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PREFACE

The difficulties over the implementation of the Delhi Settle-
ment reached the breaking point in the period covered in this
volume (June 18 to September 11, 1931), and Gandhiji was
forced to ask the Viceroy to inform the British Government that
he had decided not to attend the Round Table Conference in
London. However, last-minute discussions between the Viceroy
and Gandhiji in Simla, spread over three days, resulted in a work-
ing compromise which enabled Gandhiji to take the Down Fron-
tier Mail just in time to reach Bombay and board the s.s. Raj-
putana on August 29. His reluctance to attend the Conference
on the ground of absence of Hindu-Muslim accord had been
overruled by the Congress Working Committee, and when, there-
fore, he found his path cleared by a convenient formula, he
decided to go though not without a profound sense of uneasiness
in his heart. ‘“When I think of the prospects in London,” he
wrote in an article for Young India dictated in the train, “when
I know that all is not well in India, that the second Settlement
is bereft of all grace and is charged with no pleasant memories,
there is nothing wanting to fill me with utter despair’ (p. 369).
But being a born optimist, he explained in a Press statement, he
was hoping against hope. “My faith is in God”, he said, ‘“‘and
He seems to have made my way clear for me to go to London”
(p. 384).

On the basis of accumulating evidence Gandhiji had begun
to suspect that members of the Civil Service were “hindering
the working of the Settlement” or even ‘“‘wilfully breaking it
(p. 56), and it looked ‘‘as if the Government was at war with the
Congress” (p. 115). In Gujarat, the trouble spots were Borsad
and Bardoli where Gandhiji had practically encamped himself
to ensure the observance of the truce terms by the cultivators. The
local authorities, however, resented the mediatory role of the
Congress and insisted on dealing direct with the cultivators, rely-
ing upon coercive processes to recover land-revenue dues instead
of availing themselves of the co-operation of the Congress. The
Commissioner, Gandhiji said, “‘never pardoned the Congress for
presuming to represent the peasantry. Had he had his way, it
is likely that he would rather have collected what he could
through coercion than received all but a few thousand of the
current dues in Bardoli and Borsad through the Congress agency’
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(p. 320). It was evident that the authorities were not willing to
recognize ‘“‘the fact that the power is passing to the people’” and
to acknowledge ‘“‘that the Congress represents the people” (p. 321).

This unwillingness or inability of the local authorities to ad-
just themselves to the changed temper of the people led to seri-
ous conflicts in the U.P. and the North-West Frontier Province.
In the former Province, there was acute economic distress in the
countryside and the peasantry found it impossible to pay their
annual dues. The large-scale evictions which followed gave rise
to widespread unrest, and the Congress, under Jawaharlal Nehru’s
leadership, took up the cause of the kisans. The Government,
while professing sympathy with the peasants, were concerned
with protecting the interests of the zamindars and resorted to
wholesale gagging of Congressmen and intimidation of kisans
through hundreds of notices (p. 109). To the argument that
evictions were lawful, Gandhiji replied that there was ‘‘some-
thing wrong in a system which allows of so many evictions” (p. 371).
And he further reminded the Governor, Sir Malcolm Hailey: “With
the tremendous awakening that has taken place all over India
there is a sensitiveness to wrongs which was not felt 12 months
ago” (p. 371). To deal with the wrong, Gandhiji advised the
Governor to send for Jawaharlal Nehru and establish direct
touch with him. But this was exactly what the Civilians could
not bring themselves to do.

In the North-West Frontier Province, a new order of politi-
cal workers had emerged during the civil disobedience campaign
of the previous year, the Khudai Khidmatgars led by Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan. After the Settlement, Khan Saheb had come
and stayed with Gandhiji and intimate contact with him had
convinced the latter that he implicitly believed in non-violence
(p. 13). But the local authorities seem to have been alarmed by the
manifestations of political unrest in this sensitive region, and Khan
Saheb complained to Gandhiji that severe repression was conti-
nuing even after the Settlement (p. 160). The Government, how-
ever, gave Gandhiji their own version of the conditions in the Pro-
vince. He, therefore, decided to send his son, Devdas, on a
mission of peace, after assuring the Viceroy that he would be asked “to
refrain from making any speeches or accepting any addresses’ (p.178).

