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PREFACE

The period of less than four months (January 1-April 24,
1945) covered by the present volume does not in essential respects
differ from the period preceding it. The Congress Working
Committee, along with the thousands of active workers arrested
in 1942, continued to languish in captivity. (On the Govern-
ment’s own admission the number of political prisoners in February
was around 15,000.) Suppression of all political activity in all
provinces still remained the policy. Mass repression and resort
to draconian laws, especially in Bengal, Sind and to some extent
Bihar, further aggravated the situation, making any initiative
to end the deadlock well-nigh impossible.

The only developments of some constitutional interest were
the private initiatives of Bhulabhai Desai and Tej Bahadur
Sapru which in the end did not amount to much. When Bhula-
bhai Desai, leader of the Congress Party in the Central Assembly,
sought Gandhiji’s support for his efforts to negotiate with
Liaquat Ali Khan, the Muslim League leader, a formula that
would enable a coalition Government to be installed at the
Centre, Gandhiji was sceptical, but he was anxious to break
the political deadlock and for this purpose to gain the League’s
support for the release of the Working Committee members.
“You may,” he told Bhulabhai, “do what you think best. My
own thinking runs in the opposite direction to the parliamentary
one.” And he added the condition that ‘“‘the League should
join in the efforts to get the Working Committee released”
(pp. 10-11). However, under Bhulabhai’s proposals the members
of the Working Committee were not to be released till after the
interim government had been formed. The Viceroy’s advisers
saw in the proposals a ‘right-wing move” which provided
the British a golden opportunity to split the Congress. But the
British Cabinet were not sure about the credentials of Bhulabhai
Desai and wanted commitments from the Congress which Desai
had no authority to make.

A notable event during the period was the convening on
April 25 of the Conference at San Francisco that launched the
United Nations Organization. Gandhiji in a statement issued
on the eve of the Conference gave expression to the fear that
“behind the structure of world security sought to be raised
lurk mistrust and fear which breed war”. He urged the Allies
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to “shed their belief in the efficacy of war and its accompanying
terrible deception and fraud” and to “hammer out real peace
based on freedom and equality of all races and nations”. He
called for universal disarmament, with ‘““an international police
force to enforce the lightest terms of peace”. Declaring that
“exploitation and domination of one nation over another can have
no place in a world striving to put an end to all wars”, he
called for ‘“‘the complete freedom of India from all foreign
control” (pp. 389-90).

Gandhiji’s health had suffered a set-back. This caused worry
throughout the nation. When the volume opens we find him
informing anxious enquirers that he had got rid of the complaints,
except for the amoeba and hook-worm, “my old enemies’, that
he was “throwing off the poison”. He attributed the ailment
to his “sin in playing with Ayurveda’. He rejected the advice
that he should take to milk and daily enema—*I have lost faith
in daily or frequent enema’” (p. 9). He found diet and mud
packs more beneficial. (pp. 1,2,6,9,12, 16 and ) “I am trying,”
he wrote, ‘“‘to put myself under the unfailing Chief Medical
Officer and to act under His guidance. If I err in interpreting
His guidance, He is generous enough to correct me” (p. 26).
He took keen interest in nature-cure treatment, which ‘“‘means
going towards Nature, towards God. Let us see where I arrive”
(p. 17). His correspondence with nature-cure enthusiasts such as
Dinshaw Mehta, A.N. Sharma, Kameswararao Sarma and Anand
T. Hingorani brings out clearly his concern to make nature cure
into an instrument for serving the poor; it made him sad that
naturopaths disagreed and were also ‘“‘obstinate and even lazy”
(p. 51).

Gandhiji had sensed that though political freedom could not
be long delayed it would not by itself bring an answer to the
country’s manifold problems. ‘Freedom is bound to come,”
he said, “... But mere political freedom will not satisfy me ...
Independence of my conception means nothing less than the
realization of the ‘Kingdom of God within you and on this earth’.
I would rather work for and die in the pursuit of this dream
though it may never be realized” (p. 300). What he envisaged
was ‘“‘a moral non-violent revolution in all the departments of
life of a big nation, at the end of which castes and untouchability

. must vanish, differences between Hindu and Muslim must
become things of the past...and Princes and capitalists must
live as perfect friends with the whole mass of India as the real
and legal trustees of the people . ..” (p. 131). In concrete terms
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this meant the regeneration of villages, which “ought to become
prosperous in the real sense’. This prosperity was not to come
from outside; it should grow from within the villages as a result
of the labour of every villager (p. 24). The task thus was that
of harnessing the creative energies of the vast mass of rural India.
This task, Gandhiji was convinced, could be accomplished only
through a vigorous prosecution of the constructive programme,
and the theme underlined in the volume is the streamlining of
the constructive work of the various organizations such as the
A.I.S.A., A.I.V.I1. A,, the Kasturba Trust and the Hindustani
Talimi Sangh. The speeches Gandhiji made at the deliberations
of these bodies form the bulk of the items in the volume, apart
from the numerous letters.

These endeavours to reorganize constructive work were re-
garded by the British rulers with suspicion and unease. They
saw in them preparations for launching a civil disobedience
movement and in any case attempts to revive under other labels
the Congress, which had been declared an unlawful organization
in 1942. The Viceroy began sending concerned reports to London
and the Administration was instructed not to countenance these
activities. When in U. P. and Bihar a number of eminent leaders
were arrested on flimsy pretexts, Gandhiji was forced to protest.
Reiterating that ‘“‘there is no plan under the present conditions
to offer any form of mass civil disobedience”, Gandhiji warned
the Government against being too high-handed. “If things go
on as they are doing in India,”” he said in a statement, *
victory won at the expense of India will mean that, out of the
ashes of Fascism, Nazism and Japanese militarism will have arisen
a new monster that will seek to eat all it sees and in the attempt
will be eaten up, leaving I know not what” (pp. 130-2).

He called upon the workers engaged in the constructive
programme to ‘‘give expression to their faith not through words
but through deeds” (p. 305). While they should devote their
entire energies to making this programme a success, they were
not to mix politics with it. ‘“This mixing,”” he said, ‘“of poli-
tics and constructive work helps neither. I entirely concur with
the view that for full justice to be done to constructive work it
must stand on its own feet and should not be tied to political work”
(p. 297). The emphasis in the constructive programme was as
ever on khadi. Gandhiji was anxious that khadi should not “end
up by being merely an occupation for the poor” (p. 190), rather
it should become the symbol of a moral social order free from
exploitation. He called upon the workers not to be deterred
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from doing anti-untouchability work, out of fear that they might
come into conflict with Ambedkar’s followers, Gandhiji said:
“. .. we should not let ourselves be provoked or give up our
work because of it. We should reach their hearts and understand
their feelings . . . At the same time it will also be right if
those who consider anti-untouchability work as a part of the
political programme of the Congress pursue it as such.” The
political and social programmes were distinct, but both were
equally “‘religious”. And so it was explained : “Religious duty is
a very subtle and complicated thing. It is not a commodity
that can be bought and sold. Perpetual inner searching is needed
in order to discover it” (p. 298).

In Bengal, the people were starving amid surplus rice stocks.
The poor could find not a scrap of cloth to cover their backs.
Malaria had become endemic over wide areas. The agony in
certain districts, like Midnapore and Chittagong, was beyond
endurance. Gandhiji was most eager to rush to Bengal and
make common cause with the starving dumb masses. I want
to be with the people and touch their decaying bones” (p. 30).
He could not make the visit. The Governor, on instructions
from Delhi, would not permit him to visit Midnapore and
Gandhiji refused to accept the condition.

