silent
on the question of the programme to be settled in the Lahore Congress if
Dominion Status was not granted by that time; but he reiterated his view that
if Dominion Status was not granted within this year, he would be for complete
independence from the next year.

The Hindu, 29-10-1929

75. SPEECH AT MEERUT COLLEGE, MEERUT
October 28, 1929

Replying to the welcome address, Mahatmaji thanked the students and the
staff for the purse which he said had surpassed all purses presented to him in
proportion to the number of students of the Meerut College. Mahatmaji ex-
pressed the fear that the welcome address given to him was not shown to all
students and approved by them before being finally printed. He knew it had
been rather customary to praise guests lavishly in welcome addresses. But he
did not expect such welcome addresses from students. A welcome address by
students, said Mahatmaji, should contain at best two things. Instead of being
full of lavish praises it should contain much information about the students
themselves as well as some instructions for them. Mahatmaji was afraid he
was not worthy of the lavish praises sung in the welcome address and he point-
ed out that the real praise of a man was to follow his ideals.

I Ramdas Gandhi’s wife
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Continuing, Mahatmaji said he knew many students who did not support
his ideals and were for present-day Western civilization and as a matter of
fact many such students had written to him to that effect. So he did not know
whether all the students of the Meerut College did subscribe freely to his
ideals as expressed in the welcome address. However, said Mahatmaji, if they
wanted to serve the motherland they should at least know what sampama or self-
control was and they should at least make attempts to practise self-control. The
reason for weakness and fear of present-day students was that they had for-
gotten to practise sampama. Mahatmaji exhorted the students to observe celi-
bacy and advised married students to observe sampama. The students, he said,
were soldiers and as such they should not be cowed down by threats. He knew,
that very often students were asked not to do this thing or that by the autho-
rities of institutions they read in and very often such restrictions were sought
to be enforced by threats. He believed that students should not do many
things but at the same time he hoped as soldiers the students should not allow
themselves to be defeated by victimization. The worst that might happen to them
for not obeying improper dictations by the authorities was that they might be
expelled from schools and colleges. But certainly it did not matter much to them.
They might prosecute their studies in many other places. Moreover, learning
should never be regarded in terms of rupees, annas and pies, but it should be
acquired for enlightening their souls.

Mahatmaji advised the students to take to khaddar which would give some
relief to crores of their toiling and starving masses who were the real source of
all their comforts in life including even their studies in schools and colleges.

Mahatmaji expressed regret in not being able to keep the plate and the
welcome address. . . . He said that pledged as he was as a representative
of Daridranarayana he could not keep those things.

At the conclusion . . . the servants of the college presented Rs. 21 to
Mahatmaji to which Mahatmaji replied, ‘It is proper that servants are pay-
ing to a servant.”

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 30-10-1929
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76. LETTER TO SYED ROSS MASOOD

CaMP ASAURA,
October 29, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter. It will certainly give me pleasure
to renew my acquaintance with the students of the college and
the professors. I shall gladly address them! at the time mentioned
by you. As you have conferred with the Reception Committee I
take it that there will be no conflict with the other appointments
the Committee might have made.

Yours sincerely,

SYED Ross Masoop, Esq.
ViceE-CHANCELLOR
MusLim UNIVERSITY
ALIGARH

From a microfilm: S.N. 15725

77. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

ASAURA,
October 29, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
I have your letter. I have not yet been able to read the
other mail forwarded with it. I see that you will start from
there on the 4th. That means we shall not meet in Delhi. It
will be enough if you plan to meet me, wherever I am, before
you proceed further on your journey.
The problem about Bhansali is becoming delicate. Let us
wait and see what happens. It was wise of Lilabehn? to have left.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5467

1 Vide ““‘Speech at Muslim University, Aligarh”, 4-11-1929.
2 Bhansali’s widowed sister-in-law
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78. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

October 29, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Just now [I saw]! the other mail in which [I found]? your letter.
The resolution . . .3 about the kitchen has not pained me
but, on the contrary, has satisfied me, for I do not wish anything
to be done under pressure from me. Everything done under
pressure is likely to end in failure. I, therefore, welcome the
Managing Committee’s resolution. Whatever changes need to be
introduced in conformity with it, let them be introduced by all
means.
Blessings from
Baru
[PS.]
Twice or thrice have I conveyed my permission to you to

go to Lahore. One of these letters has come back to me, which I
am returning with this.

Baru
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-7: Shri Chhaganlal Joshine, p. 173

79. LETTER TO B. L. RALLIA RAM
October 30, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

You have asked the wrong man for naming the best book he
might have read during the year. The book I get the time to read
is the book of Nature which is not to be found on any book-stall.

Yours sincerely,
SyT. B. L. Rarria Ram
NaTtionarL Councir, Y.M.C.A.
5 RusseLL STREET, CALCUTTA

From a microfilm: S.N. 15706

1.2 & 3 According to the source, a corner of the sheet having been
damaged, some words are illegible.
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80. LETTER TO K. S. SUBRAMANIAM
October 30, 1929

MY DEAR SUBRAMANIAM,

With reference to your letter regarding Satis Babu here is my
reply.

In my opinion if the A.I.S.A. cannot take part in the general
Congress exhibition a separate function should not be organized
at the same time as the Congress. I entirely agree that all the
exhibits should show clearly the selling price of each article. The
question of pooling the prices of khadi coming from different
provinces is very difficult till we reach standardized cloth and
standardized prices for all India for ordinary seasons. We cannot
pool prices only for the exhibition and till we have the same quality
in all the provinces for particular varieties. I think therefore that
for the time being we shall have to be satisfied with different prices
charged at different stalls from different provinces. What we can
and must ensure is that no more than a certain percentage has
been added to the cost price as it left the weavers’ or the sub-
sequent artisans’ hands. My recollection is that Satis Babu
knows all these views of mine. I believe that he corresponded
with me in similar terms.

Yours sincerely,
Syr. K. S. SuBRAMANIAM
ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION
MirzAPUR, AHMEDABAD

From a microfilm: S.N. 15726

81. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

ASAURA,
October 30, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I received your letter from Chalala also only yesterday. That
is to say, letters dated the 2lst and the 27th were also received
yesterday. Sometimes it happens like that. I see from your
letter that you were unable to write all the things you had in
mind and so please make a note of all the points you wanted to tell
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me about before you come to see me. It is really very good that
your health has improved because of your walks. It is indeed a
very good practice to have a change of air while doing one’s work.

It was really good that Lilabehn left. She badly needed a
change of atmosphere mentally.

Blessings from
Baru
From a microfilm of the Gujarati: S.N. 15828

82. THE U.P. TOUR-VII

The foregoing has been, as the following itinerary? will show,
a week of comparative rest so far as movement is concerned.

In DEHRADUN

Dehradun has long been a favourite health resort for Euro-
peans. It has an altitude of over 3,000 feet lying at the foot of
beautiful Mussoorie described as the Queen of Hills. It has
now become popular with well-to-do Indians too. It therefore
boasts many educational institutions. It has what has been
euphemistically but incorrectly called the Indian Sandhurst School.
It has also several schools where boys for Cambridge Senior are
prepared. It has too the famous Anglo-Vedic College founded in
1904 with an attendance of over 800 boys owing its existence
to the munificent sole donation of 2} lakhs by the late Thakur
Poonamsinghji Negi. It has the Kanya Gurukul, an offshoot
of the Kangri Gurukul and conducted amid great difficulty by
Shrimati Vidyavati Devi. And when Gandhiji reached Dehradun
it was holding a political conference with Sjt. Purushottamdas
Tandonji as its President. Gandhiji was to stay there only for a
day. The programme therefore was fairly crowded. It com-
menced with the laying of the foundation-stone3 of Shri Shrad-
dhanand Abala Ashram on a spacious plot of ground. In laying
the foundation-stone Gandhiji laid stress on the necessity of mak-
ing the inmates of such institutions feel as members of a family
with the manager as father or mother. He therefore added:
‘The foundation of such ashrams is laid not in brick and mortar
but in securing the services of a manager who would eat with
the inmates and live with them as their father, friend and guide.’

1 Vide footnote 2, p. 40.
2 Not reproduced here
3 On October 16
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Addressing the many women who had gathered there Gandhiji
said, ‘If you truly revere Shraddhanandji’s memory you will pro-
vide from among you a mother for this place. That men mostly
manage such institutions is but a penance they are doing for having
grossly neglected the education and training of girls and otherwise
deprived women of the opportunity of bettering themselves.’

At the Anglo-Vedic College, where students presented their
address and a purse of Rs. 500, Gandhiji asked the students to
spread out in the villages as the Chinese had done and give the
proper type of education and information both to the children
and adults. This they could do during their long vacations.

There was also the meeting of the so-called untouchables. They
have adopted the name Raidasi from the great Chamar saint
Raidas. These are all well-to-do families at present. From day-
labourers they have become owners of limekilns. They presented
a purse naturally for the Lalaji Memorial. They owe much to
the work done for and amongst them by the young men sent out
by Lalaji. Gandhiji told them that they should learn to help
themselves by carrying on intensive internal reform. Lala Behari-
lal, who is an elected member of the Union Board, is their leader
owing his training to the Anglo-Vedic College. No one could
possibly detect any difference between him and any other educated
young man. Had I not known his antecedents, I should not
have known that he was a tanner.

There was of course the Union Board address. Gandhiji in
reply said, ‘I cannot be satisfied unless you can make Dehradun a
model town. Your roads are good only in fashionable quarters.
The business centre where the workers and the poor live is not
much better than when I saw it fifteen years ago. You do not
supply pure and cheap milk to the aged and the children. Nor
have you got rid of the drink curse in your midst. And yet you
have among you good Hindus, good Mussalmans and good English-
men and you proudly inform me that you are all working in a
spirit of co-operation and goodwill. Let the Union work for the
benefit of the poor.’

The day closed with a monster meeting of women. It was
too noisy for Gandhiji to make any speech worth recording.

The next day on his way to Mussoorie he went to the Kanya
Gurukul. The girls recited in a beautiful voice an address com-
posed in Sanskrit. There was then a neat little speech by Shrimati
Vidyavati recounting her trials and difficulties. This was followed
by a spinning competition in which Gandhiji, Shrimati Kasturbai
and Shrimati Mirabehn had joined. There was a big bundle of
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yarn too spun by the girls for Gandhiji which he returned asking them
to turn it into khadi and then send it to him. In blessing the girls
Gandhiji hoped that the institution would have its own abode instead
of as now having to live in a state of uncertainty and suspense.