The crisis was precipitated by the action of the Collector of
Surat in Gujarat who, while Gandhiji had gone to Simla in the
middle of July to meet the Viceroy to find a solution of the
mounting conflicts between the Provincial authorities and the
Congress, had started coercive processes to force full payment of
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revenue dues from the peasants of Bardoli. Gandhiji was extre-
mely upset when he learnt about these on his return. “ . . . I
was unprepared for the terrible events of the past ten days”
(p. 198), he wrote to the Collector, and intimated that unless
proper satisfaction was given he would regard ‘‘the Settlement
and the implied faith having been broken by the Government
and regard myself as free to take such action as may be necessary
to protect the interests of the people whom the Congress represents’’
(p. 199). Telegraphing the substance of the letter to the Home
Secretary, Government of India, Gandhiji said the matter in-
volved his personal honour since he had openly told the people
at public meetings that if they paid according to their ability no
coercion would be used against them (p. 200). Gandhiji also wrote
to the Home Secretary, Government of Bombay, seeking the
Governor’s intervention “if he can enter into my feelings” (p. 201).
The Government took more than two weeks to reply. It rejected
Gandhiji’s contention and stated categorically: ‘“Neither the
Government nor the Collector have ever accepted the position
that the collection of land revenue should be dependent on the
advice of the Congress, .. . the decision as to whether parti-
cular persons can or cannot pay must rest with the Collector”
(p. 446). Gandhiji found this position impossible for the Con-
gress to accept. His conclusion was that ‘“‘great civilians here
do not want me to attend Conference or if they do they do so
under circumstances which a national organization like Congress
can never tolerate’ (p. 289). Gandhiji held that between the
people and the Government the Congress was an intermediary,
and he feared ‘‘that it is because the Government do not wish
to recognize this natural consequence of the Settlement that
Government has broken on the Bardoli matter” (pp. 312-3).
“Bardoli therefore was for me the acid test” (p. 322). ‘A debtor
who cannot pay interest is never going to pay the capital”’, Gandhi-
ji had said earlier to a friend (p. 221), explaining why he thought
his going to London would be of no use if the things arising out
of the Settlement were not put right.

The Congress Working Committee endorsed on August 13
Gandhiji’s decision not to attend the Round Table Conference.
Events moved swifty thereafter, and the entire correspondence bet-
ween the Government and Gandhiji, together with the Congress
“charge-sheet” against the Government, was released for publica-
tion. Probably under the pressure of public opinion, the Viceroy
and Gandhiji met again in Simla from August 25 to 27 in a des-
perate effort to reach an agreement. The negotiations seem to
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have been none too smooth. At one point we even find Gandhiji
getting a little impatient and writing to Emerson: “In my opi-
nion there is ample room for discussion and accommodation if
we mean the same thing. If we do not, the sooner the agony of
suspense ends the better” (p. 359). Ultimately, a not very satis-
factory compromise solution was worked out seeking to reconcile
the widely divergent points of view of the Congress and the
Government, and Gandhiji left immediately for Bombay on the
evening of the 27th, greatly relieved that the suspense was over.
“One stage in the journey is reached’’, he wrote to the Viceroy
from the train. ‘I know that I have caused you endless worry.
But the only consolation I can derive for myself and give to
you lies in the fact that I have given myself no less worry and
anxiety’’ (p. 365). The Viceroy sent in reply “his blessings and
all good wishes” (p. 366).

Gandhiji had not taken the earlier decision to cancel the
London visit without an inner struggle. He seems to have looked
forward to it for personal reasons and was ‘‘grieved to arrive at
the decision not to go’”’, but ‘“deep down I have the feeling that
it was the best thing and that the time was not ripe for me to
go to London” (p.294). While coming to the decision, he told
C. F. Andrews, “I had Sastri, Polak and above all Muriel, in my
mind. But duty knows no personal ties” (p. 294). Gandhiji was
also disappointed that he would not be meeting Romain Rolland,
but believed it was God’s will that I should not go’ and
cherished the hope that ‘“‘some day, somehow we shall meet in
the flesh” (p.297). If thus the decision not to go had not been
an easy one, the decision to go was not so either. Gandhiji was
going as the sole representative of the Congress, and for a moment
he seems to have been overwhelmed with a sense of his helpless-
ness. ‘“‘But just before the way became clear for me to go to
London,” he wrote in an article for Young India entitled ‘““Alone,
Yet Not Alone” dictated in the train taking him to Bombay, “and
more when the way was opened at 7 p.m. on the 27th, my weak-
ness burst upon me as never before, and I have not got over it
even as I dictate these lines. . .”” (p. 368). But he was sustained
by his faith in God. “I must go to London with God as my
only guide”, he continued, and added: ‘“One has therefore
to appear before Him in all one’s weakness, empty-handed and
in a spirit of full surrender, and then He enables you to stand
before a whole world and protects you from all harm” (pp. 368-9).
Writing to Rajagopalachari, Gandhiji said: “When I think of
myself with all my limitations and ignorance I sink in utter des-
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pair but I rise out of it immediately, as I think and feel that it
is God within Who is moving me and using me as His instru-
ment. He will give me the right word at the right moment”
(p. 372). That did not mean, he added, that he would make no
mistakes. ‘“But I have come to believe that God as it were pur-
posely makes us commit mistakes if only to humble us” (p. 372).