Gandhiji remained at Sevagram most of the time, deeply
involved in the affairs of the Ashram. “My true body,” he said
“is the Ashram. If the Ashram is nothing, then I am nothing”
(p. 323). There were disagreements and feuds among co-workers,
in which Gandhiji had to act as arbitrator. Since he was observing
silence, these consultations were carried on through the written
word. Thus we find him advising a co-worker not to be in a
hurry to accuse anybody, as that was “a sign of impatience
and irritability” (p. 59), to develop ‘“‘equipoise’” and live “in
conformity with social norms” (p. 84), to ‘“‘try and somehow
learn to exercise control over your voice’’ in an argument (p. 121),
to think before speaking and as far as possible to cultivate silence
(p. 241). “The secret of good life,” he tells him,“is strictness
with oneself and generosity to co-workers” (p. 41). He also
advises him on how best he can cultivate brahmacharya (pp. 44, 72
and 150) and to avoid condiments, even salt if possible (p. 73).
He advises another co-worker, in view of his ‘“‘state of mind” to
go away for a time—‘‘staying away at this time can only do
you good” (p. 274). He goes into the smallest details of the
Ashram administration. For distinguishing which utensils be-
longed to whom : “Instead of engraving people’s names on the
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utensils, they should be numbered. This is the practice in jails ...
By way of economy they could have cups made of leaves and
each may fashion ‘““for himself spoons of wood” (p. 310).

Gandhiji sometimes wondered whether the Ashram community
would get on better if he were not there. To an inmate he wrote :
“My desire to run away from here also has at the back of it the
consideration of the convenience of you all” (p. 151). Another
time he wrote to the same inmate: .. .if you decide that the
Ashram should be disbanded, I would consent to that too” (p. 84).

It had been clear to Gandhiji that a great nation such as
India could not hope to make any significant progress till it could
develop a language for national discourse to replace English
which could at best be understood by only a small elite. It was
apparent to him that only the language known as Hindi or Urdu—
depending on the kind of vocabulary used—could serve as this
common language. But the Urdu style was identified with the
Muslims, the Hindi style with the Hindus and the language
issue was thus used to further aggravate the tension between the
two communities. In the three speeches at the Hindustani
Prachar Sabha Conference (pp. 170-1, 176-7 and 178-80) Gandhiji
expounds his idea of Hindustani as the common language of the
Hindus and Muslims of North India, written in two different
scripts. He said : “Hindustani exists but we do not utilize it.
This is the age of Hindi and Urdu. These are two streams from
which the third will flow” (p. 179). He called upon all to learn
both the Devanagari and the Persian scripts and “at least one of
the scripts of the South also” (p. 177).

During the period covered by the volume the active pursuit
of brahmacharya as a cherished value came into special focus
because of what Gandhiji called his “‘experiment’’. The experiment
consisted—in the manner of athletes setting for themselves stiffer
and stiffer marks to cross—in his creating conditions of maxi-
mum temptation in which to pursue brahmacharya. The idea is
not new to Hindu tradition. It recalls the Asidhara Vrata, or the
sword’s-edge discipline, which some ancient sages speak of. In
the India of these times it could only shock people, as it did so
many of Gandhiji’s co-workers at Sevagram, and they voiced their
protest. Gandhiji tried to explain his position : “I deliberately
want to become a eunuch mentally. If I succeed in this then I
become one physically also” (p. 193). He explained how he
wanted to be wholly free from passion, so that he could contri-
bute more to the welfare of the world (p. 222). But if any of
the co-workers did not agree they were at liberty to leave him.

bRl
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“. .. anybody,” he said, “who wishes to leave is free to do so.
Let nobody think that it is his duty to stay on. Nobody should
remain . . . by suppressing his feelings (p. 218).

Leprosy relief had been one of Gandhiji’s abiding concerns.
When T. N. Jagadisan and Dr. R. B. Cochrane sought his assist-
ance for organizing the work in rural areas under the aegis of the
Kasturba Trust, he said : “You have preached to the converted.
. . .send a detailed plan with expenditure . .. No thanks needed”
(p. 114). The seed that was thus sown has grown into the Kasturba
Kusht Nivaran Nilayam in South Arcot District.

On the death of Romain Rolland, the French savant,
Gandhiji wrote : “. . . Romain Rolland is not dead. . . . He
lived for truth and non-violence . . . He responded to all suffer-
ing. He revolted against the wanton human butchery called
war” (p. 18).

He was deeply moved by English religious poetry—as is
shown by his advice to Munnalal Shah to read The Hound of
Heaven, telling him ‘“you will not be happy anywhere if you
turn your back upon the ‘Hound’  (p. 227).

Some stray reflections : “I don’t believe in ghosts. . . . It
is all right if Bhansalibhai believes in them. That does not
detract from his saintliness. But there is no reason to believe
that everything a saint says must be true. . . . The planchette
business is pure fraud” (p. 35).



NOTE TO THE READER

In reproducing English material, every endeavour has been
made to adhere strictly to the original. Obvious typographical
errors have been corrected and words abbreviated in the text
generally spelt out. Variant spellings of names have, however,
been retained as in the original.

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors.
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up
in small type and printed with an indent. Indirect reports of
speeches and interviews, as also passages which are not by
Gandhiji, have been set up in small type. In reports of speeches
and interviews slight changes and omissions, where necessary,
have been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji.

While translating from Gujarati and Hindi, efforts have been
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where
English translations are available, they have been used with such
changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity with the
original.

The date of an item has been indicated at the top right-hand
corner; if the original is undated, the inferred date is supplied
within square brackets, the reasons being given where necessary.
The date given at the end of an item alongside the source is that
of publication. The writings are placed under the date of publi-
cation, except where they carry a date-line or where the date of
writing has special significance and is ascertainable.

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents
available in the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya, Ahmedabad; G.N.
refers to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and San-
grahalaya, New Delhi; C. W. denotes documents secured by the
Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Appendices provide background material relevant to
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered
by the volume are also provided at the end.
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SHRIMAN NARAYAN (25-1-1945)

NOTE TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN (After 25-1-1945)
LETTER TO G. SITARAMA SASTRY (26-1-1945)
LETTER TO RANGANAYAKI (26-1-1945)

45
45
46
46
47
47
48
48
49
49
50
50
51
51
52
52
53
54
54
55
56
56
57
57
58
58
59
59
60
60
61
61
62
62
63
63
64
64
65
65
66
66
67



120

121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161

[ xviii ]

LETTER TO JAHJSUPERINTENDENTB GORAKHPUR
(26-1-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
SPEECH
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
AT
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

VITHAL L. PHADKE (26-1-1945)
MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI (26-1-1945)
GAJANAN NAIK (26-1-1945)

SHEELA (26-1-1945)

PRAYER MEETING (26-1-1945)
BHARATAN KUMARAPPA (27-1-1945)
G. V. MAVALANKAR (28-1-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (28-1-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (28-1-1945)

H. L. SHARMA (28-1-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (29-1-1945)
JAYA (29-1-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (29-1-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
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TO
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KAMALA LELE (30-1-1945)

ANAND T. HINGORANI (30-1-1945)
SHRIPAD JOSHI (After 30-1-1945)

GAURI (31-1-1945)

KHURSHED NAOROJI (31-1-1945)

RUKMINI BAJAJ (31-1-1945)

KANTILAL GANDHI (31-1-1945)
BHULABHAI J. DESAI (31-1-1945)

SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA (31-1-1945)

DISCUSSION WITH ANUGRAHA NARAYAN SINHA ( 31-1-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
ADVICE
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA (1-2-1945)
JAYA (1-2-1945)

NRISINHPRASAD K. BHATT (1-2-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (1-2-1945)
DAMAYANTI (1-2-1945)

V. G. SAHASRABUDDHE (1-2-1945)
E. S. PATWARDHAN (1-2-1945)
SANKARAN NAIR (1-2-1945)
MAHOMED BEG (Before 2-2-1945)
BHULABHAI J. DESAI (2-2-1945)
BHOLA NATH (2-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (2-2-1945)
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LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