From the Kanya Gurukul we took on the way a purse from
motor drivers’ association and then halted at Rajpur where the
late Dr. Keshav Dev Shastri had his sanatorium and where Mrs.
Shastri with her sister though American is living the life of a
strict. Hindu widow. There were living there for the vacation
over hundred boys of the Kangri Gurukul School. Gandhiji
unveiled there the portrait of the late doctor and planted a tree
in his memory. He received too an address from the boys and a
pile of yarn which the boys had spun as also a purse which the
boys had collected by their own labour.

IN MussOoORIE

And then at last Gandhiji went uninterrupted to Mussoorie.
The cars do not go beyond Bhatta. An uphill distance of nearly
three miles had to be covered either on foot, by dandy or rickshaw
or on horseback. Gandhiji insisted on walking and got into a
rickshaw only when he was about to enter the bazaar. This how-
ever proved most trying for him. Crowds pressed in upon the
rickshaw from all sides. The din and the dust and the shower
of flowers choked him. This went on for nearly an hour. He sat
dazed and dejected in the rickshaw feeling perfectly helpless. Truly
is a crowd’s affection embarrassing when it is blindly exhibited.

The Reception Committee had left no stone unturned to
make Gandhiji as happy and comfortable as possible. The weather
was superb. The snowy range sparkling in the morning sun
opened upon the sleeping citizens silently calling them to wake up
and remember and thank God who had created for them the
mountains with their luxuriant foliage and the life-giving waters
that descended to the plains. Mussoorie is the resort of rajas and
their ranis who pass their idle hours in luxurious dissipation. I
understand that lakhs are spent in dances and the like to which
we Indians are unused and which are as strong wine for us. In
this exciting pastime, I was told, even the ranis, who otherwise
live in seclusion, take part pretty freely as deeply interested
spectators when they cannot take part in it themselves. Gandhiji
found himself in this atmosphere like a fish out of water. When
therefore he received the Municipal and other addresses! he point-
edly reminded the citizens of their duty towards the poor people.

1 On October 21
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The European members of the Municipality and some other
Europeans had attended the public meeting. And Gandhiji was
called upon to speak to them in English. Addressing them he
said, ‘I do not envy you your amusements and enjoyments,
but I would like you not to forget the poor in your midst. Your
very existence on a hill like this depends upon their unremitting
toil. They carry you and your luggage and furniture for a mere
pittance. They are said to get no adequate return for their labour.
They wear dirty rags, are said to live on afa! and salt and dwell
in dirty, ill-ventilated hovels. You owe it to them to better
their lot.” The Hindi address mentioned the fact that though
they had little untouchability in their midst, yet the only Hindu
temple was barred against the so-called untouchables. Gandhiji
expressed painful surprise that in Mussoorie where mostly en-
lightened people lived such a thing was tolerated. He had there-
fore asked Devdas Gandhi to inquire into the affairs of the temple.
It was discovered that some trustees had actually flung open the
temple to the untouchables. But the permission lasted but a
day. Some enemy of Hinduism incited the unthinking Hindus
of the bazaar to opposition. They threatened the offending trustees
with excommunication. The latter took fright and meekly
yielded. Gandhiji therefore vehemently urged the workers at their
special meeting to bestir themselves and see to it that the temple
was made accessible to the untouchables on the same terms as to
the caste Hindus.

The only other public function was a ladies’ meeting. This
was largely attended by European ladies and the girls from a
European girls’ college. Gandhiji had again therefore to speak
in English. He said to them, ‘You can, if you will serve this
country, do at least two things. You can help the poor in a
tangible manner by adopting khadi and you can help the total
prohibition movement. It is for you to shame your men into
doing their duty towards Indian labour. The drink curse has
desolated many a labourer’s home. There is no halfway house
between drunkenness and prohibition. Well-to-do men may pre-
tend to be moderate. But there is no such thing as moderation
possible among labourers. You can therefore create an atmosphere
favourable to total prohibition and earn the silent blessings of
the unfortunate victims.’

Young India, 31-10-1929

I Flour



83. CHARKHA AS FAMINE RELIEF

Prafulla Babu of Abhoy Ashram writes about relief work
undertaken by it in connection with the recent terrible floods:!

In the face of facts like these percolating through many sources,
East and West, North and South, under varying conditions no one
can deny the value of the spinning-wheel as a very substantial
aid in famine times.

Young India, 31-10-1929

84. NOTES

NoN-VIOLENCE v. COWARDICE

Dr. Hardikar sends me an account of an assault said to have
been committed on the 31st July last at Bagalkot on some volun-
teers of the Hindustani Seva Dal. The volunteers were distributing
handbills and marching with their bands playing without noticing
a mosque which could not be seen as it was situated on a
low level. The band continued to play even when they had
approached it. Enraged men inside the mosque therefore came
out and are alleged to have assaulted the volunteers with stones,
sticks, pickaxes and other tools. The volunteers, according to the
description given by Dr. Hardikar, apologized for the mistake that
was unconsciously made but the assault was continued. The
volunteers however never retaliated. They decided also not to
conduct any legal proceedings. The question is whether this
restraint could be called non-violent or cowardly. In my opinion,
here there is no question of cowardice. The volunteers would
have been cowardly if they had run away. On the contrary
they are stated to have stood their ground and suffered the assault
without retaliation at any stage. Non-violence and cowardice are
contradictory terms. Non-violence is the greatest virtue, cowardice
the greatest vice. Non-violence springs from love, cowardice from
hate. Non-violence always suffers, cowardice would always in-
flict suffering. Perfect non-violence is the highest bravery. Non-
violent conduct is never demoralizing, cowardice always is. I can
detect no cowardice in the conduct of the volunteers. No one

1 The letter is not reproduced here. It described how spinning and the
sale of rice at cost price helped the flood victims.
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claims the highest form of bravery for them. The assault, it is
said, was so brutal that some Mussalman women who were near-
by expostulated with the assaulters for continuing their assault
in spite of the apology that was tendered. If the facts are as
they are related, in my opinion the conduct of the volunteers was
exemplary and strictly non-violent in terms of the Congress creed.
Opinions may differ as to the propriety of such conduct, but there
can be no two opinions about the bravery of the volunteers. It is
undoubtedly in keeping with the creed that no court proceedings
have been taken by the injured parties. My own conviction is
that the more the volunteers learn the law of suffering bravely
and consciously, the greater will be their efficiency for service
when the critical time comes.

Wuo Szourp ProTeECT?

An Assam correspondent writes a fearful letter describing
abductions of girls, married, unmarried and widowed, and he
indignantly asks what measures are being taken to protect the
honour of our women. He sends me newspaper cuttings in
corroboration of his statement. It is possible, as I have been
repeatedly told, that these cases are exaggerated, but whether
they are or not there is no doubt that abduction in well-organized
society should be almost an impossibility. But I know that news-
paper reporting can do very little in the way of securing protec-
tion for the girls who are in fear of being abducted. It is proof
of rank cowardice on the part ofrelatives, friends and neighbours.
A society that is unable to protect its womenfolk is unfit to
marry and procreate. Licentious men will satisfy their lust
whenever and wherever they can with impunity. The only agi-
tation that can or should be set up is to shame those who do
not protect their womenfolk into doing their duty.

ADVERTISING LEWDNESS

Sjt. Jairamdas, the Hon. Secretary of the Foreign-Cloth
Boycott Committee, has sent me mild specimens as he calls them
of indecent pictures which unscrupulous sellers of foreign cloth
put in the pieces of calico, etc., they sell. He tells me that there
were pictures far more indecent than the specimens he has sent to
me. Whether the interpolation of these pictures is the work of
the agents or of the principals it is difficult to say, but the pic-
tures are there and they bear also names appropriate to the lewd-
ness they advertise. One is marked ‘Vilas Jivan’® for instance.

1 Voluptuous living
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The unscrupulous ways adopted for enticing simple folk to buy
foreign cloth ought to disgust decent men and make them boy-
cott foreign cloth even for these unscrupulous ways apart from any
other reason.

A CORRECTION

Writing with reference to a recent weekly letter! Professor
Gautama of the Udaya Pratap Kshatriya College, Banaras, asks
the Editor to correct the spelling of the name of his college from
Udaya Pratap Khatri College to Kshatriya College, and he says
that the money paid should be Rs. 370-2-6 instead of Rs. 369-2-6
as Re. 1 was paid later to Sjt. Sri Prakasa.

Young India, 31-10-1929

85. A GREAT MANIFESTO

The following manifesto? has been issued by the Untouchability
Committee.

It will be noted that it is extensively signed and bears weighty
names. It has been issued none too early. It is impossible to
hold the so-called untouchables under suppression when every-
where there is a yearning for liberty. Those who seek it must
be prepared to recognize it for those whom they have hitherto
deprived of it. There is a wholesome legal maxim which says
that those who seek justice must come with clean hands.

Young India, 31-10-1929

86. PHYSICAL AND MORAL INSANITATION

There can be no doubt that at one time Hardwar and the
other celebrated places of pilgrimage were really holy. Their
natural beauty, their ancient popularity would seem to show that
at one time they were sanctuaries for the preservation and puri-
fication of Hinduism. In spite of my innate love of Hinduism,
in spite of my conservatism that ever seeks to respect and justify
ancient institutions, these holy places have few man-made attrac-
tions for me.

1By Pyarelal in Young India, 3-10-1929

2Not reproduced here. Signed by influential persons, it called upon
all the Hindu organizations to observe the next Kartika Ekadashi as a day for the
extinction of untouchability.
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It was in 1915 that I first visited Hardwar! as a volunteer
working under Pandit Hridaynath Kunzru who was in charge of
the Seva Samiti organized by the Servants of India Society. I
was therefore able to come in intimate touch with many men
and things which otherwise I would not have done. I had gone
there full of hope and reverence. But whilst I realized the
grandeur of the holy Ganga and the holier Himalayas, I saw little
to inspire me in what man was doing in this holy place. To
my great grief I discovered insanitation both moral and physical.
I found during the recent visit? not much change for the better.
There is the same defilement of the mighty stream even in the
name of religion. Thoughtless ignorant men and women use
for natural functions the sacred banks of the river where they
are supposed to sit in quiet contemplation and find God. They
violate religion, science and laws of sanitation. All the religions
in the world prohibit the pollution of streams, their banks, public
roads and all thoroughfares. Science teaches us that human
evacuations, whether liquid or solid, make most valuable manure
if they are properly conserved. Hygienists regard it as a crime
against humanity for any person to perform natural functions in
the places enumerated by me. This pollution is a sin born of
ignorance or laziness. But there goes on deliberate pollution too
in the name ofreligion. I was taken to the river to perform the
usual ceremony. Flowers, yarn, curds, coloured starch, rice and
the like were thrown into the river whose waters millions drink in
the faith that they are doing a meritorious act. I protested that it
was harmful to throw these things into the waters. “It is a tra-
dition handed down from ages,”” was the priestly reply. Add to
this the reported criminal emptying of the drain-pipes into the
sacred waters.