Gandhiji repeatedly stated that he was going to London
without much hope of success for his mission. “My expecta-
tions of the Conference are zero”’, he said in a statement to
Al Ahram, “if I am to base them on a survey of the horizon”
(p. 397). He had, if he had not been prevailed upon by the
Congress Working Committee to go, a mass-oriented plan of action
calculated to win the substance instead of the shadow of swaraj.
As he had declared times without number, for him political power
was not an end in itself but a means of bettering the conditions
of the masses. He would not have the nation “look to England
or Simla or Delhi for swaraj. The right course for the people
is to rely on themselves. . . . if we win anything it will be through
our own strength and in the measure of our strength” (p. 352).
Holding that real swaraj could be gained ‘‘without political
power and by directly acting upon the powers that be” (p. 2),
side by side with constructive work, he would have the Congress
fight for redress of the concrete grievances of the masses in all
parts of the country; such popular struggles would, he felt, unite
the masses across communal or regional lines as no paper pacts

among leaders could do. “Let the communal-minded Hindus
and Muslims and others”, he said in a Gujarati article, “share
a little power with the British under that Constitution. . . . The

Congress instead of asking for power from that Government will
demand the things for which they want power and, if they are
refused, it will fight through satyagraha” (pp. 425-6), for he
was convinced ‘‘that whatever is needful and can be gained by
political power can perhaps be more quickly and more certainly
gained by satyagraha”, (p. 2) which was a more potent form of
direct action than adult suffrage.

Gandhiji discovered, to his pleasant surprise, that fifteen
out of the twenty clauses in the Fundamental Rights Resolution
passed at the Karachi Session of the Congress in the preceding
March could be implemented by the people themselves without
State assistance. If, he argued, “we do not do the things we
ought to today, when the power comes to us we shall be found
unready for them” (pp. 235-6). “A popular State can never act
in advance of public opinion’, he explained further. “If it goes
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against it, it will be destroyed. Democracy disciplined and
enlightened is the finest thing in the world. A democracy preju-
diced, ignorant, superstitious will land itself in chaos and may be
self-destroyed” (p. 236). He, therefore, wanted the Congress and
the people to concentrate their energies on constructive and self-
purificatory tasks, and opposed the methods of terrorists on the
ground that ‘“‘the capacity to run the Government of the country
on behalf of the people and for the people . .. will not come
simply if the British leave or are killed” (p. 208).

Gandhiji was aware of the fundamental difference of outlook
between himself and the majority of Congressmen. For him non-
violence was an article of faith, whereas the Congress had accepted
it as a policy and even so adhered to it only half-heartedly.
“I cannot get rid of the conviction,” Gandhiji said while comment-
ing on the attempted assassination of the Acting Governor of
Bombay, ‘“that the greatest obstacle to our progress towards
swaraj is our want of faith in our policy’”’ (p. 232). He reminded
Congressmen that they shared responsibility for the deeds
of the misguided youth. “Those who commit murders are also
our brethren’, he said, adding, “When we claim to represent
them we also must accept the responsibility for what they do”
(p. 261). Gandhiji was still more distressed by the violence of
communalism. During the A.I.C.C. meeting in Bombay on
August 8, while referring to a recent manifestation of communal
intolerance Gandhiji almost broke down and explained, “I am
feeling unnerved and seem to have lost all power” (p. 274).
Even this feeling of helplessness Gandhiji turned into a source of
spiritual strength, for it enabled him to realize the truth of the
Tamil saying: “God is the Help of the helpless.” ‘“This reali-
zation”, he believed, ‘“‘will show us a way out of the present im-
penetrable darkness. . . .’ (p. 286).

Gandhiji’s letters to C. F. Andrews and Mirabehn reveal the
nature of the bond that united him to them. Andrews seems to
have appealed to Gandhiji to relax the boycott of British cloth out
of compassion for the sufferings of the workers of Lancashire.
Gandhiji, while arguing that the “remedy for unemployment in
England is not thoughtless generosity of India but a complete
realization by England of the awfulness of exploitation of
people’” (p. 15), could fully enter into Andrews’s feelings. ‘“‘As
is your wont”, Gandhiji told him, ‘“you are distressed over
what your eyes see and ears hear. . . . My heart goes out to the
unemployed. It goes out to you in your terrific moral struggle”
(pp-47-8). Mirabehn’s mother was ailing in England and was
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slowly sinking. Gandhiji, however, did not urge her to go to
London to see her. ‘““True love consists’’, he told her, “in trans-
ferring itself from the body to the dweller within and then neces-
sarily realizing the oneness of all life inhabiting numberless bodies”
(p. 111).  Writing to her on receiving the news of her passing
away, Gandhiji said: I read your suppressed grief in every line
of your letter”’, and while sympathizing with her grief as “very
human’’; he urged her to eradicate it (p. 128). But, he told her
in another letter, there was ‘“no reason for suppressing from me
your grief if it is there. These things are not remedied immedi-
ately there is intellectual conviction” (p. 204). For Gandhiji,
the cause of service had always precedence over personal attach-
ment. He had been, he told Mirabehn after sending her away
from him, ““ on a bed of hot ashes all the while I was accepting
your service. You will truly serve me by joyously serving the
cause” (p. 49).