SHRIKRISHNA SINHA (2-2-1945)
KAMALESH (2-2-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (3-2-1945)
DINSHAW K. MEHTA (3-2-1945)
BAJRANG SINGH (3-2-1945)
LADY CHHOTURAM (3-2-1945)
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NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (3-2-1945)

LETTER TO BHARATAN KUMARAPPA (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO V. VENKATASUBBAIAH (4-2-1945)
NOTE TO SUB-INSPECTOR OF POLICE, WARDHA (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO ARUN CHANDRA GUHA (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO AMRITLAL T. NANAVATI (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO CHANDRAPRAKASH (4-2-1945)
LETTER TO P. C. JOSHI (5-2-1945)

LETTER TO MANU GANDHI (5-2-1945)

LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI (5-2-1945)
LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (5-2-1945)
LETTER TO L. KAMESWARARAO SARMA (5-2-1945)
LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA (5-2-1945)

LETTER TO BRIJLAL NEHRU (5-2-1945)

LETTER TO CHANDRANI (5-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (5-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (5-2-1945)

LETTER TO P. SRIRAMULU (6-2-1945)

LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (6-2-1945)
LETTER TO ZABAKBEHN (6-2-1945)

LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI M. PATEL (6-2-1945)
LETTER TO ABHAY KUMAR (6-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (6-2-1945)
LETTER TO CHAKRAYYA (6-2-1945)

LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR (7-2-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (7-2-1945)
LETTER TO JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN (7-2-1945)
LETTER TO RAMASWAMI (7-2-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN (7-2-1945)

A NOTE (7-2-1945)

NOTE TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN (After 7-2-1945)
LETTER TO T. B. SAPRU (8-2-1945)

LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR (8-2-1945)
FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (8-2-1945)
LETTER TO KANAM GANDHI (8-2-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (8-2-1945)
LETTER TO DR. SYED MAHMUD (8-2-1945)
LETTER TO MADELEINE ROLLAND (9-2-1945)
LETTER TO JALBHAI RUSTOMJEE (9-2-1945)
LETTER TO RASIKLAL U. MEHTA (9-2-1945)
LETTER TO HARSHADA DIWANJI (9-2-1945)
LETTER TO BABA MOGHE (10-2-1945)
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LETTER TO A. N. SHARMA (10-2-1945)
LETTER TO SHAMALDAS GANDHI (10-2-1945)
LETTER TO KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (10-2-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (10-2-1945)
ADVICE TO LEPROSY RELIEF WORKERS (10-2-1945)
SPEECH AT SEVAGRAM (10-2-1945)

ASHRAM NOTE (11-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (11-2-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (11-2-1945)
LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (11-2-1945)
LETTER TO MRS. DAS (11-2-1945)

LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (12-2-1945)
LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (12-2-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (12-2-1945)
INTERVIEW TO GOVIND SAHAY (12-2-1945)
TELEGRAM TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA (14-2-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (14-2-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (14-2-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (15-2-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (15-2-1945)

A NOTE (15-2-1945)

LETTER TO BALTHUSNA (15-2-1945)

SPEECH AT SEVAGRAM (15-2-1945)

LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (16-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (16-2-1945)
LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA (17-2-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (17-2-1945)
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (17-2-1945)
FOREWORD TO ‘‘AMARAN BA’’ (18-2-1945)
LETTER TO ARUN CHANDRA GUHA (18-2-1945)
LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI (18-2-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (18-2-1945)
NOTE TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA (18-2-1945)
LETTER TO BABA MOGHE (18-2-1945)

LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA (19-2-1945)
LETTER TO GULZARILAL NANDA (19-2-1945)
LETTER TO KANTA R. VYAS (19-2-1945)
LETTER TO BALBHADRA (19-2-1945)
INTERVIEW TO N.W. F. P. DEPUTATION (19-2-1945)
TELEGRAM TO AMTUSSALAAM (20-2-1945)
LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (20-2-1945)
LETTER TO LAJ RALLIA RAM (20-2-1945)
LETTER TO MOHAMMAD YUNUS (20-2-1945)

112
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LETTER TO BHULABHAI J. DESAI (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. GHOSH (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO MAHADEV A. HINGORANI (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO CHANDI PRASAD VAIDYA (20-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIRAM PODDAR (20-2-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (21-2-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (21-2-1945)

LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (22-2-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (22-2-1945)

NOTE TO SHRIPAD JOSHI (22-2-1945)

NOTE TO ANAND T. HINGORANI (22-2-1945)

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING (22-2-1945)

TELEGRAM TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO RATHINDRANATH TAGORE (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO JAGANNATH (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO SHIV SHARMA (23-2-1945)

LETTER TO MEGHADEVI (23-2-1945)

A NOTE (24-2-1945)

LETTER TO SITA GANDHI (24-2-1945)

LETTER TO HARSHADA DIWANJI (24-2-1945)

LETTER TO K. M. MUNSHI (24-2-1945)

LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR (24-2-1945)

LETTER TO CHANDI PRASAD VAIDYA (24-2-1945)

NOTE TO RISHABHDAS RANKA (25-2-1945)

LETTER TO G. RAMACHANDRA RAO (25-2-1945)

CABLE TO VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT (26-2-1945)

LETTER TO MIRABEHN (26-2-1945)

LETTER TO DR. NIROD MUKHERJEE (26-2-1945)

LETTER TO SATYANARAYAN SINHA (26-2-1945)

ANSWERS TO T. B. SAPRU’S QUESTIONS (26-2-1945)

SPEECH AT ALL-INDIA HINDUSTANI PRACHAR SABHA
CONFERENCE-I (26-2-1945)

TELEGRAM TO DR. KHAN SAHEB (27-2-1945)
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LETTER TO SITARAM SASTRI (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO MAURICE FRYDMAN (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO S. D. SATAVLEKAR (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO KESHAV DEO MALAVIYA (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS BIRLA (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO DESHPANDE (27-2-1945)

SPEECH AT ALL-INDIA HINDUSTANI PRACHAR SABHA
CONFERENCE-II (27-2-1945)

SPEECH AT ALL-INDIA HINDUSTANI PRACHAR SABHA
CONFERENCE-III (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO SITA GANDHI (27-2-1945)

LETTER TO MAGANBHAI PAREKH (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO GAJANAN NAIK (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO DR. JIVRA] MEHTA (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO RAMA C. JOSHI (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO SHANTILAL B. PANDYA (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO INDIRA GANDHI (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO SITARAM (28-2-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO M. C. DAVAR (28-2-1945)

LETTER TO MARGARETE SPIEGEL (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO PREMA KANTAK (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO VICHITRA NARAYAN SHARMA (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO SHRIPAD JOSHI (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO DEVI PRASAD (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO K. N. KATJU (1-3-1945)

LETTER TO TEJWANTI (1-3-1945)

TELEGRAM TO URMILADEVI (2-3-1945)

TELEGRAM TO VACHCHHRAJBHAI DOSHI (2-3-1945)

LETTER TO ALLADI K. KRISHNASWAMY IYER (2-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (2-3-1945)

LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA (2-3-1945)

LETTER TO GHULAM HUSAIN HIDAYATULLAH (3-3-1945)

LETTER TO L. KAMESWARARAO SARMA (3-3-1945)

LETTER TO TARACHAND (3-3-1945)

LETTER TO SAROJINI NAIDU (3-3-1945)

LETTER TO RANDHEER NAIDU (3-3-1945)
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LETTER
LETTER
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LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
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FOREWORD
NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (4-3-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (4-3-1945)
NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (5-3-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
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B. G. KHER (3-3-1945)
NARANDAS GANDHI (3-3-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (3-3-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (3-3-1945)
KRISHNACHANDRA (3-3-1945)
GHANSHYAMSINGH (3-3-1945)
SHANTABEHN (3-3-1945)
VENKATESHWAR RAO (3-3-1945)
TO ““AHAR ANE POSHAN”’ (4-3-1945)

AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (5-3-1945)
DINSHAW K. MEHTA (5-3-1945)
GULBEHN D. MEHTA (5-3-1945)
JHAVERBHAI PATEL (5-3-1945)
MANZAR ALI SOKHTA (5-3-1945)

NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (5-3-1945)
INTERVIEW TO ORIENT PRESS (5-3-1945)

A LETTER (6-3-1945)

LETTER TO ADRIENNE (6-3-1945)

LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH (6-3-1945)
LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (6-3-1945)
LETTER TO SHRIMAN NARAYAN (6-3-1945)
NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (6-3-1945)
NOTE TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (6-3-1945)

FOREWORD TO “GANDHIJI’S CORRESPONDENCE WITH

THE GOVERNMENT’’ (7-3-1945)
FOREWORD TO ‘‘AHAR ANE POSHAN’’ (7-3-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO

TO JAYAKUNWAR M. DOCTOR (7-3-1945)
TO PURUSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS (7-3-1945)

TO
TO

MUNNALAL G. SHAH (7-3-1945)
MAGANLAL P. MEHTA (7-3-1945)

AMRIT KAUR (7-3-1945)
SHIV SHARMA (7-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (7-3-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (7-3-1945)

NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (7-3-1945)

LETTER TO JAYAKUNWAR M. DOCTOR (8-3-1945)
LETTER TO CHAKRAYYA (8-3-1945)

LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA (8-3-1945)
LETTER TO RAMDAS GULATI (8-3-1945)

NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (8-3-1945)
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A NOTE (After 8-3-1945)

LETTER TO T. B. SAPRU (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO V. VENKATASUBBAIAH (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO JANAKDHARI PRASAD (9-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (9-3-1945)

NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (9-3-1945)

INTERVIEW TO ANDHRA DEPUTATION (9-3-1945)

LETTER TO V. A. SUNDARAM (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO RATHINDRANATH TAGORE (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO APAJI AMIN (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO ANNAPURNA C. MEHTA (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO AMRITLAL V. THAKKAR (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO RUPAVANTI (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO B. G. KHER (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO BABA MOGHE (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO CHIMANDAS ISARDAS (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO P. C. GHOSH (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO BALKRISHNA SHARMA (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO SHANTABAI KALE (10-3-1945)

LETTER TO SUBRAMANIAM (10-3-1945)

TELEGRAM TO RAMESHWARI NEHRU (On or after 10-3-1945)

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS (11-3-1945)

LETTER TO KANAM GANDHI (11-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (11-3-1945)

LETTER TO DR. RAMBHAU BHOGE (11-3-1945)

NOTE TO GOPE GURBUXANI (11-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (On or after 11-3-1945)

LETTER TO DURGABAI (12-3-1945)

LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI (12-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (12-3-1945)

LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH (12-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (12-3-1945)

LETTER TO MAURICE FRYDMAN (13-3-1945)

LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM AND KANCHAN M. SHAH
(13-3-1945)

LETTER TO KEDARNATH CHATTERJEE (13-3-1945)

LETTER TO SARASWATI GANDHI (13-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (13-3-1945)

LETTER TO UTTAMCHAND GANGARAM (14-3-1945)
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LETTER TO ATULCHANDRA M. GHOSH (14-3-1945)

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

TO
TO
TO

ALLADI K. KRISHNASWAMY IYER (14-3-1945)
GULZARILAL NANDA (14-3-1945)
DR. B. B. YODH (14-3-1945)

NOTE TO KRISHNACHANDRA (14-3-1945)
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JAINARAYAN VYAS (14-3-1945)
RISHABHDAS RANKA (14-3-1945)
J. R. D. TATA (15-3-1945)

M. S. KELKAR (15-3-1945)

JAYA (15-3-1945)

LILAVATI ASAR (15-3-1945)
MUNNALAL G. SHAH (15-3-1945)
CHAKRAYYA (15-3-1945)
TARACHAND (15-3-1945)

G. D. BIRLA (15-3-1945)

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI (15-3-1945)
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1. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 1, 1945

MY DEAR C. R.,

This is the first letter to you on Ist January in the place of
speaking to you. I shall speak only at the time of opening the
prayer at 7.30. My sin in playing with Ayurveda has laid me low.
Now I am weak because according to the law of natural science
I am throwing off the poison. Don’t you be anxious for me.

Love.
Baru
SHRI C. RAJAGOPALACHARI
Bazurrar Roap, Tavacaraya NAcar
Mapras
From a photostat : G.N. 2100
2. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI
SEVAGRAM,

Fanuary 1, 1945

CHI. DEVDAS,

Having written my first letter to Rajaji I now write this to
you. Do not at all worry on my account. I am paying for
my sins. I had too much of Ayurveda and I suffered. And now
I am slowly throwing off the poison. I have therefore grown very
weak but I am watching the developments. Hook-worm and
amoeba, my old enemies, won’t leave me.

All this is but flushing out the poison that I had taken. I
do not know what other suffering is in store for me. I shall go on
doing as God dictates. You should not worry. Ramdas! has come.

And now Nimu? too.
Blessings from

Baru

Devpas GanDHI
New DEeLrHI
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Ramdas Gandhi, addressee’s elder brother
2 Nirmala, wife of Ramdas Gandhi
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3. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 1, 1945

CHI. RAJKUMARI,

This is merely in answer to yours received at 4 p.m. after my
3 postcards had gone. This therefore though written today will
be posted probably tomorrow.

Yes, a happy New Year to you, such happiness as you can
derive from within. Happiness without there is none so far as I
can see.

I have your two dhotis. I am wearing them, too. They are
fine. But the real fineness comes from the knowledge that the
handiwork is yours so far as yarn is concerned.

Yours with love
Baru

From the original : C.W. 3694. Courtesy : Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6503

4. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI
FJanuary 1, 1945

You should not worry. I have fallen ill through my own sins.
I indulged a little too much in Ayurveda and am paying the
price. Now I am bed-ridden because according to the law of
nature I am throwing off the poison. I am all right. Get well
soon.
[From Gujarati]
Bapuni Prasadi, p. 205



5. LETTER TO E. W. ARYANAYAKUM

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 3, 1945

DEAR A. N.,

I have heard that you want to take in someone sent by Akbar
but want the Ashram to pay for his upkeep. This is wrong
and after I am gone the whole thing will close down. It must
not be so. The first 14 years may pay in the end, but altogether
in the end. But the adult education and the preparation of school
masters should pay from the beginning, barring of course the ex-
pense of the permanent teaching staff. I can argue this out and
prove it but I must not do so now. It will tax me unnecessarily.
I hope that all those whom we have taken just now have been
taken on that basis.

If they have not, the matter requires re-thinking out. I have
not allowed the mind to lie quite fallow all this month.

Yours,
M. K. GanpHI
ARYANAYAKUM
SEVAGRAM
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
6. LETTER TO Y. M. PARNERKAR
SEVAGRAM,

Fanuary 3, 1945

BHAI PARNERKAR,

The new gentleman who has been sent over to look after the
A.[I.] Goseva Sangh must give us full service if he is strong
and useful and if we need him. In that case he should draw
as much as he needs for his maintenance and it should be borne
by the goshala. If he is not useful he will be a burden to the
Goseva Sangh and will not learn anything. If we do not adopt
such a policy the G. S. S. will become just another mushroom in-
stitution which we should not allow to happen. For after my
death all such ventures are sure to close down. We must never

3



4 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

let it happen. I am not in a position to talk, hence it is better
that I write out what I think.
Blessings from
Baru

PARNERKAR
GOSHALA
SEVAGRAM

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

7. LETTER TO SATYAVATI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 3, 1945

CHI. SATYAVATI!,

I am sorry that your disease is getting worse. But that might
be God’s will. What does it matter? The body is transient. It
has to perish one day. We must do as much as we can.