Although the passenger traffic is very heavy, the station is as
primitive as it could be made. There are very few conveniences
for the passengers. The streets are narrow and unkempt. The
roads are indifferently kept. Thus the authorities have con-
spired with the people to render Hardwar as little attractive as
possible.

So much for the physical insanitation of Hardwar. I was
reliably informed that moral insanitation was far worse. I have
not the heart to narrate here the stories I was told of the horrible
vice that went on in Hardwar. There was a naive admission in

1 Vide Vol. XIII, pp. 46-7.
2 On October 15
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an address presented to me by the Pandas. They said that in
Hardwar perfect sexual restraint was obligatory. They therefore
left Hardwar to the pilgrims and not being celibates, were living
outside the prohibited boundary. Needless to say there is not
the least sign of this form of self-denial in Hardwar.

And yet there is no reason why Hardwar should not become
an ideal place of pilgrimage. There are three educational insti-
tutions designed to revive the best of ancient tradition. There
are rich mahants! living in and near Hardwar. If any or all of
these institutions will it, they can transform insanitary Hardwar
within a measurable distance of time into a model sacred place.
Acharya Ramdeva, who presided at the public meeting where I
disburdened myself of my grief over the physical and moral in-
sanitation of Hardwar, promised to work wholeheartedly through
the Kangri Gurukul which has been shifted to Hardwar to bring
about the desired reform. There are too some silent workers doing
their best to make things look better. Hardwar uses only swadeshi
sugar but imports annually seven lakhs of rupees worth of foreign
cloth. There is a drink shop and a butcher’s shop in Jwalapur.
There is no reason why Hardwar should not stop all drink. A
butcher’s shop in a Hindu place of pilgrimage is an anomaly.
The optimistic Acharya hopes to make Hardwar sanitary and
to banish foreign cloth, liquor and butcher’s meat from Hardwar.
It is a worthy ambition. May it be fulfilled. It will be the
truest education for the boys of the Gurukul if to their studies they
add this service of the country and religion.

Young India, 31-10-1929

87. HIGH AND LOW

We say this man is high, that is low. Sciences, both physical
and metaphysical, tell us that we are all identical both physically
and spiritually. Scientists, having analysed the human body,
state that our bodies are made up of the same five elements, there
being no difference on account of origin, race or sex. The ant
and the elephant, the Brahmin and the sweeper, man and woman,
the bodies of them all are composed of clay and the other things.
The Upanishads and other scriptures teach us that an inward view
will reveal only one soul pervading us all. So the subtle-seeing
Acharya Sankara has told us that the differences apparent to us

1 Heads of monasteries
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in name and form and such other things are all nothing but
mayal. Others call it upadhi? and some others call it moha3 too.
Everyone admits that this conglomeration of names, forms, etc.,
is ephemeral.

In spite of a knowledge of these facts, the stress on the high
and the low is not as pronounced in any other society as it is
in the Hindu society. One gentleman, who has had experience
of this, writes:*

Two questions have been posed in this letter. Should khadi
promoters fall a prey to popular beliefs and observe kachchi-pakki
differences? Should they admit the distinction between the high
and the low? It is my firm belief that, even for the sake of
khadi, no khadi lover should give up his principles, resort to in-
correct behaviour, or ever have recourse to evil ways even with
the best of intentions. Nothing good can ever be accomplished
through unclean means. The power that we look for in khadi
will be completely destroyed if we resort to undesirable means in
our work. The annihilation of the distinction between high and
low is a glorious result of khadi.

Now, the second question is why not agitate against this
difference of kachchi-pakki? The agitation for the spread of khadi
can only pertain to khadi. Having given up the difference of
kachchi-pakki in one’s own life, one has nothing more to do in this
direction. One must also realize that there can be no greater
propaganda than one’s own conduct. What one wants others to
do, one should do oneself. This would be his most effective pro-
paganda.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 31-10-1929

! Tllusion

2 Disguise, cover

3 Delusion

4 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had referred to the
prevailing distinction between kachchi and pakki food — persons of a higher
caste would not partake of kachchi food offered by persons of a lower caste
but there were no restrictions in accepting pakki food — and had asked whether
khadi workers should not agitate against such distinctions which strengthened
caste prejudices.



88. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

MEERuUT,

October 31, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I got your letters yesterday. If Raghunath’s work can be
improved and if it can be extended, that should be done. The
defects you have noticed today in our method of education have
always been in my mind. This education has not yet become true
in spirit because I have always remained at a distance from it
and have contented myself with criticizing it. Today we have not
found anyone who is intelligent enough and who will devote all
his twenty-four hours to it. There are only you, Ramniklal and
Narandas. After that I shall place Raojibhai and Shivabhai and
Shankarbhai. I have others too in my mind. We can do some-
thing only when some of them get ready.

Blessings from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: S.N. 15829

89. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL FOSHI

MEERUT,
November 1, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I have your letter. The question of keeping a motor-car has
often been talked about. Doing so may possibly reduce our ex-
penses, but it will add to our worries. Besides, people will use a car
more often than they use one at present, so much so that ulti-
mately, I think, we would have to get rid of it. A car had also
been offered as a gift once or twice. The offers were declined
deliberately and after discussion with Maganlal and others.

More than a motor-car, we need electricity which is more useful
and less expensive. If we have it, we can also have an electric stove.
Even then, however, I have not had the courage to get the
connection. I do believe, though, that one day we shall have
a car and electricity, both.  We may even have them during my
lifetime and I, too, may accept defeat and vote for them. At
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present, however, the inner voice tells me distinctly that we
had better not have these things.

We certainly cannot have a zebra in any case. We must
use a bullock for our work and incur the expenditure of getting
him shod from time to time. And since he is our brother bul-
lock, we should be content with whatever work he gives. The
cow being our mother, the bullock surely is our brother. And so
long as we recognize the distinction between kinsmen and others,
we must tolerate a brother even if he is lame or infirm.

I will write to Jamnadas and get from him the information
which you desire. I have so much faith in him that even when
he incurs some expenditure which seems excessive I am not dis-
turbed. I know, of course, that too much has been spent on
putting up the building for the national school. That at any rate
is my view. I had most probably expressed this view in the
public meeting itself when I declared the school open. At any
rate I did tell Jamnadas about it and he had even admitted his
mistake. This is my position. Your position is different. You
should certainly ask questions about the smallest details. The
questions which you have asked are, therefore, all right.

Exhibit in the museum the cloth received from Farrukhabad.

I have left the letter incomplete here.

Delhi, 1-11-1929!

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5469

90. ALL-PARTIES LEADERS’ JOINT STATEMENT?

November 2, 1929

We, the undersigned, have read with careful consideration the
Viceregal pronouncement on the question of India’s future status
among the nations of the world.

1'The letter was completed at Delhi.

2 Signed by Gandhiji, Madan Mohan Malaviya, Tej Bahadur Sapru, M. A.
Ansari, B. S. Moonje, Sherwani, M. S. Aney, Syed Mahmood, P. Thakurdas,
Maharaja of Mahmadabad, Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Annie Besant,
Sarojini Naidu, A. R. Ayyangar, J. M. Sen Gupta, Vallabhbhai Patel, Jagat
Narain Lal, G. A. Natesan, Duni Chand, P. Iyer and others. The All-Parties’
Conference had met on November 1 and 2, 1929, at Vithalbhai Patel’s house
to consider the Viceroy’s pronouncement of October 31; wvide Appendix I.
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We appreciate the sincerity underlying the declaration, as also
the desire of the British Government to placate Indian opinion.
We hope to be able to tender our co-operation to His Majesty’s
Government in their effort to evolve a scheme of Dominion Con-
stitution suitable for India’s needs. But we deem it necessary that
certain acts should be done and certain points should be cleared
so as to inspire trust and ensure the co-operation of the political
organizations in the country. We consider it vital for the
success of the proposed Conference that:

(a) a policy of general conciliation should be definitely
adopted to induce a calmer atmosphere;

(b) political prisoners should be granted a general amnesty;
and

(c) the representation of progressive political organizations
should be effectively secured and that the Indian National

Congress, as the largest among them, should have predo-
minant representation.

Some doubt has been expressed about the interpretation of
the paragraph in the statement made by the Viceroy on behalf
of His Majesty’s Government regarding Dominion Status. We
understand, however, that the Conference is to meet not to dis-
cuss when Dominion Status is to be established but to frame a
scheme of Dominion Constitution for India. We hope that we
are not mistaken in thus interpreting the import and implication
of the weighty pronouncement of H. E. the Viceroy.

Until the new Constitution comes into existence we think it
necessary that a more liberal spirit should be infused in the
Government of the country, that the relations of the Executive
and the Legislatures should be brought more in harmony with
the object of the proposed Conference and that greater regard
should be paid to constitutional methods and practices. We
hold it to be absolutely essential that the public should be made
to feel that a new era has commenced even from today and that
the new Constitution is to be but a register of that fact.

Lastly, we deem it as an essential factor for the success of the
Conference that it should be convened as expeditiously as possible.

The Hindustan Times, 4-11-1929

42-6



91. SPEECH AT CIVIC RECEPTION, DELHI
November 2, 1929

Mahatmaji, in replying to the address, said he was thankful to the Muni-
cipality for the honour done to him. He expressed his regret for being late and
said that doctors, pleaders and national servants were not masters of their time.
He congratulated the Municipality for the work it had done for the city, but
he told the City Fathers that the service of the poor alone should be their
primary duty. Service to the poor, the needy and the helpless was the only
real service that the Municipality could do.