Gandhiji adopted this personal approach even to his politi-
cal opponents. At the end of the Simla talks, he wrote to Emerson
to tell him ‘“how grieved I felt in Simla over what appeared to

me to be your obstructive tactics. . . . The securing of a constitu-
tion is nothing to me compared to the joy of discovering human
contacts by which one could swear’”. Gandhiji added, however:

“I shall soon forget the sad memories of the past three days and
I know you will forgive me if I have unwittingly misjudged you”
(p.374).

Gandhiji based even political decisions not on mere expedi-
ency but on some ethical principle or other. Explaining his atti-
tude in regard to satyagraha in Indian States, he said: “It is
a law of life that some good work being done at any point in an
environment is bound to have its effect on the rest of it” (p. 154).

His letters to the Ashram inmates offered in every case posi-
tive help and encouragement. To Gangabehn he wrote : ‘““The
intellect has less value, the heart has more. And the heart is
something which everyone has” (p. 72). In a letter to Chhagan-
lal Joshi he listed the many merits of Premabehn and added: “It
is true that she has defects. But is there anyone among us who
has none?”” (p. 207) To Premabehn herself he confessed his inability
“to do justice” and explained: ‘I have assumed the role of your
father and mother and, therefore, I can give you but one-sided
advice. A satyagrahi . .. never demands justice. Justice means
‘measure for measure’. Satyagraha means truth even against cun-
ning, non-violence against violence, forbearance against anger and
love against hatred” (p. 217).
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The speeches at the prayer meetings on board the s.s. Raj-
putana are of special significance. The first carries Gandhiji’s
practical testimony on prayer which, yearned for as indis-
pensable food for the soul, yielded the incomparable gift of illumi-
nation and inner peace (p. 394). The second, setting out to
recommend ‘‘a simple, childlike faith . . . which is also a token
of humility’’; sums up with unsurpassed clarity and certitude the
advaitic conviction, “If I exist, God exists” (p. 399).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not Gandhiji’s
have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches and interviews
slight changes and omissions, where necessary, have been made
in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations of these are available, they have been used
with such changes as were necessary to bring them into confor-
mity with the original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is
that of publication. The writings are placed under the date of
publication except where they carry a date-line or where the date
of writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

References in footnotes to Volume I of this series are to the
January 1969 edition.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N. refers to
documents and M.M.U. to the reels of the Microfilm Unit available
in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahalaya, New Delhi; C.W.
denotes documents secured by the Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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1. SUBSTANCE NOT SHADOW

The public are entitled to know why after having made repeat-
ed declarations to the contrary the Working Committee had passed
the resolution! requiring me (other conditions being favourable) to
attend the Round Table Conference, if thereto required, for the
presentation of the Congress position.

Ordinarily a member of the Working Committee could not tell
the public of discussions behind its resolutions, their defeated
amendments or counter resolutions. But in the present case the
Working Committee has made an exception and authorized me to
take the public into confidence in order that I might clear my
position and also explain that of the Working Committee.

It was my essentially democratic nature which, in spite of my
very strong objection, impelled me to submit to the resolution.
One may not make a principle of every objection and, if not
carried, block the way by threatening to retire from an institution
or by refusing submission to the opinion of the majority. I there-
fore fought the Working Committee, reminded it of my repeated
public and private declarations and moved informally a resolution
myself which I thought was far more consistent and desirable in
the national interest. But I could not carry with me the majority
who thought that not to attend the Conference by reason of the
failure of a communal settlement would be to play into the hands
of the enemy and expose the Committee to unnecessary misrepre-
sentation.

Though there is much to be said for the majority view, I
regard mine to be safer and more truly in consonance with the
Lahore resolution on the communal question.? There was, in my
opinion, sound reasoning behind my declaration that I should not
attend the Round Table Conference if there was no agreed

1On June 9. It read: ‘“The Working Committee hope that the efforts that
are now being made to secure honourable and satisfactory settlement of the
communal problem will meet with success. The Committee is of opinion that,
even should these efforts unfortunately fail, in order to avoid any possibility of
the Congress attitude being misunderstood in any shape or form, other condi-
tions being favourable, Mahatma Gandhi should represent the Congress at the
R.T.C,, if thereto required, for the presentation of the Congress position.”

2 Vide Vol. XLII, p. 359.
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2 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

settlement of the communal question. Absence of it would mean
absence of unity and absence of unity would deprive the national
demand of the strength required to secure its acceptance.

My proposition therefore before the Working Committee was
that agreed settlement failing, the Congress should give up the hope
of winning a swaraj constitution by the way of the present Round
Table Conference and should wait till all the communities were
satisfied to adopt a purely national solution. The Congress could
meanwhile further consolidate its position and work with greater
concentration for the masses including all the communities and
thus make the toilers of all the other communities regard the Con-
gress as theirs as the Hindus do.

This does not mean giving up the struggle for freedom.