By all means defy all orders. Tell them plainly that you
wish to go home, and if it is possible take some treatment there.
Do come here if you so wish. I am to some extent an invalid;
but that makes no difference. Dr. Sushila is here and there are
other friends too. Now the air also is good.

I shall be content if you die in my arms. But if you live,
well, what more can one ask! Chand will write the rest.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original : C.W. 10235. Courtesy : Brijkrishna Chandiwala

1 Granddaughter of Swami Shraddhanand



8. LETTER TO MOHAN PARIKH AND ANASUYA PAREKH

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 4, 1945

CHI. MOHAN! AND ANASUYAZ,
Unfortunately for me I did not even see the letter to which
I am replying though it was read out to me. It was torn up.?
It was good news that you two were engaged to be married. For
me, marriage is not a means of enjoyment but a field for practising
dharma. It is an important ashrama dharma among the four
ashrama dharmas. Hardly anybody looks upon it as such. Everybody
looks upon it as a means of enjoyment. I hope that you two will
bind yourselves with it regarding it as a dharma and will inspire
each other to follow the path of service.
Blessings to you both from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9190

9. LETTER TO KUNVARJI K. PAREKH

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 4, 1945

CHI. KUNVARJI,

I had just got up from bed when I received your letter.
Pyarelal read it out to me and threw it into the waste-paper
basket. Then Narahari came and I was reminded of it. I also felt
a little strong and sat down to write this. You have all my good
wishes for this alliance. I could not imagine a better choice
than this for Anasuya. The marriage has my sincere blessings.
I have written* to Mohan and Anasuya. Bhai Narahari will

I Narahari D. Parikh’s son

2 Kunvarji Parekh’s daughter

3 Narahari Parikh however says that the letter was later found and was
read by Gandhiji.

4 Vide the preceding item.
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send you a copy of that letter too. He will also do whatever else
is necessary.
Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9752. Also C.W. 731. Courtesy :

Navajivan Trust

10. LETTER TO SITA GANDHI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 4, 1945

CHI. SITAl,

I have your few letters. Now that my month? is over I am
writing these few lines. Now a month of physical weakness has
begun. I am reaping what I sowed. I went on taking Ayur-
vedic medicines without thinking and had to suffer the consequences.
I am now getting rid of the poison. I am daily improving and
getting stronger. There is very little cough. The pain in the
ribs has also practically disappeared. After reading and showing
this letter to the people there, post it to Natal so that I do not
have to write a separate letter.

Chi. Manilal served me with great devotion. Let us see now
when Sushila comes to take his place.

I am glad that you are studying hard. Taking care of your
health you may work as hard as you can. It will not matter if it
takes a little longer.

Blessings to everybody there.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4943

1 Daughter of Manilal Gandhi
2 Of work-fast



11. LETTER TO SUMITRA GANDHI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 4, 1945

CHI. sumI!,

Though there is no letter from you Ramdas wrote to me
about you.

First, about your eyes. You should not be in a hurry to
pass the examination. You may do as much work as you can,
while taking care of your health and your eyes. It should be
enough for you that you are not idling away.

Then, about gold bangles. What will you do with them?
There can be bangles made of yarn, sea shells, glass, copper,
silver, gold, pearls, diamonds, and so on. But what use are they to
you? Your bangles should be in your heart. That alone is the
real lasting adornment. All else is false. If nevertheless you can-
not do without them you may put on any kind of bangles that
you want and your parents can get for you. Consider how it will
affect the poor. Do what your heart prompts you to do. Only
hear what I say. Write to me.

Blessings from
Baru

SumitTRrA RAaMDAS GANDHI
Prrant

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

I Daughter of Ramdas Gandhi



12. LETTER TO THE HEAD MISTRESS,
BALIKA VIDYALAYA, PILANI

SEVAGRAM,
FJanuary 4, 1945

Heap MisTRESS
PiLant ScHooL
THE HEAD MISTRESS,

Please find enclosed a letter! for Sumitra Gandhi. Please see
its contents and pass it on to her. Since her eyes are weak her
diet needs some attention.

Please tell Lakshmibehn? and Chi. Mathuri® to write to me.

Yours,

M. K. Ganpur

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

13. LETTER T0 F. C. KUMARAPPA

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 5, 1945

MY DEAR K.,

It has cost me much trouble to see you free.* You are
naughty to have been so ill. Poor S.5 is going after you. She tried
to establish connection from here. Now she and Munnalal will
try from Nagpur to establish connection with you or Zaverbhai
before going further.

Meanwhile love.

Baru
From a photostat : G.N. 10167

1 Vide the preceding item.

2 Widow of N. M. Khare, an inmate of Sabarmati Ashram
3 Daughter of N. M. Khare

4 The addressee had been imprisoned in the Jabalpur jail.

5 Sushila Nayyar



I14. LETTER TO THOMAS COOK & SON
Fanuary 5, 1945

Ref. Your letter No. TT/CB2708 (Foreign Exchange Dept.),
dated 11-12-1944

DEAR SIRS,
With reference to your above-mentioned letter enclosing a re-
ceipt in duplicate of even date for Rs. 3,000 in my favour, I have
to inform you that I have authorized Messrs Bachhraj & Co.,
Ltd., Bombay, to collect the amount from you.
Yours truly,
M. K. GanpHI
Messrs Tros. Cook & Son, Ltp.
P. O. Box No. 46
BomBay
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

15. LETTER TO DINSHAW K. MEHTA

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 5, 1945
CHI. DINSHAW,

I have read your telegrams. I like them. I fellill owing to my
own folly. Now I am taking only the nature-cure treatment
which I know. I am throwing off the poison of Ayurveda. I am
improving daily. If I called you now I would take your full treat-
ment. But I cannot bring myself to have faith in the experiment
of milk and I have lost faith in daily or frequent enema. I have
come to believe that diet and mud-packs are more beneficial.
I shall not take up your time merely for the sake of the massage.
I shall consult you through letters if I feel the need. Please go
on doing your own work. I am of course giving it thought.

I hope Ardeshir! is well.
Blessings from

Baru
Dr. Dinsuaw MEHTA
Poona
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Addressee’s son



16. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 5, 1945

CHI. DEVDAS,

I have your telegrams, etc. I like the forbearance you have
shown. You would laugh if you were here. I am paying for
my folly. Ayurveda is not for me, just as doctors are not. I am
getting rid of the poison with my own treatment. I shall see
what is to be done about the hook-worm and the amceba after
I recover. I am improving daily.

It seems Dr. Dinshaw’s trust has not yet come into being.
It will be good if it takes shape soon. It has taken too long. I
hope Lakshmi and the children are all well.

I have written to Chi. Sumi.!

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

17. NOTE TO BHULABHAI J. DESAI?

Fanuary 5, 19453

I understand all that you say. I have trust in you. You
know the parliamentary mind. You also know the minds of
our people. You may, therefore, do what you think best. My
own thinking runs in the opposite direction to the parliamentary
one. But I know that there is, and will remain, room for both
points of view in the Congress. You may, therefore, go ahead
without fear. Let nobody take cover behind this note. Everybody
should form an opinion independently and act accordingly. But
tell them that I am not against the scheme. This note may be
used.

1 Vide p. 7.

2 Bhulabhai Desai, leader of the Congress Party in the Central As-
sembly, had been carrying on negotiations with Liaquat Ali Khan, Deputy
Leader of the Muslim League in the Central Assembly, with a view to
forming a Congress-League coalition at the centre and had sought Gandhiji’s
advice. Gandhiji communicated his views in writing.