Continuing, he said it was wrong for them to think that national work
was out of the municipal scope. To establish Hindu-Muslim unity in the city
was their prime function. A municipality which did not perform its duty in
this respect, simply because it was not included in its rules and regulations,
failed in its duty. He said:

If today the City Fathers of Delhi resolve that they will
completely root out discord and disunity from the capital of
India they will be doing nothing more than their duty to their
country. I am a very poor man and regard myself as a repre-
sentative of the poor — Daridranarayana — and you have presented
me with an ivory box of great cost. How can I keep it with
me? I present it to you and will charge you sovereigns for it.
(Laughter) I have no home and no safe where I can keep this
precious box. Being a municipality you cannot give me cash
but I put it to auction and ask you to pay liberally. Every
rupee of it will give food to 16 helpless women, through spin-
ning-charkha and they will pray for your prosperity. I have sold
such boxes everywhere and have charged very heavy sums — up
to Rs. 1,000 for a box. Do not deal with me as a Bania, but
deal with me as a representative of the poor. (Cheers)

The Hindustan Times, 4-11-1929
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92. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, DELHI

November 2, 1929

Mahatma Gandhi . . . thanked the Congress Committee for ‘‘the long
address”, the Mazdur Sabha for “‘a small address” and the public for the purse.

According to the rules of his tour, said Mahatmaji, the addresses ought
not to have been read out but because he allowed the municipal address to be
read over and thus ‘“‘committed a sin”, he had to wundergo more sins.
(Laughter)

In a rather pathetic tone Mahatmaji said:

Delhi, where the great Hakim Ajmal Khan and Swami Shrad-
dhanand once lived, is not nowadays giving the true lead to the
country. What can we helpless people do in the absence of the
two great souls? I feel pain when I come to Delhi.

Continuing, he said he had not come to Delhi for receiving addresses.
He had come to Delhi many times before, but this time he had come for a
selfish purpose. (Laughter) He had become greedy, said the Mahatma, for the
sake of the poor and was begging money to provide khadi work to the teeming
millions.

He felt pain in saying that Delhi had fared worse than even the small towns
which had paid him more than Rs. 5,000. The citizens of Delhi, he knew,
spent on luxuries and useless articles, but if even after their expenses, they
would give him savings, that could have satisfied his hunger. (Laughter)

The ladies and the students had paid their due share, but he expected
more from the audience.

Reverting to the subject, Mahatmaji said Delhi was such an important
and historic city that if the citizens of Delhi once resolved to unite themselves,
it could become an ideal city for the whole country.

Pray to God to relieve us from the curse of disunity and I
ask you what can the bold statements of leaders like the one
made today achieve if Hindu-Muslim unity is not established?

Delhi if it desired could successfully boycott foreign cloth and give lead
to other cities. There were many other trades open to the citizens of Delhi.
He also appealed to everyone in the audience to join the Congress as a member
so that the Congress purse may no longer remain empty. He appealed to
Hindus to do away with the curse of untouchability which was against God’s
nature and will. He made a strong appeal for giving up liquor saying, ‘‘Give
up this animal-like habit.”
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Mahatmaji then referred to the address of the Mazdur Sabha. He said
the labourers knew him well and he knew them well, as he too was a labourer.
The labourers had every right to get good food and decent dress and it was
the duty of labourers to perform their duties truthfully and properly.

I want to do away with the distinction between the master
and the servant or labourer. Our ancient civilization teaches us
that there is no such status as master and servant but it is that
of father and son, and if this relation is adopted there can be no
dispute between capital and labour. (Cheers) If the employers
regarded themselves as fathers and guardians of labourers and
labourers regarded the factories as their own, then both could
give an ideal lesson to the world. (Cheers)

He concluded:

Our strength is immense, we need strong determination and
well-considered action. I pray to God to bless us with a will and
power to enable us to drive away fear and plunge into the field
of action so that Mother India be free once again. (Loud
applause)

The Hindustan Times, 4-11-1929

93. HAS “NAVAJIVAN” BECOME DULL?

A simple-minded lover of Navajivan writes:!

Reading this letter, I was reminded of the well-known artist’s
argument. I must wind up MNavajivan if I were to collect the
views of all the critics and act on them. But I wish to do no
such thing. My colleagues and I are trying our best not to let
Navajivan become dull. Not one line is written which will not
help the swaraj yajna. That there is and may be a difference of
opinion about the procedure of this yajna is proved by the critic
himself. Therefore, differences will always be there. Now I know
some readers who have liked the articles which this critic has
not liked. Anyone who comprehends the magnitude of the swaraj
yajna should not find it difficult to appreciate the usefulness of the
articles in MNavajivan. 1 know it very well that I shall never be
able to make all the articles in Navajivan interesting to all its

1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had complained
that articles in MNavgjivan did not reflect the current political ferment in the
country. He had criticized many articles published in Navajivan, 13-10-1929.
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readers. No journal can be run on such a condition. Various
features are included in a newspaper to suit the varying tastes
of its readership and appreciative readers should be liberal enough
not to condemn a feature that does not interest them. They
should understand that articles which do not interest them might
possibly interest others. For instance, when the above critic’s
letter criticizing the article “Weaving Craft in Vedic Literature’!
arrived, I had another suggesting that all such articles be published
in book form. Everyone knows that we wore khadi in the olden
days or even a hundred years ago. Only a Vedic scholar would
know and tell us that khadi was held in high esteem then as now.
The activity of spinning was widespread and was regarded as a
religious act. How can it be said that knowing it is of no use ? I
know that many have been inspired to take to spinning because
this activity has been praised in the Vedas. The activity of spinning,
etc., was so widely prevalent that many of its terms were used to
express spiritual ideas. That is no mean thing. There need be
no doubt that those things which prove the greatness of our an-
cient lore and arts and enhance our respect for them lead us on
to the path of swaraj.

Now take “A Ruinous Vice2. This writer appears to have
no idea how much harm our unhygienic practices in regard to
toilet, etc., cause to the people; otherwise he would not have
grudged me the quotation or two that I have exiguously cited
from the Shastras in support of my stand. In order to era-
dicate this habit no number of quotations are too many. We
have been amply criticized in South Africa for our dirty habits.
For this very reason, persons who respect the laws of health keep
away from our neighbourhood. This very habit gives rise to a
number of diseases and causes loss of crores of rupees. I have
not the least doubt that those who inspire us to get rid of this
bad habit lead us on to swaraj.

Now about “Death of a Virtuous Woman’’3. There is no doubt
that there may be many such virtuous women in India. But
whenever we come across such instances, we should cherish them,
remember them and emulate them. If we want to do this, we
should publicize a genuine case when we come across one. Is
it not desirable that many such women are born in India? I

1By Valji Govindji Desai
2 Vide Vol. XLI, pp. 557-8.
3By Mahadev Desai
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have already written about Jatin Das.! He has been praised all
over the country and abroad. Itis the special dharma of Navajivan
to sing praises of those poor but heroic men and women whom
no one knows nor would care to know. It is my firm belief
that we are going to achieve true swaraj or Ramaragjya with the
help of such unknown people. Those who believe that without
self-purification such swaraj is impossible should preserve such
articles.

Lastly, I had never expected any criticism of the innocent
note “Gujaratis’ Love2. I rarely praise anyone. It is my be-
lief that those articles which this reader has criticized lend colour
to Navajivan. Without them it would become drab. I recommend
to this correspondent that he read again all the articles he has
criticized from my point of view.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 3-11-1929

94. MY NOTES

TuAKkAR Bapa Crazy witTH Joy

A true priest always feels happy when the employer does some-
thing good or looks well or fares well. Thakkar Bapa is a true
priest of the Antyajas, Bhils and others and so, if the latter, i.e.,
his employers, do something good or gains something, he becomes
crazy with joy and in his ecstasy he forgets his old age and,
if he is ill, even his illness. He experienced this joy in Navasari.
The readers of Navajivan know that a fine Antyaja ashram is func-
tioning there. It is under Thakkar Bapa’s management. But he
is likely to forget himself when he finds there something good.
If someone were to accuse him of self-praise, he has enough self-
confidence to swallow the charge. Describing the gathering held
under the chairmanship of Bhai Dayalji, Thakkar Bapa writes:3

Let us also share his happiness.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 3-11-1929

1 For the English version, vide pp. 6-7.

2 Vide Vol. XLI, pp. 556-7.

3 The letter is not translated here. It described the participation of
Bhangi children and their guardians in the annual gathering.



95. CABLE TO “DAILY EXPRESS
[November 3, 1929]2

EpITOR,
“DaiLy Express”
Lonpon
I DO NOT WISH ADD ANYTHING TO ALL PARTIES JOINT
STATEMENT COMPLETED LAST NIGHT BEYOND SAYING THAT I
AM DYING TO GIVE AND SECURE TRUE HEART CO-OPERATION
IN PLACE CO-OPERATION FALSELY SO CALLED.

GANDHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 14722

96. LETTER TO S. SHANKAR

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

MY DEAR SHANKAR,

I was glad to hear from you after a long time.}> Your letter
is very scrappy. I would like you to give me an accurate ac-
count of your khaddar work. Are you spinning regularly? Are
you making up Hindustani? I observed that you have more time
at your disposal than you need and I should have expected you
to utilize it for mastering the details of khadi technique and in
mastering Hindustani.

Yours  sincerely,

SyT. S. SHANKAR
RebpDY GARDEN
PEraMBUR (MADRAS)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15206

ITn reply to the cable: ‘“Your views Viceroy’s declaration prospects its
acceptance Indian opinion.”

2From the reference to All-Parties Leaders’ Joint Statement signed on
November 2, 1929

3 The addressee was doing khadi work in Madras and enrolling Congress
members for the Hindustani Seva Dal.
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97. LETTER TO DR. H. W. B. MORENO

Cavp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter.! I would like you not to worry over our
different points of view. I assure you that I am no less a friend
of the Anglo-Indian cause than? you can be. Proof of the pudding
is in the eating. I hope that whenever the occasion arises I shall
not be found wanting but I must act naturally and not artificially.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. H. W. B. Moreno

GENERAL PresiDENT, THE ANGLO-INDIAN LEAGUE
2 WELLESLY SQUARE

CarLcuTTAa

From a photostat: S.N. 15633

1 Referring to Gandhiji’s letter dated October 3, 1929 and article “The
Anglo-Indian”, 29-8-1929, wvide Vol. XLI, pp. 503-4 and 330-1, respectively,
the addressee had written: ‘““What I have striven to do for the last
quarter of a century is to bring about rapprochement between Anglo-
Indians and Indians. You will admit . . . that there is already a better
liaison than there was before. One thing remains—and you told me that
when we last met—that the Anglo-Indian should not only say: ‘I am
an Indian’, but should be proud of the dignity and should not say it
in a half-hearted manner as if forced to admit it. . . . If you and other
Indian leaders keep on taunting, or appear to taunt us with every advance
we make, that ‘we belong to the ruling race’, are ‘half borns’ of that race,
etc., etc., it does not help us to come nearer to you; on the other hand the
Anglo-Indian crowd will be bound to say: ‘There you are, we told you so,
you wish to become one with these Indians, and see already what treatment
you will be likely to receive, you are already receiving an earnest of it.” . . . It
is for you . . . to write again in Young India; and to tell all what anxious
solicitude the Indian has to draw the Anglo-Indian to his side. .. ” (S.N. 15632).