It all depends upon what we mean by and want through
purna swaraj. If we mean an awakening among the masses, a
knowledge among them of their true interest and ability to serve
that interest against the whole world and if through purna swaraj
we want harmony, freedom from aggression from within or without
and a progressive improvement in the economic condition of the
masses, we can gain our end without political power and by directly
acting upon the powers that be. One form of direct action is
adult suffrage. The second and more potent form is satyagraha.
It can easily be shown that whatever is needful and can be gained
by political power can perhaps be more quickly and more certainly
gained by satyagraha. If such is the case and if, in spite of all,
[the] attempt to secure an honourable settlement of the communal
question fails it is obvious that we should give up the attempt to
secure a swaraj constitution at the present moment. It is better
and quicker to wait till the Congress has become equally popular
with the other communities than to attempt to force swaraj through
highly artificial surroundings. If the Congress means what it says,
it cannot be long gaining the adherence of all the other com-
munities. Meanwhile the Congress must fulfil its mission of re-
presenting the starving millions by fighting for their relief, if it
cannot do so by gaining power then by gaining that relief through
the government existing at the moment. Whilst discussing this
probability with English friends, I was reminded that this position
was hardly fair, not to take the power to make the reforms and to
force the hands of those who cannot carry on the administration
if they grant the reforms, in their opinion only so called. I
pointed out the fallacy underlying the rebuke. The Congress is
ever ready to take the power if it is given to it but the Congress is
too weak to seize power from unwilling hands in the artificial
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surroundings of the Round Table Conference and that in the
absence of real unity between the chief actors, the communities.

The Congress wants the substance not the shadow. It can
therefore wait for the shadow of power, it cannot wait for the sub-
stance of freedom which the dumb millions so badly need and can
understand.

I have placed before the public the main part of the argu-
ment I placed before the Working Committee. It failed to con-
vince its majority. It may fail therefore to convince too the
majority of the public. Nevertheless my position will probably
be the same as now if and when the Conference fails to meet the
Congress position.

But having accepted the resolution of the Working Committee,
I shall faithfully carry it out and work at the Conference with all
possible zeal, if I am destined to attend it. I should not reject
real power if it ¢s real. I should put my whole soul into working
for it. But I have wisdom and patience enough to wait for it if
necessary and know that such waiting may be a process of hastening.

Young India, 18-6-1931

2. NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES

The head master of Tilak Vidyalaya thus rebukes me:!

I gladly publish the letter if only to advertise the very good
work of the national school of Nagpur. As for the Tilak Univer-
sity, I am not sure that I omitted to mention it on the occasion
referred to. My speech was not previously prepared. It had to be
delivered extempore. Whatever names I took were merely illus-
trative and not exhaustive. I can certainly recall many national
institutions which rendered great service during the struggle. My
object was to show the very marked contrast between the Govern-
ment institutions and the national ones and to show that every
anna spent in the latter was an anna spent for swaraj. I showed
too that in the nature of things it could not be otherwise. How-
ever badly managed the Congress may be, it is still that and that
alone which can usher in swaraj and not a Government department.

I The letter is not reproduced here. It complained of Gandhiji’s failure, in
his speech at Gujarat Vidyapith (vide Vol. XLV, pp. 406-9), to mention the
Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapith of Poona and the Tilak Vidyalaya of Nagpur and
their contribution to civil disobedience movement; vide also Vol. XLVI, ‘Letter
to M. G. Datar”, p. 228.
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It is once more a question of swadeshi v. videshi'. The English
paraphrase is: ‘a good Government is no substitute for self-
Government’.

Young India, 18-6-1931

3. COLOUR BAR IN EDINBURGH

The Honorary Secretary, Edinburgh Indian Association, writes:

It will be recalled that in 1927 all the cafes, restaurants and dance
halls, imposed the colour ban, but after representations being made to
various authorities a compromise was reached and soon after the ban was
raised, again this year two cafes in Edinburgh have renewed the colour
ban. These two cafes (Strand Cafe and Cafeteria) refuse to admit coloured
students as a whole without any reasons. Edinburgh Indian Association
approached the Lord Provost of Edinburgh and the Students’ Represen-
tative Council of Edinburgh University, but so far no action has been taken
by them and the colour ban still continues.

The Hon. Secretary does not say why the two Cafes have res-
tored the ban or why it was originally introduced. Denial of the
use of refreshment rooms in the West is an inconvenience of which
we in India can have no adequate conception. Intense public
agitation is the only way to deal with this prejudice. The Edin-
burgh Indian Association will do well to supply the public with
full facts.