3 From Gandhijini Dinwari
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LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA 11

As regards the Hindu-Muslim question, you may do what
you can. I would welcome a Congress-League Ministry along the
lines I have suggested. I would also welcome co-operation be-
tween them in the parliamentary programme. But you should
obtain authorization for it from the Working Committee. Without
that I think it will be risky to come to a final agreement. The
League should join in the efforts to get the Working Committee
released. In my view it will be a test of its sincerity. I should
not like you to let yourself be persuaded on just any terms.

This draftis for your perusal. You may suggest any emenda-
tions or additions that occur to you. I will make the changes if
I like them.

I now wish to rest for a while. Meanwhile think things over
and let me know.!

From the Gujarati original : Bhulabhai Desai Papers. Courtesy :
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

18. LETTER TO RAGHAVDAS

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 5, 1945

BHAI RAGHAVDAS?,

What is this? The golden remedy is Ramanama. Recite it
from the heart. Let me know what medicine the local vaidya
prescribes. I also have some good vaidyas. Get well.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

19. LETTER TO BALVANTSINHA

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 5, 1945

BHAI B. S.,

I have your letter. I am quite well. Your work was sure
to proceed well. I have never found you wanting in diligence.
Don’t leave Satis Babu’s work incomplete.

1 For the steps proposed for the formation of an Interim Government,
vide Appendix I.

2Baba Raghavdas, a Gandhian worker from Maharashtra settled in
Gorakhpur district of U. P.
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By all means go to Khurja for a few days from there and
then come here. There is work here too and there is not. Get
well.

Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

20. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 7, 1945
CHI. MIRA,

I have gone through your letter.

Pray do not disturb yourself on my behalf believing that I am
consciously in God’s good hands. I have suffered for my sins in
over-believing Ayurveda physicians. Now I am treating myself
and have shed poison. I am really much better.

But you are yourself unwell. I do not mind. The same
law applies to you as to me. You will be well again.

I do not mind the suggested changes. Experience will teach
you and you will be right in the end. Do come when you can
and you will do well and see many new things and possibly pick
up workers.

Love.

Baru
From the original : C.W. 6502. Courtesy : Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9897

21. LETTER TO CHIEF SECRETARY, C. P. GOVERNMENT
Fanuary 7, 1945

THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE C. P. GOVERNMENT
NAGPUR

Re : Nalwadi and Paunar Ashrams
SIR,

As my work-fast is now over I write this to remind you of
my letter! of 20-11-1944, and ask for a reply thereto. The pro-
perty in question is not only going to increasing waste but

I Requesting that Nalwadi and Paunar Ashrams, which had been confiscated

by the C. P. Government, be returned to their trustees; vide Vol. LXXVIII,
p- 323.



NOTE TO TARA N. MASHRUWALA 13

so much useful and creative labour is being lost for what may
be termed want of human consideration.
I am,
Yours faithfully,
M. K. GanpHI

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

22. LETTER TO PARAMANAND K. KAPADIA
[Fanuary 7, 19451

This is just to give you my blessings. I shall not condole
with you. Father has cast off the body and become one with the
elements. What is there in it to grieve over ?

Blessings from

Baru
SRl PARAMANAND KuNvarjr Karabpia
T. BHAVNAGAR
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 11589
23. NOTE TO TARA N. MASHRUWALA
SEVAGRAM,

Fanuary 7, 1945

What improvement can I suggest in a scheme to which Bhai
Kishorelal has put his seal? The scheme, of course, has my
blessings, especially because it is for women’s uplift.

Blessings from
Baru

TARABEHN MASHRUWALA
AxkoLA

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 This is a postscript to Narahari D. Parikh’s letter of this date to the
addressee.



24. LETTER TO A. N. SHARMA

SEVAGRAM,
January 8, 1945

MY DEAR SHARMA,

Acted upon by you I have banked high on the spiritual and
nature-cure attainments of our friend.! I now understand that
the patients fasted well but are now unable to pick up strength.
As you know the patients are from the picked ones. Of course
I do not know, but you should know the reactions here and do

the needful.
You know that Chakrayya is being suited, according to his

letters.
For me I am apparently flourishing on my own nature cure.

Love.
Yours,

Baru

Dr. A. N. SHARMA
PRAKRITI ASHRAM
BuiMAVARAM (ANDHRA)

From a microfilm. Courtesy : National Archives of India. Also Pyarelal

Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

25. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 8, 1945

CHI. SHARMA,
I have your letter. I shall hear what you have to say but
my faith in your ability is diminishing. I find that you do not
meet any naturopaths. You now fight shy of coming here. I
have been of the opinion that a naturopath should be so en-
dowed that he can mix well with others and be completely free
from pride and anger. I feel you have both in good measure.

1 Krishnaraju, who was giving nature-cure treatment to Anand T.
Hingorani, Gokhale and Babaji Moghe. Vide Vol. LXXVIII, p. 384.
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LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR 15

Still, you should go on doing your work. Produce results
and remove my doubts and fears. The money you have been
paid, you have been paid. From now on I am not going to beg
for donations for you. You are quite capable of raising funds.
So collect the funds and carry on your work. Win the trustee’s
confidence. I am observing silence.

Blessings from
Baru

HirALAL SHARMA
Knurjya, U. P.

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

26. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 9, 1945
CHI. AMRIT,
I should be no cause of worry. I am in God’s hands and
that should be more than enough. I am daily gaining ground.
So Beryl is fixed up. She has sent me a handwritten book
“Khalil Gibran” and handspun.
I have not written hitherto. If you think I now can, you
may hand her the enclosed.
Love.
Baru
[PS.]
Don’t worry about yourself either, come what will. I envy
you your snow.
This is supposed to be the best part in Simla. So said Valji
Desai.

Rajgkumart AMRIT KAUR
SmMra

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal



27. LETTER T0 BERYL

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 9, 1945

MY DEAR BERYL,

So you are at last fixed up. I hope the choice is good. Do
write everything to me.

I prize your khadi and more so your handwritten “Khalil
Gibran”. I have commenced reading it.

Do write to me all about Mother. She has suffered. R. K.
has told me all about her.

Love and kisses.

Baru
BEeRrRYL
Cl/o Rajrumar:r AmriT KAUr
SIMLA
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
28. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA
SEVAGRAM,

FJanuary 9, 1945

CHI. GHANSHYAMDAS,

I read all your letters or have them read out to me.

I have not got myselfinvolved in Ayurveda in an unscientific
way. Such as it is it is all we have. It would therefore be well
if we could take Ayurveda to the villages. I had faith in Pandit
Shiv Sharma and I took this treatment. There was no other
way of knowing his limitations. Having realized his limitations, I
felt I should retrace my steps from the point where I had erred.
So I took recourse to my naturopathy. There is very little room for
going wrong in naturopathy. Every day I only gain something.
If you come here and see it for yourself all your fears will be
dispelled. I am feeling very much better indeed. As for the
hook-worm and amceba I have told the doctors that I will take
their treatment. I shall be in a better position to think about it
after I get rid of whatever little weakness I still feel.

16



LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI 17

I do not need any change of place. If I do, I shall go
to Bombay or Panchgani or, maybe, Poona. I would like to go to
Delhi and yet I feel hesitant. I shall not insist, though. I shall
go to Delhi if you take me there in connection with the Kasturba
Fund. I shall go wherever you take me.

It is absolutely necessary to have a deed about Dinshaw.

Blessings from
Baru

From the Hindi original : C.W. 8063. Courtesy : G. D. Birla

29. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 9, 1945

CHI. ANAND,

I have your letter. What does it matter whether your ear
heals or not? The more we trust in God the happier shall we be.
The vaidyas, etc., are there, but they keep us away from
God. That is why I preferred to send you three there. Nature-
cure treatment brings us nearer to God. Even if we give that up
I have no objection but why should we avoid fasting?! Nature-
cure treatment means going towards Nature, towards God. Let us
see where I arrive. I shall do as I feel prompted.