13 ]

2 The source has “‘as”.
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98. LETTER TO GOVIND MISRA

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR GOVIND BABU,

Mr. Banker has sent me copy of your letter! to him regard-
ing Niranjan Babu. Your letter is vague and general. If you
have really anything against Niranjan Babu that you can sub-
stantiate, you must be absolutely precise and give full particulars
which you can establish. When did you first entertain doubts
about his honesty?

Yours  sincerely,
SyT. GoviNnD Misra
GANDHI SEVASHRAM
CuAMPAPURHAT, DT. CUTTACK

From a microfilm: S.N. 15675

99. LETTER TO C. P. MATHEW

Cavp KHURjA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I have intimation from the Ashram of
the receipts of the gifts? from the students. My message is this:

Real education consists in character-building. Let the students
therefore cultivate the taste for character-building side by side
with their literary pursuits.

Yours  sincerely,

Syr. C. P. MATHEW
LecTureR, UNioN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
ArLwave (S. INDIA)

From a microfilm: S.N. 15693

1 The addressee had alleged that Niranjan Babu had misused and
squandered the funds for khadi work and requested Shankerlal Banker to wvisit
Orissa and investigate into the matter (S.N. 15674).

2 On the occasion of Gandhiji’s sixtieth birthday, the students had sent
him an address and a purse of Rs. 30.
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100. LETTER TO B. SHIVA RAO

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter.! Though the money was
advanced to the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee through me it
does not follow that I could therefore today influence its course.
In democratic institutions property passes from one charge to
another or one influence to another. I have therefore no control
over the money today but you may let me know in whose pos-
session the property is today. And if I can do anything to assist
you I shall try.

Yours  sincerely,

Syt. B. SmHiva Rao
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
ADIYAR, MADRAS

From a microfilm: S.N. 15703

101. LETTER TO PAPMA RUKMINI

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

MY DEAR PAPMA,

I was pleased beyond measure to receive your well-written
letter. Why did you not come to me? IfI had the time I
would have come over to see you. You must continue to write to
me and tell me how you are getting on.

Yours  sincerely,

Miss Papma RuURMINI
I NortH ExD RoaD, DELHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 15714

1 The addressee had written: . . . About 8 years ago when there was a
lock-out in the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills, Madras . . . you were generous
enough to send Rs. 30,000 to the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee for the use
of the labourers. I am also informed that of this amount, Rs. 15,000 were spent
in acquiring a piece of land for the use of the labourers. I do not know
what happened to the balance. . . . Our proposal is that the property should be
handed over to the Madras Labour Union. . .” (S.N. 15702).

90



102. LETTER TO S§. M. JOSHI

Camp KHURjA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter.! The question you raise is very delicate.
The best answer I can give you is that you should follow Seth
Jamnalalji’s advice. Generally speaking, he shares my view.
Therefore, when I know that he has a local knowledge of a parti-
cular situation I rely upon his judgment and do not form an
independent judgment.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. S. MAHADEV JOsHI
SECRETARY, PooNnA YouTH LEAGUE
Poona CrTY

From a microfilm: S.N. 15717

103. LETTER TO J. M. SARKAR

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. Engaged as I am in continuous touring
I do not get many newspapers to read. Even as it was I was
not in touch with the newspaper world but now I am even less
in such touch. I therefore did not even know that the differences
between the two leaders? had become so much accentuated as to

1 The addressee, who was one of the twelve volunteers in the satyagraha
to be launched on November 2 for the temple-entry of Harijans, had asked
whether the trustees should not be given sufficient time and favourable public
opinion be created before launching the satyagraha (S.N. 15716).

2 Subhas Chandra Bose and J. M. Sen Gupta. The addressee had
written: ‘“. .. In connection with election of office-bearers of Chittagong
District Congress Committee recently some workers were assaulted and one
Sukhendu Bikash was so brutally assaulted that he had to be taken to
Calcutta for treatment and he is on the verge of death. This is attributed
to the quarrel amongst our aforesaid two leaders. We had been expecting
your interference but as we find you still remain unmoved, we cannot but
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lead to a public discussion about them. I share fully your grief
over them but I do not know what I can do, circumstanced as
I am. I can therefore only satisfy myself with the hope that all
will be well and that local pressure will be sufficient to put an
end to the differences.

Yours sincerely,

SyT. JNANENDRA MOHAN SARKAR
VicE-PRESIDENT

MursHIDABAD Dt. CoNGRESS COMMITTEE
BERHAMPORE (BENGAL)

From a photostat: S.N. 15721

104. LETTER TO C. HANUMANTHA RAU

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

MY DEAR HANUMANTHA RAU,

I was pleased to receive your letter. I hope that you are
still feeling well both in body and mind. Do make the best
and the most use of the time you have at the Ashram and let me
have a weekly review of the work done by you from week to
week.!

Yours sincerely,

Syr. C. HanumanTHA RAU
Ubpvoca MANDIR, SABARMATI

From a microfilm: S.N. 15723

approach you and fervently hope that you will be pleased to exercise your
kind influence and put a stop to this quarrel and see that amity is
established. . . ” (S.N. 15720).

1 The addressee had come to stay in the Ashram for study and experience
for six months.



105. LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

DEAR DR. GOPICHAND,

Your letter was delivered to me last night at half-past eleven.
It is quite clear to me that neither the hosiery you mention nor
the silk prepared in Kashmir in the manner described by you
can be admitted. This question comes up before me almost
every year. I would like you to know also that this is not a
trade that is in need of any encouragement. The hosiery prepared
from indigenous mill yarn is all taken up and so is every yard
of silk prepared in Kashmir. The value of our exhibition should
be in exhibiting things which have not yet found vogue in the
country and not in providing facilities for those whose wares can
be sold otherwise without any difficulty. I know that I have not
succeeded in persuading everyone to understand this very simple
point. What I am anxious for is to keep our exhibition a vehicle
for true education. Nothing more and! nothing less. I am there-
fore positive that we must not on any account introduce the com-
mercial spirit in the exhibition. That an exhibition of a purely
educative character properly organized may also result in profits
being made is true. The very first exhibition organized strictly
according to the lines suggested by me was a great success. I wish
that the Lahore exhibition could also be of that character. About
the choice of Kashmir silks you should be guided entirely by the
advice of Sjt. Harjivan Kotak, the A.L.S.A. representative in Sri-
nagar. Sjt. Chhaganlal Joshi of the Satyagraha Ashram will be
with you in two or three days’ time and will stay there for some
time.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. GopricHAND
RecepTioN CoMMITTEE, INDIAN INATIONAL CONGRESS
LAHORE

From a microfilm: S.N. 15737

6 LH)

1 The source has ‘‘nor”.

93



106. LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER

Camp KHURJA,
November 3, 1929

MY DEAR SHANKERLAL,

I have your letter of the 30th ultimo regarding Pallipadu
Ashram. You know that I gave from the Rustomji Trust Fund
over ten thousand rupees to that Ashram. As far as I recollect
some other monies too were given. And then there is the sub-
stantial sentiment behind it that Hanumantha Rao! gave his life
for the Ashram. The money collected at Nellore the people knew
would go to the Ashram. Although therefore it may not reach
the standard generally fixed by us, I think that it should be
supported by the Association to the extent that we have the
Nellore money. You probably know also that Nellore has given
us very fine weaving and if the men whom Konda Venkatappayya
has selected stick to the Ashram we may expect it even to be
self-supporting. About Tenali we should await Konda Venkatap-
payya’s reply. I hope you have sent Pt. Deo Sharma Rs. 1,500.
I wrote a letter from Hardwar long ago and as Pt. Deo Sharma
had not received the money I telegraphed yesterday.

Yours  sincerely,
SJT. SHANKERLAL BANKER
ALL-INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION
MirzAPUR, AHMEDABAD

From a microfilm: S.N. 15741

107. LETTER TO N. M. KHARE

ALIGARH,
November 3, 1929
BHAI PANDITJI,

By the time this reaches you Chhaganlal would have left. I
hardly come to know when a new year? sets in and such other
occasions. I got some letters from there and came to know about
it. All of you should of course take my blessings for granted.

1A Congress worker of Nellore who died in March 1926; vide Vol

XXX, pp. 171-2.
2 The Gujarati New-Year Day
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I hear the new rule about the kitchen has invited adverse
comments. Tell everybody that this is contrary to the basic
tenets of the Ashram. The Managing Committee was free to adopt
the resolution. It is plain violence to bear a grudge against any-
body who takes advantage of this resolution to run a separate
kitchen. I wish you would all avoid this. In fact it ought not
to be discussed. We should not grudge anyone his weakness, on the
contrary we should pity him. We all deserve mutual sympathy.
If we are not tolerant towards one another the world shall come
to an end. Similarly, if members of an institution, instead of be-
ing liberal towards one another indulge in perpetual bicker-
ings just because one does not or cannot do what the other does,
the institution would be nowhere.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 208. Courtesy: Lakshmibai Khare

108. LETTER TO REGINALD REYNOLDS

ALIGARH,
November 4, 1929

MY DEAR REYNOLDS,

Another good letter from you.

You shall certainly learn the other things you wish to. If you
have strength of body and freshness of mind, I would like you
to learn as much of all the activities as you possibly can.

Mr. Silcock who knows you and Mr. Wigham motored with
me yesterday from Delhi to Aligarh.

Yours,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: C.W. 4527. Courtesy: Swarthmore College, Philadelphia



109. LETTER TO JFAWAHARLAL NEHRU

ALIGARH,
November 4, 1929

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

I have just got your letter. How shall I console you? Hear-
ing others describe your state, I said to myself, ‘Have I been
guilty of putting undue pressure on you?’ I have always believ-
ed you to be above undue pressure. I have always honoured
your resistance. It has always been honourable. Acting under
that belief I pressed my suit. Let this incident be a lesson. Resist
me always when my suggestion does not appeal to your head or
heart. I shall not love you the less for that resistance.

But why are you dejected? I hope there is no fear of public
opinion in you. If you have done nothing wrong, why dejec-
tion? The ideal of independence is not in conflict with greater
freedom. As an executive officer now and President for the
coming year, you could not keep yourself away from a collective act
of the majority of your colleagues. In my opinion your signature!
was logical, wise and otherwise correct. I hope therefore that
you will get over your dejection and resume your unfailing
cheerfulness.