Young India, 18-6-1931

4. HINDI IN THE SOUTH

It was a good sign that at the same time as the Tamil Nadu
Conference a Hindi Prachar Conference too was held. The people
of the Southern Presidency are under promise to send for the next
year Congress delegates who would speak and understand Hindi.
If we were not living in artificial conditions, the people living in
the South will not consider the learning of Hindi as a strain on
them, much less a superfluity. It is surely more necessary for them
to learn Hindi than for the Hindi-speaking population to learn the
Southern languages. There are two speaking and understanding

! Foreign
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Hindi against one speaking the Southern languages in all India.
There must be for all India a common language of inter-provincial
contact in addition to, not in the place of, the provincial language or
languages. It can only be Hindi-Hindustani. Some who altogether
dismiss the masses from their minds would regard English not
merely as an alternative but the only possible medium. This propo-
sition would be unthinkable but for the hypnotic influence of
foreign domination. For the masses of the South who must take
an ever-growing part in national affairs, what can be easier—learn-
ing Hindi which has many words in common with their languages
and which at once gives them access practically to the whole of the
North or learn English a wholly foreign tongue spoken only by a
select few? The choice really depends upon one’s conception of
swaraj. Ifitis to be of and for only the English-knowing Indians,
English is undoubtedly the common medium. Ifit is to be for
and of the starving millions, of the illiterate millions, of the illi-
terate women, of the suppressed untouchables, Hindi is the only
possible common language. Those who think like me will there-
fore welcome the report of the great progress made by Hindi
during the past twelve years of the existence of organized propa-
ganda. Here is the record of work during the period:

Number of those who have taken to the study of Hindi 4,00,000
5 ' ,» acquired a working knowledge

of it 2,50,000

’ ’ ,» appeared for our examinations 11,000

. . ,» passed the examinations 10,000

. readers published by the Sabha in its own press 3,00,000

’ ’ sold 2,50,000

Varieties of books published 35

(All of them have gone through numerous edi-
tions, one through 12.)

Number of centres at which Hindi has been taught so far 400
. ,» working now (total) 150

. . ,,» under direct control 25

s ,, where examinations were held in Feb. ’31 113

. teachers trained so far 250
Total funds raised and spent so far Rs.  2,50,000
" ’ »»  from North India Rs.  1,55,000
5 ’ ,, from South India Rs. 95,000

Let us hope that during this year of grace the progress will
be still more rapid and that the finance will be found wholly by
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the South. It will be a test of the desire of the South to learn
the national language and to make India one indivisible whole.

Young India, 18-6-1931

5. NOTES

SwaRra] FOrR CEYLON

A Ceylon correspondent asks the following strange questions!:

I do not know that Ceylon is a bankrupt island or that it is
necessarily bankrupt because it does not manufacture all its own
cloth or grow all the grains it eats. But assuming that Ceylon is
as the correspondent describes, it has? all the greater reason for be-
ing free. Possibly Ceylon’s economic condition is bad, if it is bad,
because of its dependence. I cannot conceive of a single occa-
sion when slavery or dependence can be preferable to swaraj or
freedom.

So far as India’s help is concerned, when India is free, whether
she will or no, her freedom will automatically spur Ceylon to deli-
verance, if it does not actually bring it. India’s freedom must mean
more freedom to her neighbours and even other countries in the
East as her slavery or dependence means a hindrance to their
growth. Disease among neighbours can never be an advantage.
And a diseased continent like India must be a perpetual menace
to her neighbours. Dependence is perhaps the greatest disease.
Mere physical illness is any day preferable to the illness of the soul.
The latter brings in its train all kinds of physical afflictions and
worse.

Young India, 18-6-1931

I Not reproduced here. The first question was whether an economically
dependent country should seek swaraj; and secondly, whether India would help
Ceylon in attaining freedom.

391

2 The source has ‘‘is



6. JAPANESE OR BRITISH?

That from the economic standpoint (and that is the only stand-
point important for the millions) boycott of Japanese cloth is much
the most important is clear from the following letter! from Sjt. H. P.
Modi, President, Bombay Mill-owners’ Association.

If therefore there is any laxity on the part of boycott workers,
they will remember that emphasis on boycott of British cloth
would be of no avail whatsoever from the economic view-
point. Incidentally one can see how British cloth has been hit by
Japanese cloth.

Young India, 18-6-1931

7. LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI

Borsap,
Before Morning Prayers, June 18, 1931

CHI. KUSUM,
I had not understood your message, but I did understand your
letter and felt unhappy. The very fact that there was no letter
from you suggested that you were running away from me. Whether
or not you should do that depends on you. Be wise and wake
up. You can come here any day you wish to.
We shall be leaving this place on the 23rd. I shall have to
go to Bombay for two days.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1822

I Not reproduced here. The correspondent had pointed out that the most
serious competitor of the Indian textile industry was Japan rather than Great Bri-
tain and that competition from Japan was as serious a menace to the Indian
industry as it was to Lancashire trade.



8. LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON

Borsap,
Fune 18, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

I thank you for your letter of the 10th inst. enclosing copy of
a letter from Messrs Ramjilal & Bros!. If the facts stated by them
are correct, I quite agree with you that picketing should be sus-
pended. I am therefore writing? to the local Congress Committee
to investigate the matter, telling them that unless they can satis-
factorily prove the relevant allegations made in Messrs Ramjilal’s
letter are incorrect, picketing should be suspended. I enclose copy
of my letter for your information.