Blessings to all of you from
Baru

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India and
Anand T. Hingorani

1 Vide also ‘‘Letter to A. N. Sharma”, p. 14.
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30. TRIBUTE TO ROMAIN ROLLAND!

WARDHA,
Fanuary 10, 1945

Having been once bitten, I am too shy to believe in Ro-
main Rolland’s reported death. But it seems that this report is
true. And yet for me as for many millions, Romain Rolland
is not dead. He truly lives through his famous writings and
perhaps more so through his many and nameless deeds. He lived
for truth and non-violence as he saw and believed them from
time to time. He responded to all suffering. He revolted
against the wanton human butchery called war.

The Hitavada, 12-1-1945

31. LETTER TO KUNDAR DIWAN
Fanuary 10, 1945

BHAI KUNDAR,
Here are a few words? from me. Call them what you will
and print them if you want. Your preface of course is good.
Let it stay.
Blessings from
Baru

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

32. FOREWORD TO “TUKARAMEKI RASHTRAGATHA”

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 10, 1945

Dr. Indubhushan Bhingare had published earlier the first
edition of Sant Tukaramki Rashtragatha. The present edition is the
revised one. My knowledge of Marathi is very slight. I like
Tukaram very much. But I could read only a few of his abhangas

1 Romain Rolland died on December 30, 1944, in Vezelay, France.
2 Vide the following item.

18



A FOREWORD 19

without effort. I therefore passed on Dr. Bhingare’s selection to
Kundarji Diwan who took great pains to go through the whole
thing.

The Gatha needed a fitting picture. Dr. Bhingare had selected
a cheap one. It hurt me very much. I sent it to Shri Nandalal
Bose, the renowned Santiniketan artist. He has been kind enough
to send me four pictures of Tukaram to go with the abhangas. 1
sent the one that I thought the best among them to Bhingare
and it will be published in this edition.

I hope this edition will command the respect of people.

M. K. Ganpur
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

33. A FOREWORD

Fanuary 10, 1945

The Ishavasya gripped me during my Harijan tour! of Tra-
vancore. All my speeches invariably included the first verse of
this Upanishad: ‘““All that is is pervaded by God. It all belongs to
Him, therefore nothing belongs to you. But in a way it is yours
too. But why get caught in the argument? Renounce all, and all
is yours. Nothing will remain in your hands if you regard any-
thing as yours.” This was the note with which I concluded my
Travancore tour and I felt that I had come by a treasure. I
told Vinoba and requested him to give me a simple Hindi
rendering of the Ishavasya. As is his wont he granted my request.
The result is this translation.

M. K. GanpuI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1Tn January 1937; vide Vol. LXIV.



34. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 10, 1945

CHI. DAUGHTER A. S.,

I have read your letter to Sushilabehn.

If you must come here, come when you find the time.

Your falling ill is not good and is contrary to our pact.
Dying is not an ideal. Indulging in such things is false attach-
ment. You must free yourself from that.

Do preside over the meeting if you wish. But your giving
a lecture on the basis of a note sent from here is pointless. You
should give to the meeting what you have digested.

If the officer has sent you the money without attaching any
conditions, I see no harm in your accepting itl. It is different
that having gone into the matter further I may suggest something
else. Your worrying about my health shows that you know
neither God nor me. If you knew God, you would realize that
you, I and everyone else are solely in His hands. If you knew
me, you would know that I take every possible precaution. There
are lapses nonetheless, but what can one do about it. However,
I am maintaining good health. Under any circumstances you
need not worry.

I repeat you may come any time you wish.

You have nothing to do with the 26th of January. You are
all the time doing that work.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 489

1 The Collector of Comilla had offered one thousand rupees to the Kas-
turba Seva Mandir for relief work.

20



35. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA
Fanuary 10, 1945

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

I have your two letters before me. Enclosed please find
some letters. Parnerkar’s sister’s son passed away. It is a sad
thing. I understand about Anantramji. It would be good if he
could grow leafy vegetables. Find out how much land Arya-
nayakum requires and where. In my opinion he should be given
whatever he wants. I may have left something unanswered; but
only this much for now.

Blessings from
Baru

From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 4454

36. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
[Before Fanuary 11, 19451

[QuesTion] : If it is possible to meet the Working Committee, will you
try to persuade the Working Committee to accept this plan2?

[ANswWER]: Yes.
Q. What are your arguments in favour of this plan?

A. After my talks with Jinnah, Jinnah told many people
that Gandhi had not even mentioned Interim Government. Bhula-
bhai’s effort is a reply to this. But if the intentions of the
League are not genuine, nothing will come out of it.

Q. What happens if the Viceroy uses his veto over the head of the
Congress and the League?

A. In that case there will be an agreement between Bhula-
bhai and Liaquat Ali that the Government will resign.

Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, Vol. 1, Book I, p. 119
1 According to the source the conversation took place before the Bhula-

bhai-Liaquat Ali Pact was concluded on January 11, 1945.
2 Of a Congress-League coalition at the Centre; vide Appendix I.
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37. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

SEVAGRAM,
FJanuary 11, 1945
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

I have read the whole thing. It is good. There are many

instances of repetition; these can be avoided. A few things have
been left out, but that does not matter.

I am sending Ramjibhai’s letter on to him. It seems good.
Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 4455

38, LETTER TO RAMFIBHAI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 11, 1945
BHAI RAM]JI,

Owing to my illness I could not answer your letter sooner.
Your resentment is not justified. You are an indefatigable wor-
ker; therefore, you will certainly go on working and that is good.
Still I am sending you the frank letter from Chi. Krishnachandra.
You may come if you feel like it after you have read the letter.

Blessings from
Baru
RawmjiBHAT

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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39. LETTER TO INDUBHUSHAN BHINGARE

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 11, 1945

BHAI BHINGARE,
I send herewith the manuscript of my foreword! and a
picture. Please send me the proofs of my foreword.
I have other pictures. If you want to publish them at ap-
propriate places write to me. I shall send them.

Yours,
M. K. GanpHI
Dr. BHINGARE
MauaL
NaGpPUuRr

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

40. SPEECH AT HINDUSTANI TALIMI SANGH
CONFERENCE?

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 11, 19453

DR. ZAKIR SAHEB, ARYANAYAKUMJI, SHRIMATI ASHADEVI AND
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

I had hoped to speak a few words while opening this Con-
ference, but God had willed otherwise. I had to observe silence
because of a cough, and other things. Therefore I have written
down what I wanted to say.

Although we have been working for Nayee Talim all these
years, we have so far been, as it were, sailing in an inland sea
which is comparatively safer. We are now leaving the shoals
and heading for the open sea. So far our course was mapped

1 Vide pp. 18-9.
2 The four-day conference, attended by more than 200 educationists, was
held under the presidentship of Zakir Husain, who read out Gandhiji’s

speech.
3 From The Hindu, 11-1-1945
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out. We have now before us uncharted waters, with the Pole
Star as our only guide and protection. That Pole Star is village
handicrafts.

Our sphere of work now is not confined to Nayee Talim
of children from seven to fourteen years; it is to cover the whole
of life from the moment of conception to the moment of death.
This means that our work has increased tremendously. Yet
workers remain the same. But that should not worry us. Our
guide and companion is Truth which is God. He will never
betray us. But Truth will be our help only if we stand by it
regardless of everything. There can be in it no room for hypo-
crisy, camouflage, pride, attachment or anger.