The statement you may certainly make. But there is no hurry
about it at all.

Here are copies of two cables? just received. Please show them
to Father too.

If you feel like talking things over with me, do not hesitate
to catch me wherever you like.

I hope to see Kamala hale and hearty when I reach Allahabad.

If you can do wire that the blues are over.

Yours,
Baru

A Bunch of Old Letters, p. 76

1 On the All-Parties Leaders’ Joint Statement of November 2, 1929
2 Vide footnote 1, p. 87 and footnote 1 to ‘“‘Letter to A. Fenner Brock-
way”, 14-11-1929.
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110. LETTER TO N. M. KHARE

November 4, 1929

BHAI PANDIT]I,

I hope Manu is now all right. I suppose the prayers must
have been reorganized. It is absolutely necessary to preserve the
solemnity of the prayer. The theft of Kalavati’s! ornaments does
not appear to be the act of an outsider. Howsoever it might
have happened, do caution everybody that they should keep no
valuables with them.

We were looking for the meaning of the word ap? in the trio
of apbala, tapabala and bahubala3. . . . Please incorporate this correc-
tion if you have not done so and ask everyone else to do it in their
own copies. We ought to get our Hindi bhajans revised with the
help of some Hindi expert.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 209. Courtesy: Lakshmibai Khare

111. LETTER TO PANNALAL JHAVERI

ALIGARH,
November 4, 1929

BHAI PANNALAL,

I was glad to have your letter. I see no error in your reasoning.
If your experiment succeeds, many young men will certainly
benefit. You have my blessings for its success and I also trust that
it will succeed, for I have such faith in you. I am sure you are
keeping a record of the experiment and proper accounts.

You are bound to succeed in your effort to observe celibacy
because both of you are sincere, both are persevering and both

1'Wife of Kashinath Trivedi, an inmate of the Ashram

2 A word from a popular Hindi bhajan of Surdas; ap is a corrupt form of
aap which is derived from the Sanskrit atman meaning self.

3 Strength of self, strength of penance and strength of arm
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possess a good measure of self-control. Success is certain for him who
perseveres. That is the assurance the Gita gives and it cannot fail.
Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3098

112, LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

ALIGARH,
Silence Day, November 4, 1929

SISTERS,

Do not expect long letters from me at present. May you all
prosper during the New Year.

It is a matter of shame that Kalavati’s ornaments have dis-
appeared. But I do not feel sorry for her. Any man or woman
who keeps jewellery or other valuables with him or her is untrue
to the code of the Ashram, and should not feel unhappy if those
things are stolen. Let us take a lesson from this incident and
look into our boxes. Everybody should have the confidence
that he will get, whenever he wants it, what he has kept as
deposit with the Ashram.

It is good that you have made a definite rule about the kit-
chen. There should be no further discussion about the matter.
Any family which has been living in the Ashram for many years
may run a separate kitchen if it is permitted to do so, and no-
body should grudge it this concession.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3708

113. LETTER TO FULCHAND K. SHAH

ALIGARH,
November 4, 1929

BHAISHRI FULCHAND,

Vallabhbhai met me in Delhi. I see some difference between
the account he gave and the one given by you. As Vallabhbhai
puts it, since the officials gave an apology the Thakore Saheb
suggested to the President to discontinue the inquiry and because
Manilal did not do so, an order was issued to stop the inquiry.



LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA 99

If this is true, I think your struggle was unjustified. Fight on if
the struggle is for a pure cause.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9191

114. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

ALIGARH,
Silence Day, November 4, 1929

CHI. GANGABEHN (SENIOR),

I have your letters. Never worry, come what may. We have
done our duty when we have done what we can. He is the Lord
of whatever merit or fault results from it. Do give up the worrying
that you always do.

Wait till Nath! comes there. Now you cannot leave your
work to go anywhere.

You must eat some fruit. You cannot coerce your body to
build itself.

I shall see if I can accommodate Lakshmi in some other place
when she comes.

Kalavati has lost her ornaments owing to her own grave
fault. It was a good riddance, though it is painful that someone
has stolen them. But thefts are bound to be there as long as our
tapascharya® falls short.

Don’t brood over the fast. We shall talk over it when I go
over there; but you need not bother about this either. It is all
for your good that you could not complete the fast. If you had
gone through it successfully it would have been an excuse for some
pride. God has been kind to you; He has spared you this occasion
for pride. Even Narada had his pride smashed when he was puffed
up. Please do understand that a fast in itself is no miracle.

Blessings from

Baru
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—6: G. S. Gangabehnne, p. 83

1 Kedarnath Kulkarni, Kishorelal Mashruwala’s guru and addressee’s
guide
2 Self-suffering as moral discipline



115. LETTER TO KALAVATI TRIVEDI

ALIGARH,
Stlence Day [November 4, 1929]!

CHI. KALAVATI,

The loss of your ornaments is a matter not for sorrow but
for rejoicing. You broke the Ashram rules, therefore you have
been taught a lesson by God. The ornaments were of no use to
you. Ifyou would but listen to me you would take off even the
ornaments that you are wearing, sell them and deposit the pro-
ceeds in a bank. You will be happier. Keep writing to me.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 5292

116. SPEECH AT MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH?
November 4, 1929

The Mahatma . . . apologized for his inability to speak standing since
God was not pleased to keep him in normal strength. He asked his hearers
to pray to God to keep him deserving of the honour they had conferred
upon him and to keep his heart unspoiled. He said he had known from his
very boyhood that Hindu-Muslim unity was an integral part of Indian nation-
hood and he believed that national liberty was meaningless if Hindus and
Muslims could not live together open-heartedly with complete harmony. He
did not like that the two big communities should oppress the minority com-
munities or should make them even feel that Hindu-Muslim unity was a bad
thing. He rather wished the unity of the two to be a model for the whole
world and a giver of peace. He agreed with the late Sir Syed? that Hindus
and Muslims were the two eyes of Mother India. He exhorted the students to
be as true and sincere soldiers of India as they were true sons of Islam. He
said further that having read and studied much of Islam and having long
lived and even dined with Muslims, he knew the Islamic religion well. He

1 From Gandhiji’s presence at Aligarh and another letter to the addressee
dated November 14, 1929 from Kalakankar; vide ‘“Letter to Kalavati Trivedi”,
14-11-1929.

2 Vide also “The U. P. Tour - IX”, sub-title, “In Aligarh”, 14-11-1929.

3Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
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advised the students not to be a prey to ease and luxury since only he could
serve the country well whose heart was simple and whose habits were simple.
He further exhorted the students to pity the lot of the millions of poor people
who were having hardly one meal a day. In his opinion God could not be
pleased with them merely by their daily readings of the Koran or by their daily
prayers. The real thing that could please God was their practical mercy and
real compassion for the millions of their distressed brethren. He, therefore,
urged them to encourage khaddar.

The Leader, 7-11-1929

117. LETTER TO N. M. KHARE

ALIGARH,
November 5, 1929
BHAI PANDITJI,

Chhaganlal must have left by now. I shall therefore not
reply to his letters. I hope Manu is keeping up the steady reco-
very in health.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 210. Courtesy: Lakshmibai Khare

118. TELEGRAM TO FAWAHARLAL NEHRU

MUTTRA,
November 6, 1929

JAawaHARLAL NEHRU
ANAND Bmavan

ALLAHABAD

DEEPLY APPRECIATE MORAL DIFFICULTY YOUR SE-
COND LETTER!, BUT THERE SHOULD BE NO  HURRY
ARRIVING AT DECISION. RESIGNATION2 MUST NOT
BE PRESSED. IF  STILL  AGITATED MEET  ME WHER-
EVER YOU LIKE.3

GANDHI

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1929. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

1 Vide Appendix II.
2 Of the Secretaryship of the A.L.C.C.
3 Vide also “Letter to Jawaharlal Nehru”, 8-11-1929.



119. LETTER TO HARIBHAU UPADHYAYA

MATHURA,
November 6, 1929

BHAI HARIBHAU,

I have your letter. If the lady wants to have some expe-
rience of life at the Ashram she can certainly do so. If she
arrives will she come single or will it be the couple ? I have
already sent the Introduction that Vaijnath had asked for. Till
now my health has been quite all right. I hope to leave Agra for
Sabarmati on the 24th evening via metre gauge. The 25th falls
on a Monday. I hope you are all right.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 6068. Courtesy: Haribhau Upadhyaya

120. LETTER TO SHIVABHAI PATEL

MATHURA,
November 6, 1929

BHAI SHIVABHAI!,

I have your letter. I think that the Ashram’s well-wishers
who wish to subscribe have a right to get a copy. It is not any-
thing confidential. I believe that a copy of it should be placed
in the Ashram Reading Room. It should be possible to discuss
fully the internal problems which may be of interest to many
others. If the litho can be obtained cheap, I think it is worth
buying. I regard it desirable that the Ashram Samachar should in-
clude the news about internal developments in institutions run
on the same lines as the Ashram. If we wish to give such news,
the size should be enlarged. This of course would add very much
to the editor’s work. He would have to give at least seven hours

1 An inmate of the Sabarmati Ashram; he assisted in the maintenance
of accounts of the khadi section.
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a week to the work. Ifhe cannot at present spare that time, we
should give up the idea of enlarging the size.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9495

121. LETTER TO RAOFIBHAI M. PATEL

MATHURA,
November 6, 1929

BHAI RAOJIBHAI,

I got your letter. When we have several tasks on hand and
are not in a position to do full justice to all of them, we should
arrange them in order of their priority and assign each its place so
that we can know which task can be dropped. And if all the
tasks are of equal importance, we should drop those which are
beyond our capacity to manage. The latrines, the kitchen and
the accounts—these three I regard as having the highest priority.
If the accounts are not correctly maintained, money will be
wasted, our reputation will suffer and our conscience will be trou-
bled. I have often explained that care of the latrine and of the
kitchen are aspects of the same task. If either of them is im-
perfectly done, bodily health would suffer. I have also shown that
scavenging and cooking involve important moral and scientific
principles. A cook doing his or her duty religiously will not only
cook the food well but will also observe the principles of good
health, that is, of brahmacharya. And a scavenger doing his or
her duty religiously will not merely bury the night-soil but also
observe the stools passed by each and inform each person about
the state of his or her health. We have with us neither such an
ideal scavenger nor such an ideal cook, but I have no doubt that
the Ashram should produce a crop of them. There are several
defects about the kind of tank you suggest. We cannot of course
build a pukka tank. We may dig a temporary pit. But we can
think about this further only when I go over there. In any case
this much is certain, that the shallower the pit the better. The
first nine inches of the soil is exceedingly valuable. It is within this
depth that the germs decomposing the stools, etc., live. The effect
of the sun’s rays also is the greatest up to that depth. Moreover,
a shallow pit is no obstacle to the use of night-soil as manure
wherever required. Instead of burying night-soil where we do



104 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

at present, we may adopt this method. We should get two pits
made side by side, each eighteen inches deep and having a surface
area of 36 sq. yards. After one pit is filled with night-soil we
might start using the other for the purpose and, after the night-
soil in the first pit has been transformed into manure, take the
manure out leaving the pit to dry up until the second pit gets
filled with night-soil buried there. This method will serve the
purpose behind Somabhai’s suggestion and largely remove the
difficulty pointed out by you. The lavatories should remain as
they are, and we should master the art of keeping them as clean
as possible. For this one of us must shoulder the responsibility.
The working men will go on changing from time to time, and it
is necessary that they should. It is, therefore, essential to have
one inspector. It is not enough that he take a round in the
morning and inspect the places. He should inspect the lavatories
at least thrice a day. For maintaining greater cleanliness, it may
also be necessary to have more buckets.