Yours  sincerely,

Encl. 1

H. W. EmErson, Esq.

HoME SECRETARY TO THE (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
SimMLA

A.ILC.C. File No. 387, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

9. LETTER TO SECRETARY, CONGRESS COMMITTEE,
CAWNPORE

Borsap,
Fune 18, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

I enclose herewith copy of a letter received by the Central
Government from Messrs Ramjilal & Bros. If the allegations about
picketing are correct, it is a clear case for immediate suspension of
picketing. Unless, therefore, you can satisfactorily disprove the
allegations made in the 2nd and subsequent paragraphs of the

! Importers and dealers of foreign piece-goods, who had complained of
harassment and coercion by Congress pickets
2 Vide the following item.

8
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letter, you will, I hope, suspend picketing at once. I would like
you to wire! to me what action you propose to take.

Yours sincerely,

THE SECRETARY
LocaL ConcrEss COMMITTEE
CAWNPORE

Copy to Mr. Emerson.

A.IC.C. File No. 387, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

10. LETTER TO RAIHANA TYABYI
Fune 18, 1931

MY DEAR RAIHANA,

I trust your truthful nature too well to be shocked by any-
thing you say. But your thoughts are cloudy and confused. But
we cannot discuss the thing today. There is no hurry. Perhaps
the things will be clear because of your search and because of your
promise to do what I have advised for the sake of discipline though
not from conviction. Often an honest acceptance of discipline has
brought conviction. And so may it be with you. You did well in
writing to me so frankly.

Let me correct one belief of yours about me. You say, “I
know that you are too pure for sex-consciousness yourself.”” I wish
this was a true certificate. I am sorry to have to disillusion you.
I am trying to lose that consciousness. But I have not lost it.
Loss of that consciousness cannot be relative; it must be absolute.
I do not know any historical instance. It is difficult, I know, for
history to record such instances.

Love.

Baru

From a photostat: S.N. 9631

1 Vide footnote 2, p. 43.



11. LETTER TO V. K. SADAGOPACHARIAR

Borsap,
Fune 18, 1931

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter. I hope that you will vigorously defend
the case in the court and take all the legal steps that will be
necessary in order to vindicate your position. I am doing all I
can at this end but when the allegation is that there is a breach
of the Criminal Law, I am helpless. My function comes into
operation only when a breach of any part of the Settlement can
be proved. In this case therefore, unless picketing, admitted to
be peaceful, is prohibited, the Settlement cannot be utilized to
obtain relief!

Yours sincerely,

Syt. V. K. SADAGOPACHARIAR
PreEsiDENT, TaLuk CoNGRESsS COMMITTEE
TirurTANI (CHITTOOR DT.), S. INDIA

From a microfilm: S.N. 17308

12. LETTER TO FAMNALAL BAJAY

Borsap,
Fune 18, 1931

CHI. JAMNALAL,

Shah Mangaldas Harilal Gandhi, Fanaswadi, 2nd Lane,
Dadisheth Agiari Lane, Harilal Maneklal Gandhi’s Flats. This
gentleman is Shah Harilal Maneklal Gandhi’s son. One Surajbehn
regarded Shri Harilal as her father. He has all her money. His
present condition cannot be described as good. Surajbehn tells me
that at one time it was very good. I have written to Shri Harilal
and told him that it was not at all proper to keep a widow’s
money in a private firm, and that he should deposit it in the Bank

1 Tn a letter to C. Rajagopalachari which is not available, Gandhiji advised
him about the details of the action to be taken. The latter had placed these
before the Governor and hoped that favourable orders would be issued.

10
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of India and send Surajbehn a receipt in her name. I enclose
his reply. It is possible that there is no risk about the money.
But I feel worried. Request Shri Mangaldas to see you, or you
yourself should call on him, and ask him what the position is.
Get all the facts and see if you can persuade him to deposit the
money in the Bank. It is to be deposited in Surajbehn’s name.
Her jewellery is also in their custody. If possible, get that, too,
in your possession, or secure the Safe Deposit receipts for it,
which are in their possession. You will not immediately require
a letter of authority from Surajbehn. But wire to me if you
require one and I will send it. In any case arrange to see
Mangaldas immediately.
I am going there on the 24th to see those English friends.! I
shall be accompanied by Vallabhbhai.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2889

13. LETTER TO JAMNADAS GANDHI
Fune 18, 1931

CHI. JAMNADAS,

What I had in mind was that you should get the money from
the Vidyapith, but you should get your demand examined and
approved by Kakasaheb. Draw up a report and state the case as
you understand it, and send it to Kakasaheb saying that you are
sending it to him for his scrutiny. Are you sure you cannot post-
pone the plan now that everything is uncertain?

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 9325. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

1 Vide Vol. XLVI, ‘Letter to W. E. Lucas”, p. 385; also ‘“Young Euro-
peans’”, 2-7-1931.



14. LETTER TO PRESIDENT, CONGRESS COMMITTEE,
TIRUTTANI!

[Before fune 19, 193172

Gandhiji has asked picketers not to disobey the order as that would
amount to a breach of the Truce terms on the part of Congress, but he pro-
mises to correspond with the Home Secretary, Government of India.