We have to become teachers of villagers; that is to say, we
have to become their servants in the true sense. Our reward
if any, has to come from within and not from without. It
should make no difference to us whether in our quest for Truth
we have any human company or not. Nor does Nayee Talim depend
on outside financial help. It must proceed on its own way,
whatever critics might say. I know that true education must be
self-supporting. There is nothing to feel ashamed of in this. It
may be a novel idea if we can make good our claim and demon-
strate that ours is the only method for the true development of
the mind. Those who scoff at Nayee Talim today will become
its ardent admirers in the end and Nayee Talim will find universal
acceptance.

Seven lakhs of our villages, which are today the symbol
of our poverty in every sense, ought to become prosperous in the
real sense. This prosperity will not come from outside; it will
grow from within the villages as a result of the labour of every
villager. Whether this is a mere dream or a practical reality,
this is the goal of Nayee Talim and nothing short of it. May
the God of Truth help us to realize it.

I have gone through the balance-sheet of the Talimi Sangh.
It shows that whatever we have spent has been spent with due
care and consideration. It is a brief document. I hope everyone
will go through it carefully.

The question of language as such does not fall within the
scope of Nayee Talim but the question of the medium of instruc-
tion does and that must always be the mother tongue. This point
cannot be over-emphasized. Equally important is the question of
a national or all-India language. It can never be English. English
is undoubtedly the language of the rulers and of international
commerce. But Hindi-Hindustani alone can be our national
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language. At present it has two forms. In order to understand both
the forms of the national language, viz., Hindi and Urdu, and for
their natural synthesis we must learn the Devanagari and Persian
scripts. I find this lacking even in my immediate surroundings.
All our sign-boards! must be written in both the scripts and there
should be none amongst us who cannot easily read and write
either.

I want to draw your attention also to another thing. I con-
sider the Sevagram centre to be an ideal centre for conducting
the central experiment in Nayee Talim, as it is here that the
Charkha Sangh is carrying out its main experiments. Wardha is
the centre for the other village industries. Experiments for
the improvement of cattle, which is service of the cow in the
true sense, are also being conducted here. Sevagram does not
stand alone; there are nearly 20 villages lying about it in close
proximity. Therefore if experiments in Nayee Talim in its most
natural form can be carried out anywhere, it is here. The
various institutions mentioned above are not rival organizations;
they are complementary and are calculated to supplement one
another’s efforts. That is the hallmark of a revolution of love.

[From Hindi]
Samagra Nayee Talim

41. A LETTER?
[Before Fanuary 12, 194513

I have no partiality for any militant programme for 26th
January. According to my idea, the constructive programme
is the programme. Therefore, it should be prosecuted with
redoubled zeal. Flag salutation with the reading of the in-
dependence pledge* has become an inseparable item. It should,
therefore, be retained.

I From The Hindu, 13-1-1945; the source however has ‘teaching’.

2 & 3 Addressed to a Congress worker, the letter was released to the Press
by Pyarelal on January 12, 1945.

4 The independence pledge was first drafted by Gandhiji in January
1930; wvide Vol. XLII, pp. 384-5. In December 1939 it was amended and
approved by the Congress Working Committee; vide Vol. LXIX, Appendix I.
Gandhiji added a paragraph to it on January 11, 1941; vide Vol. LXXIII,
pp. 279-80. Again in January 1943, Gandhiji, while in detention in Aga
Khan Palace, prepared another pledge for ‘‘celebrating the Independence
Day”, vide Vol. LXXVII, p. 54.
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But I would avoid mass gatherings and processions. My
advice should be followed only if it appeals to the head and the
heart. However, if the significance of the constructive programme
has been properly understood, I am sure my advice will not fail to
find a ready response.

The Hindu, 15-1-1954

42. LETTER TO MIRZA ISMAIL!

SEVAGRAM,
January 12, 1945

DEAR FRIEND,

I appreciate your cordiality. I hope some day we shall be
able to meet. Meanwhile please do not worry. I am trying to
put myself under the unfailing Chief Medical Officer and to
act under His guidance. IfI err in interpreting His guidance,
He is generous enough to correct me. Read me in that light and
you will find that I have not acted unscientifically.

Love to you all.

Yours,
M. K. GanpHI
From a photostat : G.N. 2187
43. LETTER TO GOPE GURBUXANI
SEVAGRAM,

January 12, 1945

MY DEAR GURUBAX,

If you both must come, do; only know that I am not speak-
ing during the whole day. But you will see the whole place and
inhabitants and decide what part you can play.

Yours  sincerely,
M. K. GanDHI
Dr. GorE GURBAXANI
17 Hasan BuiLping
Nicrorson Roap
Dernx
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

I Dewan of Mysore



44. LETTER TO RICHARD SYMOND

SEVAGRAM,
January 12, 1945

MY DEAR SYMOND!,

Your good letter. I have met Sujata? and listened to her
and written out things to her. I am silent the whole day long.
This for reasons of health. It suits me.

Davies has ‘stolen’. He has to prove worthy of the ‘stealth’.

Never mind comments. I know you will act as the spirit
guides you and it will be well with you. You can do what
others may not and must not. I have explained this to you.

Do come whenever you can.

Love to you both.

Yours,
M. K. GanpuI
FrienD RicHARD SyMOND
TaRrRoOUGH SujaTA DAVIES
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
45. LETTER TO ABDUL MAYID KHAN
SEVAGRAM,

January 12, 1945

MY DEAR PROFESSOR,

Fortunately you have sent me a copy of my previous message.
I cannot improve upon it. You should boldly stand and
win. They will choose you for your work as a man.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GaNDHI

Pror. AspurL Majip KrAN
LAHORE

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

1 Of the Friends Ambulance Unit
2 Indian wife of Glan Davies, a fellow-worker of the addressee
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46. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 12, 1945
CHI. SUSHILA,

I got your letter. You must not worry about me. Trust me
to God’s mercy. He will do as He wills. Come soon.

You are a strong-willed woman. Is it not God’s grace that
you have the strength to look after so many children? For you
look after them, feed them, and so on, while doing your other work.

Sita is getting along very well indeed. She feels perfectly at
home. She is very sociable and therefore has made several friends.

The rest from other letters.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4944
47. LETTER TO LILAVATI ASAR
SEVAGRAM,

Fanuary 12, 1945

CHI. LILI,

I have your letter. I am daily getting stronger. I was
glad that this time you felt satisfied. You served me with great
devotion and have gone there well in time. It does not matter if
you have lost a day; you have not missed your lessons. Even
where you are, it is me you are serving. Do your work in that
faith. You are then bound to pass. You are violating dharma in
desiring to leave before I do. What would happen if all the
workers did that ?

I never said that the students should observe a strike on the
9th.! On the contrary they should devote themselves all the
more to service on that day. That would please the teachers, too.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 9599. Also C.W. 6571. Courtesy :

Lilavati Asar

1 However, Gandhiji had written to Suryakant Parikh, a student leader,
on November 19, 1944 : “I ... like the idea of students abstaining from school
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48. LETTER TO SATYAVATI

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 12, 1945

CHI. SATYAVATI,

I have your letter. Even the little improvement in your condi-
tion is a matter of consolation to me.

Do write the story of Ba, Mahadev and others if you wish. Is
your health all that good ? Your writing will not be coming from
your own heart if you ask for material from others. This is my
opinion. Now do what you like.

My letter was for you alone. Why give a father’s letter to
his daughter to the papers? But if doing so benefits you in any
way give it to the Press by all means.

Others will write the rest.

Blessings from
Baru
Satyavatt DEvI
LAHORE

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

49. LETTER TO ANATH NATH BASU

SEVAGRAM,
Fanuary 14, 1945

DEAR FRIEND,

I have gone through your paper. It reads well on paper but
it appears to me to be largely unpractical. I feel that the new
type is made of sterner stuff and is revolutionary in the true sense
of the term. I should like you to think deeper and in terms of

the starving millions of the villages.
Yours sincerely,

M. K. GanpHI

Suri ANATH NaTH BAsu
Clo SHRI ARYANAYAKUM
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