Blessings from

Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8986

122. LETTER TO RAMNIKLAL MODI

MATHURA,
November 6, 1929

CHI. RAMNIKLAL,
I have your letter. You have accepted a fairly heavy responsi-
bility!. Learn the art of preserving your health while discharg-
ing that responsibility. You must know for certain that so long
as you have not learnt that art, you will not have cultivated
perfect non-attachment. Chhaganlal 1is likely to reach here
tomorrow.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4147

1 Managership of the Ashram during the absence of Chhaganlal Joshi
who had gone to Lahore



123. THE U.P. TOUR-VII!

ON THE PLAINS

Saharanpur was the first station visited? on the plains. Be-
sides the usual meetings of men and women there was the stu-
dents’ meeting. There was a meeting of the students and teachers
of the Kashiram High School who together gave Gandhiji the
largest purse of the tour comparing their numbers with the num-
bers of the other schools and colleges. This evoked from Gandhiji
a well-deserved compliment as also the frank admission in their
address that the khadi he saw them wear at the meeting was
only purchased for the occasion and they assured him that what
they had commenced they proposed to continue. The wearing
of khadi for the occasion only has taken place everywhere without
there being any secret about it. But this was the first occasion
when a frank and penitent admission of weakness was made and
a definite assurance of shedding it given. I was told that the
head master and the staff were earnest men and that they fully
meant to carry out the promise they had made. Taking Deoband
on the way the next halt was at Muzaffarnagar. From Muzaffar-
nagar we went to Meerut, taking Kandhla, Shamli and several
other places on the way. We settled down to a heavy pro-
gramme in the Meerut district.

WiTH THE PRISONERS

We reached Meerut at 11 a.m.> and had to tackle a ladies’
meeting and a public meeting. But Meerut was the place where
the famous Communist trial is taking place. Though as he re-
marked he was neither a Communist nor any other ist, he could
not miss seeing the prisoners if he was permitted. The Superin-
tendent readily granted the permission and though it meant consi-
derable interference with his rest and the day’s programme Gan-
dhiji went to the jail precisely at 2 p.m. and gave himself a
happy 14 hours’ time with the prisoners. The party squatted on the
coir matting that was spread on the floor. The prisoners’ cell was
an open well-ventilated rectangle studded with charpais for them.

1 Vide footnote 2, p. 40.
2 On October 25, 1929
3 On October 27, 1929
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The prisoners who were quite cheerful and gay greeted Gandhiji
with ‘we frankly did not expect you to visit us’. Gandhiji at once
replied, ‘Of course you did not. You do not know me. I may
have my differences with you. You may even cause me trouble
at Congress meetings but my creed teaches me to go out of my
way to show regard to my opponents and thus demonstrate to
them that I can mean no ill to them. Moreover in the present
case by coming here I wanted in my humble way to show in a
practical manner that this prosecution is wrong and that in any
event it is atrocious that you should be put under a heavy handi-
cap by being tried in an inconvenient place like Meerut where
you cannot get the facilities obtainable in the presidency towns
for conducting a proper defence.” There was quite a variety of
topics which the prisoners discussed with Gandhiji. They want-
ed to know the implications of the Calcutta resolution about
Dominion Status. They wanted to know also why he was silent
on Jatindra Nath’s self-immolation, about strikes, etc. Interesting
though the whole of the conversation was, I must not attempt to
give the whole of it. Suffice it to say that Gandhiji kept them laugh-
ing the whole of the hour and a half he was with them. One
could see that he was loath to part with them and when he could
stay no longer he told them that if they were not free men before
the end of December he expected to join them early next year.

I must omit many other interesting events of the Meerut tour.

GANDHI ASHRAM

Chaudhuri Raghubir Narain Singhji is an enthusiast in the
national cause and a lover of khadi. He was in charge of the
tour in Meerut and the surrounding villages. He had therefore
prepared as heavy a programme as Gandhiji’s health could
stand. Out of the numerous engagements in Meerut itself and
the rich experiences gained in the numerous villages visited I have
time and space for picking out only two things. The first is
Acharya Kripalani’s Ashram and the second is the visit to the
Chaudhuri Saheb’s own village Asaura.

The Ashram which is named Gandhi Ashram was established
in 1920 in Banaras when some students of the Hindu University
left it and with Professor Kripalani established an Ashram. Those
who have remained staunch throughout have developed into good
businessmen. The members took up khadi work in 1921. The
production then amounted to Rs. 48 and the sales to Rs.
3,011 [sic]. For the year ending October last the production was
Rs. 129,189-8-0. The sales were Rs. 171,512-13-6. No wonder the
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Ashram has purchased property worth Rs. 35,000 away from the
business centre and on spacious ground. I regard it as a neces-
sary and sound investment. Every available room is occupied.
The Ashram has production, sales, dyeing, printing, washing and
calendering departments. Its prints are day by day increasing
in popularity, as indigenous art is being introduced in its
prints and innovations are being continuously made. The price
of one yard of 36 khadi in 1921 was as. 9. Today that quan-
tity but improved in quality sells at as. 5. And yet they expect
to reduce the price. The Ashram prices compare favourably with
the ruling prices throughout India. It has 29 permanent wor-
kers, 14 apprentices and 11 servants. The salary paid during the
year was Rs. 12,123-4-6 averaging about Rs. 18 per month per
head. This includes the apprentices. No one gets or can get
more than Rs. 50 per month. Only three workers are taking Rs.
50 each. Needless to say most of these workers would in the
open market any day get double the amount they are drawing
today. Some of them were brilliant University men.

Who can say that the khadi or the Ashram has not a big
future 7 What is needed are workers with grit, self-sacrifice and
ability. There is illimitable scope for them.

IN Asaura

In Asaura of course there is a strong khadi atmosphere. It
would be strange if such was not the case in the zamindari of a
khadi lover such as the Chaudhuri Saheb is. But what delighted
Gandhiji most was the discovery made in the ordinary course
that the family mandir! which is open to the public has been open
since the days of Non-co-operation to the so-called untouchables.
And I have understood from the Chaudhuri Saheb himself that
the throwing open the portals of the mandir to the untouchables
has not in any way affected the attendance of the touchables.
Like the Lakshmi Narayan temple of Seth Jamnalal of Wardha
this too has an elegantly built structure. It adjoins the beautiful
garden belonging to the zamindari. There is a precious court-
yard attached to it and the courtyard contains a school attended
by the untouchables. Here is an example for the zamindars to
copy. There are thousands of temples in the thousands of zamin-
daris. There is nothing to prevent the zamindars from throwing
open their temples to the untouchables and in other ways befriend-
ing them as the Chaudhuri Saheb has done.

Young India, 7-11-1929

1 Temple



124. WHAT MAY YOUTH DO?

I got now some time ago a letter on behalf of the Agra
Youth League asking the following question:

We are in the dark with regard to our main activities in future.
We wish to co-operate with the peasants and neighbours of the locality
but no practical method seems to be at hand. We hope that you will
kindly suggest some practical way out of the difficulty. We think ours is
not the only institution facing this difficulty. Accordingly it is highly
desirable that you should suggest a definite solution of this problem through
the columns of Navajivan or Young India.

The address of the Youth League at Gorakhpur! contained a
similar sentiment and also asked how to face the bread problem
that stared the youth in the face. In my opinion the two questions
are intertwined and both can be solved, if the youth can be per-
suaded to make village life their goal rather than city life. We
are inheritors of a rural civilization. The vastness of our country,
the vastness of the population, the situation and the climate of
the country have, in my opinion, destined it for a rural civilization.
Its defects are well known but not one of them is irremediable.
To uproot it and substitute for it an urban civilization seems to
me an impossibility, unless we are prepared by some drastic means
to reduce the population from three hundred million to three or
say even thirty. I can therefore suggest remedies on the assump-
tion that we must perpetuate the present rural civilization and
endeavour to rid it of its acknowledged defects. This can only
be done if the youth of the country will settle down to village
life. And if they will do this they must reconstruct their life
and pass every day of their vacation in the villages surrounding
their colleges or high schools and those who have finished their
education or are not receiving any should think of settling down
in villages. The All-India Spinners’ Association with all its
multifarious branches and institutions that have sprung up under
its protection affords an easy opportunity to the students to qualify
themselves for service and to maintain themselves honourably
if they will be satisfied with the simple life which obtains in the
villages. It maintains nearly 1500 young men of the country

I Gandhiji was in Gorakhpur district between October 4 and 7.
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drawing anything between Rs. 15 to Rs. 150, and it can take in
almost an unlimited number of earnest, honest and industrious
young men who will not be ashamed of manual work. Then there
are national educational institutions affording a similar though
limited scope, limited only because national education is not in
fashion. I therefore commend to the attention of all earnest
young men who are dissatisfied with their existing surroundings
and outlook to study these two great national institutions which
are doing silent but most effective constructive work and which
present the youth of the country with an opportunity both for
service and for honourable maintenance. Whether however
they avail themselves of these two great nation-building agencies
or do not, let them penetrate the villages and find an unlimited
scope for service, research and true knowledge. Professors would
do well not to burden either their boys or girls with literary stu-
dies during the vacation but prescribe to them educative outings
in the villages. Vacations must be utilized for recreation, never
for memorizing books.