Meanwhile Gandhiji has asked Tiruttani Congressmen to send him a
copy of the order and details regarding picketing movement in Tiruttani.

The Bombay Chronicle, 20-6-1931

15. LETTER TO H. W. EMERSON

Borsap,
Fune 19, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

Here are copies of letters received by Syts. Morarji Desai and
Durlabhji Desai, ex-Deputy Collectors for both of whom the
Central Government had advised the Bombay Government to give
pension or gratuity in lieu of pension. You will remember that
this was arranged because you had suggested to Lord Irwin that
it would be embarrassing for Provincial Governments to restore
officials of high rank to their original position. I remember your
having told me during our conversations in Simla® that the Bombay
Government had difficulty about giving anything to the two offi-
cials concerned. But I was unprepared for the letter according
to the enclosed copy. Both these gentlemen had applied not for
grace but in terms of the Settlement. May I therefore ask you to
advise the Bombay Government to carry out the Settlement in
respect of these two officials?

Yours sincerely,
A.I.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

1In reply to his question whether the local Magistrate’s order prohibiting
picketing of liquor shops should be disobeyed

2 The report appeared under the date-line “Madras, June 197

3 On May 13, 1931
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16. LETTER T0 H. W. EMERSON

Borsap,
Fune 19, 1931

DEAR MR. EMERSON,

I do not know whether you obtained legal opinion regarding
confiscated guns. Complaints are being received from many
places that these guns are not being restored. In most of these
cases, so far as I can see, the guns were possessed for defending
owners and their property against wild beasts. I have several
such cases from Karnatak.

Yours  sincerely,

A.I.C.C. File No. 16-B, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

17. LETTER TO CAPTAIN BARNES

Borsap,
Fune 19, 1931

DEAR CAPTAIN BARNESI,

I thank you for your very full letter. I was sorry to learn
that your health had broken down. I hope however that you
will be completely restored very soon. Your letter was redirected
to me from Sabarmati and so I got it just after Khan Saheb had
left me. He was with me quite a few days and for the first time
I came in intimate contact with him. My experience of him is that
he is a very sober and truthful man believing implicitly in non-
violence. Your letter however gives a different picture of him.
As he is still within reach I am sending a friend with a copy of
your letter for explanation and if there is anything further to tell
you I shall write again.

Could you please send me a copy of the drama referred to by

1 Sub-Divisional Officer for the Charsadda sub-division of Peshawar Dis-
trict in 1930; he wrote to Gandhiji on June 14, 1931 describing Abdul Ghaffar
Khan’s speeches as ‘‘inflammatory”.
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you with translation or without, if you cannot easily send me a
translation.

Yours sincerely,

CApPTAIN BARNES
Hamara CoTTAGE
Natariacarr, N.W.F.P.

A.ILC.C. File No. 16-C, 1931. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

18. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS

Private As AT SABARMATI,
Fune 19, 1931

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

I have your two letters, both of them quite like you. Here is
my answer to the moral questions you have placed. It is perfectly
true that I would have prohibition of foreign cloth by one blow
if I could manage it and would not feel that there was the slightest
trace of violence in it. At this conclusion I arrived in 1889 and
90 when I was studying in London and keenly following the con-
troversy between total prohibitionists and temperance reformers.
The former were led by Sir Wilfred Lawson who contended that
all public houses could be closed without any compensation being
paid to the keepers. The temperance party which was really the
party financed by the public-house keepers put up a strong and
successful fight for compensation and graduation. If a man is
making a living out of wrongdoing he gains no prescriptive right
and therefore is entitled to no compensation or consideration when
his business is stopped whether by the State or by his customers
refusing to deal with him. It is irrelevant to consider what would
happen to the many labourers who might be engaged uncon-
sciously in helping the wrongdoer. The assumption at the back
of this argument is that wrong must be righted at any cost and
that the harm that may temporarily seem to result to the wrong-
doer and his dependents is only apparent and that in the end he
and they are all the better for it. If such was not the case, many
a reform would become impossible. Of course it is open to you
to say that you will not put foreign-cloth trade on a level with
liquor or opium trade. But this is a matter of opinion.

If I was bolstering up the Bombay mills in any shape or form
it would undoubtedly be violence. But my conscience is quite
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clear on that point. I am not only not bolstering up the Indian
mills but I am fighting them in many matters. My intervention
has resulted in steady improvement of the conditions of labour.
If these mills interfered with khaddar I should desire their boycott
just as strongly as that of foreign mills.

The remedy for unemployment in England is not thoughtless
generosity of India but a complete realization by England of the
awfulness of exploitation of people, violently brought under sub-
jection by her, and consequent radical changes in her conception
of the standard of life and a return to simplicity. Has generosity,
in respect of a man more fortunate than himself, any meaning for
the man who is living in a state of chronic starvation?

The South African analogy you have quoted is improper.
What you regard as g<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>