Young India, 7-11-1929

125, KHADDAR FRANCHISE

Lala Har Dayal Nag writes a letter on the working of the
khaddar clause in the Congress constitution. I take from that
letter the following relevant extract!:

I was the President of the Tippera District Congress Committee of
which the annual general meeting came off on the 27th ultimo. The
meeting was timed to be held at Comilla. . . . Just after my arrival I was
asked by some friends not to give any ruling on the dress of the members
and to allow all, including those who are not habitual wearers of khad-
dar, to vote. I refused to comply. . .. This did not satisfy my friends and
I was asked not to preside at the meeting. I could find no other way of
satisfying them than by resigning the presidentship. I accordingly wrote
out a letter of resignation and handed it over to them.

I did not go to the meeting. . . . My letter of resignation was not
placed before it. One of the Vice-Presidents was voted to the chair.
After the disposal of some preliminary matters objection was raised to
the non-khaddar dress of many members present. The president of the
meeting ruled that the clause “‘habitual wearers of khaddar” did not re-
quire the members to wear khaddar at the time of voting. This ruling

1 Only excerpts are reproduced here.
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produced an unhappy division among the members present. . . . Those
who thought that none but the habitual wearers of khaddar could vote
seceded from the meeting and held a separate meeting. . . . The ques-

tions that arise from these facts are: (1) Is the ruling of the president of
the original meeting about the khaddar wearing rule of the Congress
correct? (2) If not, does the violation of the Congress rule invalidate
the Committee formed at the original meeting? (3) If this Committee
be found invalid, is the Committee formed by the seceders valid? In my
humble opinion these are very important questions. I therefore request
you to answer them through the pages of Young India, if possible.

If what Lala Har Dayal Nag says is true, it betrays an un-
fortunate state of affairs. Apart from the question whether
khaddar wear should be obligatory or not on Congress voters at
Congress meetings, it seems to me to be an extraordinary pro-
cedure for anyone to suggest to the President-elect not to give
any ruling which is entirely within his province. Stranger still is
the procedure said to have been adopted at the meeting itself
where Lala Har Dayal Nag’s letter was not even read. Such
proceedings unperceivably but unmistakably weaken the hold of
the Congress on the public and make the immediate Congress
workers lax in discipline and manners. So far as the working of
the khaddar clause is concerned, I cannot help saying that the
ruling of the chair was totally wrong. The plain grammatical,
common sense meaning of the clause is that a voter should not
only be wearing khaddar from head to foot at the time of voting
but that he should be a habitual wearer of khaddar. I am
certainly of opinion that if any members were allowed to vote
in breach of the rule, the proceedings of the Committee were
void pro tanto. 1 do not think that the Committee itself became
invalid by reason of an irregular procedure adopted at a parti-
cular meeting. That a recalcitrant Committee might be disband-
ed in the exercise of the extreme powers of the President of the
Working Committee is another matter. The seceders could not
form a Committee of their own without the previous sanction of
the Working Committee of the Congress. Such is my opinion as
a layman. If Lala Har Dayal Nag wishes a proper ruling on the

points raised by him he should, in due course, refer the matter
to the President.

But Lala Har Dayal Nag’s letter raised too the important
question of the utility of the khaddar clause in the Congress con-
stitution. My own personal view is well known. Khaddar has
caught the imagination of the masses as no other constructive
effort has. That the town-dwellers who flock to the Congress
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meetings flout the clause is to me a reason for stiffening the
procedure for enforcing the rule, not its abrogation. But my
opinion should most decidedly be set aside if the majority of those
who are running the Congress machinery do not like the rule
or do not intend to carry it out. I have been told that the
clause is retained only for my sake and that if the members could
be persuaded to think that I shall not be hurt by its removal, it
will go today. Those who think so pay me a poor compliment,
do themselves an injustice and the Congress a positive disservice.
For the sake of a cause we must dare to offend even the most
eminent among us. In my case there is no question of offending
me. Those who will not, for my sake, do what they think proper,
do not know me and most certainly offend me.

Young India, 7-11-1929

126. CLOSE UP

I am given to understand that the Punjab which is to
have the honour of holding the Congress session this year is still
not united and that the party spirit runs high. If the informa-
tion given to me is true, I hope that the responsible men and
women belonging to different parties will put the nation before
party, put the honour of the country before self, pocket false pride
and bring together under the Congress banner all who may be
under their influence including themselves. The Punjab must
rally round the Congress and its young President and show by
exemplary manners that we are well able to subject ourselves to
discipline and thus govern ourselves by working harmoniously under
one great national organization.

Young India, 7-11-1929



127. NOTES

Is It TrUE?

The manifesto! which bears the signatures of Pandit Motilalji,
Dr. Ansari, Dr. Besant, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the Rt. Hon.
Sastri, M. Mahomed Ali, and other leaders of public opinion is
based upon trust. The signatories have, in spite of indications to
the contrary, put on the Viceroy’s statement? about Dominion
Status a construction which may prove to have been wholly un-
warranted. The Dominion Status contemplated by the Viceroy’s
declaration may be as indefinite and illusory as the ‘responsible
Government’ of 1919. There can however be no doubt about
Lord Irwin’s sincerity. Even therefore if the high expectations
raised by the Viceregal pronouncement are not realized, the reci-
procation of the sincerity evinced by the manifesto will have done
no harm to the country. It will provide further justification for
any strong action that the Congress may feel called upon to take
at its forthcoming session. Had the signatories rejected what
appears to be the Viceregal advance, they might easily have put
themselves in the wrong. But let us entertain the hope that the
pronouncement is all that the signatories believe it to be and
that a new era is about to dawn upon unhappy India.

There may be no mistaking the intentions of the signatories.
Stripped of the courtesy becoming a document of that nature, the
co-operation promised there is conditional upon certain events
happening. They are all easy of fruition, if the interpretation put
upon Lord Irwin’s pronouncement is correct. For if the contem-
plated Conference is to result in India obtaining a charter of
Dominion Status, there must be amnesty, the composition of the
Conference must be thoroughly nationalistic and the administration
must from now correspond as nearly as possible to Dominion
Status. The charter to be true must be simply a register of an
accomplished fact. The face of the land will not be suddenly
changed at the moment the charter is signed. If the Viceroy’s
statement signifies a real change of heart, everything is easy. Then
Dominion Status is from now. If it means no change of heart,

1 Vide pp. 80-1.
2 Vide Appendix 1.
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any charter however tempting it may be to look at will be but
a piece of waste paper to be thrown into the basket designed for
such papers.!

Young India, 7-11-1929

128. VIRTUE OF SELF-RESTRAINT

Madam Clara Burger-von Dubu who signs herself as “daugh-
ter and widow of a German University professor, whose husband
fell in the War 1916, mother of two sons, two daughters, for some
time here (Italy) in a Dutch friend’s house, to whom she owes
the knowledge of Young India writes as follows from Italy:2

Will you allow a mother to add some words to your article “In-
fluence of Attitudes”, Young India 37?3 1 perfectly agree with you that
“birth-control by contraceptives is race suicide,” . . . No action has so
deep an influence and far reaching in consequences as this terribly
abused act destined to create ‘“Images of God”. In it we ought to
conceive the Mystery of Incarnation in love, not in animal instinct, as
a consecration of spirit, soul and body.

Thus marriage becomes a sacrament, the highest religion, in
which the greatest contrasts are blended: crossing and crucifixion—life
and death.

Young India, 7-11-1929

129. THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE

From the addresses I am receiving in the United Provinces
I have come to know many things. In this article I wish to con-
sider them only from the point of view of language. I have with
me three examples from which I choose the following sentences*:

These three are examples of Hindi or Hindustani, that is,
the national language. One is stuffed with only Persian-Arabic
words which an average Hindu will not be able to follow. Another
is replete with Sanskrit words which an average Muslim can
never understand. The third is such that it can be grasped by
any average Hindu or Muslim. Here, Sanskrit or Arabic-Persian

1 Vide also ‘‘Conditions for Co-operation”, 10-11-1929.
2 Only excerpts are reproduced here.

3 Vide Vol. XXXI, pp. 411-4.

4 Not translated here
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words do not appear to be deliberately avoided or chosen.
If we wish to make Hindi the national language, if Hindus and
Muslims both wish to build up unity, we cannot deliberately
banish Sanskrit or Arabic-Persian words. That is to say, while
writing or speaking the language, we should not harbour hatred
in our minds towards each other or towards each other’s speech.
On the other hand, there should be love for each other. When
a Muslim finds a Hindu using Persian-Arabic words, he feels pleased.
In the same manner, the Hindu’s regard for the Muslim grows
when he aptly uses Sanskrit words also on occasion.

By adopting suitable words from all the three languages
Hindi is enriched and gains in prestige; the language becomes
sweeter. The fact is, if we do not harbour hatred for a parti-
cular language, we shall not feel embarrassed in borrowing from
it to enrich and develop our language.

Shri Ramnaresh Tripathi writes in the preface to his book
Grampa Geetl:

The number of words most used in the essays and books that are
written in Hindi nowadays will not exceed three hundred according to
my estimate. Within so few words is all Hindi learning circumscribed.
We think, write essays or books and give speeches within this narrow
compass. How many things used every day in our homes, fields and fac-
tories have no Hindi names and how many ideas have no appropriate
Hindi words?

If this is true, it is very sad and shameful; it is a sign of
poverty of thought. It is said that Shakespeare used 20,000 words
in his works, and Milton 10,000 words. What a wealth of words
in their language and what poverty in ours! In spite of this state
of affairs, if we wish to make our national language glorious,
then, at least for its own sake we must increase our knowledge.
It is not a matter of shame to borrow words from another
language and make them our own. It is shameful only when we
do not know the words current in our language and therefore
use those of another; for example, when we forget the word ghar
and say house, or employ mother for mata, father for pita, husband
for pati and wife for paini.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 7-11-1929

1 Vide p. 60.



130. LETTER TO M. MUJEEB

CaMp BRINDABAN,
November 7, 1929

MY DEAR MUJEEB!,

I had a chat with Dr. Ansari about you in Delhi and Dr.
Ansari undertook to speak to your father himself and ensure your
allowance from him. He asked me not to worry about you. In
Aligarh T made it a special point to speak to your brother?. It
was there that I discovered that he was Sohaila’s® husband. And
Sohaila to me is like my own daughter. Such is the intimacy I have
the privilege to enjoy with the Tyabji family. I had therefore
much less hesitation to speak to your brother than I would have
had without a <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>